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INFORMATION 


JUNE  MEETINGS. 


The  United  States  Christian  Commission  em- 
bodies in  action  in  tlie  Army  and  Nayy,  the  principles  il- 
lustrated by  the  works,  and  inculcated  by  the  words  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  during  his  personal  ministry  on  earth. 

Its  delegates  go  as  Christian  volunteers  to  the  field,  and 
seeh  out  those  who  need  their  ministrations.  They  go 
loitliout  pay ^  only  having  needful  expenses  borne.  They 
are  Christian  scouts,  always  alert  on  the  look-out  in  the 
advance,  first  at  every  place  of  sufiering,  keen  to  find  every 
case  of  want,  and  kind  to  relieve  all.  They  minister  alike 
to  all,  whether  friend  or  foe,  whether  for  the  body  or  soul, 
as  the  case  may  require.  Sufiering  humanity  commands 
their  sympathy  wherever  it  is  found.  Human  want  is 
supplied  at  once,  and  without  question  whether  it  be  phy- 
sical or  spiritual,  without  money  or  price. 

Going  and  returning,  they,  by  the  messages  they  bear, 
as  well  as  by  the  letters  they  write,  form  a  home  link  with 
the  army,  filling  the  soldier's  heart  with  home  cheer,  and 
gladdening  the  home  with  news  from  the  absent.  Or,  if 
need  be,  breaking  the  sad  intelligence  of  wounds,  sickness, 


or  death  gently,  and  tempering  sorrow  by  sympatliy  and 
anguisli  with  hope. 

Its  stores^  by  means  of  its  delegates,  go  directly  to  the 
soldiers,  to  relieve  special  cases  of  suffering  and  want,  and 
to  aid  in  emergencies  not  fully  reached,  or  quickly  sup- 
plied by  the  truly  bountiful  governmental  provision. 

Its  puhlications  alleviate  somewhat  the  painful  depriva- 
tion of  books  and  papers,  incident  to  absence  from  home 
in  the  service  of  the  country,  whether  on  land  or  sea. 

Its  religious  services  supply  the  wants  of  large  portions 
of  the  army  without  chaplains. 

Its  supplies  of  chapels,  Bibles,  Testaments,  hymn-books, 
papers,  tracts,  and  other  valuable  helps,  aid  chaplains  in 
their  arduous  and  excellent  work. 

Its  wagons  and  stores,  agents  and  delegates  accompany 
the  army  in  its  marches,  and  are  at  hand  for  relief  of  the 
wounded,  and  comfort  of  the  dying  in  time  of  battle. 

Its  minute  men  and  special  battle-field  stores  axe  sent 
to  meet  every  emergency,  and  are  sure  to  be  early  on  the 
ground  wherever  our  wounded  heroes  are  in  need. 

Its  diet  kitchens  in  the  Western  Departments,  in  con- 
nection with  the  field  hospitals,  are  meeting  a  great  want 
by  the  preparation  of  food  suitable  for  each  case,  and  thus 
giving  much  comfort,  and  saving  many  lives. 

Its  individual  relief  agency  in  the  Eastern  Departments 
promises  to  meet  an  urgent  want,  by  reaching  particular 
persons  on  behalf  of  their  friends,  and  by  procuring  re- 
liable information  early  concerning  the  wounded  or  killed 
after  battle,  to  satisfy  anxious  hearts  at  home. 

Its  stationery,  writing-tahles,  and  if  need  be  postage 
stamps,  free  to  all,  and  its  letters  written  for  those  unable 
to  write,  do  much  to  keep  up  correspondence  between  the 
field  and  the  home. 


Preparation  of  the  Army  for  the  Present  Campaign. 

The  influence  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  the  army 
at  rest,  by  the  blessing  of  Grod,  has  done  much  to  prepare 
the  soldiers  for  marches  and  battles.  Many  thousands 
were  hopefully,  joyously  converted  to  God,  and  prepared 
to  face  death  without  fear  of  what  is  beyond.  A  steady- 
ing power  went  out  from  Christian  teaching  and  example 
of  value  untold.  The  material  preparations  so  wisely  made 
by  the  authorities,  and  so  successful  under  the  favor  of 
God,  were  scarcely  more  remarkable  than  the  moral  pre- 
parations through  the  agency  of  chaplains  and  of  the 
Christian  Commission.  The  re-enlistment  of  veterans, 
the  added  reinforcements,  the  cheer  of  visits  home,  the 
re-organization  eflfected,  the  consolidation  of  counsel  and 
command  by  the  appointment  of  a  Lieutenant-General, 
the  thorough  physical  rest  and  material  supply  of  clothing 
and  food,  and  the  concentration  of  forces  to  advance  upon, 
the  two  vital  points  of  the  rebellion,  were  grand  prepara- 
tions for  the  campaign.  The  religious  and  moral  prepa- 
ration, however,  from  the  presence  of  God  in  power  to 
save,  to  restrain  and  reform,  must  have  place  in  the  front 
rank  of  conservative  and  strengthening  influences  to  ele- 
vate the  tone,  and  sustain  the  morale  of  the  army. 

The  work  of  God  extended  to  every  station  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission,  to  all  the  chapels  supplied  by  the  Com- 
mission to  chaplains,  and  to  many  regiments  away  from 
all  these,  but  reached  by  the  labors  of  delegates  and  chap- 
lains. 

In  the  two  greatest  armies  it  was  most  remarkable.  In 
th-e  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  for  example,  at  one  station, 
Ringgold,  Ga.,  within  two  miles  of  the  enemy's  pickets, 


only  fifteen  miles  from  his  centre,  ''four  hundred  new  con- 
verts (writes  William  Reynolds,  Esq.,  a  leading  merchant 
of  Peoria,  111.,  delegate  of  the  Commission,)  sat  down  at 
the  Lord's  table."  These  were  part  of  the  fruits  for  a 
few  short  but  glorious  weeks  of  daily  services  in  a  church 
detailed  for  use  of  chaplains  and  delegates  by  the  Greneral 
in  command.  Similar  results  were  witnessed  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.,  and  other  stations  in  the  West.  In  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  the  work  was  wide-spread,  precious, 
and  powerful.  Never  was  any  army  before  so  "  visited  by 
the  day-spring  from  on  high."  Never  were  so  many  pre- 
pared in  so  short  a  time  for  the  perils  of  war  or  the  home 
of  peace. 

Work  of  the  Christian  Commission  since  the  Campaign 
Opened. 

At  a  future  time  the  work  in  Georgia  and  elsewhere 
may  be  described.  At  present  a  few  facts  only  from  the 
fields  in  Virginia  can  be  given. 

1.  From  the  Front. — A  "  section"  of  delegates,  under 
a  captain,  attended  by  a  four-horse  team  and  wagon  loaded 
with  stores,  marched  with  each  army  corps,  five  in  all, 
with  one  team  extra  as  a  reserve.  In  the  Wilderness  and 
at  Chancellorsville  during  the  battles,  they  found  employ- 
ment, day  and  night,  in  the  care  of  the  wounded;  and  so 
on  at  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  and  Coal  Harbor.  And 
now  they  are  on  the  south  side  of  the  James,  ready  for 
the  future  scenes  of  the  campaign. 

2.  At  the  Base. — While  the  regular  delegates  were  in 
their  work  at  the  front,  the  minute  men  were  gathering 
at  the  base.  A  detachment  of  delegates  came  in  with  the 
wounded  to  Fredericksburg,  and  served  them  there,  while 


the  teams  went  on  to  Belle  Plain  for  supplies.  A  corps 
of  minute  men  with  ample  supplies  meanwhile  came  to 
Belle  Plain,  and  were  then  in  advance  of  all  other  relief 
to  meet  the  wounded  coming  on  from  Fredericksburg. 
Others  followed  immediately,  and  in  large  numbers  walked 
over  to  Fredericksburg  until  there  were  there  engaged  in- 
cessantly two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  men  in  the  ar- 
duous and  blessed  work  of  dressing  wounds,  writing  let- 
ters for  the  soldiers,  giving  them  food  and  drink,  together 
with  religious  instruction  and  consolation.  These,  with 
those  at  Belle  Plain  and  afterwards  at  Aquia  Creek  and 
Falmouth,  made  in  all  a  corps  of  .Christian  ministers,  sur- 
geons, and  others  in  this  work  at  the  base  of  over  three 
hundred  men.  Whilst  at  Washington,  Alexandria,  and 
the  various  hospitals  and  posts,  fifty  more  were  assigned 
to  various  positions  of  similar  work. 

Soon  the  base  was  changed,  the  wounded  were  brought 
in,  two  schooners  and  a  steam  tug  were  chartered  and 
sent  with  supplies  and  delegates,  first  to  Port  Royal,  and 
then  to  White  House,  where  they  again  were  the  first  to 
meet  the  long  trains  of  mangled  heroes  coming  in  from 
the  battles  at  the  front.  Their  number  gradually  enlarged  . 
until  over  a  hundred  were  here  engaged  day  and  night. 
Nine  tents  in  one  cluster  on  the  south  bank  of  the  river 
at  White  House,  and  two  in  another,  formed  the  camp  of 
the  Christian  Commission.  Amongst  these  was  a  dispen- 
sary in  charge  of  a  surgeon,  a  hospital  where  wounds  were 
dressed  and  surgical  operations  performed,  store  tents, 
sleeping  tents,  &c.,  &c. 

Ten  thousand  wounded  men,  more  or  less,  were  cheered, 
relieved,  instructed,  and  benefited  at  this  now  abandoned 
base  of  the  army. 
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3.  At  Bermuda  Hundred. — With  General  Butler's 
command,  a  corps  of  delegates,  with  a  field  agent,  and 
team,  and  stores,  went  up  the  James,  and  opened  the  work 
several  days  in  advance  of  any  other  relief  agency.  Re- 
inforcements of  delegates  and  stores  were  added,  until 
twenty  or  more  were  there  employed,  part  of  whom,  how- 
ever, went  with  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  to  the  main 
army  on  the  Chickahominy. 

It  was  in  the  work  here  that  a  soldier  who  had  wit- 
nessed the  whole,  until  finally  he  himself  was  wounded 
and  relieved,  said  to  Captain  Thomas,  one  of  the  delegates, 
"  What  a  blessed  institution  this  Christian  Commission 
is  !  Your  delegates  care  for  us  in  the  hospital,  follow  us 
on  the  march,  and  in  the  hour  of  battle  they  hover  around 
us  like  ministering  angels." 

In  all  this  work  in  every  field,  the  good  hand  of  God 
has  preserved  and  blessed  the  Christian  Commission. 
Nothing  has  been  lost.  All  have  come  through  safe,  and 
a  world  of  good  has  been  done. 

The  authorities  have  aiforded  every  facility,  with  a  cheer- 
ful generosity  most  gratifying,  and  the  soldiers,  by  their 
unbounded  gratitude  and  universal  blessing,  have  repaid 
all  toil,  and  lightened  every  burden. 

The  people  have  sustained  the  work  by  unprecedented 
contributions,  so  that  although  the  campaign  was  entered 
upon  with  a  treasury  only  just  free  from  debt,  the  Com- 
mission has  been,  from  the  first  day  until  now,  free  from 
serious  fears  of  embarrassment  for  want  of  means. 

For  all  these  benefits,  devout  thanksgiving  to  God  and 
the  warmest  gratitude  to  the  authorities  and  people  are 
due,  but  for  nothing  more  after  all  than  for  the  nohle  men 
who  have  done  the  worh  without  pay  in  the  field,  at  the 
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front,  and  at  tlie  base,  whom  may  Grod  abundantly  bless 
and  reward  on  eartb  and  in  beaven. 

Wants  for  the  Future. 

Some  days  during  tbe  present  campaign,  tbe  stores  dis- 
tributed by  the  delegates  have  exceeded  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars in  value. 

Hereafter,  while  the  armies  are  in  motion,  a  full  corps 
of  delegates  will  comprise  two  hundred  for  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  one  hundred  for  the  other  departments, 
three  hundred  in  all.  To  fill  their  hands  with  clothing 
and  comforts  for  needful  distribution,  will  require  $20 
worth  of  stores  for  each  per  day,  $6,000  per  day  for  all, 
$180,000  per  month,  aside  from  all  other  expenditures. 

The  cost  of  wagons  and  teams,  of  forage  for  horses, 
and  subsistence  for  men,  together  with  the  limited  sala- 
ries of  the  few  permanent  agents  and  delegates  employed, 
will  swell  this  amount  materially.  Insomuch  that  $200, 
000  each  month  of  the  active  campaigning  is  not  an  over- 
estimate of  what  is  needed  for  the  vigorous,  extensive, 
unembarrassed  prosecution  of  the  work  of  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission  in  all  fields. 

Do  not  be  afraid,  therefore,  of  overfilling  the  treasury. 
The  just  fear  is  rather,  that  hereafter,  as  at  times  hereto- 
fore, large  as  the  contributions  have  been,  the  work  may 
be  materially  limited  for  want  of  suflSciently  abundant 
means  for  its  prosecution. 

Mr.  Isaac  Baker,  of  Philadelphia,  who  furnishes  the  in- 
cidents here  given,  had  a  son  in  the  army.     While  the  fa- 
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ther  was  ministering  to  the  wounded  at  Fredericksburg,  a 
telegram  announced  to  him  that  his  son  had  been  killed  at 
the  front,  and  the  question  jaressed  whether  he  ought  not  to 
go  forward  to  secure  his  body. 

He  said,  "No;  I  will  not  go  while  men  are  dying  here, 
and  I  can  remain  and  minister  to  their  bodies  and  souls, 
My  son  is  safe  in  heaven." 

On  Board  Steamer. 

My  work  soon  began.  On  our  way  from  Washington 
to  Belle  Plain,  in  the  steamer  New  Jersey,  we  took  on 
board  two  companies  of  cavalry.  One  of  the  captains 
standing  by  the  rail,  looking  on  his  men  with  a  proud, 
gratified  air,  seemed  to  be  in  the  humor  of  a  compliment. 
I  approached  him  with  "  A  fine  set  of  men  you  have, 
Captain  \"  "  Brave  boys,  every  one  of  them,"  he  replied. 
"How  many  of  them  are  Christians,  do  you  think?" 
"That  I  can't  tell,"  he  replied,  seeming  no  way  oflFended 
at  my  plainness.  I  was  encouraged  to  inquire  further, 
"May  I  ask  you  if  you  are  a  Christian  yourself,  my 
friend?"  "I  am  not,"  he  replied,  respectfully,  "but  I 
have  often  thought  I  ought  to  be."  After  further  con- 
versation he  promised  to  seek  the  Lord,  and  requested 
an  interest  in  the  prayers  of  Christians. 

We  had  a  prayer-meeting  on  board  the  boat.  While 
we  were  singing,  I  saw  one  man  looking  intently  at  the 
picture  of  his  wife  and  children.  When  spoken  to,  he 
said  he  wanted  to  be  a  Christian,  that  he  might  meet 
those  he  loved  so  much  (pointing  to  the  precious  picture) 
in  the  heavenly  home  we  were  just  singing  about. 

On  our  arrival  at  Fredericksburg,  our  sadly  solemn 
work  began  in  truth.  Oh,  how  the  scene  dwells  in  my 
vision !     How  the  heart  aches  and  bleeds  at  the  sight  of 
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such  suffering,  and  yet,  so  patiently  and  heroically  borne  ! 
I  had  an  exalted  view  of  human  nature  as  I  contem- 
plated these  noble  men,  wounded  and  bruised  for  our 
sakes  and  the  country's,  and  enduring  their  sufferings 
without  a  murmur,  indeed,  in  some  cases.  Heaven-sus- 
tained, with  cheerfulness,  singing  to  soothe  their  pains, 
and  smiling  in  order  to  hide  them  from  others. 

I  was  assigned  to  the  Fifth  Corps  Hospital,  Second 
Division,  where  lay  some  fifty  men,  bleeding  and  help- 
less. I  went  from  one  to  the  other,  smoothing  the  brow, 
washing  the  heated  face,  giving  the  cooling  drink,  and 
easing  the  position  of  the  restless.  Hope  beamed  in 
their  eyes,  as  they  saw  a  kind  form  walking  softly  in  and 
out  among  them,  and  felt  a  kind  hand  touching  them. 
After  they  were  made  comparatively  comfortable  I  again 
went  around  and  told  them  why  I  had  come  to  them  in 
these  deeds  of  mercy — that  I  did  it  for  Christ's  sake,  and 
for  their  soul's  sake.  I  then  talked  of  Jesus  and  his 
love,  and  prayed  with  them  in  whispers,  and  heard  their 
softly  spoken  replies,  as  they  freely  opened  up  their  con- 
dition, and  confidingly  poured  their  hopes  and  fears  and 
wants  into  my  ear.  Oh,  how  grateful  the  men  were ! 
How  grateful  I  was!  One  after  another  would  say, 
"Now  pray  for  me"  "For  me"  "For  me,"  as  I  rose  from 
one  and  another  prostrate  form. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  a  detailed  account  of  the  va- 
rious incidents  and  phases  of  interesting  and  affecting 
things  I  heard  and  met  with.  One  noble-looking  fellow 
confessed  to  me,  after  thanking  me  for  the  bodily  relief 
I  had  given,  that  he  had  been  a  bad  boy,  had  despised 
th^  instructions  and  counsels  of' pious  parents.  He  wept 
freely-.     I  prayed  with  him.     The  next  morning,  as  I 
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entered,  lie  called  me  to  his  side  and  said,  "  Chaplain," 
(they  call  all  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission, 
chaplain,)  "I  have  found  the  Saviour!  I  have  found 
Jesus !  Do  write  home  for  me,  and  teU  them,  that  they 
may  rejoice  with  me!"    - 

Peace  Within. 
On  the  first  morning  I  held  a  little  service  of  singing 
and  prayer  in  my  division,  with  the  common  consent  of 
the  men,  and  told  them  the  simple  and  touching  story 
of  the  little  girl  who  had  lost  her  father,  hut  did  not  un- 
derstand her  sad  loss,  nor  the  dread  nature  of  death  and 
the  grave.  Her  mother  explained  through  tears,  that 
Grod  had  sent  for  father,  and  that  by  and  by  he  would 
send  for  them,  and  there  was  no  telling  how  soon.  The 
artless  child  on  this  exclaimed,  "Well,  then,  mother,  if 
Grod  is  going  to  send  for  us  soon,  and  we  don't  know  just 
when,  hadn't  we  better  hegin  to  pack  up^  and  get  ready 
to  go?"  This  incident  seemed  to  take  hold  of  the  men. 
It  could  so  well  be  applied  to  their  present  needs.  "Ah, 
Chaplain,"  said  one  to  me  afterwards,  "  I'm  glad  you  told 
us  that  story  about  jyacking  iip^  it  made  the  thing  so 
plain  to  me.  I  haven't  much  learning,  and  I  haven't 
tried  to  understand  these  things  much,  but  now  I  see 
through  it  all.  I  want  you  to  help  me  pack  up.  Will 
you  pray  with  me,  chaplain?"  I  knelt  by  his  side. 
Whilst  speaking  with  Grod,  the  earnest  heart  cried  out, 
"Oh,  do,  Lord,  help  me,  help  me!"  It  was  a  solemn 
season.  The  Holy  Spirit  was  there.  "This  poor  man 
cried,  and  the  Lord  heard  him."  I  was  about  to  leave 
to  go  to  another  who  had  beckoned  to  me,  when  the  dear 
boy  said,  "Oh,  I  thank  you,  Chaplain;  I  am  happy  now. 
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I  have  found  Jestis!"     He  was  radiant  witli  joy,  so  tliafc 

I  wondered.     I  said  to  him,   "But  what  of  your  poor 

hody?" — he  had  been  shot  through  the  right  shoulder 

and  left  leg,  and  had  an  arm  taken  off — "  Do  you  suffer 

much  now?''     "Oh,"  said  he,  "My  wounds  are  nothing 

now.     I  can  bear  them  all :  I  have  peace  within." 

At  his  request  I  sat  down  with  a  full  heart,  and  wrote 

to  his  wife,  informing  her  of  his  condition  of  body,  but 

with   particular  emphasis,  as  he  urged,  of  the  blessed 

change  that  had  come  over  his  soul.     Indeed,  it  was 

wonderful  to  see  the  forgetfulness  of  bodily  suffering  in 

the  new-found  joy  which  filled  this  wounded  soldier's 

heart. 

Eest  for  the  Weary. 

We  sang  "  Rest  for  the  Weary,"  and  one  man,  whose 
whole  thigh  had  been  shattered  by  a  shell,  lay  there  per- 
fectly calm,  patient,  even  happy.  He  smiled  as  I  came 
to  him,  and  said,  "0,  how  that  hymn  cheered  me!  I 
forgot  my  pains  whilst  I  listened  to  it;  and  I  know  it 
cheered  many  of  the  boys." 

Home. 

The  leaven  of  early  parental  instruction,  and  the  sweet 
power  of  home,  are  seen  working  wonderfully  in  this  dis- 
tant place  and  day,  and  in  these  strange  scenes.  Mother, 
father,  sister,  wife,  children,  were  constantly  on  the  lips 
of  the  men.  To  those  softening  influences  and  faithful 
labors  of  those  at  home,  many  with  tears  of  gratitude  and 
words  of  affection,  attributed  under  Grod,  their  salvation. 

One  said  to  me,  "  Chaplain,  I  have  just  given  my  heart 

to  Christ,  and  I  pray  you  sit  right  down  by  me  and  write 

to  my  mother.     0,  how  it  will  gladden  her  heart!"  and 

the  tears  ran  like  rain  down  his  cheeks,     "  0,  how  my 
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dear  motlier  will  rejoice  when  folie  hears  it !  She  does  not 
know  I  am  wounded,  and  it  may  be  she  thinks  I  am 
killed,  because  it  was  so  reported  by  my  sergeant.  But 
I  want  her  to  know  I  am  a  Christian.  Oh,  how  glad, 
how  glad,  it  will  make  her  I" 

Another,  to  whom  he  had  ministered,  called  me  to  him 
and  said  he  had  found  Jesus  while  lying  in  his  helpless- 
ness and  pain,  and  he  would  be  thankful  if  I  would  write 
to  his  wife.  O,  how  it  will  fill  her  heart  with  joy !  Said 
he,  "  I  have  a  glorious  wife.  I  know  she  has  been  pray- 
ing for  me  all  the  time;  and  now  I  want  her  to  know  that 
her  prayers  have  been  answered."  He  seemed  to  be  too 
full  for  calm  utterance.  The  Christian  Commission  came 
in  for  a  large  share  of  his  expressions  of  gratitude. 

Another  dear  boy  said,  "  Will  you  please  write  to  my 
papa  and  mamma,  and  tell  them  my  wound  is  slowly 
mending,  and  that  I  enjoy  the  presence  of  my  Saviour, 
and  am  happy  in  the  Lord  ?  I  rest  in  Jesus  and  he  sus- 
tains me." 

Opening  the  Eyes  of  the  Blind. 

These  are  but  few  of  the  many  cheering  evidences  that 
the  Lord  has  blessed  this  kind  of  labor.  The  work  can- 
not be  pictured  in  its  vividness,  its  blessedness.  Souls 
are  daily  brought  to  Christ,  without  doubt,  and  lives  are 
saved  by  the  score  and  hundreds.  Daily  we  hear,  "  Had 
it  not  been  for  you  men  of  the  Christian  Commission,  we 
should  have  died  for  want  of  food  and  nursing."  "  And 
in  our  sins,  too,"  some  have,  by  the  grace  of  God,  been 
able  to  add  to  this  testimony.  I  cannot  refrain  from 
mentioning  one  striking  case  of  bodily  help  aflPorded.  I 
had  dressed  the  wounds  of  thirty  men,  distributed  a  sup- 
ply of  soft  crackers,  jellies,  and  clean  shirts  and  drawers. 
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heard  tlie  grateful  "God  bless  you!"  of  the  men,  when  I 
found  one  lying  with  his  eyes  bandaged.  A  shell  had 
passed  so  close  to  his  face  as  to  deprive  him  of  sight,  the 
surgeon  said  forever.  I  washed  his  eyes,  and  bound 
small  wet  pads  upon  them  and  left  him.  The  next  morn- 
ing I  came  around.  He  heard  my  voice,  ran  up  to  me 
and  embraced  me,  saying,  that  his  eyes  were  nearly  as 
good  as  ever.  Then  was  the  golden  moment  of  my  pri- 
vilege, in  Christ.  I  asked  him  if  the  eyes  of  his  faith 
had  been  enlightened,  if  he  had  yet  seen  Jesus  ?  He  was 
melted  down,  confessed  his  sins,  and  promised  reform. 
He  has  since,  I  learned,  rejoined  his  regiment. 

Indians. 
One  group  of  sufferers  claimed  my  deepest  sympathy. 
Four  Indians,  from  Wisconsin,  lay  together,  bleeding  for 
the  country  that  had  once  been  the  wide  domains  of  their 
fathers.  I  lay  down  close  to  one  and  spoke  of  Jesus  and 
his  salvation.  His  eyes  brightened.  He  had  heard  that 
blessed  name  before,  and  in  his  broken  way  said,  "  I  love 
him,  I  love  him!"  I  commended  his  spirit  to  God,  and 
then  sang  him  to  sleep,  for  he  died  while  we  were  singing 
that  sweet  chorus : 

"  For  0  we  stand  on  Jordan's  strand, 
Our  friends  are  passing  over, 
And  just  before  the  shining  shore 
We  may  almost  discover." 

The  other  three  Indians  were  unable  to  speak.  May  God 
help  them.  I  gave  them  some  refreshment  and  left 
them. 

Prisoner's  Heart  Tonclied. 

,  One  other  incident  may  point  a  reflection.     It  is  no 
uncommon  one  in  the  history  of  the  Christ-like  work  of 
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the  Commission.  I  came  to  a  poor  boy  who  was  shot  in 
the  hreast,  and  said  to  him,  "  My  dear  boy,  how  are  you 
getting  along?"  At  first  he  made  no  reply.  I  saw  a 
tear  glistening  in  his  eye.  He  had  been  holding  his  head 
down.  He  looked  up  at  last,  and  said,  "  I  am  a  rebel. 
When  you  washed  my  face  this  morning,  and  treated  me 
so  tenderly,  oh,  it  made  me  feel  badly,  to  think  I  had 
been  fighting  against  you."  He  then  asked  me  where  I 
was  from.  I  told  him  I  came  from  Philadelphia;  that 
the  Christian  Commission  had  sent  me  to  him,  to  make 
him  comfortable,  as  far  as  I  could,  in  body  and  in  soul, 
and  asked  him  if  I  could  minister  to  his  soul's  wants.  He 
put  his  hand  to  his  face,  shook  his  head,  while  the  tears 
rolled  down  his  cheeks.  He  confessed  he  was  not  a 
Christian.  He  was  touched  to  the  very  centre.  I  left 
him,  with  the  hope  that  our  treatment  might  be  blessed 
to  his  eternal  good.  Our  kindness  certainly  seemed  like 
heaping  coals  of  fire  on  his  head. 

This  is  but  a  fragmentary  and  very  imperfect  sketch  of 
the  labors  of  ten  days.  The  gratitude  of  the  men,  their 
appreciation  of  the  smallest  service,  their  tenderness  of 
heart,  and  the  glorious  opportunity  of  sowing  in  this  soft- 
ened ground  the  good  seed  of  the  kingdom,  cannot  be 
over-estimated.  0  that  the  Church  of  Grod  were  fully 
aliVe  to  the  vastness  and  grandeur  of  the  field  spread  be- 
fore her,  and  would  understand  and  do  her  whole  duty 
in  this  day  of  grace.  I  close  by  repeating  the  sentiment 
of  the  grateful  soldiers,  one  and  all,  and  the  prayer  that 
is  increasingly  becoming  the  prayer  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  throughout  the  land — "  God  bless  the  Chris- 
tian Commission!" 

Isaac  Baker,  Delegate  JJ.  S.  C.  C. 
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JULY  MEETIJSTGS. 


Marches  and  Battles. 

The  Christian  Commission  Las  shared  with  the 
army  alike  the  hardships  and  advantages  of  the  present 
campaign  in  Virginia. 

The  movement  from  north  of  the  Rappahannock  to 
south  of  the  James,  has  been  one  of  marches  and  battles, 
and  of  Christian  work  in  relieving  the  wounded  and  in- 
structing the  dying,  unparalleled  in  history. 

On  every  march,  in  each  corps  of  the  army,  the  Com- 
mission has  had  its  corps  of  delegates  with  its  four-horse 
team,  and  wagon  load  of  supplies,  marching  and  camping 
with  the  army,  a  Grood  Samaritan  band,  with  their  travel- 
ling Inns  well  stocked  with  oil  and  wine,  ready  every  day 
and  hour,  at  every  turn,  for  the  relief  of  the  sick  or  the 
wounded,  and  for  the  comfort  of  those  passing  away. 
In  the  Wilderness,  at  Chancellorsville,  Spottsylvania,  and 
the  North  Anna,  Cold  Harbor,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Peters- 
burg Railroad,  and  before  Petersburg  itself;  on  every  bat- 
tle-field the  faithful  Christ-like  work  of  this,  noble  band 
of  Christian  Patriots  has  made  its  impress  for  good  on 
the  army;  while  they  themselves  have  counted.it  all  joy 
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to  share  camp  hardships  with  the  soldiers,  for  the  sake 
of  serving  and  saving  the  brave  men  who  bear  aloft  the 
flag  of  the  Union,  to  serve  and  save  the  Union  itself.  To 
them,  as  volunteers  under  the  banner  of  the  cross,  it  has 
been  honor  enough,  and  pay  in  abundance,  to  do  good 
to  the  volunteers  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  whether  in 
body  or  soul,  and  win  from  them  their  warm  acknowledg- 
ments of  grateful  appreciation  of  them  and  their  deeds. 

In  this  work  there  are  charms  both  for  delegates  and 
soldiers  of  rare  interest  and  power. 

The  soldier  is  charmed  with  the  unselfish  spirit  of  men 
who  follow  and  serve  them  without  pay,  and  when  he  re- 
ceives just  what  he  wants,  without  money  or  price  in  the 
hour  of  his  need,  he  is  deeply  touched.  If,  perchance, 
he  offers  pay,  and  is  answered,  "No,  we  can  take  no- 
thing from  you,  we  simply  bring  to  you  the  gifts  of  loving 
hearts  at  home,  yearning  for  your  welfare,  and  praying 
for  God's  blessing  on  you,"' — then  the  heaving  bosom  of 
the  manly  soldier,  and  the  more  than  womanly  tears 
coursing  his  bronzed  cheek,  swell  in  turn  the  heart  of 
the  delegate  with  unutterable  emotions.  And  when  the 
delegate  has  stanched  the  bleeding  wound,  or  dressed 
and  eased  the  mangled  body,  or  cooked  and  given  food  or 
coffee  to  the  hungry  soldier,  and  learns  by  some  word  or 
token  that  it  has  served  to  win  the  sufferer's  admiration 
for  Jesus,  and  save  his  soul  as  well  as  his  life,  then  he  is 
struck  through  and  through  with  rays  of  joy  that  go  with 
him  and  constrain  him  to  say,  as  hundreds  have  done, 
"  Ah,  this  has  been  the  brightest  spot  of  my  life." 

Of  the  character  of  the  service  -  rendered  by  the  de- 
legates of  the  Christian  Commission  during  the  marches 
and  battles  of  the  present  campaign,  a  soldier's  own  ex- 
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pression  may  serve  to  convey  a  more  generous  impression 
than  any  words  of  ours. 

To  Rev.  A.  Gr.  Thomas,  of  Philadelphia,  a  soldier  at 
City  Point  said,  "  Your  wagons  followed  us  when  we  broke 
camp,  and  we  could  trace  them  out  as  we  looked  back 
over  the  supply -train.  It  made  us  glad  to  see  you  coming 
with  us.  Your  delegates  have  hovered  about  us  on  the 
hattle-field  lihe  angels  of  mercy.  When  loe  fall^  they  are 
with  us,  lohen  we  suffer,  they  minister  to  our  comfort." 

Of  the  value  of  this  service,  thousands  of  soldiers  now 
restored  to  the  ranks,  or  in  the  hospitals  gathering 
strength  to  return,  are  the  best  of  all  witnesses.  The  de- 
legate who  passes  through  the  hospitals  with  his  shining 
badge  upon  his  breast,  continually  hears  the  testimony  of 
these  men,  saying,  "You  saved  my  life!" — "  Many  of  us 
would  have  been  in  our  graves  but  for  you" — and  simi- 
lar things. 

A  few  days  ago  one  of  our  delegates,  on  his  way  to  the 
field,  met  a  body  of  veterans  marching  along,  when,  to  his 
surprise,  one  of  them,  stepping  out  of  the  ranks,  came  up 
to  him  with  evident  emotion,  as  if  he  had  recognized  in 
him  a  near  and  dear  friend,  or  brother  beloved.  Ob- 
serving the  surprise  of  the  delegate,  the  soldier  said, 
"You  don't  know  me? — I  know  you  very  well."  The 
delegate  observed,  "  You  must  be  under  a  mistake,  Sir." 
"No,  sir,"  responded  the  soldier,  "lam  not.  I  don't 
know  you  personally,  indeed;  but" — pointing  to  his 
badge — "I  know  you,  for  all  that.  You  Christian  Com- 
mission men  saved  my  life  at ." 

This  pleasant  greeting  sent  him  on  his  way  with  his 
heart  full  for  his  work. 
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The  Base,  and  its  Changes. 
From  the  moment  after  tlie  great  host  moved  off  from 
its  winter  camping  ground  across  the  river,  it  vras  cut 
loose  from  its  moorings — left  without  a  line  of  supply; 
and  all,  save  the  chiefs  of  the  army,  were  in  doubt  where 
its  wounded  and  sick  would  come  in,  and  its  ammunition 
and  stores  go  out.  Then  came  the  great  battles  of  the 
Wilderness  and  Chancellorsville,  with  the  onward  march 
of  the  army,  by  the  enemy's  left  flank,  to  Spottsylvania. 
Then  came  the  establishment  of  a  Base  for  the  army  at 
Fredericksburg,  approachable,  for  the  time,  only  over  a 
terrible  corduroy  road.  Supplies  and  relief  were  slow  to 
reach  the  sufferers  brought  in  by  thousands  from  the 
bloody  fields  beyond.  At  first,  the  delegates  and  sup- 
plies of  the  Christian  Commission,  coming  in  from  the 
front,  were  the  main  dependence  supplementary  to  the 
Government  provision  sent,  of  course  sparingly,  from  the 
army.  The  churches,  banks,  houses,  out-buildings,  and 
streets  of  the  city  were  one  general  hospital,  crowded 
with  sufferers,  while  there  was  the  most  terrible  want  of 
every  thing.  Help  came,  however,  as  soon  as  the  nature 
of  the  case  would  allow.  Such  a  work  for  Christian  pa- 
triots, and  such  a  demand  for  supplies,  the  world  has 
seldom  witnessed  j  and  such  a  work  done  as  that  of  the 
Christian  Commission  is  rare — if,  indeed,  it  is  not  new 
under  the  sun.  More  than  three  hundred  men  were  en- 
gaged, and  many  of  them  so  over-wrought  by  the  fire  in 
their  own  hearts,  and  the  impulse  of  sympathy  for  the 
sufferers,  as  to  work  and  watch  night  and  day,  insomuch 
that  they  were  themselves  prostrated;  and  some  of  them, 
barely  escaping  deathj  Jjave  risen  slowly  from  fever  and 
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other  diseases,  back  again  to  their  wonted  vigor  of  tealth. 
— The  good  done  was  immense;  never  to  be  forgotten, 
yet  never  to  be  fully  known  until  the  great  day  of  re- 
vealing. A  whole  life-time  of  ordinary  usefulness  seemed 
to  be  crowded  into  a  few  days.  A  few  days  only  it 
lasted  at  Frederick.  The  army  moved  on  again  by  the 
enemy's  left  flank  to  the  North  Anna,  and  a  new  and 
nearer  base  was  established  at  White  House.  Here  there 
was  no  city  to  convert  into  a  hospital;  but  the  plain  was 
quickly  whitened  by  a  city  of  hospital  tents,  one  wing  of 
which  was  the  quarters  of  the  Christian  Commission. 
And  here,  with  more  ample  supplies,  and  easier  access 
than  at  Fredericksburg,  a  similar  work,  with  similar  re- 
sults, went  forward  until  the  time  arrived  for  another 
flank  movement  by  the  left,  which  brought  the  army  to 
the  south  side  of  James  River,  before  Petersburg,  and 
changed  the  base  to  City  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Ap- 
pomatox. 

The  establishment  of  the  Christian  Commission,  in  con- 
nection with  the  Greneral  Hospital  of  the  army  at  City 
Point,  surpasses  any  thing  of  the  kind  ever  set  up  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac,  or  any  other  army  in  the  world. 
The  rude  outline  diagram  opposite,  though  better  than 
nothing,  will  convey  to  the  eye  no  adequate  idea  of  the 
extent  or  imposing  character  of  this  establishment. 
Imagine,  first,  forty  acres  of  Hospital  on  the  high  south 
bank  of  the  Appomatox,  a  mile  or  more  from  its  con- 
fluence with  the  James.  Fronting  this,  at  the  end  nearest 
City  Point,  stand  the  fifteen  tents  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, in  the  order  laid  down  in  the  diagram. 

These  are  some  of  the  chapel  tents,  which  in  winter 
quarters,  served  as  churches  in  the  army,  and  rallying 
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places  for  thousands  who  were  enlisted  in  them  nnder  the 
banner  of  Christ.  Now  they  serve  for  the  hospital  work 
of  the  hour.  From  the  "  Cooking  Tent,"  with  its  four 
45  gallon  furnace  caldrons,  and  its  tubs  of  lemonade, 
milk -punch,  &c.,  3310  rations  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
were  distributed  on  the  8th  of  July,  one  day's  work, — a 
specimen  of  many  days'  work  of  the  delegates.  How 
many  cheering  words  and  kind  deeds  accompanied  these 
rations,  is  matter  of  record  above,  but  may  never  be 
known  upon  earth.  On  Sunday,  July  12th,  over  eighty 
meetings  were  held  by  the  delegates,  in  this  one  great 
field-hospital;  and  one  plainly  sees  here,  by  the  vast  daily 
distribution  of  reading  matter,  how  it  is  that  the  steam' 
presses  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  the  Publish- 
ing Societies  and  Boards,  fail  to  keep  up  with  the  army 
demand. 

A  Steam  J^ire  Engine  with  2200  feet  of  hose.  Engi- 
neer, Assistant  Engineer,  and  Fireman,  and  ample  power 
to  raise  water  from  the  river,  and  sprinkle  dail}^  the  whole 
area  of  the  Hospital,  besides  supplying  water  in  abundance 
for  every  needed  purpose,  is  the  crowning  feature,  for 
health  and  comfort,  of  the  whole  city  of  hospital  tents. 
This  ample  supply  of  pure  water  is  surpassed  only  by  the 
abundance  of  the  yet  purer,  more  health-giving  waters  of 
life.  The  success  of  the  engine  was  so  complete,  that 
the  Grovernment  soon  took  it  in  hand,  and  has  used  it 
ever  since  with  the  greatest  comfort  and  benefit  to  thou- 
sands. 

The  Commission,  the  Hospital,  the  soldier,  and  the 
country,  owe  the  suggestion  and  completion  of  this  admi- 
rable plan  of  watei'-supply,  to  the  fertile  mind  and  un- 
tiring hand  of  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Cross,  of  Baltimore,  Mary- 
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land;  while  tlie  admirable  general  arrangement  of  tlie 
Christian  Commission  establishment  has  been  made  by 
the  Rev.  E.  F.  Williams,  Local  Superintendent  at  the 
Base. 

In  the  Trenches. 
Imagine  long  lines  of  irregular  earth-works,  three  or 
four  deep,  a  hundred,  or  two  hundred  or  more  yards,  as 
the  case  may  be,  advanced  one  front  of  another,  extend- 
ing fifteen  miles  or  more,  bristling  with  cannons  and  mor- 
tars, and  hiding  a  huge  army  out  of  sight  of  all  the  world, 
whether  front  or  rear,  enemies  or  friends.  From  stations 
at  the  hospital  of  each  corps,  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
these  lines  of  earth-works,  there  is  the  grandest  imagina- 
ble opportunity  of  doing  good  to  the  veterans  in  the 
trenches.  The  exhaustion  from  their  eternal  vigilance, 
the  price  of  life,  taxes  their  life-power  to  the  utmost. 
Here  one  may  learn  how  great  a  value  a  little  thing,  just 
in  time,  may  have.  A  bottle  of  ginger  may  save  many 
lives;  a  jar  of  pickled  onions  or  cabbage  may  keep  in  the 
ranks  more  men  than  one,  to  fill  whose  place  would  cost 
in  bounty-money  one  thousand  dollars  more  or  less,  with 
a  green  man,  worth  not  half  as  miich  as  the  veteran  lost. 
A  clean  shirt,  to  one  sufi"ering  for  it,  has  in  it  a  world  of 
comfort,  and  not  a  little  gospel,  if  given  by  a  disciple  in 
the  name  of  Jesus.  A  housewife,  or  comfort-bag,  with 
its  buttons,  needles,  thread,  scissors,  letter,  &c.,  has  more 
joy  in  it  oftentimes  to  a  soldier  in  the  trenches,  than  the 
most  splendid  mansion  could  have  to  a  man  rolling  in 
wealth  at  home.  So  on  of  scores  of  things  that  might  be 
named.  And  0  how  welcome,  too,  are  the  visits  of  the 
delegates !     How  ready  are  the  brave  men,  in  the  face  of 
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death,  to  hear  words  of  life !  Half  a  mile  in  front  of  the 
trenches  just  iu  the  rear  of  the  picket  line,  one  of  our  de- 
legates tells  us  of  holding  a  prayer-meeting  a  few  eve- 
nings ago — and  such  a  meeting !  He  says  one  such  meet- 
ing would  set  a  whole  town  a  blaze  if  held  in  one  of  our 
churches  at  home.  Another  delegate  tells  us  of  a  picket 
prayer  meeting,  three  or  four  evenings  since,  clear  out- 
side, in  front  of  the  picket  line,  in  a  ravine  halfway  be- 
tween the  two  lines  of  pickets.  It  was  commenced  by 
singing  the  hymn : 

^'  I  love  to  steal  awhile  away  from  every  cumt'ring  care, 
And  spend  the  hours  of  setting  day,  in  humble,  grateful  prayer." 

Instantly,  as  the  melody  rose  on  the  still  air  of  night,  the 
picket  firing  ceased  for  the  space  of  more  than  a  mile,  and 
was  not  resumed  during  a  whole  hour.  Next  day  the 
rebel  pickets  told  ours  that  they  heard  the  singing  and 
prayer,  and  heartily  wished  themselves  there. 

What  can  be  Done. 

More  money  can  be  raised.  Ten  thousand  dollars  a 
day  could  be  used  to  the  greatest  advantage,  upon  the 
plan  of  the  Christian  Commission,  in  the  trenches  alone, 
in  saving  lives  and  saving  souls.  This  opportunity  will 
soon  cease.  Help,  therefore  at  once — and  help  liberally, 
generously.  Dried  fruits,  pickles,  onions,  comfort-bags, 
shirts,  drawers,  socks,  &c.,  can  be  prepared  and  sent  to 
No.  11  Bank  Street,  or  the  nearest  office  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  can  be  formed  in  each 
congregation,  upon  the  plan  embodied  in  the  pamphlet 
sent  out  by  the  Commission ;  and  that  would  afford  a  large 
and  sure  income  for  the  work. 
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One  man,  Jacob  Strawm,  an  Illinois  farmer ,'offered  to 
give  $10,000,  if  a  like  sum  should  be  raised  in  Morgan 
county.  William  Reynolds,  Esq.,  of  Peoria,  and  Chap- 
lain McCabe,  undertook  to  raise  the  amount,  and  in  nine 
days  secured  $11,000.  Mr.  Strawm  at  once  paid  over 
the  $10,000  offered;  making  $21,000  in  a  single  prairie 
county  of  the  West.     Who  will  do  better  than  this  ? 
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SUPPLEMENT. 


Mr.  Joseph  Parker,  writes  froni  Beverly,  N.  J.: — 
"  I  can  truly  say,  that  nowhere,  that  I  have  served  the 
Commission,  have  the  supplies  sent  been  more  opportune 
than  here.  I  believe  we  have  saved  lives  by  our  early 
contributions,  and  this  is  the  opinion  of  the  physicians, 
expressed  to  me  over  and  over  again.  And  the  same  is 
true  with  regard  to  reading  matter  and  writing  material. 
If  your  agent  had  not  been  here  on  the  ground  daily 
with  abundant  supplies,  I  know  not  how  the  men  could 
have  spent  their  time  with  any  profit,  or  how  communi- 
cated with  their  friends  at  home.  My  family  have  been 
kept  busy  preparing  food,  some  of  which  has  been  car- 
ried to  the  bed-side  of  the  men  with  their  own  hands, 
while  others  from  the  camp  call  on  them  once  or  twice 
a  day  for  relief.  Over  forty  quarts  of  milk  have  been 
used  by  them  in  preparing  that  kind  of  diet,  while  meat 
has  been  sent,  and  soup  prepared  and  delivered.  Some 
three  or  four  families  have  volunteered  to  do  the  same 
work,  while  I  furnish  them  with  the  articles;  thus  the 
soldiers  have  the  very  best  diet  prepared  for  them. 
Things  will  no  doubt  improve  as  the  Hospital  advances 
in  age." 

"  A  poor  boy  from  Mass.,  was  told  his  was  a  bad  case, 
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and  removed  from  the  tent  into  the  main  building — he 
tried  hard  to  have  a  telegram  sent  to  his  mother,  but  no 
one  could  be  found  until  the  Christian  Commission  dele- 
gate was  applied  to.  The  widowed  mother  came  on  im- 
mediately to  see  her  only  child,  and  sat  two  or  three 
days  and  nights  by  his  side  ministering  unto  him.  At 
length  the  boy  died — the  mother  was  taken  to  my  house, 
and  remained  there  while  preparations  were  being  made 
to  remove  the  body — money  sufficient  was  collected  from 
the  citizens  of  the  town  to  meet  all  expenses.  The  fol- 
lowing morning  the  body  was  at  the  Railroad  Station, 
the  mother  placed  in  charge  of  one  of  our  citizens,  who 
attended  her  to  New  York,  saw  to  having  her  papers 
there  prepared  properly,  herself  provided  with  dinner, 
the  corpse  removed  to  another  Railroad  line,  and  this 
Rachel  then  parted  with,  while  tears  of  thankfulness, 
mingled  with  her  tears  of  grief.  Said  she  to  me,  '  If  it 
had  not  been  for  the  Christian  Commission,  I  could  not 
have  seen  my  son  again,  nor  been  permitted  to  bear  his 
body  home  to  rest  with  the  other  dear  departed  ones  of 
the  family.'" 

"  All  that  has  now  been  said  of  the  usefulness  of  the 
supplies  sent  to  Beverly,  may,  with  equal  truth,  perhaps, 
be  affirmed  of  those  sent  to  White  Hall,  Pa.  That  Institu- 
tion is  likewise  in  its  infancy,  and  needs  your  care.  The 
Chaplains  of  both  these  places,  I  believe  to  be  working, 
useful,  pious  men;  and  I  learn  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hat- 
ton  that  the  greatest  harmony  exists  between  himself 
and  the  officers  at  White  Hall.  In  going  around  the 
Hospital  with  him,  a  short  time  since,  I  found  every 
thing  working  well." 

"Now,  dear  brother  Stuart,  I  could  say  a  great  deal 
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more  than  I  liave,  but  it  has  required  me  to  sit  up  until 
near  midnight  to  write  this,  after  working  hard  all  day. 
I  have  now  neither  day,  nor  evening,  nor  Sabbath,  to  call 
my  own — and  my  house  is,  in  a  measure,  a  cooking  esta- 
blishment, and  distributing  office  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission.'^ 

Rev.  Israel  Luce,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  who  labored  as  a 
Delegate  of  the  U.S.  Christian  Commission,  in  the  Ninth 
Army  Corps,  gives  the  following  picture  of  his  work. 

Being  immediately,  on  arriving  at  City  Point,  assigned 
to  labor  in  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  my  work  was  con- 
fined principally  to  the  men  in  active  service  at  the  front; 
and  the  work — distributing  reading  matter — distribut- 
ing necessaries  to  the  sick,  who  had  not  been  sent  back 
to  the  hospitals,  and,  as  I  had  opportunity,  preaching  to 
the  regiments;  quite  aiarge  proportion  of  which  have  no 
chaplains.  Such  regiments  are  almost  entirely  depen- 
dent upon  the  Commission  for  religious  counsel  and  in- 
struction. Besides  these,  the  great  number  of  batteries 
connected  with  the  army  have  no  chaplains,  and  except 
through  us,  hear  no  preaching.  I  was  forcibly  impressed 
with  this  fact  one  evening,  about  sun-down,  as  prepara- 
tion for  service  was  being  made  at  a  point  where  three 
batteries,  which  were  lying  near  each  other,  could  con- 
vene for  preaching.  The  lieutenant  had  just  brought 
the  table  out  and  placed  the  Bible  on  it  when  a  sergeant 
came  toward  us,  grasped  our  hand,  btirst  into  tears,  and 
passed  a  little  way  beyond,  to  give  vent  to  his  feelings. 
In  a  few  moments  I  went  to  him  and  asked  the  occasion 
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of  his  emotion.  He  replied,  "The  sight  of  preparation 
for  Diviae  service  so  overcame  me  that  I  could  not  speak. 
I  have  not  had  such  a  privilege  during  the  whole  of  this 
campaign.  My  heart  is  full  of  praise  for  this  opportu- 
nity." Almost  every  Sabbath  after  that,  he  would  come 
to  our  tent  to  ascertain  where  we  were  to  have  service, 
and,  if  possible,  was  always  present. 

The  interest  with  which  we  are  received  by  the  men, 
and  many  of  the  officers,  was  beautifully  illustrated  a  few 
nights  before  I  left  the  field.  I  had  just  preached  to 
those  who  wished  to  hear,  of  three  regiments  which  were 
lying  contiguous;  we  had  just  sung,  "  Say,  brothers,  will 
you  meet  us,"  the  benediction  had  been  pronounced,  and 
between  fifty  and  sixty  crowded  around  us  to  shake  hands 
and  say,  "  We  loill  meet  you  in  heaven."  One  could  feel 
the  life  current  of  salvation  sweep  from  heart  to  heart, 
as  we  grasped  these  hands  true  to  Grod  and  their  country. 
That  hour  was  one  of  the  happiest  of  my  life,  and  I  think 
it  will  be  remembered,  and  its  effects  seen  in  eternity. 
The  universal  clamor,  as  we  left  was,  "  Come  again  as  soon 
as  you  can." 

J.  W.  Allen,  of  Franklin,  Mich.,  writes:  — 
In  brief,  this  Commission  is  not  only  doing  an  un- 
matched good,  but  that  which  in  no  other  way  could  be 
done.  This  was  nobly  and  clearly  conceded  by  a  minis- 
ter soldier  in  a  public  welcome  to  us  before  the  soldiers. 
"Comrades,  our  government  is  liberal  beyond  precedent, 
but  owing  to  the  necessary  red-tape  around  some  things, 
and  the  manner  of  appointing  chaplains,  we  must  die  in 
vast  numbers  of  cases  before  help,  bodily  or  spiritual, 
could  reach  us,  but  for  this  noble  Christian  Commission. 
Therefore  let  us  accord  those  Delegates  a  cordial  and 
helpful  welcome." 


30 

I  found  in  hospitals  and  on  dying  beds,  cases  where 
Christ  had  been  previously  found  under  the  labors  of  the 
Commission,  in  camps. 

One  vast  good  resulting,  will  be  the  conserving  influence 
on  the  whole  army,  so  that  when  it  disbands,  the  influ- 
ence flooded  back  on  the  country  will  not  be  as  poisonous 
as  was  feared.  Never  was  better  material  in  an  army, 
never  was  an  army  so  nobly  cared  for. 

But  time  is  short  and  most  precious,  and  the  watch- 
word should  be,  '■'■worh  while  the  day  lasts."  God  be 
praised  for  the  grand  conception  and  fulfilment  of  the 
U.  S.  Christian  Commission.     Amen.  , 
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roEM  or  ooNSTiTUTioir 


FOR 


LADIES'  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSIONS. 


ladies'  Christian  Commission  of 

A:uaciliart/   to   the    United    States    Christian 
Commission  for  the  Army  and  Navy. 

Article  I.  The  officers  of  this  Commission  shall  be  a  Px'esi- 
dent,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  chosen  annu- 
ally from  the  ladies  of  the  congregation,  but  to  hold  office  until 
others  shall  be  elected. 

Article  IL  Any  member  of  the  congregation,  man,  woman, 
or  child,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Commission  by  the 
payment  of  One  Dollar  annually  into  its  treasury. 

Article  III.  All  money  received  for  membership  fees  shall 
be  paid  over  to  the  (*)  United  States  Christian  Commission, 
for  its  general  work,  and  go  into  a  national  "Membership 
Fund." 

Article  IV.  All  moneys  received  by  this  Commission  in  con- 
tributions over  and  above  membership  fees,  and  from  every 
other  source,  shall,  after  making  therefrom  all  necessary  pur- 
chases, and  defraying  needful  expenses,  be  paid  over  to  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission  for  the  general  work,  and 
go  toward  another  national  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  "Donation 
Fund." 

Article  V.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the 
of  ,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given   at   some  previous 

public  meeting  of  the  congregation.  Full  reports  of  the  affairs 
of  this  Commission  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  and  Trea- 
surer, and  an  election  of  officers  shall  be  held  at  each  annual 
meeting. 

Article  VI.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended 
at  any  annual  meeting,  provided  public  notice  be  given  at  the 
time  the  notice  of  the  meeting  is  given,  that  such  alteration  or 
amendment  will  be  proposed. 


COMMUNICATIONS  AND  CONTEIBUTIONS 

For  the  UNITED  STATKS  CHRISTIAN  COMfflSSION  may  be  sent  to  any  of  the  foUowing 
places,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  addressed  to  the  persons  designated. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Letters  to  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Kev.  Lemuel  Moss,  or 
Rev.  Bernice  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street;  money  to  Joseph  Patterson,  at  the 
■     Western  ]$ank  :  stores  to  George  H.  Stuart,  11  Bank  Street. 

NEW  YORK. — Letters  and  supplies  to  Nathan  Bishop,  30  Bible  House;  mo- 
ney to  James  M.  Brown,  69  Wall  Street. 

BOSTON. — Letters  to  Charles  Demond,  4  Court  Street;  money  to  Joseph  Sto- 
rey, 112  Tremont  Street,  stores  to  L.  P.  Roland,  Tremont  Temple. 

PITTSBURG.— Letters  to  Robert  C.  Totten :  money  to  Joseph  Albree,  71 
Wood  Street;  stores  to  W.  P.  Weyman,  79  Smithfield  Street. 

CINCINNATI. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay ;  money  and  supplies  to  A.  E. 
Chamberlain,  Rooms  of  the  Christian  Commission,  51  Vine  Street. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  to  C.N.  Todd;  money  to  James  M.Ray;  sup- 
plies to  G.  W.  Clippin2;er. 

CHICAGO.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801;  money  to  John  E.  Par- 
well;  supplies  to  Rooms  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Methodist 
Church  Block. 

MILWAUKEE. — Letters  to  D.  W.  Perkins ;  money  to  John  A.  Dutcher ;  stores 
to  Walter  S.  Carter,  care  Dutcher,  Ball  &  Goodrich,  103  East  Water  Street. 

ST.  LOUIS. — Letters  to  J.  H.  Parsons,  Rooms  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission;  money  to  Edward  Ticknor;  supplies  to  Isaac  S.  Smyth, Chris- 
tian Commission  Office,  under  Lindell  Hotel. 

DETROIT. — Communications  and  money  to  C.  F.  Clarke,  and  supplies  to  E.  C. 
Walker. 

BALTIMORE.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McJilton;  money  to  Rev.  G.  P.  Hays: 
stores  to  G.  S.  Griffith,  89  &  91  West  Baltimore  Street. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  to  F.  Gridley; 
supplies  to  John  D.  Hill,  M.  D. 

TROY,  N.  Y— Letters  and  money  to  F.  P.  Allen;  supplies  to  J.  H.  Willard. 

HARRISBURG,  PA. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  H.  Ro- 
binson. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Communications,  money,  and  supplies  to  Oliver  D. 
Grosvenor. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Communications,  money,  a.nd  supplies  to  William  Bal- 
lantyne,  498  Seventh  Street,  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  500  H  St. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY.— Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward  Har- 
dy, care  of  J.  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Main  Street. 

PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  to  Theo.  Higbee;  communications  and  supplies  to 
William  Reynolds. 

FREDERICK,  MD. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Bantz. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MD. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Evans. 

PORTLAND,  ME. — Communications  and  supplies  to  Thomas  R.  Hayes ;  mo- 
ney to  C.  Sturtdivant. 

BANGOR,  ME. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Money  to  John  W.  Vernon ;  communications  and  sup- 
plies to  Dea.  W.  J.  King. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D. ;  supplies 
to  W.  S.  Griffith,  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  Thos.  W.  Olcott;  letters  to  Levi  Dedrick;  mo- 
ney to  Wm.  MoElroy. 

LAMBERT VILLE,  N.  J. — Supplies  and  money  to  J.  A.  Anderson;  letters  to 
C.  Pierson. 

WHEELING,  W.  V. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  R.  Crangle. 

CLEVELAND,  0.— Letters  to  Rev.  L.F. Mellon;  money  to  S.H.Mather;  sup- 
plies to  Stillman  Witt. 
ST.  PAUL'S,  MINN.— Letters  to  II.  M.  Knox;  money  to  D.  D.  Merrill;   sup- 
plies to  D.  W.  Ingersoll. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  711  Mission   Street; 

money  to  P.  Sather,  (Sather  &  Co.,)  supplies  to  J.  B.  Roberts. 
SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 

McDonald ;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Pock. 
PORTLAND,  OREGON.— Ladd  &  Tilton. 


lE^FOEMATIOIsr 


FOR 


ARMY    MEETINGS. 


.A.TJC3-TJST,    1864. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JAMES  B.  RODGERS,  PRI>rTER,  52  &  54  NORTH  SIXTH  STREET. 


^-^;' 


EXPLANATION. 


,)''  This  little  pamphlet  is  issued  as  one  of  the     'fi 

|/     mDnthly  ssries  of  ciranlars  for  ths   spasifie  par-      'i 
jY'     pose  indicated  by  its  title  :  to  furnish  "Information      % 
(/    for  Army  Meetings."   Just  this;  no  more.  V 

';  These  circulars  are  not  monthly  reports.     They  do      ft 

not  give  the  entire  work  of  the  Commissioa.  The  pur-  'k 
pose  of  their  issue  is  more  fully  accomplished  by  a  few  h 
statements,  facts  and  incidents  than  it  could  be  by  a  vo-  ? 
luminous  and  full  report.  I 

The  June  circular  was  mainly  occupied  with  general  ;: 
principles  and  statements.  That  for  July  was  a  sketch  ( 
of  the  present  active  campaign  in  Virginia.  The  sta-  _? 
tistics  of  delegate  service  and  army  distribution  were  not  ;' 
given  in  either  of  the  two,  and  are  therefore  included  in  }i 
this  with  those  for  July.  /) 

A  list  of  Stores  distributed  during  the  three  months,     jf 
■;     May,  June  and  July,  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is     (J- 
?._     also  given  to  illustrate  the  extent  of  work  done  for     }< 
(;^     the  physical  benefit  of  the  soldiers.  () 

^  Y;  This   does    not  include  the  large   amount    of     ,.j' 

\     Stores  distributed  in   the  other  armies  of  the      y 
%     nation,   nor  yet  the  publications  distributed      ff 
\       in  any  of  our  armies  or  fleets,  of  which      A-' 
'\         the  amount -and  variety  has    been       J? 
\  very  great.  /f 

''''  /•! 

"""s.c;x::>'.r;«^'-''" 


V 


lE'OIDEJN^TS. 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  work  for  such  men  as  have  enlisted 
to  serve  and  save  our  beloved  country.  Their  heroic 
self-sacrifice  for  the  national  cause  excites  our  admira- 
tion. Their  generous  and  noble  impulses  for  liberty  and 
humanity  touch  our  hearts,  and  their  patient  endurance 
through  long  marches  and  hard  battles,  their  bravery  of 
the  spade  and  the  trench,  as  well  as  of  the  bayonet  and 
the  battle-field,  their  uncomplaining  cheerfulness  under 
loss  of  health,  limb,  liberty,  or  life,  make  it  a  precious 
privilege  to  do  what  we  can  to  relieve  their  sufferings, 
cheer  them  for  endurance  and  duty,  and  improve  their 
condition  for  time  and  eternity. 

Rev.  J.  Belville,  of  Holmesburg,  Pa.,  in  his  report 
just  made,  says : 

How  many  noble  self-sacrificing  men  I  met! — said  one 
whose  appearance  and  bearing  interested  me  deeply,  in 
answer  to  my  request  for  some  particulars  of  his  history: 
"  I  enlisted  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  with  two  brothers. 
They  are  dead.  I  left  a  father,  mother,  four  brothers 
and  a  sister  at  home.  My  father  and  three  of  those 
brothers  are  dead.  I  have  enlisted  for  three  years  more." 
"How  came  you  to  enlist  again?"  I  asked.      He  an- 


swered,  "  The  country  needed  men,  and  I  would  rather 
have  a  soldier  s  grave  than  that  the.  cause  should  failJ' 

He  was  not  a  professor  of  religion  when  lie  entered 
the  service,  but  had  been  hopefully  converted  in  the 
army. 

Rev.  Z.  Hurd  of  Cambria,  N.  Y.,  gives  in  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal  of  August  11th,  many  in- 
teresting incidents  of  delegate  work.  One  of  which  is 
the  following  just  in  point: 

A  young  man  was  brought  in  from  the  bloody  field 
before  Petersburg!!,  to  the  Hospital  at  City  Point,  and 
was  laid  down  with  hundreds  of  others  wounded  on  the 
sam3  field.  He  had  been  severely  wounded  by  a  ball 
passing  through  his  face  from  side  to  side,  taking  out 
his  tongue  and  several  of  his  teeth.  Another  ball  had 
taken  ofi"  his  ear.  Being  asked  by  a  delegate  (Rev.  J. 
H.  Knowles)  if  he  was  a  soldier  of  Christ,  he  beckoned 
for  a  pencil  and  wrote,  "Yes,  thank  God!"  adding, 
"Rally  round  the  flag,  boys,"  and  requested  that  this  be 
read  aloud  to  his  wounded  comrades.  When  it  was  read, 
they  broke  out  and  sang  it  with  shouts  and  cheers,  the 
poor  tongueless  man  joining  by  waving  his  hand.  Such 
is  the  spirit  of  the  brave  men  who  are  giving  their  lives 
to  save  our  country. 

Yes,  these  are  the  men,  this  is  their  spirit.  They  de- 
liberately, cheerfully,  sacrifice  home,  church,  father, 
molher,  brothers,  sisters,  yes,  life  itself,  for  our  Union. 
Is  any  thing  too  good  or  too  great,  to  give  or  to  do  for 
them  ? 


mt  mli%\t  0f  ®^0riktH0  h^m^mi  i\tm  h 


Their  frankness  is  charming.  They  are  so  accessible, 
so  ready  to  talk  and  to  listen,  and  so  intelligent  withal, 
that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  approach  them.  There  is  a  sobered 
though tfulness,  a  readiness  to  confess  and  turn,  an  ear- 
nestness of  purpose,  and  a  certain  military  activity  and 
energy  carried  into  their  religion,  peculiarly  charming. 
They  are  capital  hearers  and  are  unrivalled  in  prayer 
meetings.  There  is  something  heroic  in  the  promptness 
and  heartiness  of  a  soldier's  prayer-meeting. 

But  above  all,  the  delegate  is  surprised  and  gratified 
by  their  hearty,  whole-souled  manifestations  in  return 
for  every  kindness,  however  small. 

Those  who  have  read  the  graphic  description  in  the 
Congregationalist  of  July  29th,  entitled  "How  To  Do 
It,"  by  C.  C.  Coffin,  better  known  as  "Carleton,"  the 
Army  Correspondent  of  the  Boston  Journal,  will  not 
easily  forget  the  unbounded  joy  given  by  the  opportune 
arrival  and  distribution  of  a  consignment  of  oranges. 
One  orange  to  a  weary,  worn-out,  thirsty,  over-heated 
soldier  in  the  war  furnace  of  a  hot  Virginia  Summer's 
day,  seemed  enough  to  fill  his  heart  to  overflowing,  and 
set  him  to  hurrahing  for  the  people  at  home  who  sent  the 
oranges,  and  for  the  Christian  Commission  and  its  dele- 
gates who  brought  them. 

And  those  who  have  read  the  graphic  article  in  the 
August  number  of  Merry's  Museum,  by  Mr.  Stearns, 
its  editor  and  publisher,  who  went  as  a  delegate  to  the 


army  before  Petersburgh,  will  remember  the  deligbt 
given  by  the  timely  presentation  of  "Housewives," — 
They  are  always  timely,  there  is  never  enough  of  them — 
how  the  threadless,  needleless,  buttonless  soldiers  looked 
as  they  pulled  out  these  treasures  and  others,  one  after 
another,  and  how  when  it  came  to  the  note  from  the  one 
who  sent  the  gift,  how  the  brave  fellows  who  never 
quailed  before  the  enemy  were  fairly  mastered,  and  what 
touching  letters  they  wrote  in  return. 

Rev.  P.  B.  Fisk  of  Massachusetts,  in  his  report  just 
received,  says: 

At  Fort  Davis,  the  Christian  Commission  was  not  un- 
derstood. The  men  were  new  soldiers.  They  looked  at 
me  suspiciously.  I  was  stvidying  for  the  reason,  when 
one  said,  "  What's  to  pay  for  these  papers  ?"  I  explained 
the  matter,  showed  my  badge,  gave  them  a  copy  of  the 
Annual  Report,  and  when  finally  they  comprehended  it 
all,  and  received  paper  and  envelopes,  ''just  what  they 
had  wanted  all  along;"  they  sang  out  "Bully  for  the 
Christian  Commission  \"  "Bully  for  the  Christian  Com- 
mission \" 

It  would  be  our  duty  to  do  what  we  could  for  these 
defenders  of  our  Union,  even  though  they  should  never  say 
thank  you,  or  though  when  we  had  done  all,  they  should 
murmur  because  it  was  so  little;  but  when  received  by 
them  as  gratefully  as  if  we  were  angels  from  heaven, 
the  duty  becomes  a  delight.  Like  the  eloquence  of 
Whitefield,  it  might  induce  a  Franklin  to  empty  his 
pockets,  or  move  a  Whitefield  himself  to  go  and  work 
among  them,  if  it  were  only  for  the  joy  of  the  work. 


The  government  calls  for  more  men  to  replenist  tlie 
army.  This  is  right.  We  all  assent  to  it  heartily,  even 
though  the  call  comes  home  to  us.  We  esteem  it  good 
economy  for  the  national,  state  and  local  authorities  to 
levy  taxes  to  pay  bounties,  and  we  cheerfully  supplement 
all  this  by  generous  subscriptions,  to  fill  up  our  ranks. 
We  esteem  it  wise,  and  it  is  so.  How  much  more  so 
however  to  save  veterans,  if  we  can.  If  a  soldier  enlist- 
ed costs  a  thousand  dollars  in  various  bounties  and  ex- 
penses, we  do  not  object.  Yet  one  veteran  saved,  is 
worth  two  new  men  enlisted,  and  it  is  amazing  how  Utile 
Just  at  the  right  time,  and  just  in  the  right  way,  will  save 
a  man's  life. 

Rev.  Mr.  Fisk,  in  his  report  quoted  before,  gives  an 
instance  of  this  kind.  He  was  in  Washington  the  night 
of  the  skirmish  near  Fort  Stevens.  With  Rev.  B.  F. 
Leavitt  of  Lowell,  he  went  out  to  see  what  they  could 
do,  taking  each  a  canteen  of  cocoa,  and  a  little  wine, 
jelly,  and  crackers ;  perhaps  about  as  much,  in  hope  of 
getting  past  the  guard  with  the  show  of  aid,  as  in  ex- 
pectation, that  what  they  carried  was  to  save  the  lives  of 
several  men.  Arrived  at  the  hospital,  and  finding  it  full 
of  the  wounded,  they  reported  themselves  to  the  surgeon, 
as  ready  to  do  his  bidding.  He  said,  "  If  you  have  a  little 
wine,  it  will  in  all  prohability  save  the  lives  of  two  or 
three."  0,  how  mean  the  little  bottle  looked  then  to 
them !  Yet  how  good  to  have  even  that !  No  supplies 
had  arrived.     No  coffee,  no  rations  for  the  men.     What 
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little  they  carried,  was  about  all  there  was  on  the  ground. 
They  gave  out  all  the  cocoa,  then  refilled  with  water,  mixed 
in  the  jelly,  and  as  they  gave  it  out,  received  almost  con- 
stantly, as  they  passed  along,  the  soldiers'  "God  bless 
you,"  "God  bless  the  Christian  Commission."  It  was 
to  them  and  to  the  soldiers  at  least  the  "  cup  of  cold 
water  "  not  without  the  reward,  but  to  the  country  it  was 
more.  \\,^dL&  several  veterans  of  the  fighting  Sixth  Corps 
saved  to  the  army.  And  it  is  an  illustration  on  a  small 
scale  of  what  has  often  taken  place  on  a  large  one. 

In  the  ninth  and  eighteenth  corps  the  delegates  spend 
the  forenoons  among  the  soldiers  in  reserve,  who  are  not 
in  the  trenches.  They  distribute  reading  matter  and 
stationery.  They  learn  from  officers,  and  from  personal 
inspection  the  wants  of  those  who  are  ailing,  but  not 
sick  enough  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital.  They  give  an 
order  for  the  supply  of  these  wants,  which  is  filled  from 
the  supply  tent  at  the  Corps  hospital;  in  this  way  hun- 
dreds of  men  are  kept  fit  for  duty  who  would  otherwise 
be  on  the  sick  list. 

It  would  be  entirely  safe,  as  a  basis  of  argument,  to  say, 
that,  if  for  every  veteran  saved  to  the  army  by  the  time- 
ly aid  of  the  Christian  Commission,  one  quarter  the 
amount  paid  for  bounty  money  to  each  should  be  given 
to  the  Commission,  the  aggregate  would  be  at  least  equal 
to  that  of  all  the  contributions  it  has  received  from  the 
first  day  until  now.  Therefore,  as  a  matter  of  patriotic 
economy,  where  should  the  limit  be  placed  of  what  we 
should  do  in  this  behalf?  Should  it  be  short — one 
dollar,  or  one  hour's  service,  short,  of  all  we  can  do  ? 
No.     Yet,  alas,  it  is  far,  far,  very  far  short. 

One  thing;  is  certain,  we  have  not  done  all  we  had 
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opportunity  to  do.  Doubtless  some  thousands  of  veterans 
may  have  been  saved  to  the  army,  during  the  three 
months  or  so  of  the  present  campaign.  But  with  double 
the  means,  the  plans  of  the  commission  might  have  been 
doubly  extensive,  and  twice  as  many  lives  might  have 
been  saved. 

Now  we  are  in  some  measure  doing  the  work  open  to 
us  in  the  hospitals,  but  in  the  trenches  there  could  be 
many  times  more  done  than  we  are  doing,  if  we  had  means 
sufficient. 

Give  us  $20,000  a  day,  and  every  dollar  of  it  shall  be 
economically  bestowed  in  saving  lives  and  saving  souls. 

Rev^  Mr.  Belville  in  his  report  says :  In  many  cases  of 
special  religious  interest,  prominent  among  the  instru- 
mentalities alluded  to,  are  the  instructions,  prayers  and 
letters  of  mothers.  A  young  man  came  to  me  on  a 
Sabbath  evening,  after  preaching,  and  said,  "That  sermon 
was  meant  for  me."  I  answered,  "  The  truth  is  appro- 
priate to  us  all."  "  Yes,"  said  he,  "  but  that  sermon,  I 
feel,  was  a  message  from  God  to  me."  He  wept,  as  he 
said,  "  I  have  a  pious  mother,  who  sent  me  to  the  Sab- 
bath school,  and  often  prayed  with  me  at  home,  and  she 
never  writes  to  me,  without  entreating  me  to  attend  to 
the  interests  of  my  soul.  But  I  have  been  a  wanderer, 
and  though  of  late  I  have  been  very  anxious,  I  have 
found  no  mercy.  That  sermon  seemed  just  for  me,  and 
I  believe  my  sins  may  be  forgiven,  and  that  God  has 
heard  my  mother's  prayers."      We  knelt  and  prayed 

1* 
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beneath  tlie  quiet  moonlight,  and  I  thought  the  angels 
were  rejoicing  over  another  penitent.  The  next  morning 
he  went  to  the  front,  and  I  saw  him  no  more. 

Tliis  mother  may  have  helped  to  answer  her  own 
prayers^  and  save  her  son,  hy  helping  the  Commission  to 
send  delegates  to  the  field,  or  helping  to  fill  their  hands 
with  supplies  for  their  worh,  or  hoth :  who  can  tell  ?  Who 
knows,  hut  that  God  has  used  the  gifts  of  thousands  of 
mothers,  sisters,  brothers,  and  fathers,  in  this  way  to 
answer  their  own  prayers,  for  the  relief,  comfort,  and 
salvation,  body  and  soul,  of  those  away  in  the  war,  for 
whom,  they  were  praying  daily? 

Blessed  thought,  that  fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and 
sisters,  pastors  and  people,  may  supply  the  means,  which 
God  shall  use  to  answer  their  prayers,  and  save  the  loved 
ones  gone  to  the  war. 

But  after  all,  this  is  a  minor  matter.  The  fact,  which 
should  impress  itself  upon  every  heart,  in  all  its  great 
proportions,  is  this:  that  there  are  scores  of  thousands  in 
the  service,  who  have  no  praying  ones  at  home,  to  carry 
their  case  to  the  mercy  seat. 

The  Whole  Army  and  Navy  should  be  earnestly  prayed 
for  by  the  Whole  Ghurcli  of  Christ. 

Mr.  Hurd,  in  the  article  quoted  before,  tells  us,  that  in 
a  glorious  meeting  at  White  House  Landing,  a  chaplain 
from  Michigan,  in  the  fervor  of  the  hour,  said,  "  The 
Christian  Commission  has  revolutionized  the  religious 
condition  of  our  armies,  and  given  directions  how  best 
to  reach  the  soldier:  it  is  useless  to  talk  to  him  about 
religion,  while  he  is  parched  with  thirst,  or  suffering  for 
want  of  food  or  medicine." 

There  is  solid  truth  in  this  fervid  statement.     A  re- 
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volution  has  been  effected  in  the  religious  condition  of 
our  armies,  but  it  is  far  from  being  completed.  The  tide  is 
turned,  but  the  grand  work  of  actual  conversion  is  only 
begun.  We  ought  to  hope,  pray  and  work  for  twenty 
conversions  in  the  future  to  one  in  the  past.  We  have 
indeed  learned  how  best  to  reach  the  soldier.  Let  us 
not  fail  to  reach  every  one,  who  is  not  incorrigible. 


A  conviction  deep  and  growing  begins  to  pervade  the 
army  itself,  that  the  army  must  he  converted  to  God,  to 
insure  its  success  in  conquering  tlie  rebellion.  This  is 
reasonable.  God  reigns.  He  has  a  right  to  claim  loyalty 
to  himself  as  a  condition  of  success  to  the  loyal  cause. 
And  who  shall  say  that  this  conviction  is  not  from  God 
himself,  and  the  harbinger  of  a  great  and  glorious  work 
of  God  in  the  army  ? 

Let  us  at  home  do  our  duty  toward  the  soldiers,  and 
wait  upon  God  for  the  display  of  his  gracious  power. 
What  a  glorious  thing  it  would  be  to  evangelize  the 
army;  for  the  army  would  evangelize  America,  and 
America  would  evangelize  the  world ! 
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DISTRIBUTIOISrS. 


No  tables  have  been  prepared  of  the  immense  amount 
of  publications  distributed  east,  west,  or  south. 

No  reports  have  been  received  of  the  hospital  stores 
distributed  in  the  west. 

The  following  table  includes  hospital  stores  alone,  and 
of  those  only  the  amount  distributed  in  the  one  com- 
bined army  operating  against  Richmond : 


MAY,  JUJSTE,  and  JULY, 


IN  THE  ARMY  OF 

14,570  Shirts. 
10,439  Pairs  Drawers. 
11,500      "       Socks. 
2,060      "       Slippers. 
9,077  Handkerchiefs. 
-426  Dressing  Gowns. 

84  Coats. 
122  Vests. 
77  Pants. 
4  Rubber  Pants. 
93  Pairs  GloTes. 
303  Caps. 
161  Pairs  Shoes. 
2,436      "      Suspenders. 


THE  POTOMAC. 

22  Collars. 

45  Neck-Ties. 
1,848  Hats. 
1,040  Sheets. 

412  Quilts  and  Spreads. 
2,655  Pillows. 
1,457  Pillow  Cases. 

52  Ind.  Rubber  Blankets. 

41  Bed  Ticks. 
337  Blankets. 
1,809  lbs.  Tea. 
4,004     "    Coffee. 
3,083     "    Cocoa. 
2,472     «    Chocolate. 
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946 

ibs.  Butter. 

2  Bbls.  Beets, 

6,960 

**    Cheese. 

12     «      Eggs. 

4,543 

"    Ham. 

15  Boxes  Herrings. 

8,800 

"    Meats,  Assorted. 

319  lbs.  Tapioca. 

10 

"    Beef  Tongue. 

18  Half  lbs.  Nutmegs. 

400 

'«    Lamb      " 

179  lbs.  Rice. 

500 

"    Pigs'  Feet. 

13  Cans  Sago. 

736 

"    Bologna  Sausage. 

12,564     "      Jellies. 

5,544 

"    Turkey,  (in  cans.) 

194     "      Chow  Chow. 

72 

"    Duck,           do. 

3,910  Galls.  Ass'ted  Pickles. 

288 

"    Goose,          do. 

33  Bottles  Horse  Radish. 

216 

"    Veal,           do. 

454  ibs.  Gelatine. 

3,888 

"    Mutton,       do. 

100  Galls.  Vinegar. 

216 

"    Salmon,       do. 

6  Jars  Pepper  Sauce.- 

6,350 

"    Beef  Tea. 

141  Bottles  Honey. 

596J 

"    Dried  Beef. 

2  Boxes  Figs. 

2,629 

"    Roast     Beef,    (in 

98  lbs.  Pepper. 

cans.) 

154J  lbs.  Condiments, 

463 

Cans  Soup. 

Assorted. 

243 

"       Oysters. 

66  lbs.  Barley. 

38,290 

"       Condensed  Milk. 

427     "    Oat  Meal. 

7 

"       Sardines. 

394     "    Arrow  Root. 

5 

"       Mutton  Tallow. 

12,215  Bottles  Fruit  Syrup. 

2,952 

"      Assorted  Meat. 

2,031       "         Flavoring  Ex- 

10,217 

^s.  Corn  Starch. 

tracts. 

9,805 

"    Farina. 

48       "        Coffee  Extra&t, 

18,127 

"    Sugar. 

2  Boxes  Citric  Acid. 

28,266 

"    Crackers. 

709       "      Lemons. 

2,720 

"    Dried  Rusk. 

341       "      Oranges. 

163  ] 

joaves  of  Bread. 

18,178  Cans  Tomatoes. 

196  ] 

3bls.  Potatoes. 

15,600     "      Assorted  Fruits. 
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40  Jars  Tamarinds. 

288  Yeast  Powder. 

3,955  tfcs.  Dried  Apples. 

140  Yds.  Plaster. 

362J  fts.  Prunes. 

120  lbs.  Elixir  Tonic. 

13  Bbls.  Apples. 

50     "    Epsom  Salts. 

297  Tons  Ice. 

10  Galls.  Camphor. 

7,600  R)s.  Cod  Fish. 

3  Itjs.  Dover  Powder. 

1,080     "    Broma. 

7  Bottles  Liniment. 

2     "    Macaroni. 

17     "  Oil. 

114|  Half  Bbls.  Onions. 

43     "  Assorted  Medi'nes 

3,150  Cans  Peaclies. 

1  Chest      " 

.380  lbs.  Dried  Teaches. 

1  Box  Pills. 

402     "    Dried  Fruits. 

4  Boxes  Salve. 

3  Boxes  Cranberries. 

8  Quarts  Flax-Seed. 

10       "       Fresh  Quinces. 

3,634  Pads. 

11  Bottles  Ketchup. 

1  Cask  Cloride  of  Soda 

10  Bbls.  Turnips. 

469  Arm-slings. 

906  Cabbages. 

6  Pieces  Muslin. 

1,400  lbs.  Flour. 

51  Large  Cases  of  Lint. 

60     "    Lard. 

35,339  Rolls  Bandages. 

120  Bags  Salt. 

1,2-52  Pair  Crutches. 

.3,597  Bottles  Brandy. 

60  Sick  Feeders. 

5,721     ♦'  Wine. 

12  Catheters. 

885     "  Whiskey. 

6  Hospital  Tables. 

5,284.  "  Ale  &  Porter. 

31  Nest's  Camp  Kettles. 

1,402     "  Assorted  Liquors. 

63  lbs.  Sponge. 

76     "  Cider. 

12  Eye-Shades. 

68     "  Cordial. 

5,376  Towels. 

3     "  Raspberry. 

4,920  Housewives. 

414     "  Alcohol. 

13  lbs.  Thread. 

4,618     "  Essence  of.Jamaica 

1,201     "    Candles. 

Ginger. 

2,499     "    Soap. 
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106 

1,322 

832 

1,236 

880 

239 

294 

30 

6 

24 

14 

52 

328 

884 

180 

49 

11 

10 

10 

18 

Q 

25 
12 
11 


R)s.  Hops. 
Bottles  Bay  Rum. 

"       Cologne. 
Spoons. 

Knives  and  Forks. 
Pair  Scissors. 
Plates. 
Axes. 
Saws. 

Water  Pails. 
Kettles. 
Lanterns. 
Cups  and  Saucers. 
Tin  Cups. 
Wash  Basins. 
Buckets. 
Tin  Cans. 
Iron  Pans. 
Tunnels. 
Wash  Tubs. 
Cream  Freezers. 
Lemon  Squeezers. 
Grates. 


24  Candle  Sticks. 

276  Bottles  Ink, 

2,872  Pencils. 

1,028  Pen  Holders. 

2,316  Combs. 

6,725  Fans. 

24,302  Quires  of  Paper. 

t68,500  Envelopes. 

4,100  Needles. 

24  Pin  Cushions. 

2  Cards  of  Buttons. 

708  Musquito  Nets. 

509  Sets     of    Frames 

for 

same. 

288  Buckles. 

97  Spool  Cotton, 

4  Papers  of  Pins. 

60  Boxes  Blacking. 

59  Gross  Pens. 

1,210  Boxes  of  Matches 

656  Cases      of      Hospital 

Stores,  Assorted, 

not 

enumerated    in 

the 
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The  amount  received  at  the  Central  Office,  from  May 
1st  to  August  1st,  1864,  is  $413,235.58. 

This  does  not  include  what  has  been  received  by  the 
Branches  and  Army  Committees,  except  such  amounts  as 
have  been  transmitted  to  the  Central  Office.  Their  re- 
eeipts,  if  added,  would  largely  swell  this  sum. 

Contributions  from  California  are  beginning  to  come 
in  freely.  Several  remittances  have  been  received, 
amounting  to  about  $40,000,  all  within  a  very  short  time. 

The  movement  on  the  Pacific  Coast  in  behalf  of  the 
Christian  Commission  commenced  only  a  few  weeks  ago. 
A  Pacific  Christian  Commission  has  been  organized, 
having  San  Francisco  as  its  centre,  with  Army  Commit- 
tees in  many  of  the  principal  places  of  the  Pacific  States. 
A  Ladies'  Pacific  Christian  Commission  has  also  been 
formed. 

Through  the  Pacific  Christian  Commission  generous 
contributions  have  come  already  from  San  Francisco, 
Sacramento,  Stockton,  Napa  City,  and  other  places,  and 
from  the  ladies.     A  noble  beginning — full  of  promise. 

Total  number  of  Packages  received  at  Central  Office, 
trom  May  1st  to  August  1st,  2,723. 

gieliegaitifs. 

During  the  months  of  May,  June,  and  July,  about 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  delegates  have  been  sent  to 
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the  field,  making  in  all,  since  the  commencement  of  de- 
legate work,  about  2,625. 

A  curious  calculation  has  been  made,  showing  the 
following  results : — Averaging  the  term  of  service  of  the 
delegates  commissioned  during  the  three  months  men- 
tioned, at  five  weeks  each,  their  labors  would  be  equiva- 
lent to  those  of  a  single  person  for  eighty -four  years  and 
eight  months.  In  other  words,  a  man  would  have  to 
live  beyond  the  fourscore  years  which  the  Psalmist  as- 
signed as  the  remotest  limit  of  life,  to  do  what  the  dele- 
gates of  the  Christian  Commission  have  done  during 
three  short  months. 

Extending  this  method  of  computation  so  as  to  include 
the  number  of  delegates  commissioned  since  the  com- 
mencement of  delegate  work,  and  making  every  allow- 
ance for  short  terms  of  service,  occasioned  by  sickness 
and  other  causes,  we  have  the  following  result: — That 
the  total  labor  of  delegates  for  that  time  would  be  equi- 
valent to  the  labors  of  a  single  person  for  two  hundred 
and  fifty  years  and  ten  months,  or  (to  put  it  in  a  more 
conceivable  form)  to  the  ordinary  Sabbath  services  of 
three  hundred  evangelical  ministers  for  more  than  three 
hundred  and  four  Sabbaths. 


The  time  is  at  hand  when  pastors  will  have  returned 
to  their  people,  and  all  the  absent  will  be  home  again 
from  their  summer  recreations — the  time  of  all  otheris 
most  favorable  for  the  ladies  to  go  forward  with  the  great- 
national  movement  so  well  started  just  as  the  summer- 
was  opening. 

2* 
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The  grand  design  of  the  movement  will  not  he  fulfilled 
unless  the  great  mass  of  our  people  are  embraced  in 
these  Commissions.  Every  place  should  be  canvassed. 
Every  congregation  should  have  its  Ladies'  Christian 
Commission,  and  all  the  people,  old  and  young,  male  and 
female,  should  become  members.  This  will  insure  a  po- 
pular interest  at  home,  and  a  great  fund  for  the  field. 
A  million  of  members  should  be  secured,  and  a  million 
of  dollars  raised.     The  ladies  can  do  this,  if  they  will. 

Pamphlets  embodying  the  plan,  will  be  sent  to  any 
one  free  of  expense,  if  ordered  from  any  ofiice  of  the 
Commission. 


The  following  graphic  description  of  the  novel  inven- 
tion, and  the  noble  service  it  rendered  immediately  after 
its  arrival  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  is  extracted 
from  an  interesting  report  of  "A  Working  Day  in  the 
^Christian  Commission,"  by  Rev.  C.  H.  Richards,  of  New 
Hampshire,  one  of  the  delegates  who  rendered  timely 
service-  in  the  Ninth  and  Eighteenth  Corps,  July  30th, 
1864,  the  day  of  the  mine  explosion  and  bloody  repulse 
before  Petersburg. 

The  Cooking  Wagon  was  presented  to  the  Christian 
'Commission  by  Jacob  Dun  ton,  Esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  its 
inventor. 

After  describing  the  explosion,  the  roar  of  the  cannon, 
the  rattle  of  musketry,  the  suspense,  the  coming  in  of 
the  wounded,  the  overwhelming  work  of  surgeons,  Mr. 
Richards  speaks  of  the  delegates  and  their  work,  and  of 
the  wagon,  as  follows : 

"  Here  and  there,  amid  these  scenes  of  distress,  shone, 
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>  like  the  star  of  hope^  the  silver  badge  of  the  Commission. 
Pleading  faces  locked  up  to  those  that  wore  it  for  help, 
and  smiled  gratefully  on  them  as  they  went  back  and 
forth  on  their  errands  of  love.  It  seemed  delightful  to 
the  poor  fellows  to  see  some  one  at  such  a  time,  who 
wore  the  badge  of  "  Christian." 

What  was  the  "legitimate  business"  of  the  Christian 
at  such  a  time?  It  was,  as  always,  to  imitate  his  Divine 
Master.  Accordingly,  the  delegates  worked  with  un- 
tiring zeal  in  mitigating  the  bodily  distress  and  suffering 
of  these  brave  men.  Some  twenty-five  or  thirty  earnest, 
faithful  men  labored  at  the  field  hospital  of  the  Ninth 
and  Eighteenth  Corps  through  all  the  heat  of  that  long 
day,  and  rendered  most  effective  service.  Here  was  a 
divine,  with  his  coat  off  and  his  sleeves  rolled  up,  ten- 
derly cutting  off  the  clotted  garment  from  a  wounded 
limb,  and  bathing  it  with  almost  a  mother's  care.  There 
knelt  another,  closing  the  eyes  of  one  who  had  just  died, 
and  clipping  from  his  brow  the  lock  of  hair  to  be  sent 
home  with  his  effects,  as  a  memorial  for  his  friends  to 
cherish.  Yonder  passes  a  delegate  with  a  pail  of  ice- 
cold  lemonade,  or  of  milk  punch;  and  here  comes  one 
with  some  canteens  full  of  water  for  parched  lips  and 
aching  wounds.  Thank  God  for  water!  It  is  the  prime 
necessity  at  such  a  time,  and  he  who  gives  a  cup  of  cold 
water  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  here,  is  doubly  blessed. 

I  must  refer  particularly  to  one  prominent  feature  of 
their  work  for  weary,  wounded  bodies  on  this  day,  which, 
for  its  novelty  and  usefulness,  deserves  especial  mention. 
Some  of  the  newspapers  have  mentioned  a  new  Cooking 
Wagon,  presented  by  the  inventor  to  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, which  is  thoroughly  sui  generis.      It  is  con- 
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structed  somewhat  like  a  battery  caisson,  so  that  the 
parts  can  be  unlimbered  and  separated  from  each  other. 
The  "  limber,"  or  forward  part,  bears  a  large  chest,  which 
is  divided  into  compartments  to  contain  coffee,  tea,  sugar, 
and  corn  starch,  with  a  place,  also,  for  two  gridirons  and 
an  axe.  From  the  rear  portion  rise  three  tall  smoke- 
pipes  above  three  large  boilers,  under  which  there  is  a 
place  for  the  fire,  and  under  the  fire,  a  box  for  the  fuel. 
Each  boiler  will  hold  fourteen  gallons,  and  it  is  estimated 
that  in  each  one,  on  the  march,  ten  gallons  of  tea,  or 
coffee,  or  chocolate,  could  be  made  in  twenty  minutes, 
thus  giving  ninety  gallons  of  nourishing  drink  every 
hour !  It  is  truly  a  most  ingenious  and  beneficent  in- 
vention. 

"  There  was  a  call  for  coffee.  A  party  of  delegates  at 
once  volunteered  to  respond  to  the  call.  The  fires  were 
lighted,  the  water  boiled,  the  coffee  made,  and  soon  the 
vehicle,  drawn  by  two  powerful  horses,  and  attended  by 
half  a  score  of  willing  laborers,  was  on  its  way  from  Di- 
vision to  Division.  Up  the  hospital  avenue  it  rumbled 
and  rolled,  past  the  long  rows  of  white  tents,  stopping 
at  this  cluster  and  that,  giving  to  all  from  its  generous 
supply.  You  should  have  seen  the  wondering  look  of 
the  men  as  it  passed  by.  They  rolled  themselves  over 
to  get  a  glimpse  of  it.  They  stretched  their  necks  for  a 
sight  of  it.  The  wounded  heads  forgot  to  ache,  and  the 
wounded  limbs  almost  forgot  to  cry  for  nursing  in  that 
moment  of  eager  curiosity.  Was  it  a  new  sort  of  ambu- 
lance? It  didn't  look  like  one.  What  did  those  three 
black  pipes  mean,  and  those  three  glowing  fires?  Is  it 
a  steam  fire  engine,  and  are  they  going  to  give  us  a 
shower-bath?     But  the  savory  odor  that  saluted  their 
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nostrils,  and  the  delicious  beverage  the  engine  poured 
into  their  little  cups,  soon  put  the  matter  beyond  all 
doubt.  They  soon  found  that  there  was  no  necromancy 
about  it,  for  it  had  a  substantial  blessing  for  each  one  of 
them,  and  they  gave  it  their  blessings  in  return.  One 
by  one,  such  as  were  able,  crowded  about  it  with  curious 
faces,  and  the  wagon,  as  it  stood  steaming  and  glowing 
in  the  midst,  was  the  theme  of  many  affectionate  com- 
ments. 

"'I  say.  Bill,  ain't  that  a  bully  machine?' 

'"Yes,  siV,  it's  the  greatest  institution  I  ever  saw.' 

"'That's  what  you  might  call  the  Christian  Light 
Artillery,'  says  a  third. 

" '  Good  deal  pleasanter  ammunition  in  it  than  the 
E-ebs  sent  us  this  morning.' 

"Well,  Doctor,"  said  a  Delegate  to  a  Surgeon,  "what 
do  you  think  of  this  ?" 

"  I  thank  the  Lord  for  it.  That's  all  I  can  say,"  was 
his  reply. 

And  so,  on  a  sudden,  the  new  invention  was  crowned 
with  the  praises  and  benedictions  of  the  admiring  crowd. 
It  was  a  marked  feature  in  the  work  of  the  day,  and 
must  be  set  down  as  one  of  the  "  peculiar  institutions  " 
of  the  Commission. 

But  while  thus  busily  caring  for  the  bodies  of  these 
brave  men,  it  was  not  forgotten  that  there  were  souls 
that  needed  care.  It  was  a  harvest-field  for  the  reaper. 
Would  you  think  it  hard  or  impertinent  to  speak  of  Jesus 
to  the  soldier,  as  you  are  bandaging  his  limb,  or  sponging 
his  heated  brow  ?  If  you  only  knew  how  their  hearts 
/were  reaching  out  to  you  for  Christian  counsel  and  com- 
fort, and  how  gladly  they  receive  the  messages  you  bring, 


22 

you  would  not  think  it  hard.  There  were  men  dying 
there  without  any  hope  for  the  future.  How  they  longed 
for  some  one  to  kneel  by  them,  and  tell  them  the  sim- 
plest and  surest  way  to  that  salvation  that  Jesus  has  pro- 
vided !  There  were  saints  there,  just  passing  over  into 
the  "  excellent  glory."  How  cheering  to  them  was  the 
touch  of  a  Christian  hand! 

Large  Shipment  of  Stores  for  the  Soldiers. 
The  following  is  the  invoice  of  the  cargo  of  the 
schooner  Charlotte  Shaw,  shipped  from  Boston,  by  the 
Christian  Commission,  and  which  arrived  at  City  Point 
about  half  a  day  previously  to  the  late  assault  on  the  rebel 
works.  The  arrival  of  such  a  large  quantity  of  stores, 
at  such  a  time  must  have  been  of  great  service  to  the 
wounded: — 264  tons  of  ice;  125  bbls.  potatoes;  78  lbs. 
onions;  10  bbls.  turnips;  909  cabbages,  in  crates;  7500 
lbs.  codfish;  70  boxes  lemons;  10  boxes  oranges;  2  casks 
prunes;  5  bbls  pickled  limes;  5  kegs  tamarinds;  40  boxes 
broma;  40  boxes  cocoa;  40  boxes  chocolate;  10  bbls.  pic- 
kles; 10  ten  gallon  kegs  pickles;  10  five  gallon  kegs  pic- 
kles; 20  dozen  raspberry  syrup;  10  dozen  ginger  syrup; 
5  dozen  lemon  syrup;  20  dozen  red  currant  jelly;  6  dozen 
raspberry  jam;  10  dozen  blackberry  jam;  200  dozen  con- 
densed milk. 


Providentially  the  Christian  Commission  has  an  excel- 
lent representation  at  Frederick  City,  in  the  persons  of 
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Gideon  Bantz,  Esq.,  and  his  -wortliy  lady,  -unsurpassed  in 
good  deeds,  Mrs.  Lex,  sister  of  Charles  E.  Lex,  Esq., 
of  Philadelphia,  and  others.  They  were  at  hand  ready 
to  give  the  earliest  possible  relief  and  comfort  to  the 
wonnded  and  dying  on  the  Monocacy. 

Providentially,  again,  it  happened,  that  the  morning 
of  the  first  day  that  the  field  was  approachable  from  the 
north,  and  before  it  could  be  approached  from  Baltimore 
or  Washington,  Col.  Scott,  Vice  Pres.  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Central  Rail-road,  sent  a  voluntary  offer  of  a  special 
car,  free  of  charge,  adapted  to  carrying  both  stores  and 
men,  to  go  via  Harrisburg  and  Gettysburg;  and  the  same 
morning  fourteen  delegates  came  to  Philadelphia,  en  route 
for  the  field.  Purchases  were  instantly  made,  the  car 
loaded,  and  the  delegation  posted  off  with  boxes  of  stores 
to  Harrisburg.  There  they  were  joined  by  otherS;  and 
went  forward  to  Gettysburg.  From  there,  reinforced  by 
R.  G.  M'Creary,  Esq.,  and  others,  wagons  and  teams 
were  procured  and  all  despatched  at  double  quick  to  the 
field.  Their  arrival  was  timely.  The  rebels  had  ex- 
hausted Frederick  City,  and  the  supplies  were  greatly 
needed.  The  wounded  were  all  removed  to  the  General 
Hospital  at  Frederick.  Others,  in  large  numbers,  came 
in  from  Harper's  Ferry,  Sandy  Hook,  and  elsewhere, 
and  great  good  has  been  accomplished  from  day  to  day. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Washington  Chronicle,  writing 
from  Frederick  City,  Md.,  says,  The  Christian  Commis- 
sion has  been  active  in  administering  to  the  wants  of  our 
troops  constantly  since  their  arrival  here.  The  march  of 
Saturday  and  Sunday  broke  down  several  hundred  of  our 
men.  Some  twenty  dropped  dead  of  sun-stroke,  and 
quite  a  large  number  of  others  are  not  expected  to  live. 
Four  hundred  sick  and  wounded  left  the  hospitals  here, 
to-day,  for  Baltimore, 
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Letter  from  the  General  Field  Agent. 

Nashville,  Tenn.,  July  13,  1864. 
Geo.  H.  Stuart,  Esq.,  Chairman  Christian  Commission. 

Ml/  Dear  Sir : — I  have  drawn  upon  you  to-day  for 
$1000.  The  demand,  pressing  and  often  distressing,  for 
supplies  at  hospitals,  uses  up  our  funds  rapidly.  Our 
stamp  and  stationery  bills  are  growing  heavy.  Men  at 
the  front  and  in  hospitals  have  no  possible  way  of  sup- 
plying themselves  with  stationery. 

Our  writing  table  in  this  office,  with  the  letters  brought 
in  from  the  front  by  delegates,  costs  not  less  than  fifteen 
dollars  per  day. 

I  have  purchased  a  span  of  horses  and  harness  for 
(Chattanooga.  We  have  a  glorious  station  at  Marietta, 
Greorgia.  The  "  Diet  Kitchens  "  are  working  finely.  I 
am  buying  all  the  berries  brought  to  market  for  ten  cents 
per  quart,  and  feeding  the  sick  in  these  hospitals.  I  had 
eight  bushels  this  morning,  and  shall  have  more  to- 
morrow. Do  I  spend  money  too  freely?  If  you  could 
see  the  poor  fellows  eat  our  chickens,  and  cry  over  a 
saucer  of  blackberries,  you  would  not  ask  me  to  retrench. 

Mrs.  S cooks  at  our  house  special  diet  dinners  for 

the  patients  of  hospital  No.  14.  Yesterday  she  went  in 
with  her  pails  and  tubs  and  baskets  around  among  the 
cots.  One  man,  terribly  mangled  in  the  shoulder,  tried 
to  be  brave,  and  not  appear  to  need  any  thing.     At  every 
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proposition  from   Mrs.  S ,  he  said,  "No,  I   thank 

you,"  even  to  chicken  soup;  but  when  he  saw  the  black- 
berries, his  courage  gave  way.  He  wovild  take  some; 
and  then  when  the  sugar  was  sprinkled  on,  he  cried  out, 
"Sugar,  too!  and  white  sugar  at  that!  That's  too 
much;"  and  he  was  obliged  to  ask  the  nurse  to  wipe  his 
face.  The  tears  were  blinding  him.  To-day,  his  cot 
was  empty.  It  was  his  last  earthly  testimony"  of  affec- 
tion. Very  truly  yours, 

Edward  P.  Smith. 


Every  hospital,  of  course,  has  its  own  kitchen.  Diet 
kitchens  are  extra.  From  the  hospital  kitchens  the  re- 
gular cooked  rations  of  the  soldiers  go  out  at  regular 
meal  times.  Abundant  as  may  be  the  regular  rations, 
and  wholesome,  too,  it  is  not  home  fare;  much  less  is  it 
the  fare  of  men  requiring  light,  palatable,  nutritious 
food,  to  save  an  utter  revolt  against  all  nutriment,  and 
arrest  the  slow,  sinking  process  leading  to  certain  death 
from  sheer  exhaustion. 

The  diet  kitchen  is  a  home  kitchen  enlarged.  The 
presiding  spirits  are  three  motherly,  sisterly  women,  who 
have  hearts  large  enough  and  tender  enough  to  feel  as 
if  every  soldier  were  a  son  or  a  brother,  and  nothing  too 
good  for  him  that  can  be  cooked,  and  no  pains  too  great 
to  be  taken  in  cooking  it. 

When  the  surgeon  is  baffled,  he  calls  in  the  aid  of  the 
ladies,  and  thus  saves  many  a  veteran  to  the  ranks,  and 
many  an  absent  one  to  the  loving  circle  at  home;  and 
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■when  the  surgeon  despairs,  and  his  skill  is  exhausted,  he 
turns  the  case  over  to  the  forlorn  hope  of  good  nursing, 
kind  care,  and  delicate  diet  prepared  by  woman's  instinct 
and  experience;  and  even  thus  some  are  saved  from  the 
soldier's  grave. 

.  The  kitchens  are  furnished  and  supplied,  and  the  la- 
dies sent  and  sustained,  by  the  Christian  Commission. 
From  Nashville,  Tennessee,  an  agent  writes  as  follows: 
''We  have  now  eleven  diet  kitchens  in  successful  ope- 
ration in  this  Department,  which  prepare  food  for  about 
five  thousand  of  the  worst  sick  and  wounded  men.  We 
are  extending  them  to  all  the  large  hospitals.  Some 
more  will  soon  be  in  operation.  There  will  then  be  only 
a  few  small  hospitals  left  without  them. 

"  The  great  want  now  is  supplies.  The  noble  women 
who  are  giving  their  best  energies  to  this  work,  and  are 
making  it  a  life-saving  and  soul-saving  power,  complain 
bitterly  of  the  want  of  supplies.  Every  thing  that  goes 
into  their  hands,  goes  directly  to  the  sick  and  wounded 
sufferers.  Nothing  is  lost  or  wasted.  The  immense 
number  fed  from  them,  makes  it  necessary  to  buy  largely. 
I  cannot  believe  that  the  generous  people  of  the  North 
would  fail  to  meet  this  demand,  if  they  knew  about  it." 
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Letter  from  Rev.  Shephard  "Wells,  Field  Agent. 

Leavenworth.  Kansas,  Aug.  9th,  1864. 
Rev.  W.  E.  BoARDMAN,  Sec.  U.  S.  C.  C: 

Dear  Brother : — I  am  looking  after  our  soldiers  in 
Missouri  and  this  State.  Have  visited  Rolla.  2600  men 
in  that  district.  Had  Rev.  D.  R.  Murphy  commissioned 
to  preach  and  distribute  on  a  route  of  300  miles,  from 
RoUa  to  Fort  Smith.  Several  thousand  troops  stationed 
at  different  points  all  the  way. 

On  the  other  line  of  the  Pacific  R.  R.,  reaching  nearly 
to  Kansas  City,  I  had  a  delegate  to  preach  and  supply 
troops  along  the  route:  250  miles. 

Now  I  am  here  in  Kansas  to  provide  more  thoroughly 
for  the  20,000  men  in  this  state,  and  at  Forts  which 
draw  their  supplies  from  this  city.  Last  Sabbath,  I  raised 
$500  here,  and  some  $100  or  $200  more  may  be  realized. 
This  city  is  only  9^  years  old;  crowded  with  refugees, 
women  and  children,  black  and  white,  camping  round 
in  the  woods — 20,000  refugees  in  the  State — churches 
just  budding — certainly  it  was  a  good  response.  This  is 
my  second  visit.  Last  winter  I  was  here  and  raised  $130. 
From  here  I  go  to  Kansas  City,  Lawrence,  Fort  Scott, 
&c.  It  is  rather  dangerous  travelling;  but  the  work 
needs  greatly  to  be  done.  My  visits  seem  so  cheering  to 
officers  and  men,  that  I  willingly  take  the  risk.  We 
need  two  good,  permanent  men  in  the  field. 
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J.  E..  Brown,  half  brother  to  "  Jolin  Brown,"  receives 
and  forwards  all  we  send  here.     He  is  a  most  excellent 
man,  truly  pious,  and  doing  a  world  of  good.     He  goes 
with  me  to  Lawrence,  Fort  Scott,  &c. 
Yours,  in  labors  of  loTe, 

Shephard  Wells, 

Field  Agent,  U.  S.  C.  C 

The  following  is  the  "Pastoral  Letter"  presented  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Mass.  Gen.  Association,  in  Springfield,  June  23,  by  Rev.  Alfred  Emerson,  of 
Fltchburg.  It  was  prepared  in  part  by  him,  and  in  part  by  Rev.  E.  P.  Smith, 
of  Pepperell,  who  has,  for  more  than  a  year,  had  general  charge  of  the  work 
of  the  Christian  Commission,  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland : 

Dear  Brethren: — The  record  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  becomes  more  and  more  eventful  with  every  pass- 
ing year.  Each  new  event  evolves  new  responsibility. 
Especially  is  it  so  amid  the  death  grapple  with  slavery 
and  rebellion,  which  is  now  taxing  the  resources  of  the 
nation  to  the  utmost. 

It  cannot,  therefore,  be  inappropriate  to  call  to  mind 
in  this  letter  some  of  the  duties  which  the  passing  his- 
tory of  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord  makes  imperative  upon 
us,  as  churches  and  disciples. 

Look  at  some  of  the  facts.  The  young  men  of  the 
land  are  in  arms.  Many  of  them  will  return  no  more. 
They  who  do  come  back,  are  to  tone  and  shape  society, 
for  at  least  two  generations.  For  not  a  few  of  them  must 
be  men  of  mark  at  any  time.  And  for  the  rest — with 
three  to  five  years  of  momentous  living,  few  will  return 
to  be  ordinary  men.     And  then  we  must  remember,  that 
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in  coming  years,  as  never  before,  the  prestige  of  life  in 
the  field  is  to  give  influence  among  the  American  people. 
Thus  the  future,  as  well  as  the  present,  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  Army.  Now  these  young  men  are  in  a  condition 
at  once  very  perilous,  and  very  hopeful.  Dear  brethren, 
do  they  not  claim  at  our  hands  a  large  increase  of  inte- 
rest and  of  eiFort  ? 

Two  opposite  accounts  come  from  the  army.  One  is 
of  increased  recklessness,  the  other  of  peculiar  suscepti- 
bility to  religious  influence.  Both  are  true.  The  first 
feeling  of  a  recruit  is,  freedom  from  restraint.  He  is  a 
soldier  now — not  a  citizen,  nor  a  son,  nor  a  father,  nor  even 
a  man,  but  a  soldier.  He  becomes  reckless,  wicked. 
But,  after  a  few  months  in  the  field,  amid  its  narrow  es- 
capes, the  graves  of  his  comrades,  its  wounds  and  sick- 
ness, not  unfrequently  in  utter  disgust  at  the  extreme 
wickedness  of  others,  he  begins  to  feel  his  loss  of  charac- 
ter, and  to  hunger  and  thirst  for  something  better. 
Speak  kindly  to  that  man,  of  Christ  and  of  eternity,  bring 
him  in  at  a  soldier's  prayer-meeting,  and  none  so  eager 
as  he  to  listen,  or  so  ready  to  obey. 

Thus  it  has  come  to  pass,  that  the  character  of  many 
of  our  older  regiments  has  become  wonderfully  changed 
for  the  better,  as  years  have  passed  on.  The  men  have 
yielded  to  wise  and  happy  Christian  influences.  Those 
have  become  humble  followers  of  Christ,  who  scarcely 
ever  entered  the  sanctuary  at  home.  The  infidel  and  the 
scoffer  have  bowed  before  the  cross.  Thus,  too,  we  have 
to  record  the  remarkable  fact,  that  Christian  eff'ort  the 
past  year  has  been  far  more  fruitful  in  the  camp,  than 
in  our  own  cities  and  villages.  Still  strange  contrasts 
are  seen  in  the  army — of  gaming  and  psalm-singing,  of 
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prevailing  sin  and  abounding  grace,  of  prayer  and  pro- 
faneness,  sucli  profaneness  as  we  never  hear  at  home; 
such  prayer  as  the  churches  know  nothing  of.  Jp.  the 
army  there  is  such  faithful,  fearless  piety,  as  we  can 
scarcely  find  in  the  world  beside.  The  truth  is,  virtue 
there  has  its  hot-bed,  as  well  as  vice.  One  campaign  is 
an  ordinary  lifetime.  In  such  circumstances,  character, 
good  or  bad,  matures  with  wonderful  rapidity.  It  is  as 
when  lava  is  pouring  from  the  bosom  of  the  volcano.  In 
an  hour  it  takes  form,  not  to  be  changed  till  the  heavens 
are  no  more.  Thus  the  army  is  not  only  the  hope  of  the 
nation;  it  is  also  the  field  of  destiny  to  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, and  as  suggested  already,  in  no  small  degree,  of 
the  country  itself. 

How  important,  then,  at  this  hour,  the  work  we  have 
to  do  for  the  soldier — and  how  full  of  hope.  In  the 
words  of  one  a  few  weeks  since,  in  camp :  "  The  army  has 
become  a  missionary  field  of  the  most  extraordinary  cha- 
racter the  world  has  seen.  Nothing  is  like  it,  or  has 
been  like  it  in  the  world.  The  Church  has  a  work  to  do 
in  respect  to  this,  which  she  does  not  half  appreciate. 
She  must  awake  to  far  more  earnest  efi"ort,  far  more  effi- 
cient co-operation  than  she  has  yet  rendered.  The  in- 
centives to  action  are  the  strongest  that  can  be  presented : 
the  salvation  of  multitudes  who  could  never  be  reached 
before,  of  multitudes  who  can  never  be  reached  again; 
a  wise  care  for  the  vast  interests  of  the  future,  depend- 
ing on  the  spiritual  condition  of  the  returning  troops. 
Shall  they  come  back  to  be  a  blessing  or  a  curse  ?  As 
soldiers  usually  come,  or  as  Cromwell's  did,  to  be  foremost 
in  every  good  enterprise?" 

Our  work  for  the  soldier  is  urgent  too.     It  must  be 
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done  quickly,  if  at  all.  It  cannot  be  deferred.  Soon  he 
will  lie  on  "  his  gory  bed,"  or  he  will  be  a  soldier  no 
more.  We  can  toil  for  him  to-day.  To-morrow  it  will 
be  too  late. 

And,  dear  brethren,  let  us  never  forget,  that  the  sol- 
diers' claims  on  us  are  liigh  and  peculiar.  Certainly  we 
must  not  neglect  or  undervalue  any  other  field  of  Chris- 
tian enterprise.  We  must  not  relax  our  endeavors  in 
behalf  of  the  Christless  at  home  and  abroad,  the  Catholic, 
the  freedman,  or  the  slave.  Still,  we  say  that  the  claims 
of  the  defenders  of  our  country  are  high  and  peculiar. 
They  far  outrun  every  other  of  humanity,  of  brotherhood, 
of  Christian  philanthropy.  We  owe  him  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude, which  many  lightly  appreciate,  but  which  we  can 
never  pay.  His  body  is  the  rampart  which  holds  back 
the  deluge  of  war  from  our  homes.  His  valor  makes 
possible  this  peaceful  life  in  our  communities.  All  we 
have,  his  valor  makes  our  own.  And,  oh,  at  how  stern  a 
sacrifice  !  Every  endurance  on  the  field,  and  in  the  hos- 
pital, every  torture  in  the  rebel  prison,  life  itself — this 
is  the  cost  to  him.  The  man  who  dies  for  us  !  Can  the 
claims  of  any  other  be  compared  with  his  ?  Passing  in 
a  moment  away,  shedding  his  blood  for  us,  are  we  not 
solemnly  bound,  if  we  can,  to  make  it  sure,  that,  for  the 
soldier,  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus  shall  avail  in  the  last 
solemn  day  ? 

As  thoughtfully  we  weigh  all  these  considerations,  is 
it  not  plain  that  care  for  the  soldiers — for  all  the  defend- 
ers of  our  country,  whether  by  sea  or  land — is  the  duty 
of  the  present  hour  ? 

And  how  is  it  to  be  done  ?  Through  every  instrument, 
every  agency  God  has  put  into  our  hand. 
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Let  faithful  chaplains  know,  and  let  their  regiments 
be  made  to  feel,  that  the  chaplain  is  the  representative  to 
them  of  the  piety  and  sympathy  of  the  churches.  Let 
choice  reading  for  gratuitous  distribution  be  furnished 
with  overflowing  liberality  j  so  that  the  hungry  soldier 
shall  never  ask  in  vain  for  the  bread  of  life.  Let  every 
follower  of  Christ  faithfully  observe  the  concert  of  prayer 
for  the  country,  on  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  in  every 
month.  And  thence,  for  the  soldier,  let  such  fervent 
petitions  rise  as  God  will  not  disregard.  There  and  every 
where,  let  there  be  such  earnest  interest  in  the  soldiers' 
welfare,  as  shall  show  our  gratitude  to  him  and  to  God, 
for  what  he  has  done — our  deep  concern  in  what  still  he 
has  to  do. 

Many  young  men  in  the  army  are  gone  from  our 
churches  and  congregations.  As  individuals,  let  these 
be  warmly  remembered  by  ministers  and  Christian  friends. 
They  are  out  of  sight — they  wander  in  out-lying  pastures, 
yet  sfill  they  are  of  the  flock  and  the  fold.  Do  they  not 
need,  may  they  not  claim,  special  interest  and  special 
care  of  those  beside  the  still  waters  at  home  ?  Many  of 
our  Christian  brethren  have  been  absent  for  years. 
Could  any  thing  be  more  proper,  more  salutary  in  itself, 
more  grateful  to  the  heart  of  the  war-worn  veteran  than 
words  of  Christian  counsel  and  cheer,  and  affection  ad- 
dressed to  him  personally  by  his  pastor,  by  the  church 
to  which  he  belongs?  Where  is  the  church  that  has 
done  its  whole  duty  in  respect  to  those  dear  absent 
brethren — its  fighting  members?  The  Christian  Com- 
mission is  an  instrumentality  born  of  the  times,  and  al- 
ready sealed  of  God.  It  is  the  indispensable  comple- 
ment of  every  other  agency.     It  cheers  the  chaplain.    It 
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intellectual  and  spiritual  food.  It  carries  the  prayers 
and  alms,  the  piety  and  the  solicitudes  of  the  sanctuary 
and  fireside,  every  comfort  in  its  power  to  bring  directly 
to  our  sons  and  brothers  in  camp  and  hospital,  on  picket 
post,  and  in  line  of  battle.  To  men  gathered  in  groups, 
its  delegate  brings  a  fresh  invoice  of  home  religion.  His 
sympathies  are  warm  and  gushing,  and  he  speaks  of  Je- 
sus and  danger  and  duty  as  no  other  man  can  speak. 
His  words  are  re-enforced  by  the  most  tender  associations, 
and  they  awaken  memories  that  keep  up  the  sermon  long 
after  the  preaching  is  over,  and  the  camp  fires  are  gone 
out.  Wonderfully  have  these  elforts  been  blessed  of 
(lod.  Chapel  tents  and  shady  groves  in  Virginia,  Ten- 
nessee and  Georgia,  have  witnessed  revival  scenes  un- 
known before,  even  in  this  land  of  revivals. 

The  delegates  say,  on  reaching  their  field,  "I  had  no 
conception  of  the  blessedness  of  this  work.'/  "The 
churches  do  not  understand  it."  " It  is  apostolic."  "I 
feel  as  if  I  were  treading  closer  in  the  Master's  footsteps 
than  ever  before."  "I  have  been  thinking  all  day  of 
that  judgment  welcome:  'Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it 
unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  my  brethren,  ye  have  done 
it  unto  me.' " 

So  delegates  speak.  And  the  permanent  agents,  who 
have  been  toiling  in  the  field  from  the  beginning,  are 
amazed  that  the  churches  do  not  wake  up  to  their  duty 
and  their  opportunity.  Thanks  be  to  God  for  what  has 
been  achieved.  But  the  whole  army  has  not  been 
reached.  Far  from  it.  Wickedness  abounds.  In  mul- 
titudes still,  ofiicers  and  men  are  becoming  more  harden- 
ed and  reckless.     To  many  old  regiments  the  bread  of 
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life  has  not  been  offered.  Ten  new  ones  a  week  are  go- 
ing into  the  field.  Thousands  of  men  are  falling  every 
day.  What  we  do  for  the  soldier  must  be  done  quickly, 
now. 

Brethren,  sustain  the  Christian  Commission.  Give  it 
the  largest  possible  efficiency.  It  is  one  of  the  best  or- 
ganized, the  most  economical,  the  most  needed,  the  most 
successful  agencies  that  ever  cheered  the  heart  of  bene- 
volence, or  brought  relief  to  man's  temporal  or  spiritual 
necessities.  Give  it  a  large  place  in  your  heart  and  in 
your  contributions.  Let  its  treasury  overflow  till  its  work 
is  done.  If  possible,  send  your  pastor  as  a  delegate,  and 
fill  his  hands  with  gifts  for  the  soldiers,  your  token  of 
love  and  gratitude  to  men  who  are  enduring  and  perilling 
every  thing  for  you.  His  short  absence,  amid  the  ap- 
palling scenes  of  war,  will  prove  a  blessing  to  him  and 
the  flock  to  which  he  ministers.  May  be,  as  others  have 
done,  he  will  bring  back  from  the  army  the  spirit  of  re- 
vival, the  richest  gift  of  Heaven  to  the  people  of  his 
charge. 

Dear  brethren,  by  our  faith  in  God,  the  issue  of  this 
struggle  is  not  doubtful.  It  seems  now  not  far  distant. 
But  whether  distant  or  not,  amid  the  fearful  scenes  that 
yet  must  come,  by  every  means  in  our  hand,  let  us  be 
faithful  to  the  soldier.  With  God's  blessing,  these  no- 
ble men  shall  give  us  back  our  country,  with  all  its  af- 
fluence of  good.  They  shall  rid  our  land  of  the  curse  of 
centuries,  and  establish  universal  freedom.  They  shall 
make  the  American  name  a  praise  and  a  blessing  in  all 
the  earth.  They  shall  send  down  the  wise  and  happy 
institutions  of  the  fathers  to  the  remotest  times.  Dear 
brethren,  when  this  fearful  contest  is  over,  and  multi- 
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tudes  liave  returned  to  share  witli  us  the  fruits  of  their 
valor — while  other  multitudes  sleep  in  the  shadow  of 
the  mountain  and  the  forest — beside  the  hamlet  and  the 
river  which  their  heroic  deeds  have  made  immortal,  may 
we  be  happy  in  the  consciousness  that,  as  in  the  eye  of 
God,  we  have  been  faithful  to  them  in  every  tender  hu- 
man solicitude,  every  earnest  endeavor  for  their  eternal 
welfare  and  the  Master's  honor. 
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SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H, 
McDonald ;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  B..  Peck. 

STOCKTON,  CAL. — Communications  and  money  to  Eev.  E.  Uappersett,  D.  D. 
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THE  WORK  m  THE  ARMY, 


Rev  E.  P.  Smith,  wlio  lias  charge  of  the  work  of  the 
U.  S.  Christiart  Commission  in  the  Departments  of  the 
Cumberland,  the  Ohio,  and  the  Tennessee,  sends  a  full 
and  valuable  Report  from  his  field.  We  present  some, 
interesting  extracts: 

LOUISVILLE, 

The  entrepot  of  the  Field.  Labor — marketing  for  or- 
ders from  Nashville — ^Providing  for  Diet  Kitchen  (5  of 
them)  and  work  in  hospitals  for  6000  or  7000  men,  and 
receiving  and  forwarding  delegates.  It  is  becoming  more 
and  more  important.  Mr.  Sedgwick  and  wife  will  un- 
doubtedly make  improvements  in  the  home  and  in  the 
work  generally.  All  our  stores,  except  those  by  Adam's 
Express,  are  now  received  and  re-shipped  at  this  office. 

NASHVILLE, 

The  base  of  supply  for  the  Army.  All  stores  are 
received  at  this  office,  and  distributed  by  invoice  to 
the  stations  further  on.  We  have  two  Store  Rooms,  and. 
one  of  the  largest  dwellings  in  town.  Delegates  report 
here  for  duty,  and  are  always  in  a  hurry  for  the  front. 
I  find  it  difficult  to  keep  a  supply  of  men  for  this  post.. 


We  have  work  for  sis  delegates.  Five  Diet  Kitchens 
in  general  hospitals  at  this  post — 8000  men  in  hospital — ■ 
we  accommodate  from  twenty  to  fifty  delegates  and 
agents  at  our  quarters.  Our  stores  are  now  averaging 
one  and  a  half  car  loads  per  week  shipped  to  Chattanoo- 
ga and  the  front,  besides  those  distributed  here  and 
along  the  line  to  Chattanooga,  through  Decatur  and 
Huntsville. 

We  have  for  use  here,  one  package  Express  wagon, 
one  buggy,  one  horse  and  three  cows.  I  am  negotiating 
for  two  more  horses  for  saddle  and  buggy.  We  can  ordi- 
nariJi/  get  an  ambulance  for  any  special  use,  and  always 
a  Government  wagon,  or  any  number  needed  for  hauling 
stores. 

The  Diet  Kitchens  involve  a  large  increase  of  labor, 
and  outlay  of  stores  at  this  Post.  We  hold  ourselves 
ready  to  supply  what  the  Government  cannot  furnish, 
and  have  purchased,  in  market  here,  delicacies,  such  as 
Chickens,  Berries,  Tomatoes,  Peaches  and  Apples  quite 
fi'eely  during  July  and  August.  I  shall  send  you  this 
Hospital  Account  for  these  months  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember. 

Our  religious  work  at  this  post  is  mostly  in  hospitals  and 
the  Military  Prison.  There  are  no  camps  of  posted  men 
or  convalescents  here  at  this  time.  The  Exchange  bar- 
racks, opposite  our  Rooms,  give  us  still  an  open  field  for 
,distribution,  and  prayer  and  preaching  meetings  daily. 
Our  Daily  Prayer  Meeting  has  been  moved  from  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church  to  the  McKendry  Chapel, 
near  the  centre  of  the  city,  and  on  Ch.  St.,  the  thorough- 
fare for  soldiers.  It  is  rarely  a  meeting  without  peculiar 
interest.     There  are  fifteen  thousand  Quarter  Master's 


men  at  tliis  post,  most  of  them  hardened  men,  and  un- 
godly to  excess.  We  have  three  preaching  appoint- 
ments weekly  among  them,  and  a  distribution  of  Reading. 

CHATTANOOGA, 

Now  the  base  for  the  "  Front,"  connected  by  rail  with 
the  army  before  Atlanta.  Cars  run  to  the  bank  of  the 
Chattahoochie,  five  miles  from  Atlanta. 

Here  Mr.  Lathrop,  an  Episcopal  clergyman  from  Lan- 
caster, Ohio,  is  in  charge,  and  has  general  supervision  of 
the  work  as  far  distant  as  Marietta,  G-a.,  where  Chaplain 
Critchfield,  acting  for  Lawrence  in  his  absence,  directs 
the  work,  as  also  that  in  the  corps  and  field  hospitals  in 
the  army  before  Atlanta. 

Our  store  room  and  reading  and  writing  room  has 
been  exchanged  for  one  much  better. 

The  work  at  Chattanooga  is  now  largely  in  hospitals, 
and  in  Exchange  Camp; — six  delegates  can  be  kept  con- 
stantly employed.  The  office  and  store  room  are  kept 
by  detailed  soldiers  under  Mr.  L's.  constant  supervision. 

We  have  here  four  diet  kitchens,  and  in  different  po- 
sitions five  chapel  and  Christian  Commission  hospital 
tents. 

Two  horses  and  a  heavy  express  wagon  help  out  our 
transportation  at  this  point.  Col.  Stanly,  the  post  com- 
mander, gives  every  facility  in  his  power.  But  we  are 
unable  to  draw  forage  or  purchase  of  Government,  and, 
consequently,  our  animals  are  expensive.  But,  fortu- 
nately, they  are  few  and  small. 

The  Ohio  and  Indiana  ^tate  agents  work  with  us  in 
the  utmost  cordiality,  and  oftentimes  we  can  fill  a  car 


together.     Tliis  is  true  of  Nashville,  as  well  as  Chatta- 
nooga. 

MARIETTA,  GA., 

Twenty-five  miles  from  Atlanta, — a  charming  town,  and 
will  be  held  for  hospital  purposes.  We  have  assigned  to  us 
for  store  room,  and  reading  and  writing,  a  large  and  com- 
modious building,  and  for  quarters  one  of  the  prettiest 
cottage  residences  in  the  place — the  parsonage  for  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  occupant  having  fled  with  his 
flock.  This  is  now  head-quarters  for  the  agent  at  the 
front,  and  from  four  to  six  delegates  can  be  employed. 

vining's  station,  ga., 

Near  the  banks  of  the  Chattahootchie  river — the  pre- 
sent site  for  the  General  Field  Hospitals  of  the  Army. 
Each  Department — Cumberland,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio — 
has  here  its  hospital  in  tents,  for  receiving  wounded  and 
sick  from  the  army  before  Atlanta.  Mr.  Critchfield  has 
this  in  charge,  and  uses  the  delegates  as  best  he  can  with 
the  difiiculties  for  quarters  and  transportation.  At  Ma- 
rietta and  this  station  we  have  two  horses  and  a  Georgia 
wagon.  But  it  is  with  extreme  difficulty  that  the  ani- 
mals can  be  kept  up,  for  want  of  forage.  Chaplain  Critch- 
field, as  cliajjlaiiij  draws  for  two  horses — his  own,  and 
one  of  ours  which  I  have  given  to  him. 

Our  work  in  following  up  the  army  has  been,  in  the 
main,  satisfactory.  At  the  first  we  were  partially  refused 
admittance  within  the  lines,  and  could  not,  therefore, 
make  any  provision  for  going  on  with  our  organized  sys- 
tem of  labor.  We  have  fallen  in  for  labor  wherever  we 
could.  The  Sanitary  Commission  have  allowed  us  to 
draw  freely  from  them  in  the  field, — much  more  freely 


than  at  their  stations.  Dr.  Reed,  the  General  Agent, 
told  me  at  the  front  that  he  should  take  it  as  a  personal 
favor  if  our  men  would  take  their  stores,  and  see  that 
the  men  got  them.  Now  we  are  shipping  much  more 
freely  of  all  our  stores,  and  are  able  to  put  more  into  the 
hands  of  the  delegates  who  go  to  the  trenches  and  front' 
hospitals.  We  have  now  thirty  delegates,  besides  the 
agents  in  the  field,  this  side  of  Louisville.  Could  use 
ten  or  fifteen  more  to  advantage. 

Our  reading  is  in  fair  supply,  and  comes  by  express 
ordinarily  up  to  date.  Adams'  Express  comes  freely  for 
us  to  any  station  in  the  army  where  they  have  an  ofilce. 
We  send  regularly  on  the  mail  train  through  that  Com- 
pany two  boxes  per  day  to  Chattanooga,  or  any  station 
this  side,  and  packages  of  papers  in  all  directions  at  any 
time.  Through  Chaplain  Thomas  we  are  putting  a 
choice  library  into  every  permanent  hospital  in  the  army. 
The  cost  will  be  |2,500  or  $3,000,  for  which  I  draw  on 
Cincinnati.  I  have  also  ordered  a  copy  of  the  New  York 
Evening  Post,  weekly,  for  every  twelve  men  in  hospital, 
to  go  by  mail  direct  from  office  of  publication  to  each 
hospital.     This,  also,  is  provided  for  by  Cincinnati. 

We  have  sixteen  diet  kitchens  established,  and  two 
more  to  begin  in  a  few  days.  Two  ladies  are  employed 
in  each  kitchen,  and  receive  twenty  dollars  per  month 
each.     This  expense  is  also  provided  for  by  Cincinnati. 

We  have  thirteen  detailed  soldiers,  who  are  put  out  of' 
active  field  service  by  decision  of  their  surgeons,  and 
turned  over  to  us.  In  many  cases  they  are  just  as  effi- 
cient as  any  men  we  could  hire  for  the  work  to  which 
they  are  put.  They  are  without  expense  to  us,  except 
we  furnish  them  clothing  out  of  our  store. 
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LETTER   PAPER. 

One  tliousand  reams  of  paper,  for  distribution  to  the 
soldiers  in  the  army  of  the  Cumberland,  have  been  sent 
by  the  Cincinnati  Branch  of  the  Christian  Commission 
since  their  last  report. 

For  the  winter  campaign  we  shall  need  a  large  in- 
crease of  chapel  roofing,  and  at  least  four  more  perma- 
nent agents — viz.,  one  for  each  of  the  seven  Corps  Head- 
quarters,— one  for  Chattanooga,  one  for  Huntsville,  three 
for  Nashville,  two  for  Loiiisville,  seven  for  Corps — four- 
teen in  all. 


f-ht'zs  smi   fxmn  i\z   m^miml 


Hospital  Stores  forwarded  for  distribution  from  Cen- 
tral Office,  Philadelphia,  during  the  month  of  August, 
18G4:— 


3,870  Shirts. 

2,985  Pairs  Drawers. 

5,0G0      "       Socks. 

580      "       Slippers. 
6,790  Handkerchiefs. 
115  Dressing  Gowns. 
50  Bed  " 

80  Coats. 
62  Vests. 

54  Pairs  Pants. 
43  Caps. 

26  Straw  Hats. 

55  Pairs  Shoes. 
1,472      "      Suspenders. 


36  Collars. 

66  Neck-Ties. 
530  Sheets. 

192  Quilts  and  Spreads. 
1,435  Pillows. 
670  Pillow  Cases. 
188  Blankets. 

12  Bed  Ticks. 
240  Rs.  Tea. 
255     "    Coffee. 
115     "    Cocoa. 

1  Tub  Butter. 

2  Boxes  Cheese. 
300  R)s.  Dried  Rusk. 


500 

<« 

Condensed    Beef, 

200  Bottles  Oat  Meal. 

(in  cans.) 

40  Jars  Tamarinds. 

150 

Dried  Beef. 

1,200  Bottles   Blackb.   Root 

200 

Roast  Mutton,  (in 

Syrup. 

cans.) 

1,3.32       <'        Blackb.  Syr. 

*100 

Roast     Veal,     (in 

132       "        Lemon  do. 

cans.) 

120  Bottles  Ass't  Fruit  do. 

1,440 

Eoast  Chicken,  (in 

300       "         Flavoring  Ex- 

cans.) 

tracts. 

500 

Assorted     Meats, 

18  Boxes  Lemons. 

(in  cans.) 

5       "       Oranges. 

1,390 

Beef  Tea. 

1,220  Cans  Tomatoes. 

1,700  Cans  Condensed  Milk. 

1,815      "      Assorted  Fruits. 

24 

(( 

Sardines. 

2,125      "      Peaches. 

2,025 

lbs 

Corn  Starch. 

4,835  lbs.  Dried  Apples. 

1,675 

a 

Farina. 

100     "    Prunes. 

'  800 

a 

Sugar. 

130     "    Broma. 

86 

Bbls.  Crackers. 

200     "    Dried  Currants. 

18 

u 

Cakes. 

465     "        "     Fruits,  (as- 

100 

Loaves  of  Bread. 

sorted.) 

15 

Dozen  Eggs. 

2  Boxes  Cranberries. 

60 

lbs 

Assorted  Spices. 

425  Bottles  Blackb.  B'ndy. 

200 

" 

Rice. 

155       "       Plain  do. 

12 

Cans  Sago. 

62       "       Whisky. 

2,416 

" 

Jellies. 

1,080       "       Wine. 

1,280  Gfalls.  Ass'ted  Pickles. 

284       "       Porter. 

12 

Bottles  Horse  Radisli. 

20       "       Cider. 

25 

"       Cider  Vinegar. 

6,930       "       Jam'a  Ginger. 

70 

"       Raspberry  do. 

340       "       Cologne. 

25 

"      Catsup. 

56       "       Bay  Rum. 

20 

"      Honey. 

328       "       Rubi  Velosi. 

1* 
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1,158  Pads. 

845  Fans. 

250  Ring  Pads. 

12  Quarts  Ink. 

623  Arm  Slings. 

10,350  Quires  Paper. 

200  Thumb     and     Finger 

95,000  Envelopes. 

Stalls. 

2  Gross  Pens. 

50  Boxes  of  Lint. 

160  Pin  Cushions. 

10,834  Rolls  of  Bandages. 

20  Papers  of  Pins. 

1,000  Hbs.  of  Rags. 

118  Mus quite  Nets. 

850  Pairs  Crutches. 

100          "          Frames. 

50  ibs.  Sponge. 

150  Canes. 

20  Eye  Shades. 

1  Box  Pipes. 

12     "    Baths. 

45  ibs.  Tobacco. 

16  Hop  do. 

150  Canes. 

31:  Medicated  do. 

14  Chairs. 

2,395  Towels. 

50  Haversacks. 

517  Housewives. 

12  Slates. 

1,387  Comfort  Bags. 

100  Slate  Pencils. 

186  Hop  Bags. 

335  Boxes  Assorted   Hos- 

154 lbs.  Soap. 

pital  Stores,  not  in- 

890 Combs. 

cluded  in  the  above 

-@l 


a'l 


Hjtiff's  M^^S' 


The  following  letter  from  J.  K.  Miller,  Field  Agent, 
presents  a  clear  view  of  the  work  done,  and  the  manner 
of  it,  both  in  the  Eield  Hospital  and  in  the  front  of  Gen. 
Butler's  Army : — 

Office  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,      ") 
Nineteenth  Corps,  Point  of  Rocks,  August  31st.  j 

Kev.  W.  E.  Board  man.  Secretary.  Dear  Brother — 
Last  week  we  moved  our  hospital  from  the  place  where 
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you  found  it  on  tlie  occasion  of  your  last  visit,  and  our 
base  and  front  hospitals  consolidated  are  now  located  at 
Point  of  Eocks,  on  the  Appomattox.  You  remember  the 
spot.  It  is  a  beautiful  location,  and  we  will  welcome  the 
change.  The  locality  has  also  a  historical  interest,  as 
being  the  reputed  scene  of  the  rescue  of  Capt.  Smith  by 
Pocahontas. 

The  front  and  base  hospitals  hare  been  temporarily 
consolidated,  and  the  consolidated  hospital  is  now  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  Storrs.  His  executive  officer,  Dr. 
Munn,  is  a  gentleman  of  polished  manners  and  fine  taste. 
Having  been  a  practical  engineer,  he  has  combined  his 
professional  skill  and  cultivated  taste  in  the  arrangement 
of  the  hospital  tents  and  grounds,  and  when  his  work 
has  been  completed,  he  will  have  a  model  establishment, 
not  only  for  order  and  beauty,  but  also  for  comfort. 

There  are  now  about  two  thousand  patients  in  the  hos- 
pital. Our  establishment  here  consists  of  our  chapel 
tent  for  store-room,  one  chapel-fly  for  sleeping  tent,  one 
for  religious  services,  one  wall-tent  for  warehouse,  and 
one  for  office.  I  have  only  eight  delegates  at  present, 
though  I  should  have  at  least  ten.  Here  is  my  mode  of 
work  in  the  corps  and  hosj)ital.  Early  in  the  morning, 
six  or  seven  delegates  go  in  a  two-horse  wagon  to  the 
front,  carrying  with  them  a  good  quantity  of  reading 
matter  and  hospital  stores — for  every  regiment  at  the 
front  has  a  number  of  patients  in  its  regimental  hospital. 
These  delegates  all  spend  the  whole  forenoon  in  one  or 
two  brigades,  taking  the  troops  in  their  order  on  the  line. 
They  aim  to  see  every  man  as  they  go,  and  either  give 
him  something  or  speak  a  kind  word  to  him.  This 
"front"  work  I  deem  very  important,  even  more  so^han 
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tlie  hospital  work;  and  I  have  always  aimed  to  keep  It 
up  as  regularly  as  practicable.  We  have  dinner  at  half- 
past  twelve.  From  noon  till  half-past  two  are  resting 
hours.  From  half-past  two  till  half-past  five,  they  spend 
in  the  hospital.  Each  delegate  has  four  or  five  wards. 
In  this  visit  no  services  are  held.  The  delegate  passes 
through  his  wards,  speaking  a  word  to  every  man,  re- 
lieving his  wants,  as  far  as  possible,  but  making  the  visit 
as  far  as  practicable  a  pastoral  one.  After  tea,  he  holds 
a  brief  religious  service  in  each  ward,  and  thus  close  the 
day's  labors.  The  work  goes  on  thus  from  day  to  day, 
and  a  more  delightful  success  could  not  be  expected. 
All  the  delegates  are  in  the  best  of  spirits,  and  all  are 
hard  loorhers.  At  night  all  are  weary,  and  sleep  is  wel- 
come, but  morning  finds  all  refreshed,  and  ready  and 
anxious  to  begin  a  new  day's  labors.  At  the  front  on 
this  part  of  the  line,  there  is  no  picket  firing,  so  that  we 
can  Adsit  every  part  of  the  line  safely,  and  see  the  men 
at  their  work.  This  adds  greatly  to  our  work  here,  and 
enables  us  to  make  it  complete  and  thorough.  It  is  my 
aim  to  have  every  regiment  visited  at  least  once  each 
week.  In  two  days  I  intend  to  establish  a  station  near 
the  front,  on  the  right,  which  will  be  of  great  utility  to 
the  men  on  the  James. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  hospital  here,  we  have  a 
■convalescent  camp,  which  contains  several  hundred  men. 
This  is  assigned  to  one  delegate,  who  spends  his  after- 
noons among  them,  and  in  the  evening  holds  a  religious 
service.  This  part  of  the  field  is  especially  interesting, 
and  gives  promise  of  a  great  religious  work.  We  will 
have  service  every  evening  in  our  chapel.  I  think  that 
perhaps  in  many  places  undue  importance  has  been  given 
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to  tlie  sanitary  work  to  the  too  great  exclusion  of  the  re- 
ligious. My  aim  has  always  been  to  make  the  latter  the 
grand  object,  the  former  in  every  instance  being  of  but 
secondary  importance,  yet  in  all  cases  to  receive  its  pro- 
per attention.  A  proper  and  discreet  mingling  of  the 
two  objects  seems  to  be  the  grand  idea  on  which  our 
Commission  is  founded;  and  this  idea  is  the  same  on 
which  our  Saviour  labored  while  on  earth.  "He  went 
about  doing  good,"  both  "healing  the  sick"  and  "casting- 
out  devils."  J.  R.  Miller,  Field  Agent. 


Rev.  F.  P.  Monfort,  of  Greensburgh,  Indiana,  renders 
the  following  interesting  report  of  his  work  and  its  inci- 
dents in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac : — 

STATISTICS.^ 

Number  of  days  occupied, 43 

"     meetings  conducted, 31 

"  "         participated  in, 5 

"     sermons  preached, 23 

"     soldiers  personally  conversed  with  about 

their  spiritual  interests, 900 

"    benefited  by  gifts  of  Hospital  stores,  or 

personal  ministrations, 1,848 

"     letters  written  for  soldiers, 43 

Distributed  322  Testaments,  72  Hymn  and  Psalm  Books, 
1,361  Soldiers'  Books,  Tracts  about  4,000  pages,  Pa- 
pers 2,725,  Pamphlets  43. 
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INCIDENTS. 

As  a  Delegate  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  I 
occupied  for  six  weeks  a  very  interesting  position  in  the 
field  you  cultivate,  having  vision  of  a  "great  whitening 
harvest,"  and  of  "  laborers  many  "  and  busy,  "  sowing  the 
good  seed,"  and  "  thrusting  in  the  sickle,"  and  often 
under  such  grateful  influence  of  sunshine  and  storm  as 
to  bring  very  near  together  the  sower's  toil  and  anxiety, 
and  the  reaper's  song  of  rejoicing. 

The  Christian  and  the  Inquirers. 
My  first  half  hour  in  Armory  Square  Hospital,  Wash- 
ington City,  promised  but  little  as  to  my  own  ability  for, 
or  usefulness  in  the  service.  It  was  spent  in  conversa- 
tion with  soldiers  just  in  from  "  the  front,"  severely 
wounded  and  sufiering.  Inhaling  of  necessity  their  fetid 
breath  and  the  nauseous  atmosphere  of  their  putrid,  un- 
dressed wounds,  resulted  in  such  physical  prostration, 
that  I  had  left  not  more  than  enough  strength  to  enable 
me  to  rise  and  hurry  from  the  place.  Staggering  to  a 
vacant  cot,  and  resting  sufiiciently  to  justify  another 
efi'ort,  I  addressed  myself  in  turn  to  two  young  men  in  a 
diff"erent  part  of  the  ward; — one  of  them  a  happy  Chris- 
tian, the  other  an  anxious  inquirer — the  former  having 
served  the  Saviour  five  years,  nearly  half  that  period  in 
the  Union  army,  and  who  considered  his  position  in  it 
the  best  he  had  ever  known,  for  a  sense  of  personal  reli- 
gious responsibility,  for  nearness  to  Grod,  growth  in 
grace,  and  usefulness  to  others  in  the  practice  of  piety; 
the  latter  having  a  fond  remembrance  of  home,  the  fa- 
mily altar,  the  Sabbath-school,  and  the  sanctuary, — a 


15 

stranger  as  yet  to  saving  grace,  but  under  deep  convic- 
tion of  sin,  and  longing  to  "know  the  love  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  "  and  the  joys  of  his  salvation.  Here  was, 
indeed,  a  refreshment  of  soul,  as  I  heard  from  the  lips 
of  the  one  his  experiences  and  observations,  or  rather 
what  I  considered  "a  narrative  of  the  state  of  religion 
in  his  regiment;"  or  as  I  marked  in  the  other  the  in- 
creasing anxiety,  and  the  strengthening  determination 
to  find — as,  not  many  days  after,  he  did  find — Jesus  as 
his  Saviour  "precious"  by  faith, — ^yes,  a  refreshment 
extending  also  to  the  "outer  man,"  nerving  me  for  ser- 
vice among  their  "companions  in  tribulation,"  of  which, 
but  a  moment  before,  I  deemed  myself  so  entirely  in- 
capable. 

A  Grateful  G-erman. 

Passing  from  these,  how  the  eye  of  a  suffering  G-er- 
man soldier  kindled  as  it  rested  upon  my  badge,  while, 
in  the  best  English  he  could  command,  he  expressed  his 
appreciation  of  our  enterprise!  "Ah,  das  ish  te  Chris- 
tian Commission.  He's  te  pesht  man  in  te  army.  Him 
safes  my  life.  He  comes  rount  when  we  lays  in  te  wil- 
terness,  all  two  tays  and  twQ  nights,  ant  no  preat  ant  no 
vater,  ant  no  Doctor,  and  shust  pick  um  up  all  uv  um, 
ant  give  um  preat  ant  vater,  ant  nurse  um.  0,  him  so 
many,  too — plenty  of  um — ant  him  Doctor  heself,  ant 
bring  um  to  White  House,  ant  bring  um  up  here  to  te 
hospital.  0,  he  so  goot !  He's  te  pesht  man  in  te  army. 
Him  work  shust  like  a  nigger."  And  thus,  what  an  in- 
troduction our  badge  offers  to  the  confidence  of  those 
whose  first  sorrows,  after  the  bloody  conflict,  have  been 
assuaged  by  the  Delegates  on  the  field ! 
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Soup  and  Testaments. 

After  some  two  weeks  in  Armory  Square,  wishing  to 
see  some  wounded  friends,  I  took  occasion  to  labor  for  a 
day  in  Harewood  Hospital.  About  2  o'clock,  P.  M., 
weary  and  hungry,  while  on  the  way  to  the  office  where 
I  had  deposited  my  "cold  snack,"  my  attention  was  sud- 
denly arrested  by  a  very  large  woman,  with  a  very  large 
2>air  of  lungs,  and,  as  I  presumed,  a  very  large  heart, 
calling  out,  "What  are  we  to  do,  sir?  Five  hundred 
and  fifty  wounded  soldiers,  hungry  and  sore,  just  arriving 
from  the  front,  and  nobody  to  feed  them  soup?"  "Ma- 
dam, I'll  help,"  said  I,  "and  can  probably  furnish  ano- 
ther assistant."  Three  of  us  undertook  it.  Ladling  out 
soup  in  a  hurry  to  such  a  number  of  hungry  men  were 
"hard  work,"  had  we  not  heard,  as  we  did  at  almost  every 
step,  their  appreciative  exclamation,  "  Well,  boys,  here's 
the  Christian  Commission  again  !  "  0,  don't  that  taste 
like  home?"  "We  don't  get  such  soup  every  day." 
"If  it  hadn't  been  for  the  Christian  Commission  down 
at  Spotsylvania,  some  of  us  wouldn't  be  eating  soup  here 
to-day." 

Soup  finished,  I  resumed  my  haversack,  distributing 
to  the  same  men  Testaments,  soldiers'  books,  and  tracts. 
Here  was  a  new  joy.  These,  while  eagerly  extending 
their  hands,  and  crying  out  —  "Christian  Commission, 
give  me  one  of  those  books,  please;"  "I'll  take  one, 
Christian;"  "Good  man,  give  me  one,  won't  you?"  "0, 
we're  going  to  have  something  good  to  read  again!" — 
while  from  the  farther  end  of  the  tent  came  voices,  "0, 
that  Christian  Commission  is  worth  more  to  us  soldiers, 
than    all    the    other    good    institutions    put    together!" 
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"  That's  so,  and  they'll  never  get  the  pay  they  deserve 
this  side  of  heaven." 

These  are  mentioned  because  they  were  tokens  of 
good,  and  I  know  that  many  a  cord  touched  to  gratitude 
by  the  bestowment  of  things  needed  in  order  to  bodily 
comfort  did  not  cease  to  vibrate,  but,  swept  anew  and 
more  directly  by  the  Spirit  of  Grod,  had  waked  to  sweeter 
strains  in  the  song  of  Moses  and  the  Lamb. 

A  Eoman  Catliolic  Christian. 
I  had  frequent  occasion  to  observe  in  the  more  youth- 
ful disciples  of  Roman  Catholicism,  an  independence  of 
thought  and  opinion  in  regard  to  religious  interests,  and 
as  a  consequence  of  this  the  exercise  of  fraternal  feeling 
towards  Protestants,  with  a  willingness  sometimes  rising 
to  desire  to  receive  from  them  religious  instruction  and 
comfort.  Of  this  somewhat  numerous  class  J.  C.  was  a 
type;  and  from  him  and  others  I  learned  to  attribute  the 
change,  in  part,  to  their  long  and  intimate  association  in 
the  army  with  Protestant  Christians;  and  along  with 
this,  but  paramount,  to  the  influence  of  the  religious 
literature  and  evangelical  instructions  furnished  by  the 
Christian  Commission  during  the  toils  of  the  campaign, 
or  the  tedium  of  "winter  quarters,"  when  the  hunger- 
ings  and  thirstings  of  the  soldier  prompt  to  a  ready  ac- 
ceptance of  whatever  is  offered  to  supply  the  mind  and 
heart.  Said  the  sergeant,  smilingly,  as  I  approached 
his  cot:  "That's  a  noble  badge  you  wear,  sir.  Your 
Christian  Commission  has  done  great  things  for  us  poor 
fellows."  "  Well,"  said  I,  "  if  you  descend  into  the  mine, 
don't  you  think  we  should  hold  the  rope  ?"  "  That's  what 
I  call  a  Christian  institution,"  said  the  sergeant.  After 
2® 
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some  inquiries  as  to  liis  wounds  and  wants,  I  asked  him 
if  he  was  a  Christian.  He  replied,  "  I  suppose  _yo?«  would 
hardly  consider  me  a  Christian."  "  Well,"  said  I,  "it's 
very  easily  ascertained.  Do  you  love  God  ?"  "  Yes,  sir, 
I  do  love  him  with  all  my  heart."  "Have  you  faith  in 
Christ,  trusting  in  him  as  t/oui-  Saviour?"  "Yes,  sir,  in 
Christ,  and  in  nobody  else."  "Da  you  pray  to  Grod 
through  Jesus  Christ?"  "Yes,  sir,  to  God,  and  nobody 
else — through  Jesus  Christ,  and  nobody  else."  "Do 
you  truly  repent  of  sin,  seeking  pardon,  acceptance,  and 
salvation  through  the  merit  of  Christ?"  "Yes,  through 
his  merits  only,  only."  "And  do  yon:  find  comfort  in 
prayer  and  communion  with  God?"  "Yes,  sir,  and  a 
hope  that's  worth  more  to  me  now  than  all  the  world 
beside."  "Well,  if  this  be  true,"  said  I,  "you  must  be 
a  Christian.  I  don't  know  what  else  to  call  you."  He 
wished  me  to  come  in  often,  and  talk  with  him,  which  I 
did, — always  finding  him  sociable,  happy  in  mind,  inge- 
nuous, and  as  one  knowing  that  he  must  finally  "give 
account  for  himself,"  entirely  free  from  scurrility  in 
thought,  opinion,  and  conduct. 

Spiritual  Labors  and  Fruits. 
Quite  a  large  proportion  of  the  sufferers  in  my  wards 
were  Christians,  —  intelligent,  comfortable  Christians, 
waiting  God's  will; — many  having  become  such  since 
their  connection  with  the  army,  not  a  few  of  these 
attributing  the  change,  under  God,  to  means  and  ap- 
pliances furnished  by  the  Christian  Commission.  There 
wei'e  others,  who,  similarly  influenced,  were  already 
weighing  the  momentous  interests  of  the  soul;  and  others, 
again,  who,  so  soon  as  the  subject  was  proposed,  though 
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hitherto  careless, >began  to  inquire,  "  What  shall  I  do  to 
be  sared?" — and  I  cannot  but  believe  that  many,  by  the 
blessing  of  Grod's  Spirit  attending  my  labors,  were  brought 
to  a  saving  knowledge  of  the  truth.  Some  of  them  have 
since  died  in  the  triumphs  of  faith, — others  still  living, 
to  "bear  about  with  them  the  dying  of  the  Lord  Jesus," 
and  rejoice  mox*e  in  "the  honor  that  cometh  from  above," 
than  in  that  with  which  their  grateful  country  will  crown 
them  in  view  of  the  wounds  received  in  its  service. 

W.  F.  S.,  of  the  112th  New  York,  spoke  feelingly  and 
gratefully  of  his  pious  mother,  her  prayers  and  Christian 
counsels.  He  now  regretted  his  past  life  of  carelessness, 
and  felt  unprepared  for  death,  should  his  wounds  prove 
fatal.  He  had  long  thought  seriously,  but  was  without 
an  interest  in  Christ.  He  was  exhorted  to  place  his  bur- 
den of  sin  on  Christ,  who  had  borne  our  sins  and  carried 
our  sorrows, — that  Grod  only  required  of  the  dying  sin- 
ner real  repentance  and  genuine  faith.  And  how  could 
any  sinner  stay  away  from  Christ,  while  the  gospel  de- 
clared that  "Grod  so  loved  the  world,"  &c.,  that  "who- 
soever believeth,  might  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life?"  This  passage,  and  Paul's  "faithful  saying,"  were 
given  him  to  study  and  pray  over.  But  he  could  find 
no  comfort  until  within  a  week  of  his  death.  Two  days 
before  death  he  told  me  he  had  the  assurance  of  faith  in 
Christ, — felt  prepared  and  resigned.  "I  think,"  said 
he,  "I  should  be  happy  if  the  messenger  should  come 
for  me  this  moment."  At  length  the  solemn  hour  came; 
and,  as  natural  vision  failed  him,  the  light  of  faith  and 
hope  grew  strong,  and  clapping  his  hands  together  seve- 
ral times,  he  uttered  his  last  words — "Grlory  to  Grod!  I 
shall  soon  be  at  rest." 
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"Wm.  Hambliue,  Co.  D,  5tli  Maine,  suffering  from  am- 
putation of  a  leg,  I  found  next  day — very,  very  feeble — 
no  probability  of  recovery.  He  liad  been  thinking  of 
liis  sins,  trying  to  repent,  and  come  to  Christ,  but  hardly 
knew  whether  he  was  forgiven  and  accepted  or  not.  He 
evinced  such  childlike  simplicity  and  sincerity — thought 
he  loved  the  Saviour,  and  trusted  in  him  for  salvation.  I 
inquired,  "Do  you  pray?"  He  replied,  "  0,  yes;  I  can't 
pray  as  you  do,  but  I  try.  I  prayed  twice  to-day, — 
prayed  a  good  long  time,  and  it  did  me  good,  but  still 
I'm  in  doubt."  "  What  did  you  say  when  you  prayed?" 
"I  asked  God  to  pardon  my  sins,  and  save  my  soul." 
"Did  that  prayer  bring  you  any  comfort?"  "Yes,  I 
think,  some;  but  I  want  a  more  satisfactory  assurance." 
He  was  then  referred  to  the  Scripture  encouragements  to 
prayer  and  looking  to- Christ — "Ask,  and  ye  shall  re- 
ceive," &c.;  "Come  unto  me,  all  ye  that  labor  and  are 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  "While  in  all 
this  Grod  was  requiring,  '  Son,  give  me  thine  heart,' — 
now,  can't  you  say  with  your  whole  heart,  'Lord,  save;  I 
perish?'  "  His  response  was  very  earnest  and  emphatic : 
"Lord — save — I — perish;"  '■^ Lord save^  1  perish."  His 
attention  was  that  of  an  almost  dying  man,  while  I  dwelt 
for  a  time  on  the  philosophy  of  Grod's  plan  of  mercy — 
spiritual,  eternal  life,  for  dying,  hell-deserving  sinners — 
by  the  sufferings  and  death  of  God's  well-beloved  Son, 
so  that  God  could  be  just,  and  yet  justify  the  sinner — 
and  now  offering  that  salvation  simply  for  the  taking. 
"  And  how  kind  in  God,  not  only  that  this  salvation  meets 
your  ease  as  a  sinner,  but  that  his  mercy  meets  your  pre- 
sent condition,  as  you  He  here,  feeble  in  body  and  mind, 
while  he  comes  and  asks  you  to  '  receive  the  kingdom  as 
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a  little  child.'  Come  to  him,  then,  with  the  simple  faith 
of  a  child  in  a  loving  parent — penitent  for  past  sin — • 
your  heart  open  to  just  one  interest — ^your  soul  filled  with 
just  one  desire — and  praying  with  prayer  that  takes  no 
denial,  ask  G-od,  for  Christ's  sake,  to  pardon  and  save 
you.  Now,  here's  just  what  you  need.  Can't  you  make 
it  your  own,  while  you  express  it  before  Grod? 

'A  guilty,  weak,  and  helpless  worm, 

On  Thy  kind  arms  I  fall ; 
Be  Thou  my  strength,  my  righteousness, 
My  Saviour,  and  my  all  I'  " 

His  eye  fixed  upon  me  with  the  searching  anxiety  of  a 
hai'dened  sinner,  and  every  feature  of  his  countenance  in- 
dicating the  encouragement  derived  from  a  new  though!:, 
he  asked,  "Won't  you  please  say  that  again?"  I  did 
say  it  again;  and  0,  it  was  touching  to  hear  him,  in 
tears,  and  with  the  imploring  heai't  and  voice  of  a  child, 
coming  back  from  his  wanderings,  repeating  it  after  me — 
a  line,  or  part  of  a  line  at  a  time,  until  he  came  to  the 
closing  line — "il/y  Saviour  and  'inr/  all''  which  was  ut- 
tered with  an  emphasis  warm  from  the  heart,  and  then 
a  sweet  smile,  as  from  a  sense  of  acceptance,  and  "  coru/^ 
solation  in  Christ  Jesus,"  rose  to  his  face,  and  settled 
there,  and  he  said  to  me,  "  That  will  do  now."  Com- 
mending him  to  Grod,  and  to  the  word  of  his  grace,  I  left 
his  bed-side,  cheered  with  the  assurance  that  thus  ano- 
ther new-born  soul  was  being  "guided  by  Grod's  coun- 
sel," soon  to  be  "received  to  his  glory." 

Christian  Parents'  Reward, 
One  of  the  most  interesting  of  my  hospital  parishion- 
ers was  W.  P.  S.,  of  a  Massachusetts  regiment.     Day 
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after  day,  as  lie  lay  suffering  from  severe  wounds,  yet 
quiet  and  uncomplaining,  I  had  ministered  to  liis  physi- 
cal comfort,  and  supplied  him  with  religious  reading 
matter,  at  the  same  time  pressing  upon  his  attention  the 
concerns  of  his  soul.  He  knew  and  acknowledged  his 
sins  and  his  danger,  and  seemed  penitent  from  the  first, 
with  an  increasing  desire  to  know  Christ  as  his  Saviour. 
Pious  parents  had  trained  him  through  childhood  and 
youth,  and  their  prayerful  interest  he  now  remembered 
with  pleasure.  He  understood  the  doctrines  of  grace — 
loved  to  read  his  New  Testament,  and  to  pray — had  never 
engaged  in  battle  without  commending  himself  to  God  in 
prayer,  but  complained  that  he  had  not  that  faith  which 
takes  Christ  at  his  word,  appropriating  him  as  a  personal 
Saviour, — that  though  he  had  tried  ,to  give  up  all  for 
Christ,  he  did  not  realize  the  comfort  he  desired,  and 
did  not  know  that  he  was  accepted.  It  was  then  sug- 
gested that  the  sacrifice  he  offered  was  not  incomplete, 
and  he  was  urged  to  a  careful  searching  of  heart — to  a 
deeper  sorrow  for  sin — to  an  entire  reliance  on  Christ  as 
a  Saviour  "  able  and  willing  to  save  to  the  uttermost" — 
and  to  prayer,  sincere,  importunate  prayer.  "Lord,  I 
believe,  help  thou  mine  unbelief;"  "Lord,  I  am  thine, 
save  me;"  "Lord,  save,  I  perish;" — seeking  also  the  aid 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  show  him  his  heart,  to  help  his  in- 
firmities, and  to  guide  him  into  truth  and  to  Christ. 
When  I  saw  him  again  he  was  in  a  delightful  state  of 
mind.  He  "knew  that  he  had  passed  from  death  unto 
life;"  all  doubts  and  fears  were  removed,  and  he  was 
"rejoicing  in  Christ."  He  gave  me  an  account  of  the 
exercises  of  mind  through  which  he  had  passed — the 
struggle — the  victory — the  peace, — and  I  could  not  but 
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rejoice  with  him  that  "the  grace  of  God  had  appeared." 
The  thought  then  occurred  to  me — "  Well,  this  is  too  good 
to  be  kept.  I  must  tell  his  parents  all  about  it.  He  has 
just  given  me  their  address," — when  I  was  almost  startled 
at  hearing  from  his  lips  the  exclamation — "0  father! 
father!  0  father,  I'm  glad  you've  come!"  I  turned 
round,  and  there  stood  the  father  a  few  paces  distant, 
motionless  and  powerless  to  speak  or  approach,  the  son 
still  extending  his  arms,  and  uttering  that  endearing 
name  in  tones  that  told  how  deeply  it  was  treasured  in 
his  heart.  All  eyes  were  turned  upon  the  scene.  In- 
valids, nurses,  and  visitors,  gathered  near.  Silence,  on 
the  father's  part,  was  at  length  broken  by  his  utterance 
of — "  William,  I'm  sorry  to  see  you  here."  The  heart 
of  the  son  still  yearning  towards  him — "0  father,  I'm 
so  glad  you've  come — dear  father!  Father,  come  and 
shake  hands."  He  took  the  chair  I  oifered  at  the  bed- 
side, but  was  still  too  full  of  emotion  to  speak.  Fearing 
injury  to  the  invalid  from  the  over-excitement,  I  re- 
marked— "Your  son  wishes  to  shake  hands.  Shake 
hands  with  him."  Curbing  his  emotions  he  leaned  for- 
ward, and  parent  aijd  child  were  clasped  in  a  fond  em- 
brace, so  sacred  that  all  turned  away  and  left  them  to 
themselves. 

After  awhile,  I  returned  and  sat  with  them,  saying  to 
the  young  man:  "It's  right  pleasant  to  see  your  father, 
is  it  not?"  "0  yes, — c?ear  father !"  I  then  reminded 
the  father  of  his  expression  as  he  came  in — "  William, 
I'm  sorry  to  see  you  here," — adding,  "I  know  very  well 
what  you  want,  but  I  wanted  to  say  that  this  is  perhaps 
the  best  place  you  ever  were  in.  I've  been  talking  with 
him  a  good  while  this  morning,  and  he's  been  giving  his 
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first  Christian  experience.  He  lias  been  telling  me  of 
yours  and  his  mother's  cares,  and  counsels  and  prayers 
in  his  behalf.  He  now  says  that  he  loves  the  Saviour. 
I  think  he  is  a  Christian;  and  he  had  just  given  me 
your  address,  that  I  might  tell  you  of  it.  Yes,  I  think 
this  is  one  of  the  best  places  your  son  ever  was  in."  He 
replied:  "Perhaps  so — I  trust  it  is;"  while  his  eyes  met 
those  of  his  son  in  a  look  of  earnest  inquiry,  then  of  sa- 
tisfaction, and  I  left  them  tearful  in  their  joy. 

An  Anxious  Inquirer. 
Thomas  Regan,  Co.  I.,  1st  South  Carolina  Regiment, 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  June  29th,  in  a  picket 
skirmish  near  Coal  Harbor,  Va.,  was  brought  into  our 
hospital  in  a  suffering  condition.  Introducing  myself  as 
usual,  by  kind  inquiries  and  offers  of  material  comfort,  I 
proposed  the  common  query:  "Are  you  a  Christian?" 
His  reply  was:  "No,  sir!  0  no ;  I  wish  I  were."  "  Is 
this  wish  a  new  thing  with  you  ?"  "  Well,  yes,  sir;  it's 
a  new  thing  as  I  now  feel  it— though  I've  always  thought 
I  ouo'ht  to  be  a  Christian,  and  that  I  would  be  some  time  • 
but  somehow  I  never  before  realized  fully  my  responsi- 
bility, and  never  could  bring  my  mind  to  bear  upon  the 
subject  properly.  My  parents  are  consistent  Christians, 
and  have  always  given  me  good  advice,  and  shown  their 
interest  in  my  spiritual  welfare ;  but,  to  my  shame  I  say 
it,  I  have  still  continued  careless.  I  am  not  a  Chris- 
tian." "But  you  now  say  that  you  desire  to  be,  and  that 
this  desire  is  different  from  any  similar  feeling  before 
exercised."  "  Yes,  sir,  I  think  it  is."  "Is  sin  more  felt 
by  you  now  as  an  evil  and  bitter  thing  on  your  part  and 
an  offence  to  Grod?  and  would  you  really  wish  the  bur- 
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den  removed?"  "Yes,  sir."  "Well,  can't  you  come  to 
Christ,  and  can't  you  pray — 'Lord,  save,  I  perish?" 
"I  do  try,  sir;  but  somehow  I  can't  do  it  right."  "How 
do  you  account  for  your  present  state  of  mind  ?  What 
_ has  led  you  now  recently  to  feel  as  you  do?"  "Well, 
sir,  I'll  tell  you.  After  I  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner; 
and  brought  over  to  the  White  House,  where  we  all  lay 
out  together,  upon  the  ground,  wrapped  in  our  blankets; 
and  while  I  was  suffering  greatly,  away  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  some  one  came  along — it  seems  to  me  now  like 
a  dream.  He  had  on  a  badge,  I  think,  just  like  yours  ; 
probably  he  was  a  minister.  Any  how,  he  kneeled  down 
just  between  one  of  your  wounded  men  and  myself,  and 
prayed  for  him,  and  then  for  me.  I  suppose  he  must 
have  known  from  appearances  who  I  was,  but  I  never 
heard  such  a  prayer  as  he  prayed  so  earnestly,  and  jyroyecl 
for  tlie  salvation  of  my  soul.  It  seemed  so  strange  to  me, 
and  I  thought,  if  an  enemy  could  pray  for  me  thus,  surely 
I  ought  to  pray  for  myself.  I  then  thought  of  my  past 
life — what  a  great  sinner  I  had  been — how  ungrateful  to 
God,  and  how  unkind  to  my  parents  for  their  interest  in 
me,  their  instructions  and  their  prayers.  I  felt  my  re- 
sponsibility that  night  as  I  had  never  done  before,  and 
indeed  I've  not  lost  sight  of  it  a  moment  since — and 
I've  been  trying  to  pray,  but  it  don't  seem  to  do  any 
good."  He  was  in  tears.  "  Well,"  said  I,  "  you'll  never 
secure  salvation  until  you  make  God  believe  that  you 
want  it.  Christ  will  never  be  your  Saviour  until  you  so 
realize  the  guilt  of  sin,  and  your  own  wretchedness  and 
helplessness,  as  that  you  can  come  to  him  in  deep  peni- 
tence, crying,  with  your  whole  heart:  'God,  be  merciful 
to  me,  a  sinner' — 'Lord,  save,  I  perish.'"     He  seemed 
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deeply  moved,  and  in  great  distress,  anxious  for  relief, 
asked  me  to  pray  for  him,  wliich  I  did ;  and  many  times 
during  the  ensuing  fortnight  I  conversed  with  him,  un- 
folding God's  plan  for  saving  sinners,  and  giving  such 
counsels  and  encouragements  as  I  could — his  interest  all 
the  time  increasing,  his  convictions  deepening,  his  reso- 
lutions strengthening,  and  the  way  of  life  becoming 
clearer.  "  But  this  wicked  heart  of  mine,"  said  he — • 
"  there  is  the  trouble.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  for 
God  to  show  mercy  to  such  a  sinner?"  "Yes,"  said  I, 
"io  just  such  a  sinner — a  j^oor,  lost  sinner — for  his  son 
Jesus  Christ  was  sent  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost — -just 
such  as  you^  but  you  must  more  and  more  see  and  feel 
your  lost  condition  and  your  unworthiness.  Take  this 
scripture — '  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  woi'thy  of  alL 
acceptation — that  Christ  Jesus  came  into  the  world  to 
save  sinners,  of  whom  I  am  chief.'  Seek  the  influences 
of  God's  Spirit  in  prayer,  to  enable  you  to  study  it,  and 
understand  it  and  apply  it."  There  was  an  unusual 
smile  upon  his  face,  as  I  approached  his  bed  some  days 
afterwards,  and  a  more  than  ordinary  eagerness  in  grasp- 
ing my  hand,  as  in  reply  to  my  usual  inquiry  as  to  his 
physical  health,  "How  do  you  do,  to-day?"  he  said:  "0, 
sir,  it's  all  right  now.  I  think  I  have  found  the  Saviour." 
From  the  evidence  he  gave  I  thought  he  had  met  with 
a  change  of  heart,  and  he  expressed  a  determination  to 
spend  his  days  in  the  service  of  God. 

The  Indian  Chief. 

Daniel  McKenna,  an  Indian  chief  of  the  Atawa  tribe, 

from  Bear  Creek,  Mich.,  a  "sharpshooter"  of  the  First 

Michigan   regiment,  lay  in   one   of  our  wards,  mortally 

wounded.     While  life  was  ebbing  away,  I  questioned 
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him,  through  an  interpreter,  but  could  get  no  reply,  till 
I  inquired  if  he  had  ever  seen  a  missionary?  At  this 
he  opened  his  eyes,  and,  smiling,  nodded  assent,  and  re- 
peated, in  his  way — "  Mishnare — mishnare — umph — ■ 
good."  He  seldom  spoke  or  noticed  any  thing,  hut  now 
he  seemed  to  be  pleased,  and  roused  up.  "Ask  him," 
said  I,  "if  he  likes  the  missionaries?"  He  did  so,  and 
communicated  the  reply.  "  He  says,  '  Yes,  he  likes  them 
first-rate;  they  are  very  good  men;  they  teach  schools 
and  preach.'"  "He  says,  'he  is  a  chief,  and  he  is  the 
man  that  sees  to  the  house,  and  makes  the  appointments 
for  them.' "  "  Does  he  know  Jesus  Christ  as  a  Saviour  ?" 
"He  says,  'yes,  Jesus  Christ  is  his  Saviour.'"  "Does 
he  love  Christ?"  "He  says, 'yes,  he  loves  him  with 
all  his  heart?'"  "  Does  he  ever  pray?"  "Yes,  he  has 
been  praying  to  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  ever  since 
he  was  wounded."  "Ask  him  if  he  is  prepared  to  die?" 
"He  says,  'yes,  if  God  calls  him  to  heaven,  he'll  go  with 
him  over  there.' " 

And  so  much,  thought  I,  for  the  labors  of  our  devoted 
missionaries.  Their  "  labor  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
Neither  is  ours.  And  I  enjoyed  casting  bread  upon  the 
water,  in  the  hope  of  seeing  it  after  many  days — some  of 
it,  however,  appearing  mtich  sooner  than  the  promise  led 
us  to  expect.     Fraternally  yours, 

F.  P.  MONFORT. 


28 
THE  PITTSBUEG  BEAI^OR 


The  recent  visit  of  "W.  P.  Weyman,  Esq.,  of  tlie  Pitts- 
burg Brancli  of  the  Christian  Commission  to  Nashville, 
was  signalized  by  many  pleasant  things;  amongst  them 
a  general  treat  to  the  wounded  of  watermelons. 

It  was  August  weather,  suggestive  of  something,  any 
thing,  cooling  and  refreshing.  Mr.  Weyman  bethought 
him  of  how  grateful  to  the  wounded  heroes  in  the  great 
western  city  of  hospitals  would  be  a  prudent  feast  of 
watermelons.  The  surgeons  were  consulted.  The  mar- 
kets were  ransacked.  Carryall  and  gunboat  wagons  were 
loaded  until  enough  were  gathered  for  all,  and  a  liberal 
portion  given  to  every  man  of  the  thousands  for  whom 
the  surgeons  judged  it  to  be  safe.  The  Nasliville  Times, 
after  giving  these  facts,  adds  : 

"  Go  in,  boys !  "We  would  like  to  be  there — always  ex- 
cepting the  crutches,  and  long  days  and  low  diet,  and 
hospital  life  generally." 


mOM  THE  WOUNDED  TO  THE  WOUNDED. 

Rev.  E.  P.  Smith,  Field  Agent  in  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland  sends  the  following  touching  statement  to 
the  Pittsburg  Branch  : — 

Nashville,  TE>fN.,  August  10,  1864. 

W.  p.  "Weyman,  Esq. — i%  Dear  Sir:  I  have  sent 
you  by  express  a  package  of  crutches — a  slight  return 
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for  the  fifteen  liuudred  your  Commission  has  given 
through  our  office  to  the  maimed  that  come  hopping  and 
hobbling  in  from  the  fights.  And  yet  I  think  you  will 
agree  with  me  that  my  package  of  a  dozen  represents  a 
heavier  outlay  than  your  boxes  of  a  thousand  and  a  half. 
Each  one  of  those  sticks  has  been  cut  and  shaped  by  a 
man  who  has  lost  a  limb  or  its  use  in  the  service.  They  are 
the  representatives  of  battle-fields  all  along  from  Lookout 
Mountain  to  the  hills  that  look  down  on  Atlanta.  We 
have  hailed  the  boys  on  the  streets  trying  to  make  their 
way  along  with  them,  and  brought  them  into  our  office 
for  a  trade.  It  is  delightfully  refreshing  to  hear  their 
remarks  and  see  their  satisfaction  as  they  go  hopping  off, 
trying  the  new  pair.  One  said  to  me,  after  I  had  taken 
his  old  ones  in  exchange:  "  That's  a  bad  trade  for  you." 
I  said,  "  No,  I  think  not.  If  you  can  give  that  much  of 
your  leg  (it  was  off  above  the  knee,)  we  can  give  you  the 
crutches,  and  have  the  best  of  the  contract."  He  looked 
thoughtfully  at  the  vacancy  between  the  crutches,  and 
said:  "I  never  thought  of  it  before,  but  that's  so.' 
"That  was  a  mistake  of  yours." 

I  said  to  another  man  who  came  in  on  the  longest  pair 
of  crutches,  made  of  a  panneled  board,  and  the  head 
wound  with  cloth  and  part  of  a  suspender:  "What's 
that?"  He  said:  "Why,  losing  that  leg."  "Don't  see 
howl  could  help  it."  "Easily  enough,"  I  replied;  "just 
stay  at  home,  as  others  have  done."  "I  can't  see  it  in 
that  light,"  he  said;  and  then,  with  a  flushed  face  and 
flashing  eye,  and  stamping  those  sticks  on  the  floor,  he 
said:  "I  would  rather  be  here  on  crutches,  than  at  home 
a  Copperhead."  He  thanked  me  for  the  new  ones,  as 
they  always  do,  and  when  I  said  it  was  he  that  was 
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giving  and  not  I,  he  said  it  was  not  mucli  that  he  could 
give,  but  he  would  like  to  give  it  over  again,  and  the 
other  leg,  too,  if  it  would  help  on  the  work.  We  need 
more  crutches,  and  if  you  can  pad  them,  it  will  add 
greatly  to  the  comfort  of  this  new  means  of  locomotion 
to  which  so  many  fiae  young  mea  are  brought.  If  you 
will  send  us  the  erutch-heads,  we  can  more  easily  get 
them  to  the  field  hospitals,  and  ordinarily  the  men  will 
have  little  difficulty  in  fitting  a  stick. 

Yours  truly,  E.  P.  Smith, 

The  ladies  of  the  Christian  Commission  in  Pittsburg  are 
busily  engaged  in  padding  these  crutches,  but  are  unable 
to  keep  pace  with  the  demand.  They  appeal  for  more 
help.  "Five  thousand  are  needed  for  as  many  crippled 
heroes.  Ladies,  Avill  you  not  help  us  ?  These  men  suf- 
fer willingly  for  us — they  lose  a  limb,  or  are  maimed 
and  hobble  to  the  rear  on  a  board  or  extempore  crutch, 
to  be  made  glad  by  the  kind  ofi"ering  of  those  who 
sympathize  with  them,  and  are  willing  to  make  a  little 
sacrifice  for  their  sake.  Come,  then,  and  help  us.  City 
Hall  is  open  every  afternoon,  and  there  is  plenty  of  work 
for  willing  hands.  The  crutches  spoken  of  in  the  above 
letter  can  be  seen  at  the  hall." 

Five  himdred  dollars'  woi'th  of  butter  and  eggs  weekly 
is  bought  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  forwarded  to  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  paid  for  by  the  Pittsburg  Branch,  for  use  chiefly 
in  the  diet  kitchens  of  the  Christian  Commission,  in  con- 
nection with  the  hospitals  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumber- 
land. 
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>'teies. 


From  ttie  full  and  satisfactory  monthly  report  of  the 
Pittsburgh  Branch,  the  following  statistics  are  gathered  : 
Cash  receipts  for  the  month  of  August,  .  $5,176.51 
Number  of  packages  received,        .         .  124 

The  following  articles  were  sent  to  our  armies  during 
the  past  month,  and  distributed  by  our  delegates  to  the 
soldiers : 


Shirts, 

500 

Lead  Pencils, 

118 

Drawers,  pairs, 

418 

Cans  of  Tomatoes, 

1,240 

Handkerchiefs, 

977 

"          Peaches, 

1,080 

Housewives, 

482 

"          other  Fruits, 

845 

Arm  Slings, 

917 

"          Beef  Tea, 

412 

Rolls  of  Muslin, 

892 

lbs.  of  Dried  Fruit, 

2,159 

Sheets, 

74 

Butter, 

5,360 

Pads, 

577 

Dozen  Eggs, 

2,100 

Quilts, 

54 

Pickles, 

42,000 

Bandages, 

1,448 

Bbls.  of  Onions, 

25 

Crutches,  pairs. 

253 

"          Potatoes, 

14 

Combs, 

430 

"          Sugar, 

3 

Bottles  of  Wine, 

260 

"          Cabbage, 

3 

"            Brandy, 

105 

"          Beets, 

5 

"           Flavoring  Ex- 

"         Apples, 

6 

tracts, 

345 

"          Corn  Starch, 

3 

"           Blackbei-ry  Cor- 

Tin Cups, 

500 

dial, 

46 

"    Plates, 

450 

Library  Books, 

143 

Papers,  Pages, 

84,932 

Small  Soldiers'  Books, 

2,366 

Tracts,       *' 

18,205 

Magazines, 

542 

Hymn  Books, 

640 

Writing  Paper,  Reams, 

25 

Prayer    " 

820 

Pens, 

1,240 

Testaments, 

785 

Ink  Stands, 

16 

Envelopes, 

5,100 
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The  Subsistence  Committee  have  very  admirable  re- 
freshment rooms  in  the  central  part  of  the  city.  They 
have  fed,  during  the  month,  thirty  thousand  soldiers. 

The  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  meets  every  after- 
noon, at  the  City  Hall,  from  2  to  5  o'clock.  The  follow- 
ing work  has  been  cut  out  and  made  up  during  the 
month: — 292  shirts,  184  pairs  of  drawers,  370  handker- 
chiefs, 265  pairs  of  crutches  covered,  834  arm  slings,  110 
bandages. 

TESTIMO:^rT. 


THKOUGH  THE  STATE  AGENT  AND  GOV.  BROUGH. 

J).  Rees  and  D.  Blakeslee,  sent  to  G-eneral  Butler's 
Army  to  look  after  the  welfare  of  the  Ohio  regiments, 
give  to  James  C.  Wetmore,  the  State  Agent  at  Washing- 
ton, a  very  interesting  report,  which,  through  Grovernor 
Brough,  to  whom  it  was  transmitted,  comes  to  us  from 
Columbus,  Ohio,  through  the  Cincinnati  Commercial. 
In  it  they  take  occasion  to 'bear  testimony  as  follows  for 
the  Christian  Commission  : — 

"  Fortress  Monroe  is  the  outlet  from  both  Butler's 
and  Grant's  armies,  and  on  this  account  is  an  important 
point  for  an  hospital.  This  fact  is  fully  realized  by  the 
Christian  Commission,  and,  therefore,  they  have  estab- 
lished their  headquarters  at  this  place,  from  which  they 
can  readily  send  supplies  either  up  the  York  or  James 
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rivers.  Of  tlie  good  work  done  by  this  Association  we 
cannot  speak  in  too  higli  terms  of  commendation. 
Wherever  we  went  we  found  them  on  hand,  administer- 
ing to  the  wants  of  the  soldier,  '  without  money  and  with- 
out price,'  not  awaiting  the  formal  order  of  unfeeling 
officials. 

"Your  committee  has  been  forced  to  the  unwilling 
conclusion  that  the  most  direct  and  sure  channel  by 
which  supplies  can  reach  the  needy  soldier,  and  at  the 
same  time  much  the  cheapest,  are  State  organizations  and 
the  Christian  Commission." 


Rev.  Abel  Wood,  of  Meriden,  N.  H.,  sends  the  follow- 
ing testimony  in  his  report  of  service  as  a  delegate  of  the 
U.  S.  Christian  Commission.  It  is  to  the  point,  and  tells 
its  own  story.  May  we  not  join  with  the  soldiers,  and 
say,  "Grod  bless  the  Christian  Commission?" 

A  Michigan  soldier,  in  Carver  hospital,  said :  "The 
soldiers  value  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  almost 
above  every  thing;"  he  said  also  he  did  not  know  but  he 
owed  his  life  to  it. 

A  private  in  the  New  Hampshire  9th  regiment  of  vo- 
lunteers, who  is  receiving  $16  per  month,  wrote  home  to 
his  father  to  give  $5  of  his  money  to  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission.  That  soldier  has  been  sick  but  very  little, 
but  gives  from  what  he  sees  of  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sion.    I  brought  the  $5  to  your  treasury. 

A  lieutenant  in  the  same  regiment,  a  careful  man,  said : 
"  Should  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  be  given  up  by 
the  people,  he  believed  the  army  would  support  it  by 
their  contributions." 
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A  private  said  to  me,  "I  believe  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission  is  doing  more  for  the  army  than  all  the  phy  _ 
sicians."  This  may  be  a  statement  made  hastily ;  but  it 
shows  how  the  soldiers  feel. 

By  taking  a  little  pains,  I  could  give  you  a  large 
amount  of  testimony  of  this  kind:  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  of  testimony  against  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commis- 
sion, I  have  yet  to  learn  the  first  item. 

The  lightest  testimony  for  the  Commission  is  that  of 
many  a  soldier  to  this  effect :  "  To  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission,  under  God,  I  owe  my  hope  of  salvation 
through  Christ." 

For  the  beloved  work  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commis- 
sion, ever  yours,  truly,  A.  Wood. 

Meriden,  N.  K,  Awj.  19,  1864. 

The  following  Resolution  was  adopted  at  the  late  meet- 
ing of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Ministeriujn  of  New 
York,  held  at  Utica,  N.  Y.,  during  the  week  beginning 
Sept.  3d,  1864: 

Whereas,  we  have  listened  with  great  pleasure  to 
the.  interesting  and  touching  statements  made  by  Prof. 
L.  M.  Stoever,  of  Pennsylvania  College,  who  has  just  re- 
turned from  a  visit  to  the  front,  and  appears  in  our  midst 
as  a  representative  and  delegate  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission, and 

Whereas,  we  are  firmly  persuaded  that  this  Associa- 
tion, whose  object  is  to  minister  to  the  temporal  and 
spiritual  wants  of  our  soldiers,  who  are  heroically  battling 
for  the  restoration  of  peace,  and  vmion  to  our  beloved 
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and  distracted  country,  is  calculated  to  accomplish  an  im- 
mense amount  of  good  in  ameliorating  the  suiFerings  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  the  desperate  contest  we  are 
obliged  to  wage  for  the  preservation  of  the  precious  le- 
gacy of  civil  and  religious  liberty  bequeathed  to  us- by 
our  forefathers,  therefore 

Resolved,  that  we,  the  members  of  this  ministerium, 
most  cordially  commend  it  to  the  people  of  our  respective 
charges,  and  earnestly  entreat  them  to  give  it  their  sym- 
pathy and  hearty  co-operation,  wherever  and  whenever 
an  opportunity  is  afforded  them  for  this  purpose. 

Henry  L.  Pohlman,  President. 

GrEORGE  IJ.  ScHMUCKER,  /Secretary. 

R.  Adelberg,  Assisting  German  Secretary/. 


R.  H.  Tripp,  of  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  who  was  a  delegate 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  says  in  his  report: 

"Personal  conversation  with  the  delegates  of  the  U. 
S.  Christian  Commission  cheers  the  men  beyond  expres- 
sion, especially  when  the  soldiers  find  such  delegates 
from  their  own  State.  The  soldiers  have  the  utmost 
confidence  in  our  men.  So  much  is  this  the  case,  that 
wages,  gold  and  silver  watches,  and  all  valuables,  are 
brought  to  us  to  bring  back  to  their  families;  our  posi- 
tion being  a  guarantee  to  them  that  the  tnist  will  in  no 
wise  be  betrayed." 


COMMmilOATIOHS  AlTD  CONTEIBUTIOFS 

For  Uie  l"N!TKl>  STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISStO-V  may  be  sent  to  any  of  tbe  following 
places,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  addressed  to  tlie  persons  designated. 

PHILADELPJIIA.— Letters  to  Rev.W.  E  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  or  Rev. 
Ijeriiice  D.  Aiiieti,  H  li.nik  Stieet;  luoiicy  to  Joseph  Patterson,  at  the  West- 
ern Bank;  Ptore.'j  to  George  11.  Stnart,  11  Bank  Street. 

NE\V'  VOKK. — Letters  and  t^upplies  to  Nathan  Bishop,  30  Bible  House;  mo- 
ney til  Jauies  31.  Brown,  59  Wall  Street. 

BOSTON. — Letters  to  Charles  Deniond,  4  Court  Street;  money  to  Joseph 
Storey,  112  Tremont  Street ,  stores  to  L.  P.  Roland,  Tremont  Temple. 

PITTSBURG.— Letters  to  Robert  O.  Totteii;  money  to  Joseph  Albree,  71 
Wood  Street;  stores  to  W.  P.  Weyman,  79  Sniithfield  Street. 

CIA ClNXATl.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Blnrlay;  money  to  W.  T.  Perkins,  17 
"West  Third  Street;  supplies  to  A.  E.  Chamberlain,  Rooms  Cliristian  Com- 
mission, 51  Tine  Street. 

IX1;IAXAP0HS,1NU.— Letters  to  C.N.Tuad;  money  to  James  M.  Ray ;  sup- 
plies to  G.  W.  Clippinger. 

CiaCAOO.— Letters  to  B.  Ii\  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5S01 ;  money  to  John  T.  Far- 
well;  sujiplies  to  Rooms  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Methodist 
Church  BloclL. 

ST.  LOUIS.— Letters  to  J.  n.  Parsons,  Daily  Union  Office;  money  to  Edward 

.  TickiKir;  supplies  to  Isaac  S.  Smyth,  Clu'istiau  Commi.ssiou  Office,  under 
Limlell  Hotel. 

DETROIT.— Communications  and  money  to  C.  F.  Clarke,  and  supplies  to  E.  C. 
Walker. 

BALTIMORE.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McJilton:  money  to  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hays; 
stores  to  G.  S.  Griffiths,  77  \Vest  Baltimore  Street. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  toF.  Gridley; 
supplies  to  John  D.  Hill,  M.  D. 

TROY,  N.  Y.— Letters  and  money  to  F.  P.  Allen;  supplies  to  J.  11.  Willard. 

IIAKltitiBURG,  PA. — Communicittioiis,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  II. 
Robinson. 

PiOCilKSTER,  N.  Y. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Oliver  D. 
Grosvenor. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  William  Bal- 
lantyne,  498  Seventh  Street,  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  500  H  Streets. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward 
Hardy,  care  of  J.  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  32.5  Main  Street. 

PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  to  Theo.  Higbee;  Communications  and  supplies  to 
William  Reynolds. 

FREDERICK,  MD. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Bantz. 

IIAGERSTO'WN,  MD. — Communications,  moiiey  and  supplies  to  Rev.  Mr. Evans. 

PORTLAND,  ME. — Communications  and  supplies  to  Thomas  R.  Hayes ;  money 
to  C.  Stiirtdivant. 

BANGOR,  JIE.— Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Sticknej'. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Money  to  John  W.  Yernou;  communications  and  sup- 
plies to  Dea.  W.  J.  King. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D.;  supplies 
to  W.  S.  Grimths.  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  i'hos.  W.Olcott;  letters  to  Levi  Dedrick;  money 
to  Wm.  JIcElrov. 

LAMl'.ERTVILLE,  N.  J.— Supplies  and  money  to  J.  A.  Anderson;  letters  to 
C.  Pierson. 

WHEELING,  W.  T. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  R.  Crarigle. 

CLEVELAND,  O.— Leffers  to  Rev.  L.  F.  Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Matier; 
sujiplies  to  Stillman  M  itt. 

ST.  PAUL'S,  ;\1  INN.— Letters  to  11.  M.  Knox;  money  to  D.  D.  Merrill;  snp- 
plii'S  to  D.  W.  Ingersoll. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  711  Mission  Street; 
money  to  P.  Sather,  (Satlier  &  Co.)  sujiplies  to  J.  B.  Roberts- 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  It. 
McDonald;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 

STOCKTON,  CAL.— Communications  and  money  to  Rev.  R.  Ilappersett,  D.  D. 


i]:^roRMATio]Nr 


FOR 


ARMY    MEETINGS, 


In  many  places^  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  the  month  is  de- 
voted to  a  Union  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  Army  and 
Xavy.  The  deepest  interest  has  been  excited  by  these  meetings. 
It  is  hiinably  suggested  to  all  who  believe  in  the  power  of  prayer,  to 
form  such  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  our  nation's  destiny.  This 
tract  is  compiled  with  the  view  of  affording  information  for  these 
Army  Meetings. 


ocTOBiEie,  ise^. 


PHILADELPHIA: 

JAMES  B.  RODGERS,  PRINTER,  52  &  54  NORTH  SIXTH  STRBBT. 


imUh 


'MMmu 


GEO.  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary. 

Rev.  LEMUEL  MOSS,  Secretary  Home  Organization. 

Rev.  BERNICE  D,  AMES,  Secretary  Field  Organization, 


GEO.  H.  STTJART,  Esq.,  Philadelphia, 
Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  JANES,  D.  D.,  N.  Y. 
C.  BEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
JOHN  P.  CROZER,  Esq.,  Philadelphia, 
JAY  COOKE,  Esq., 
JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  " 
Rev.  Bishop  M.  SIMPSON,  D.D.," 


STEPHEN  COLWELL,  Esq.,  Philadu 
WILLIAM  E.  DODGE,  E.sq.,  New  York. 
Rev.  HEMAN  DYER,  D.  D., 
W.S.GRIFFITH,  Esq.,  BrookIyn,N.Y. 
G.S.  GRIFFITH,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
II.  G.  JONES,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Ex.  Off.,  Philada. 


INFORMATION 


OCTOBER  MEETINGS. 


The  Christian  patriots  of  the  Pacific  coast  having  re- 
peatedly solicited  an  opportunity  of  taking  part  in  the 
work  of  the  Christian  Commission,  forwarding  their  cards 
of  invitation  to  its  Delegates  in  the  shape  of  massive  bars 
of  bullion,  a  delegation  was  sent  out  in  April,  consisting 
of  Mrs.  Col.  S.  M.  Bowman,  Rev.  Greorge  J.  Mingins, 
and  Rev.  Robert  Patterson,  D.  D.  On  their  arrival  in 
San  Francisco,  in  May,  they  were  cordially  welcomed  by 
the  ministers  and  leading  laymen  of  the  evangelical 
churches,  the  commandants  of  the  military  and  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States,  and  on  their  subsequent 
journeys,  by  the  civil  and  military  authorities  of  Oregon, 
Nevada,  and  Washington  Territories,  in  the  principal 
cities  of  which  they  lectured.  Three  public  meetings, 
crowded  and  enthusiastic,  within  ten  days,  in  San  Fran- 
cisco, at  one  of  which,  a  collection  was  raised  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  in  coin,  attested  the  interest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  city  in  the  good  work.  The  Pacific  Christian 
Commission  was  organized  by  the  appointment  of  the 
following  named  gentlemen,  representing  the  various  ec- 
clesiastical and  social  interests  of  San  Francisco,  and  the 
local  Army  Committees: 


Pacific  Christian  Commission, 
J.  B.  Egberts,  President. 
P.  Sather,  Treasjti-er. 
Rev.  E.  Thomas,  Secretary^  711  Mission  St. 
Hon.  E.  Stanley. 
w.  h.  coddington. 
Cyrus  Palmer. 
Hon.  E.  D.  Sawyer. 
Major-General  L.  H.  Allen. 
J.  T.  Dean. 
H.  H.  Haight,  Esq, 
Hon.  Samuel  Cowles. 
L.  B.  Benchly. 
S.  B.  Stoddard. 
Henry  Dalton. 

Chairmen  of  Army  Committees. 
Dr.  R.  H.  Macdonald,  Sacramento, 
Rev.  N.  R.  Peck.  " 

Austin  Sperry,  Stockton. 

GrEORGE  GoODMAN,  Napa. 

Rev.  W.  Grove  Deal,  Marysville. 

Rev.  Lucius  Hamilton,  St.  Jos6. 

Prop.  Bannister,  Santa  Clara. 

J.  N.  Turner,  Nevada. 

Rev.  Dr.  Woodbridge,  Benicia, 

Rev.  N.  B.  Klink,  Vallejo. 

Mr.  Wilson,  Healdsburg. 

Rev.  C.  C.  Wallace,  Placerville. 

Rev.  B.  M.  Seymour,  Centreville. 

Prof,  Lippett,  Petahima. 


Rev.  Franklin  Rising,  Virginia,  Nevada. 
Hon.  Judge  Haydon,  Dayton,  " 

Rev.  H.  McGtRATH,  Washoe,  " 

Capt.  Cheever,  Ophir,  " 

Rev.  a.  F.  White,  Carson,  " 

Rev.  Gr.  H.  Atkinson,  Portland,  Oregon. 
Rev.  D.  Leslie,  Salem,  " 

Dr.  Steele,  The  Dalles,  " 

Rev.  Mr.  Stearns,  Oregon  City,       " 
Mr.  Gale,  Astoria,  " 

Rev.  Mr.  Hinds,  Fort  Vancouver,  Wash.  Ter. 

At  these,  and  several  other  places,  meetings  were  held 
and  collections  taken.  At  Napa  and  Stockton,  proceeds 
of  Fourth  of  July  Festivals,  amounting  to  $6,608  at 
Napa,  and  $9,351  from  Stockton,  were  remitted  to  the 
Christian  Commission.  The  people  of  Virginia  and  Grold 
Hill  made  up  a  silver  brick.  Sacramento  and  several 
other  cities  are  now  preparing  for  a  Ladies'  Festival. 
The  cities  and  towns  of  Oregon  are  earnestly  organizing 
and  collecting  funds.  Indeed  the  response  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Pacific  coast  generally  has  been  most  cordial 
and  gratifying. 

The  Ladies'  Pacific  Christian  Commission  demands 
special  notice.  When  the  proposal  to  organize  Ladies' 
Commissions  reached  California,  the  ladies  of  San  Fran, 
cisco  at  once  responded  by  organizing  as  follows : 

Ladies'  Cliristian  Commission. 

Mrs.  Col.  Bowman,  President;  Mrs.  Maj.  Gen.  Mc- 
Dowell, Mrs.  A.  G.  Stiles,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Stoddard,  Mrs.  J. 
B.  Middleton,  Mrs.  P.  Beggs,  Vice  Presidents;  Mrs.  W 


H.  Gladwin,  Treasurer;  Mrs.  E.  Thomas,  Recording  Se- 
cretary; Miss  Jane  Gray,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Mrs. 
J.  L.  N.  Shephard,  Mrs.  Nourse,  Miss  Kelsey,  Mrs.  D. 
L.  Beck,  Mrs.  Dr.  Tutliill,  Mrs.  E.  C.  Hinckly,  Mrs.  J. 
W.  Cox,  Mrs.  A.  J.  Denver,  Mrs.  Alonzo  Wakeman, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Nevins,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Poole,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Strong, 
Miss  Hall,  Mrs.  Dr.  Williamson,  Mrs.  Dr.  J.  N.  Hume, 
Mrs.  J.  Bacon,  Mrs.  W.  Greene,  Executive  Committee. 
These  ladies,  with  over  three  hundred  others,  immedi- 
ately went  to  work,  and  speedily  raised  $2,000  by  mem- 
bership and  life  memberships,  and  are  still  extending 
their  means  and  influence  by  the  formation  of  auxiliary 
Commissions.  Desirous,  however,  of  doing  something 
more  for  the  soldiers,  and  if  possible  of  doing  it  better 
than  Eastern  cities,  they  organized  a  Christian  Commis- 
sion Fair  in  Union  Hall,  San  Francisco,  which  for  taste, 
variety,  social  enjoyment,  and  general  popularity  couJd 
itot  be  excelled.  The  distinguishing  feature,  however, 
was  the  entire  absence  of  any  form  of  gambling.  Sabbath- 
breaking,  extortion,  and  other  immoralities  which  have 
disgraced  so  many  charitable  Fairs.  The  ladies  of  San 
Francisco  have  solved  a  difficult  problem,  which  has 
exercised  the  serious  thought  of  many  moralists — they 
have  shown  how  to  provide  healthful,  moral,  popular  re- 
creation, and  how  to  make  it  pay.  The  proceeds  of  the  Fair 
already  remitted  amount  to  over  $51,000.  The  total 
amount  remitted  from  the  Pacific  coast  is  about  $86,000; 
and  the  collections  in  progress  will  bring  it  up  to  $100,000 
for  the  current  year.  Should  the  necessity  continue,  a 
still  larger  amount  may  be  expected  for  1865. 

As  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  work  was  known,  the  va- 
rious lines  of  public  conveyance  generously  afforded  the 


same  facilities  as  those  in  the  East.  The  State  Tele- 
graph Companies  of  California  and  Oregon,  the  Overland 
Telegraph  Company,  the  Pioneer  Stage  Company,  the 
California  Stage  Company,  the  California  Steam  Naviga- 
tion Company,  Ben.  Holladay's  Line,  and  the  Oregon 
Transportation  Company,  were  among  the  first  to  ofier 
the  free  use  of  their  lines  to  the  delegates. 

The  time  of  the  delegates  having  expired,  the  execu- 
tive committee  requested  Rev.  Robert  J.  Parvin,  of  the 
Episcopal,  and  Rev.  J.  P.  Lyford,  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  to  proceed  to  California,  and  thank  the  people 
of  that  coast  for  their  generous  donations,  and  describe 
to  them  the  manner  in  vrhich  their  money  VT^as  applied 
in  the  succor  of  the  wounded  in  the  battles  around  Rich- 
mond and  Petersburg,  and  along  the  eighty  miles  of  hos- 
pitals lining  the  road  up  the  valley  of  the  Shenandoah. 
From  their  repeated  personal  engagement  in  the  relief 
of  the  wounded,  and  in  the  revival  of  scenes  of  the 
camp,  as  well  as  by  their  piety,  eloquence,  and  deserved 
reputation  in  their  respective  denominations,  they  are 
eminently  qualified  for  this  mission,  and  we  doubt  not 
will  be  cordially  welcomed  by  every  friend  of  our  suffer- 
ing soldiers.  The  battles  now  raging  around  Richmond 
will  draw  largely  on  the  resources  of  the  Commission, 
and  we  hope  the  public  will  sustain  them  promptly  in 
this  great  final  struggle.  As  we  write,  telegrams  from 
the  delegates  for  cordials  for  the  wounded  are  coming  in 
fast,  and  volunteers  are  hastening  forward  equipped  for 
the  service.  Deserters  from  the  sinking  ship  are  crowd- 
ing into  our  lines.  The  expenditure  from  the  Central 
Office  for  the  month  of  September  was  $127,424;  and 
that  from  the  branches  upwards  of  1^50,000  additional. 
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During  tlie  current  month  $500,000  will  be  short  of  tlie 
amount  required  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  multitudes  of 
sufferers  which  the  evacuation  of  Richmond  and  Peters- 
burg will  throw  upon  our  charity. 

Messrs.  Editors: — No  doubt  your  readers  would 
like  to  hear  something  of  the  Anniversary  Meeting  of 
the  Maryland  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission,  which  was  held  in  Baltimore,  on  Monday 
evening,  the  26th  of  September.  The  meeting  took 
place  in  St.  John's  Methodist  Protestant  Church,  North 
Liberty  Street.  It  was  truly  a  brilliant  affair, — a  de- 
cided success.  Impressions  were  made  upon  intelligent 
Christian  minds  that  will  not  soon  be  forgotten.  The 
chair  was  occupied  by  Gr.  S.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Maryland.  It  was  designed  by  Mr. 
Griffith  that  Governor  Bradford  should  occupy  the  chair, 
and  he  accordingly  addressed  him  a  letter  of  invitation 
for  the  purpose.  Business  engagements,  however,  pre- 
vented the  Governor  from  being  present,  and  presiding 
as  desired. 

The  report  of  the  Committee,  embracing  the  opera- 
tions, generally,  of  the  Committee  for  the  past  year,  was 
read  by  the  Rev.  J.  N.  McJiltou,  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
mittee, The  report  represented  the  work  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  in  its  several  departments,  and  in  the 
numerous  localities  over  which  it  was  distributed. 

The  hospitals  of  the  District  of  Maryland  are  sixteen 
in  number.     They  are  located  as  follows:  In  Baltimore 
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city,  six;  in  and  near  Annapolis,  four;  at  Annapolis 
Junction,  one;  in  Wilmington,  Del.,  one;  at  Point  Look- 
out, St.  Mary's  county,  Md.,  one;  at  Fort  Delaware,  one: 
in  Frederick  City,  Md.,  one;  at  York,  Pa.,  one. 

The  services  of  the  Committee  in  person  and  througli 
delegates  and  agents,  were  rendered  to  the  wounded 
soldiers  on  the  battle-fields,  in  the  temporary  and  per- 
manent hospitals,  and  in  a  large  number  of  the  camps. 
The  report  commences  with  an  ascription  of  thankful- 
ness to  Grod  for  his  protection,  care,  and  proyidence  over 
the  enterprise,  by  means  of  which  it  had  been  brou.ght 
through  much  labor  and  many  trials  to  the  high  emi- 
nence of  success  it  had  reached  in  the  relief  of  suffering 
humanity.  The  following  are  the  topics  that  were  dis- 
cussed in  the  report : 

The  friendly  association  of  the  Committee  and  dele- 
gates with  army  officers  in  performing  the  work  of  the 
Commission;  kindness  and  courtesy  of  army  officers  in 
their  intercourse  with  all  concerned  in  the  labors  of  the 
Committee  and  delegates;  respect  and  assistance  of  all 
the  generals  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
faithfulness  of  delegates  in  the  performance  of  duty; 
emergencies  from  various  causes;  various  and  difficult 
service  of  delegates  at  the  fields  of  labor;  duty  in  various 
forms  of  trial ;  delegates  following  armies  after  invasions ; 
the  danger  of  such  movements;  religious  services  ren- 
dered by  delegates  whenever  practicable;  Sunday-schools 
established  in  hospitals  and  camps;  tents  erected  for 
prayer  and  other  religious  services;  sad  and  bitter  expe- 
rience in  the  labor  of  removing  the  wounded  from  the 
field  and  ministering  to  their  necessities;  relief  of  Fede- 
ral prisoners  at  Richmond ;  assistance  afforded  families 
1* 
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of  prisoners  and  soldiers  in  the  field;  flag  of  truce  boat 
between  City  Point  and  near  Riclimond,  of  great  service; 
large  team  supplied  by  Committee  for  removing  stores 
from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Bermuda  Hundred  and  City 
Point;  steam  hose  engine  from  Baltimore,  supplying  the 
camp  at  City  Point,  covering  forty  acres  of  ground  with 
water;  fifteen  tents  of  the  forty  acre  camp  belonging  to 
the  Christian  Commission;  State  Fair  held  by  loyal  la- 
dies for  the  benefit  of  the  Christian  and  Sanitary  Com- 
missions; receipts,  expenditures,  and  disbursements; 
number  of  boxes  of  stores  distributed  during  the  year 
4,118;  families  relieved,  265;  Bibles  and  Testaments 
distributed,  12,300;  library  books,  1,560;  religious  pa- 
pers, 205,300;  soldiers'  books,  170,253;  soldiers'  hymn 
books,  18,000;  pages  of  tracts,  3,600,500;  delegates  of 
Christian  Commission,  83;  religious  meetings  held,  498; 
public  meetings,  3;  receipts  in  money,  $57,971.99; 
value  of  stores  distributed,  $175,000 ;  value  of  bay  line 
and  railroad  and  telegraph  facilities,  $14,000;  value  of 
time  of  delegates,  $15,000.  Whole  amount  of  service, 
$204,000. 

The  speakers  of  the  occasion  were  the  Rev.  Dr.  SchafF, 
of  the  Grerman  Reformed  Church,  New  York,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Moss,  of  Massachusetts.  The  address  of  Dr.  Schaff 
was  a  truly  learned  and  masterly  efibrt,  abounding  in 
beautiful  rhetorical  figures  and  attractive  points  of  illus- 
tration. It  described  the  Christian  work  of  the  Com- 
mission, making  a  clear  distinction  between  philan- 
thropy and  Christianity,  and  showing  the  exalted  cha- 
racter of  the  latter  as  exhibited  in  the  life  and  character 
of  Christ,  and  in  the  lives  of  his  faithful  disciples.  The 
beauty  of  truth  and  character  and  the  power  of  love  were 
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finely  delineated,  each  occupying  its  place  in  tlie  faith, 
taught  by  Jesus  Christ.  The  patriotic  view  of  the  ques- 
tion was  described  by  the  doctor  with  great  ability, 
showing  the  patriotism  of  Christianity  in  its  noble  work 
of  relieving  the  distressed  and  alleviating  the  sufierings 
it  could  not  prevent.  The  truly  beautiful  example  of 
Christ  was  held  up  as  that  which  the  Christian  patriot 
should  emulate  and  imitate,  and  in  emulating  and  imi- 
tating, he  will  confer  honor  on  his  country  and  himself, 
and  give  true  glory  to  God. 

The  appeal  of  the  doctor  was  chaste,  and  clear,  and 
classical,  and  worthy  in  every  way  of  the  high  reputa- 
tion he  has  secured  for  himself  by  his  great  learning, 
ability,  and  experience. 

The  speech  of  Mr.  Moss  was  a  truly  eloquent  appeal 
drawn  from  the  service  of  the  Commission  in  its  relief 
of  the  sufferings  of  the  battle-field.  Vivid  pictures  of 
distress  and  agony  amid  the  bloody  scenes  presented 
after  the  battle,  were  painted  for  the  imagination.  The 
Christ-like  ministrations  of  the  Commission  were  ren- 
dered apparent  as  merdiful  interpositions,  arresting  the 
tide  of  blood,  stanching  the  wound,  and  bearing  the 
sufferers  to  places  of  safety  and  comfort.  The  scenes 
pictured  by  the  speaker,  were  those  through  which  he 
had  actually  passed  in  the  service  of  the  Commission. 
His  narratives  were  of  the  most  lively  and  life-like  cha- 
racter, and  did  not  fail  to  make  a  deep  and  lasting  im- 
pression upon  the  audience. 

The  crowded  congregation  listened  for  nearly  three 
hours  with  the  closest  attention  to  the  exercises,  which 
were  indeed  of  the  most  exciting  interest.  Doubtless 
the  listeners  received  as  much  information  in  relation  to 
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the  sufferings  and  labors  for  their  relief  on  the  battle- 
field in  the  time  they  were  occupied  in  attendance  upon 
the  meeting,  as  they  had  ever  before  receiyed  in  the 
same  number  of  hours.  None  could  have  given  atten- 
tion to  the  interesting  exercises  of  the  evening  without 
being  greatly  benefited;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  many 
left  the  premises  without  breathing  the  prayer  that  God 
would  speed  the  Christian  Commission  in  its  work  of  love 
and  mercy.  M. 


U.  S.  Steamer  Onondaga,  . 
James  Kiver,  Va.,  Aug.  30th,  1864 

My  Dear  Sir  : 

Enclosed  please  find  ten  dollars,  which  I  wish  I  were 
able  to  make  ten  hundred,  and  which  I  forward  as  a  drop 
into  the  treasury  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

I  am  here  where  I  see  the  results  of  money  spent  in 
behalf  of  this  association,  and  the  good  which  is  accom- 
plished, in  a  hundred  ways  which  it  is  impossible  to  de- 
scribe. Not  to  make  allusion  to  the  greater  good,  the 
saving  of  the  men — I  do  not  think  merely  that  this  is 
accomplished — I  see  it  is  accomplished. 

I  feel  amazed  that  the  morale  of  our  army  and.  navy 
is  at  this  time  better,  and  is  continually  growing  better, 
because  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Samuel  T.  Brown. 
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The  following  incident  was  published  in  a  Philadelphia  morn- 
ing paper  September  16th,  being  communicated  to  the  Editor 
by  some  one  unknown  to  us : 

Sir  :  About  three  weeks  ago  tlie  writer  was  a  passen- 
ger on  a  West-bound  express  train  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Centi'al.  Among  the  many  passengers  was  a  very  sick 
soldier  and  his  devoted  wife.  She  had  been  watching 
with  him  for  weeks  in  a  hospital  near  Washington  City ; 
and,  in  their  anxiety  to  get  home,  they  had  started  too 
soon.  He  seemed  to  sink  with  exhaustion,  until,  unable 
to  sit  alone,  he  reclined  upon  his  wife's  shoulder.  The 
wife  wept,  and  those  near  could  scai'cely  refrain  from 
t-ears  as  they  looked  upon  the  pale,  emaciated  soldier  and 
his  care-worn  wife.  Presently  a  young,  delicate-looking 
man  approached,  wearing  upon  his  left  breast  the  badge 
of  the  Christian  Commission.  He  entered  into  conver- 
sation with  the  soldier's  wife,  and  soon  manifested  a  deep 
interest  in  her  case  and  that  of  her  sick  husband.  He 
aided  in  supporting  the  weak  man,  greatly  to  the  relief 
of  the  wife.  After  going  a  few  miles,  at  a  stopping- 
place,  the  delegate  left  the  car  a  moment,  and  returned 
with  a  good  supply  of  delicacies,  such  as  would  refresh 
the  sick  man  and  his  worn-out  companion.  He  paid 
constant  attention  to  the  two,  until,  arriving  at  Pitts- 
burg, he  could  go  no  farther  with  them.  He  left  the 
ear  as  soon  as  it  stopped,  but  soon  returned,  handing  the 
lady  checks  for  her  baggage,  which  he  had  re-checked 
to  her  order.  Then  he  obtained  help  and  carried  the 
siclT'soldier  tenderly  to  another  train,  and  had  the  two 
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comfortably  prepared  for  their  journey  farther.  He  then 
offered  the  lady  some  money,  which  she  politely  declined, 
as  not  in  need  of  it.  The  delegate  of  the  "^Commission 
then  took  leave  of  the  sick  soldie-r  and  his  wife,  and  both 
wept  tears  of  gratitude,  uttering  their  "  Grod  bless  you 
and  the  Christian  Commission  you  represent."  I  never 
before  knew  much  of  the  Commission,  nor  did  much  &r 
it.     Hereafter  I  shall.  A  Lady  Passenger. 


E.EV.  Dr.  Todd,  of  Pittsfield,  Mass.,  recently  sent  to 
u;he  Christian  Commission  $8,341.30,  which  had  been 
raised  in  Berkshire  County  through  his  influence  and 
labors.  About  $500  of  it  was  given  by  the  operatives  in 
the  factories  in  Pittsfield,  and  $1,356.07  are  the  proceeds 
of  a  children's  fair  in  Pittsfield.  Well  done  for  the  little 
■ones  !     Many  a  noble  soldier  will  bless  them  for  it. 


It  is  said  by  many  soldiers  and  sailors  that  a  well-filled 
house-wife  saves  them  from  Five  to  Fifteen  Dollars  in 
■cash.  It  enables  them  to  mend  their  clothes,  sew  on 
buttons,  &c.,  and  thus  preserves  what  would  soon  be  de- 
stroyed, and  have  to  be  replaced  by  new.  Beside  this, 
the  moral  value  of  one  of  these  little  articles  is  often  un- 
speakable. We  are  frequently  asked  how  they  should 
be  made.  The  following  is  the  most  simple,  convenient 
and  serviceable  style  we  have  seen.     Let  them   be  of 
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strong  calico  or  similar  material,  double,  plain,  neat,  with. 
one  pocket  and  needle-book,  and  well  made.  Fill  them 
witb  linen  thread,  needles,  pins,  buttons,  &e.,  with  a  lit- 
tle letter  giving  the  name  and  post-office  address  of  the 
sender. 


The  length,  shown  by  the  line  A  B,  is  seven  inches; 
the  width,  B  C,  is  four  inches;  the  pocket  is  inserted  at 
G  H,  about  midway  between  A  and  B,  and  extending 
down  to  B  C;  fastened  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  pocket, 
and  reaching  half-way  to  B  C,  are  two  or  three  bits  of 
flannel  for  needles  and  pins;  there  is  a  button  at  E,  on 
the  outside,  and  the  whole,  when  filled,  is  rolled  up  and 
fastened  by  an  elastic  cord.  Housewives,  thus  made,  are 
much  more  convenient  and  serviceable  than  comfort 
basrs. 
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One  principle  of  the  Christian  Commission  is  that  of 
giving  aid  and  encouragement  to  every  good  man,  whether 
officer  or  private,  in  the  army  and  navy,  in  efforts  to  be- 
nefit others. 

The  following  letter  from  private  W.  H.  Martin,  Com- 
pany C,  111th  Pennsylvania,  shows  how  it  is  done,  and 
how  it  works: 

Camp  of  the  111th  Pa.  V.  I. 
Near  Atlanta,  GtA.,  Aug.  23d,  1861. 
T.  R.  Erwing,  Agent  U.  S.  C.  C. 

Dear  Brother  : — Your  very  kind  but  unlocked  for 
letter  came  to  hand  last  evening.  I  would  have  answered 
sooner,  but  had  to  go  on  picket.  I  now  take  my  pen  to 
let  you  know  that  the  package  of  papers  and  tracts  was 
received  in  due  time.  They  were  welcomed  and  appre- 
ciated not  only  by  myself,  but  by  the  other  members  of 
my  company. 

Whilst  I  was  distributing  them,  some  boys  in  an  ad- 
joining company  saw  me,  and  said:  "We  would  like  to 
have  a  tract  or  paper,  but  will  wait  until  you  supply 
your  own  boys."  So,  having  some  to  spare,  I  gave  them 
to  those  who  were  so  eager  to  receive  them,  with  the  re- 
quest, that  after  reading,  each  would  hand  to  his  neigh- 
bor.    This  was  cheerfully  promised  and  done. 

I  hope  and  pray  that,  whilst  some  of  the  seed  may  fall 
by  the  wayside,  and  some  on  stony  ground,  that  some 
may  fall  upon  good  ground,  and  spring  up  and  bring  forth 
fruit,  an  hundred  fold,  to  the  honor  and  glory  of  Grod. 

Your  kind  letter  did  me  o'ood.     I  cannot  find  words  to 
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express  my  gratitude  for  your  words  of  clieer  and  com- 
fort. 

I  feel  tliat  I  am  trying  to  do  good,  and  that  my  efforts 
are  indeed  weak;  but  it  encourages  me  to  knowtliat  you 
are  willing  to  supply  my  company  with  good  religious 
reading.  Can  you  not  send  some  every  week  ?  It  will 
be  very  thankfully  received.  Please  accept  our  hearty 
thanks  for  what  you  have  already  sent. 

With  you,  I  think,  that  religion,  instead  of  unfitting 
men  for  discharging  their  duty  to  their  country,  fits  them 
for  every  duty.  Sometimes  the  excitement  and  tempta- 
tions of  camp  life  tend  to  draw  me  away  from  my  Saviour, 
but  I  still  feel  that  He  can  save  to  the  uttermost  all  that 
put  their  trust  in  Him. 

I  am  your  friend  in  Christ, 

W.  H.  Martin,  Co.  C,  111th  Pa. 


Rev.  Roswell  Foster,  who  did  good  service  as  a  Dele- 
gate of  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  at  Poiat 
Lookout,  and  whose  severe  bereavement  commends  him  * 
to  our  tenderest  sympathies,  writes  as  follows  of  his  work : 

I  was  told,  on  my  way  to  the  Point,  that  the  field  was 
a  very  difficult  one,  that  no  Delegate  had  remained  a 
fortnight,  &c.  I  began  my  labors  by  ministering  to  the 
sick  and  suffering.  On  the  boat,  from  Baltimore  down, 
I  found  a  detachment  of  the  20th  Veteran  Reserves.  I 
at  once  began  to  converse  with  them.  One  of  the  num- 
ber wanted  to  know  what  I  expected  to  do.  I  replied, 
"  I  shall  charge  upon  you."  "  Well,"  said  he,  "  I  notice 
in  youl*  stores  some  farina;  if  you  charge  with  that,  we 
2* 
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will  stand  the  charge."  I  replied,  "  I  shall  charge  ac- 
cording to  the  exigency.  If  I  find  you  behind  intrench- 
ments  of  profanity,  and  unbelief,  and  sin  in  its  various 
forms,  I  shall  charge  with  the  Bible  and  the  thunder  of 
God's  truth.  If  I  find  you  behind  the  breastworks  of 
sickness  and  suff"ering,  I  shall  charge  with  farina,"  &c. 
"  Well,  good  for  you,"  said  several;  "  there  is  one  below 
who  needs  that  charge  now."  I  went  below,  and  found 
a  sick  soldier,  suffering  a  good  deal,  who  had  eaten  no- 
thing for  twenty-four  hours.  I  soon  was  successful  in 
alleviating  his  sufferings,  and  my  wife,  who  was  on  board, 
directed  the  steward  of  the  boat  in  making  a  dish  of 
cracker-gruel,  which  the  sick  man  ate  with  relish,  and 
when,  at  midnight,  we  left  the  boat,  he  was  able  to  march 
with  his  comrades  to  his  quarters.  This  incident  gave 
me  the  confidence  of  the  men  in  the  regiment,  and  I  al- 
ways found  them  accessible. 

I  visited  the  regimental  hospitals,  holding  religious 
services  and  ministering  to  the  sick  with  marked  results. 
A  surgeon  remarked  to  me  one  day  that  it  did  the  men 
in  his  hospital  more  good  to  see  me  look  in  at  the  door 
'than  he  and  all  the  hospital  attendants  could  do. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  my  wife  was  taken  ill  with 
camp  fever  and  dysentery.  My  care  of  her  interfered 
with  my  labors,  which  became  less  and  less,  till  they 
ceased  entirely  ten  days  before  I  left  the  Point.  The 
sickness  of  my  wife  assumed,  at  last,  an  alarming,  and  as 
the  event  proved,  a  fatal  turn.  I  watched  her  day  and 
night  ten  days,  and  then  started  with  her  for  home  as 
the  only  possible  hope.  But  she  died  at  Washington. 
I  myself  suffered  not  a  little,  and  am  still  suffering  from 
the  camp  malaria.     I  write  now  in  great  bodily  weak- 
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ness  and  mental  bewilderment.  The  past  six  weeks  seem 
like  a  troubled  dream.  But  there  is  light  and  comfort 
as  I  think  of  the  interest  my  wife  felt  in  my  work,  and 
of  her  own  spirit  of  quiet  trust  and  submission.  My 
mission  to  the  soldier  was  necessarily  but  partially  ful- 
filled. Yet,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  it  was  not  entirely 
fruitless.  The  Point  is  an  important  field.  There  ought 
to  be  two  Delegates  there  all  the  time — not  young  men, 
such  as  are  useful  at  the  front  in  active  ministries  to  the 
wounded  men,  but  men  who  can  preach,  and  who  will 
thus  command  the  respect,  and  the  ear,  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand men. 

Yours  respectfully, 

RoswELL  Foster. 
Chicopee  Falls,  Mass. 


LiviNasTON  Manor,  Sept.  12th,  18G  4. 
My  Dear  Mr.  Boardman  : 

rI  enclose  aa  authenticated  copy  of  the  action  of  the  Hartwick 
Synod,  in  I'eference  to  the  Christian  Commission.  My  state- 
ments were  received  with  marked  attention,  and  appeared  to 
make  a  deep  impression.  The  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the 
whole  Synod,  rising,  when  the  vote  was  taken. 

Sincerely  yours, 

M.  L.  Stoever. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  by  a  unani- 
mous vote,  by  the  Hartwick  Synod  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  now  in  session,  at  Livingston,  Columbia  County, 
New  York. 

Resolved,  That  this  Synod  has  heard  with  profound 
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interest  the  statements  of  Prof.  M.  L.  Stoever,  in  regard 
to  the  labors  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  in  he- 
half  of  the  temporal  and  religious  interests  of  our  soldiers, 
and  the  remarkable  success  attending  their  efforts  in  al- 
leviating the  sufferings  of  our  noble  defenders,  and  espe- 
cially in  bringing  their  souls  to  Christ. 

Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  commend  this  noble  or- 
ganization to  the  sympathy,  prayers  and  liberality,  of  our 
congregations. 

A.  P.  LUDDEN, 

President  of  Hartwick  Synod. 
E.  Balfour, 

Secretary. 
Livingston  Manor^  Sept.  12tJi,  1864. 
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E,.  H.  Tripp,  of  Hillsdale^  Mich.,  writes: — • 
Personal  conversation  with  the  Delegates  of  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission  cheers  the  men  beyond  expression, 
especially  when  the  soldiers  find  such  Delegates  from 
their  own  state. 

The  soldiers  have  the  utmost  confidence  in  our  men. 
So  much  is  this  the  case,  that  we  get  watches  (gold  and 
silver,)  and  all  valuables  are  brought  to  us,  to  bring 
back  to  their  friends,  our  position  being  a  guarantee  to 
them  that  the  trust  will  in  no  way  be  betrayed. 


"We  might  multiply  these  to  any  extent.  The  follow- 
ing will  indicate  the  nature  of  our  work,  and  the  impres- 
sion it  makes  upon  those  who  engage  in  it. 
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Beligious  Interest. 

Rev.  J.  E.  King  writes : — 

"  Among  the  wounded,  we  had  no  such  religious  suc- 
cess as  among  the  sick.  They  seemed  sure  of  recover- 
ing and  bearing  honorable  wounds,  and  the  pardon- 
able pride  which  many  seemed  to  feel  in  the  scars  they 
would  wear,  was  something  that  rather  tended  to  keep 
religion  at  a  distance.  But  we  were  permitted  to  minis- 
ter more  freely  to  their  comfort"  in  the  way  of  furnishing 
fruit,  pleasant  drinks,  &c.,  as  well  as  reading,  of  which 
all  had  abundance.  All  who  were  able,  saint  and  sin- 
ner, Catholic,  Protestant  or  Jew,  seemed  glad  to  read  the 
New  Testament,  as  well  as  the  other  books  and  periodicals 
furnished.  The  only  exception  I  noted,  was  that  of  one 
devoted  Catholic  who  would  not  touch  a  book,  but  who 
surrendered  to  the  preachers  that  we  brought  around  for 
distribution;  and  avowed,  after  a  week's  acquaintance, 
that  the  Christian  Commission  Delesjates  were  '"the  true 
men  of  G-od." 

Throughout  the  time  I  was  at  the  station,  there  was  a 
continuous  religious  interest  among  the  convalescent  sol- 
diers. From  fifteen  to  twenty-five  would  rise  up  for 
prayers,  and  as  many  as  five  on  one  evening  testified  that 
Grod  had  heard  and  answered  their  prayers.  A  soldier 
rose  up  and  said:  "I  have  been,  up  to  this  moment,  for 
fifty  years  a  wicked  man;  but  I  ask  you  to  pray  for  me, 
that  I  may  find  the  way  to  be  a  difierent  man."  Many 
thrilling  experiences  were  given,  which  the  circumstances 
conspired  to  render  doubly  interesting. 

Revival  at  City  Point. 
Rev.  B.  Roberts,  of  Rochester,  New  York,  writes: — 
In  addition  to  the  regular  distribution  of  stores  and 
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reading  matter  in  the  tents,  and  personal  visitation 
among  tlie  men,  I  would  report,  with  heartfelt  thanks- 
giving to  Grod,  the  deep  and  powerful  work  of  grace  now 
in  progress  in  City  Point  hospital.  At  the  soldiers'  own 
request,  I  conducted  a  daily  prayer-meeting,  especially 
for  the  benefit  of  the  converts.  In  the  chapel,  daily,  at 
2  o'clock,  they  met  for  prayer,  and  the  impenitent  men 
met  with  them,  and  so  earnest  and  importunate  were  the 
prayers,  that  some  of  the.impenitent  were  converted  and 
brought  to  the  Saviour. 

In  addition  to  the  daily  prayer-meeting,  services  were 
held  every  evening  in  the  chapel.  These  meetings  are 
characterized  by  great  solemnity,  and  wonderful  mani- 
festations of  the  power  of  the  Divine  Spirit,  ten,  fifteen, 
and  twenty,  arising  at  a  time  for  the  prayers  of  Chris- 
tians, privates  and  officers. 

Camp  Distribution. 
Eev.  James  R.  Fisher,  "Westfield,  N.  Y.,  reports  the 
progress  of  the  revival  there :  over  one  hundred  soldiers 
rising  for  prayer  the  evening  before  his  departure. 

Preaching  under  Fire. 
August  5th.  It  was  my  privilege  to  superintend  the 
distribution  of  two  loads  of  stores  among  the  troops  of 
the  second  brigade,  second  division.  Ninth  Army  Corps. 
After  distribution,  the  commandant  of  the  brigade  pro- 
posed to  call  the  brigade  together  for  service,  which  he 
did  in  military  style,  and  formed  them  into  a  hollow 
square,  or  nearly  so,  and  I  was  permitted  to  unfold  to 
those  noble  men  the  word  of  life.  The  circumstances 
were  inspiring.     We  were  collected  under  the  fire  of  the 
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enemy,  althougli,  I  think,  neither  shot  nor  shell  came 
through  there  during  the  service — but  a  few  days  after 
the  disaster  of  the  30th  July,  where  nearly  one-third  of 
their  comrades  had  fallen — there  they  were  massed  again 
on  the  same  ground,  as  a  brigade,  to  listen  to  the  word 
of  life.  My  heart  was  full,  and  many  others  also,  while 
I  read  and  tried  to  enforce  the  exhortation,  "  I  beseech 
you,  therefore,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  you  pre- 
sent your  bodies  a  living  sacrifice  unto  God,"  &c.  It 
was  an  occasion  of  exciting  interest.  Beside  this  spiri- 
tual work,  I  think  the  Delegates  are  a  material  force  to 
the  army,  nearly  equal  to  five  times  their  number  of  sol- 
diers. With  their  words  of  cheer  and  encouragement, 
relieving  the  sufiering,  caring  for  the  wounded — work, 
much  of  which  would  take  men  from  the  ranks — the  De- 
legates fill  an  important  place  in  the  national  forces  of 
the  army;  and  above  this,  but  for  the  Commission,  whole 
regiments,  and  scores  of  them,  would  not  hear  the  word 
of  life  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  its  close.  The 
salvation  of  soul  and  body  is  often  attributed  to  the 
agency  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

Hundreds  of  wounds  were  dressed  by  our  Delegates, 
on  the  30th  and  31st  of  July,  which,  but  for  them, 
would  not  have  been  reached  by  the  surgeons  for  two  or 
three  days. 

One  evening,  while  passing  through  the  second  divi- 
sion hospital,  after  attending  evening  service,  a  man 
-  whose  left  arm  had  been  amputated  near  the  shoulder, 
called  to  me,  saying  he  wanted  to  shake  hands,  and  say 
he  felt  it  a  privilege  to  feel  that  he  was  on  the  Lord's 
side.  Another  old  man  in  the  same  tent,  with  some  dif- 
ficulty, rose  to  his  feet,  shook  hands  with  me,  and  said 
he  was  a  disciple. 
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One  of  the  greatest  triumplis  of  Christian  life  over 
bodily  suffering,  I  ever  observed,  was  in  one  of  the  wards 
of  the  fourth  division  colored  hospital.  The  day  following 
the  battle  of  the  30th,  we  were  passing  through  the  wards 
holding  evening  service ;  we  reached  the  last  ward :  these 
men  were  mangled  in  every  conceivable  way,  and  must 
have  been  suffering  intensely,  but  as  we  were  passing  out 
about  a  dozen  of  them  struck  up,  singing,  '■  When  I  can 
read  my  title  clear,"  &c.  Many  of  these  men  are  as  true 
to  God  as  they  are  to  their  country. 

Israel  Luce. 

Letters  for  the  Dying. 

W.  Plogarth,  of  Detroit,  writes : — 

My  whole  visit  and  work  was  to  me  a  delight.  There 
are  things  about  it  which  cannot  be  written.  It  was  a 
great  privilege  to  point  some  inquiring  ones  to  Christ. 
The  hearts  of  many  of  the  dear  saints  of  God  were 
strengthened  by  a  word  of  sympathy  and  prayer.  They 
also  imparted  strength  to  me;  indeed,  they  ministered 
more  to  me  than  I  to  them.  The  Chaplain  attended  all 
funerals. 

Letters  I  wrote  every  day — and  on  some  days  wrote 
many — especially  after  the  arrival  of  some  from  the  front. 
I  always  urged  the  friends  to  whom  I  wrote,  to  direct 
their  replies  to  the  soldiers  and  not  to  myself.  I  am 
sure  that  this  single  department  of  your  work  compen- 
sates for  all  your  time  and  money.  It  is  curative  for  the 
wounded  and  sick.  It  is  a  cordial  for  the  absent  friends. 
I  would  give  all  my  time  to  have  been  (as  I  was)  with 
one  brave  Christian  man,  from  Michigan,  to  hear  his 
last  words  of  faith   and   calm    hope — to  write  his  last 
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words  to  his  wife — then  make  out  his  statement  of  his 
business  and  forward  that;  and,  when  all  temporal  things 
were  arranged,  to  walk  hand  in  hand  with  him  to  the 
"brink  of  the  dark  river,  and  bid  him  "  God  speed "  on 
his  way  homeward.  And,  when  I  returned  to  this  city, 
his  wife  came  and  spent  a  half  day  with  me;  and  I  told 
her  things  about  his  dying  which  no  pen  could  write ; 
and  she  went  to  her  home,  full  of  tears  and  grief,  indeed, 
but  glad,  also,  that  some  one  brought  to  her  the  words 
that  fell  from  the  lips  of  her  dying  and  loving  husband. 
Many  such  things  occur,  but  one  compensated  for  all  the 
time  and  labor. 

Let  me  only  add,  I  am  ready  for  the  same  work  at  any 
future  time,  and,  I  think,  my  people  are  willing  that  I 
should  go. 


Besides  the  Christian  Commission  Station  at  Sandy 
Hook  and  Harper's  Ferry,  manned  by  delegates,  and 
supplied  with  stores  and  publications  for  the  relief  and 
benefit  of  the  soldiers,  sick  and  wounded,  or  on  duty,  the 
Commission  has  been  faithfully  represented  from  the  first 
in  the  Army  of  the  Valley.  Not,  indeed,  as  fully  as 
could  have  been  wished,  yet  enough  to  save  much  suf- 
fering, and  do  great  good. 

While  the  railroad  west  from  Harper's  Ferry  was 
broken,  and  in  danger  from  guerrilla  incursions,  before 
the  advance  of  Gen.  Sheridan,  the  wounded  were  brought 
on  to  Martinsburg  and  sent  across  to  Hagerstown  in  am- 
bulances for  safety. 
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Kev.  Edward  Cooper,  on  behalf  of  the  Commission,  or- 
dered supplies  by  rail  from  Philadelpbia  to  Hagerstown, 
and  besides  relieving  tbe  wants  of  tbe  wounded  there, 
by  means  of  wagons,  kindly  detailed  by  the  Government 
Officers,  tijok  supplies  forward  for  the  sufferers  at  Mar- 
tinsburg. 

When  Gen.  Sheridan  advanced  upon,  defeated,  and 
routed  the  enemy,  J.  R.  Miller,  Field  Agent,  went  for- 
ward with  wagons,  delegates  and  stores  to  Winchester. 

The  battle  on  the  Berryville  Pike  was  fought  on  the 
19th.  The  Christian  Commission  Station  was  established 
under  charge  of  Rev.  J.  D.  Curtis,  of  Elkton,  Md.,  in 
Winchester,  on  the  21st.  Four  days  thereafter,  Mr.  Mil- 
ler arrived  with  a  reinforcement  of  nine  delegates  and 
two  wagon  loads  of  stores. 

From  Harper's  Ferry  to  Winchester,  a  distance  of 
thirty-one  miles,  every  thing  had  to  go  by  wagons.  Chris- 
tian Commission  wagons  had  to  wait  and  join  Government 
trains,  with  military  escort  for  safety.  This,  of  course, 
impeded  and  delayed  operations.  Now,  however,  the 
Railroad  is  repaired  through  Martinsburg  on  to  Wheeling, 
and  Martinsburg  is  made  the  base,  which  shortens  the 
distance  for  wagoning  by  ten  miles. 

The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Miller,  the  Field-agent, 
whose  efficient  services  at  Knoxville  endeared  him  so 
much  to  officers  and  men,  describes  the  further  progress 
of  the  work. 

Martinsburg,  Va.,  Sept.  29th. 
Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Secretary. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  came  immediately  to  Harper's  Ferry, 
from  Philadelphia,  arriving  there  at  noon,  on  Saturday. 
The  same  afternoon  I  engaged  two  wagons,  belonging  to 
private  parties,  to  go  front  with  Delegates  and  stores  in 
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the  first  train.  In  tliis  country,  we  cannot  go  when  we 
please,  but  must  go  when  we  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
tection from  the  merciless  and  barbarous  guerrillas  that 
infest  the  whole  region.  The  train  was  to  start  on  Sab- 
bath morning,  and  we  procured  all  necessary  passes,  &c., 
to  accompany  it.  At  home,  there  is  generally  no  excuse 
for  the  performance  of  such  journeys  on  the  Sabbath, 
but,  in  the  army.  Sabbath  work  often  becomes  a  work  of 
mercy.  The  train  left,  after  the  usual  amount  of  delays, 
at  noon,  and  every  thing  passed  very  pleasantly.  We 
drove  a  mile  beyond  Smithfield,  and  halted  for  the  night. 
On  Monday  morning  we  pressed  on,  reaching  Winches- 
ter at  noon  of  that  day.  Nine  Delegates  went  forward 
with  me.  The  station  had  been  opened  at  Winchester 
four  days  previously,  and  Rev.  J.  A.  Curtis,  of  Elkton, 
Maryland,  was  in  charge.  I  visited  all  the  hospitals  in 
the  city,  and  made  a  distribution  of  the  work  among  the 
Delegates.  They  all  went  heartily  to  work  on  Tuesday 
morning.  As  there  were  nearly  two  thousand  of  our  own 
wounded,  in  hospitals,  in  churches,  hotels,  and  private 
buildings,  there  will  be  abundance  of  work  for  all  the 
Delegates  there.  The  surgeons  whom  I  visited,  in  charge 
of  the  various  hospitals,  showed  me  every  courtesy,  and 
all  accepted,  most  willingly,  the  proffered  aid.  There 
are  also  two  thousand  rebel  wounded,  in  Winchester,  for 
whom  we  must  do  something. 

My  only  regret  was  that  my  limited  means  prevented 
me  from  doing  more  for  those  gallant  sufferers.  Not 
having  wagons  of  our  own  on  the  ground,  and  the  Quar- 
termaster's Department  being  taxed  to  its  utmost  capa- 
city in  carrying  forward  regular  army  supplies,  I  had  to 
depend  entirely  on  transportation  hired  from  private  par- 
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ties.  However,  there  was  mucTi  satisfaction  in  knowing 
that  in  the  same  train  in  which  we  went  forward,  there 
were  large  supplies  of  government  hospital  stores,  as  well 
as  the  stores  of  the  Sanitary  Commission,  and  that  by 
means  of  these  and  ours  together,  the  immediate  wants 
of  the  sufferers  could  be  in  some  measure  supplied,  and 
much  good  done. 

On  Tuesday,  I  returned  to  Harper's  Ferry,  anxious  to 
hasten  forward  stores  as  soon  as  possible.  On  Wednes- 
day, the  train  came  through  first  to  Martinsburg;  and, 
as  the  distance  from  Martinsburg  to  Winchester  is  ten 
miles  less  than  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  the  same  place, 
and  a  safer  road,  I  came  forward  on  the  first  train,  bring- 
ing four  Delegates  with  me,  and  nearly  two  hundred 
packages  of  hospital  stores.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
send  forward  any  stores  to  Winchester,  since  arriving, 
but  I  just  learn,  by  telegraph,  that  the  four-horse  team 
ordered  here  from  City  Point  has  reached  Harper's  Ferry, 
and  will  be  here  to-morrow.  I  will  seiid  it  forward  im- 
mediately to  Winchester  by  the  first  train  going  out. 
Very  truly  yours, 

J.  E,.  Miller, 

General  Field-agent. 


Delegates  and  stores  are  being  rapidly  forwarded  to 
the  valley,  and  the  brave  soldiers  of  Sheridan's  army  are 
tenderly  cared  for.  Chaplain  Thomas,  one  of  our  dele- 
gates, just  in  for  supplies,  describes  the  flight  of  the 
rebel  army  through  Winchester,  as  quite  amusing.    They 
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came  "whirling"  through,  all  the  streets  in  the  lower 
part  of  town ;  the  officers  galloping  through  cross  streets 
trying  to  head  them  off,  and  make  them  stand,  but  in 
vain.  Ladies  would  come  out,  and  beg  and  implore 
them  to  stop,  and  they  would  reply,  "We  are  very  much 
obliged  to  you,  ladies;  some  other  time;  we  really  cannot 
stay  now,  our  engagements  are  pressing."  For  eighty 
miles  every  farm  house  is  filled  with  rebel  wounded; 
once  conquered  in  battle,  left  to  be  again  conquered  by 
Christian  charity. 

Rev.  A.  Gr.  Thomas  says  he  has  never  seen  so  large  a 
proportion  of  Christians  among  the  dying  as  in  our  hos- 
pitals at  Winchester ;  and  that  the  observation  of  the 
other  delegates  corresponds  with  his — eight  out  of  ten 
have  hope  in  their  death.  Some  of  these  cases  are 
peaceful :  others  glorious.  Said  one  dying  soldier,  putting 
out  his  hand  to  catch  him,  "Are  you  a  Christian?"  "  I 
hope  so,"  was  the  reply.  "  When  will  you  write  a  letter 
for  me  to  my  wife.  Tell  her  I  am  dying,  but  that  Jesus 
is  precious  to  me ;  never,  never  so  precious  as  now." 

The  doctor  in  charge  of  one  of  the  wards,  who  is  not 
himself  a  Christian,  told  him  of  one  dying  soldier,  who 
said  to  him,  "Doctor,  I  do  not  want  you  to  cure  me." 
"Why  so?"  "Eccause  I  am  going  to  my  blessed  Jesus." 


Memphis,  Tenn.,  Sept.  10th,  1864. 
GrEO.  H.  Stuart,  Chairman  U.  S.  C.  C. 

Dear  Sir  : — Many  of  the  one  hundred  day  regiments 
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are  now  returning  home,  and  tliey  go  with  a  "God  bless 
the  Christian  Commission"  upon  their  lips.  These  men, 
brought  from  the  North  in  the  heat  of  the  summer, 
have  suffered  much  by  sickness,  and  have  not  been  over- 
looked in  their  hour  of  need  by  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion. They  go  home,  many  of  them,  to  tell  what  has 
been  done  for  them. 

The  3d  Division,  16th  Army  Corps,  has  left  us,  and 
many  of  those  noble  war-worn  veterans  went  away  bear- 
ing some  gift  of  the  Commission;  some,  and  not  a  few, 
will  have  occasion  to  think  of  this  instrumentality  with 
joy  through  eternity — for  in  these  Rooms,  or  at  the 
Camp,  reading  the  books  distributed  by  the  delegates, 
they  were  led  to  Jesus. 

Not  a  few  of  these  "veterans"  bade  us  good-by,  say- 
ing— "  I  shall  never  forget  the  Christian  Commission." 

Rooms  have  recently  been  opened  at  Paducah,  Ky. 
The  Greneral  commanding  welcomed  the  Commission, 
and  gladly  gave  us  a  building.  Cairo  has  a  fine  build- 
ing in  process  of  erection,  to  be  used  as  a  depository 
and  home  for  delegates.  At  Columbus,  Ky.,  5000  troops 
are  supplied  by  delegates  at  present. 

At  Memphis,  the  same  rooms  are  retained  that  were 
occupied  last  yeai\  The  work  of  distribution  and  per- 
sonal labour  with  the  men  is  more  and  more  interesting 
and  profitable.  Almost  universally,  those  with  whom 
we  converse  have  been  thinking  of  these  things.  The 
soldiers  are  doing  finely  in  the  Diet  Kitchens,  in  the 
Webster  Hospitals. 

Helena  must  have  an  office  soon,  and  will  have  in  a 
few  weeks. 

Little  Rock  is  supplied  by  a  delegate  at  present,  the 
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local  Agent,  Mr.  Thayer,  having  gone  North  to  recover 
his  health.  Mr.  Saylor  is  doing  well  at  Vicksburg,  and 
Mr.  Brown  at  Natchez,  is  working  well,  though  he  is 
considerably  advanced  in  years. 

"VVe  suffer  very  much  in  this  department  from  sick- 
ness, especially  during  the  summer  months.  Most  of 
our  delegates  are  prostrate  before  half  their  term  of  ser- 
vice expires,  hence  we  are  very  much  embarrassed  in 
our  plans.  Yours  truly, 

F.  G-.  Ensign, 
Acting  Field  Agent,  U.  S.  C.  C. 


From  these  incidents  the  reader  may  gather  some  idea 
of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  great  work  done.  The 
expenditure  for  the  month  of  September  from  the  Cen- 
tral Office  alone  is  $127,424.  That  from  the  various 
branches  will  bring  it  up  to  $180,000. 

But  the  work  to  be  done  is  still  greater.  The  great 
decisive  struggle  before  Richmond  is  now  in  progress. 
As  we  write,  stores  are  pouring  out  of  the  Christian 
Commission  warehouse  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded. 
Delegates  with  haversacks  and  rubber  blankets  for  the 
trenches.  These  are  tried  men,  going  back  to  their  loved 
work  of  rescuing  the  wounded  heroes.  Such  men  as 
Elihu  Smith,  father  of  Sergeant  H.  W.  Smith,  10th 
N.  Y.  Heavy  Artillery,  who  has  fought  forty-five  battles, 
never  received  a  wound,  and  never  lost  a  battle.  Ere 
this  reaches  you,  hundreds  of  these  devoted  men  will  be 
bending  over  the  wounded  with  cordials  and  refresh- 
ments. 
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From  tlie  valley  of  the  Shenandoah  a  special  messen- 
ger brings  an  urgent  appeal  on  behalf  of  the  brave  fel- 
lows who  sent  Early's  forces  ''whirling'^  from  one  "im- 
pregnable position"  to  another,  and  whose  wounded  are 
lying  in  the  farm  houses  along  the  valley,  among  un- 
sympathizing  Secessionists,  dependent  on  us  for  every 
thing  beyond  their  regular  rations  and  medicines.  Shall 
we  leave  them  to  pine  uncared  for?  Three  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  tents,  a  steady  stream  of  stores,  and 
daily  reinforcements  of  delegates,  are  going  forward  to 
our  field  agent,  Mr.  Miller. 

We  must  immediately  prepare  for  our  winter  work. 
We  have  faith  to  believe  that  we  shall  behold  a  revival 
in  all  our  armies  during  the  coming  winter, — such  as  the 
Church  has  never  even  expected  to  see, — if  only  we 
enter  the  door  now  opened  to  us.  Never  were  the 
hearts  of  our  soldiers  so  prepared  for  Christian  counsels 
by  the  blessed  operation  of  Christian  charity.  In  every 
regiment  and  battery  the  Christian  Commission  is  known 
and  welcomed.  We  must  immediately  double  the  num- 
ber of  religious  papers  distributed;  and  this  will  not 
supply  the  demand.  One  million  papers  per  month  addi- 
tional will  demand  an  increase  of  $30,000  per  month, 
or  one  thousand  dollars  per  day.  Yet  this  will  only  give 
one  paper  weekly  to  every  four  persons  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  Chapel  tents  must  be  provided  also 
for  all  our  armies  for  the  coming  winter,  for  those  used 
for  that  purpose  last  year,  having  afforded,  besides,  blessed 
relief  as  hospitals  after  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness, 
have  been  worn  out  in  that  service.  Double  the  number 
used  last  winter  will  not  accommodate  the  number  now 
eager  to  hear  the  word  of  God.     The  demands  for  libra- 
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ries,  for  lai'ger  books,  for  reading  of  a  more  solid  and 
substantial  kind,  increase  weekly;  and  we  must  supply 
the  demand  we  have  created.  In  short,  we  must  pre- 
pare to  double  our  work,  our  outlay,  our  increase. 

Will  not  every  man  who  feels  an  earnest  longing  for 
the  great  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  on  our  army,  and 
through  our  returning  soldiers  and  delegates,  over  our 
Churches  and  our  land,  willingly  give  for  Christ's  ser- 
vice as  much  as  he  is  taxed  for  the  cause  of  the  nation? 
Said  a  farmer  of  Illinois  to  one  of  our  delegates.  Chap- 
lain M'Cabe,  as  he  gave  him  $10,000  for  the  Commission, 
"  Who  knows  but  one  of  your  delegates  may  save  my 
son's  life?"  May  not  you  say,  also,  Christian  father  or 
mother  of  the  soldier,  "  Who  knows  but  the  Christian 
Commission  may  save  my  boy's  soul  ?" 
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STATISTICS. 

Hospital  stores*  forwarded  for  distribution  from  Central  Of- 
fice, Philadelphia,  and  from  the  branch  office  at  Baltimore, 
during  the  month  of  September,  1864: 


3,664  Shirts. 
3,296  Pairs  Drawers. 
1,142      "       Socks. 
1,511      "       Slippers. 

75      "       Shoes. 
2,348      "       Suspenders. 
2,335  Handkerchiefs. 

48  Other       articles       of 
clothing. 
453  Pillows. 
269  Pillow  Cases. 

66  Sheets. 
147  Quilts  and  Spreads. 
453  Towels. 
160  Arm  Slings. 
85  Thumb  Stall. 
2,668  Rolls  of  Bandages. 
819*  Pads. 

12  Eye  Shades. 
324  Crutches. 
2,000  Crutch-heads. 
15,000  Needles. 
1,933  Housewives. 
1,154  Fans. 
1,072  Combs. 
480  lbs.  Soap. 


26  lbs.  Thread. 
156  Boxes  Matches. 
116  lbs.  Cured  Ham. 

16  Brooms. 

24  Feeding  Cups. 

12  Canes. 

20  Papers  of  Pins. 
754  Reams  Writing  Paper. 
183,000  Envelopes. 

11  Gross  Pens. 
676  Pen-holders. 
3,744  Pencils. 

24  Slates. 
168  Quarts  Ink. 
1,848  Cans  Turkey. 


960 

"     Beef 

2,496 

"     Mutton. 

1,862 

"     Chicken. 

240 

"     Veal. 

48 

"     Duck. 

76 

"    Assorted  Meats 

381 

lb  Dried  Beef. 

645 

lb  Cured  Fish. 

2,743 

lb  Beef-tea  Jelly. 

3,246 

Cans  of  Peaches. 

4,988 

"         Tomatoes. 

*Large  quantities  of  stores  have  also  been  purchased  and  shipped  at  "Wash- 
ing ton. 
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1,332  Cans  Cherries. 

372      "        Strawberries. 
2,706      "        Blackberries. 
3,772      "         Pears. 
240      "         Pluras. 
249      "        Brdy  Peaches. 
3,202      "        Jelly. 
709      "         Assort' a  Fruit. 
219      "         Preserves. 

14  barrels  Dried  Apples. 
480  lb  Dried  Fruit,  Asso'd. 
5,416  Cans  Condensed  Milk. 
980  lbs.  Ground  Coffee. 
519  lbs.  Tea. 
395     "     Chocolate. 
681     "     Sugar. 
4,829     "     Farina. 
5,535     "     Corn  Starch. 
50     "     Arrow  Root. 
100     "     Sago. 

98     "     Gelatine. 
443     "     Butter. 
140  Bbls.  Crackers. 
30     "     Boston  Crackers. 
1     "     Dried  Rusk. 
1     "     Ginger  Cakes. 
5     "     Meal. 
4  Boxes  Cheese. 
1,295  Cans  Assorted  Pickles. 
2,343  Galls.  Pick'd Cucumbers 
12  Bush.  Onions. 
1  Keg  Limes. 


55  lbs.  Soda. 
50     "    Flour. 
3^  Tons  Ice. 
347  Boxes  Peaches. 
1     "     Tapico. 
54  Bottles  Catsup. 
J  Bush.  Flax  Seed. 
94  Bottles  Fruit  Syrup. 
1,077  Galls.  Blackberry. 
Cordial. 
498  Bottles  Brandy. 
889       "         Sheri-y  Wine. 
250       "         Domestic  '• 
118       "         Blackberry. 

27       "        Port  Wine. 
174       "        Whiskey. 
708       "         Porter. 
G71       "         Bay  Rum. 
227       "         Cologne. 
12       "        Alcohol. 
11,195      "        Ess.  Ja.  Ginger. 
6  Galls.  Castor  Oil. 
5  lbs.  Chloroform. 
25     "     Epsom  Salts. 
22     "     Camphor. 
1  Box  Pain  Killer. 
4,800  Tonic  Pills. 

25  Yds.  Isinglass  Plaster. 
16  lbs.  Spices. 
149  Boxes  assorted  Hospi- 
Stores,  not  included 
in  the  above. 


COMMUNICATIONS  AND  OONTEIBUTIONS 

For  the  UNITED  STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION  may  be  sent  to  any  of  the  following 
places,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  addressed  to  the  persons  designated. 

PHILADELPHIA.— Letters  to  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  or 
Rev.  Bernice  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street;  money  to  Joseph  Ptitterson,  at  the 
Western  Bank:  stores  to  George  II.  Stuart,  11  Bank  Street. 

NEW  YORK. — Letters  and  supplies  to  Nathan  Bishop,  30  Bible  House;  mo- 
ney to  James  M.  Brown,  59  Wall  Street. 

BOSTON, — Letters  to  Charles  Dcmond,  4  Court  Street ;  monej'  to  Joseph  Sto- 
rey, 112  Tremont  Street,  stores  to  L.  P.  Roland,  Tremont  Temple. 

PITTSBURG.— Letters  to  Robert  C.  Totten :  money  to  Joseph  Albree,  71 
Wood  Street;  stores  to  W.  F.  Weyman,  79  Smithfield  Street. 

CINCINNATI. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay ;  money  and  supplies  to  A.  E. 
Chamberlain,  Rooms  of  the  Christian  Commission,  51  Vine  Street. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  to  C.N.Todd;  moneyto  James  M.Ray;  suj)- 
plies  to  G.  W.  Clippin!!;er. 

CHICAGO.- Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801 ;  money  to  John  E.  Far- 
well;  supplies  to  Rooms  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Methodist 
Church  Block. 

MILWAUKEE. — Letters  to  D.W.Perkins;  moneyto  John  A.  Butcher;  stores 
to  Walter  S.  Carter,  care  Butcher,  Ball  &  Goodrich,  1U3  East  Water  Street. 

ST.  LOUIS. — Letters  to  J.  H.  Parsons,  Rooms  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission;  money  to  Edward  Ticknor;  supplies  to  Isaac  S.  Smyth, Chris- 
tian Commission  Oflfice,  under  Lindell  Hotel. 

DETROIT. — Communications  and  money  to  C.  F.  Clarke,  and  supplies  to  E.  C. 
Walker. 

BALTIMORE.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McJilton;  money  to  Rev.  G.  P.  Hays: 
stores  to  G.  S.  Griffith,  89  &  91  West  Baltimore  Street. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  moneyto  F.  Gridley; 
supplies  to  John  D.  Hill,  M.  D. 

TROY,  N.  Y— Letters  and  money  to  F.  P.  Allen ;  supplies  to  J.  H.  Willard. 

HARRISBURG,  PA. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  II.  Ro- 
binson. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Communications,  money,  and  supplies  to  Oliver  D, 
Grosvenor. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Communications,  money,  and  supplies  to  William  Bal- 
lantyne,  -198  Seventh  Street,  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  corner  of  10  and  H  Sts. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward  Har- 
dy, care  of  J.  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Main  Street. 

PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  to  Theo.  Higbee;  communications  and  supplies  to 
William  Reynolds. 

FREDERICK,  MD. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Bantz. 

IIAGERSTOWN,  MD. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  Mr. 
Evans. 

PORTLAND,  ME. — Communications  and  supplies  to  Thomas  R.  Hayes;  mo- 
ney to  C.  Sturtdivant. 

BANGOR,  ME. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Money  to  John  W.  Vernon ;  communications  and  sup- 
plies to  Dea.  W.  J.  King. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D. ;  supplies 
to  W.  S.  Griffith,  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  Thos.  W.  Olcott;  letters  to  Levi  Dedrick;  mo- 
ney to  Wni.  McElroy. 

LAMBERTVILLE,  N.  J. — Supplies  and  money  to  J.  A.  Anderson;  letters  to 
C.  Pierson. 

WHEELING,  W.  V.— Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  R.  Crangle. 

CLEVELAND,  0.— Letters  to  Rev.  L.F.Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather;  sup- 
plies to  Stillman  Witt. 

ST.  PAUL'S,  MINN.— Letters  to  H.  M.  Knox;  money  to  D.  D.  Merrill;  sup- 
plies to  D.  W.  Ingersoll. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  711  Mission  Street; 
money  to  P.  Sather,  (Sather  &  Co.,)  supplies  to  J.  B.  Roberts. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald ;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 
McDonald ;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 

PORTLAND,  OREGON.— Ladd  &  Tiltou. 


lETOEMATIOK 

FOE, 

ARMY    MEETINGS. 


Ill  many  places  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  the  month  is  devoted  to  a 
Union  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  deepest  in- 
terest has  been  excited  by  these  meetings.  It  is  humbly  suggested  to  all  who 
believe  in  the  power  of  prayer,  to  form  such  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  our 
nation's  destiny.  This  tract  is  compiled  with  the  view  of  affording  information 
for  these  Army  Meetings.    Please  circulate  it. 


NOVEMBER,  1864. 


GEORGE  H.  STUART,  Esq  ,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  W.   E.   BOARDMAN,   Secretary. 

Rev.  LEMUEL   MOSS,  Secretary  Home  OnjaiiizHtlon. 

Rev.  BERNICE  D.  AMES,  Secretary  Field  Organization. 


(^utntm  (SiommitUt, 


GEO.  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Pliiladelphia. 
Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  JANES,  B.D.,  N.  Y. 
C.  DEMON  D,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
JNO.  P.  CROZER,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
JAY  COOKE,  Esq., 
JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,    " 
Rev.  Bishop  31.  Simpson,  D.D.,  " 


STEPHEN  COIiWELL,  Esq.,  Pliilada. 

WILLIAM  E.  DODGE,  Esq.,  New  York. 

Rev.   HEMAN    DYER,  D.  D., 

W.  S.  GRIFFITHS,  Esq.,  Brooklyn,N.Y. 

G.  S.  GRIFFITHS,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

II.  G.  JONES,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 

W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Ex.  Off.,  Philada. 


JAS.  B.  IIODGERS,  PK.,  52  AND  5i  NOKIE  tiXIU  ST.,  l'UIL.VDA. 


OOMMUIIOATIONS  AND  OOITTEIBTJTIONS 

May  be  sent  to  any  of  the  following  prices,  aa  may  be  most  convenient, 

PHILADELPHIA. — Letters  to  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  or 
Rev.  Bernioe  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  street;  money  to  Joseph  Patterson,  at  the 
Western  Bank;  stores  to  George  H.  Stuart.  11  Bank  Street. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  Thos.  W.  Olcott;  letters  to  LeviDedrick;  mo- 
ney to  AVm.  McElroy. 

BALTIMORE.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McTilton,  D.  D. ;  money  to  Rev.  G.  P.  Hays ; 
stores  to  G.  S.  Griffith,  89  &  91  West  Baltimore  street. 

BANGOR,  ME. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Stiokney. 

BOSTON. — Letters  to  C.  Demond,  91  Washington  street;  money  to  Joseph 
Storey,  112  Tremont  Street;  stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Tremont  Temple. 

BROOKLYN,  L.  I.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D. ;  supplies  to  W.  S. 
Griffith,  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell.     Rooms,  16  Court  Street. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Letters  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  to  P.  Gridley;  supplies  to 
J.  D.  Hill,  M.  D.    Commission  Rooms  at  41  Pearl  Street. 

CHICAGO.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5S01 ;  money  to  John  E.  Far- 
well  ;  supplies  to  Rooms  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Methodist  Church  Block. 

CINCINNATI. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay ;  money  and  supplies  to  A.  E. 
Chamberlain,  51  Vino  street. 

CLEVELAND,  0.— Letters  to  L.  F.  Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather;  supplies 
to  Stillman  Witt. 

DETROIT,  MICH.— Letters  and  money  to  C.  F.  Clark ;  stores  to  E.  C.  Walker. 

FREDERICK,  MD. — ^Letters,  monev  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Bantz. 

IIAGERSTOWN,  MD.— Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  J.  Evans. 

HARTFORD :  Connecticut  Branch. — Letters  to  Rev.  H.  Powers ;  money  to  A. 
G.  Hammond,  Exchange  Bank;  supplies  to  Rooms  of  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society,  87  Asylum  Street. 

HARRISBURG,  PA.— Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson. 

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.— Letters  to  C.N.Todd;  money  to  James  M.Ray;  sup- 
plies to  G.  W.  Clippinger. 

LAMBERTVILLE,  N.  J. — Supplies  and  money  to  J.A.Anderson;  letters  to 
C.  Pierson. 

LOUISVILLE,  KT. — Letters,  monev  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward  Hardy,  care 
of  J.  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Maine  Street. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Letters  to  D.  W.  Perkins;  money  to  John  A.Dutcher  ; 
stores  to  Walter  S.  Carter,  care  Dutcher,  Ball  &  Goodrich,  103  E.  Water  St. 

NEW  YORK.— Letters  and  supplies  to  Dr.  N.  Bishop,  Rooms  U.  S.  C.  C,  30 
Bible  House;  money  to  James  M.Brown,  59  Wall  Street. 

PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  to  Theo.  Higbee ;  letters  and  supplies  to  Wm.  Rey- 
nolds.   Rooms,  10  South  Adams'  Street  (up-stairs.) 

PITTSBURG,  PA.— Letters  to  Robert  C.  Totten ;  money  to  Wm.  Frew,  James 
McCally  &  Co.,  172  Wood  St.;  stores  to  AVm.  P.  Weyman,  79  Smithfield  St. 

PORTLAND,  ME. — Letters  and  supplies  to  Thomas  R.  Hayes ;  money  to  C. 
Sturdivant. 

PORTLAND,  0RE60N.—W.  S.  Ladd,  Treasurer ;  of  firm  of  Ladd  &  Tilton. 
Letters  to  Rev.  G.  11.  Atkinson. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Money  to  W.  Vernon ;  letters  and  supplies  to  W.  J.  King. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Oliver  D.  Grosvenor. 

SACRAMENTO.  CAL.— Letters  to  ReV.  J.  S.  McDonald ;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 
McDonald;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 

ST.  LOUIS. — Letters  to  J.  H.  Parsons ;  money  to  Edward  Tlcknor:  supplies  to 
Isaac  S.  Smyth,  Christian  Commission  Office,  under  Lindell  Hotel. 

ST.  PAUL,  MINN.— Letters  to  H.  M.  Knox ;  money  to  D.  D.  Merrill ;  sup- 
plies to  D.  W.  Ingersoll. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.— Letters  to  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  711  Mission  Street ;  monev  to 
P.  Sather,  (Sathor  &  Co.;)  supplies  to  J.  B.  Roberts,  '^15  California  St. 

TROY,  N.  Y.— Letters  and  money  to  F.  P.  Allen  ;  supplies  to  J.  H.  Willard. 

UTICA,  N.  Y. — Letters,  money  aud  supplies  to  R.  S.  Williams,  Treasurer 
Army  Com.  Y.  M.C.A.,  Oneida  Bank. 

VIRGINIA,  NEV. — Letters  and  money  to  Rev.  Franklin  Rising. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C— Letters,  monev  and  supplies  to  William  Ball.autyne, 
498  Seventh  Street,  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  500  H  Street. 

WHEELING,  W.  V. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  R.  Crangle. 


INFORMATION 


NOVEMBER  MEETINGS, 


Oa  my  reaching  the  U.S.  Christian  Commission  Rooms 
at  Fort  Monroe,  Nove:oaber  1st,  I  was  very  hospitably 
received  by  Brother  John  A.  Cole,  to  whom  I  gave  the 
letter  from  yon — per  Rev.  B.  D.  Ames.  He  informed 
m5  that  he  needed  one  more  ministerial  delegate,  to 
make  out  the  requisite  number,  (7)  seven,  of  Chaplains 
by  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  to  the  fleet  of  Transports 
for  conveyance  and  exchange  of  prisoners,  to  proceed 
to  Hilton  Head,  with  such  supplies  for  our  released 
prisoners  as  your  Commission  may  think  proper  to  con- 
tribute. 

Brother  Cole,  as  general  field-agent  for  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission,  asked  me  if  I  would  go  as  Chap- 
lain on  one  of  the  fleets;  of  course  I  said  yes,  and  I  was 
made  Chaplain  of  the  steamer  transport  "Blackstone," 
Captain  Wm.  C.  Berry.  In  a  few  hours  I  was  taken  on 
1 


board,  and  in  presenting  my  letter  of  introduction  from 
Brother  Cole  to  the  captain,  I  was  received  as  a  noble 
sailor  can  do  such  things ;  with  a  hearty  grasp,  moved 
by  a  warm  heart ;  and  had  my  quarters  assigned  me  in  a 
state  room  immediately  opposite  his  own,  in  the  main 
saloon,  always  warm  with  coal  fire,  and  lighted  through 
the  night, — with  assurance  of  board,  &c.,  while  on  the 
ship,  free  of  charge.  I  felt  that  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission  was  properly,  princely  recognized  and  treated 
by  him;  and  I  the  more  strongly  resolved,  the  Lord  be- 
ing my  helper,  to  do  all  the  good  I  possibly  could  to  him 
and  his  crew.  That  evening  the  Captain  adopted  and 
acted  on  my  suggestion  to  have  religious  services  each 
day,  after  supper :  at  6.30  P.M.,  he,  through  the  steward, 
called  the  crew — invited  such  as  pleased  to  do  so — to 
come  to  the  service.  Fourteen  of  the  thirty-nine  were 
present.  I  read  part  of  a  chapter  of  the  scriptures,  on 
nations  serving,  and  being  blessed  of,  the  Lord ;  I  then 
gave  a  fifteen  minutes'  discourse  or  homily  on  the  same ; 
sung  a  few  verses ;  and  prayed,  closing  with  the  Lord's 
prayer,  many  uniting  with  me  in  audible  response. 

The  next  evening  about  twenty  were  present,  when  I 
read  and  commented,  sitting,  on  Matt.  v.  1-7.  Sung 
and  prayed,  repeating  the  Lord's  prayer  as  before. 

Yesterday  I  obtained  fifty  Hymn  Books  for  the  Army 
and  Navy,  published  by  the  American  Tract  Society. 
Some  of  these  I  distributed  among  the  ofiicers,  while 
pastorally  visiting  through  the  day,  in  their  quarters; 
sung  with  them,  and  afterwards  I  was  pleased  to  hear 
them  singing  sacred  songs  about  the  ship.  We  met  in 
the  evening  about  sixteen,  although  the  weather  was 
chilly  and  rainy;  men  wet,  &c.  through  the  day.    We  met, 


and  sung,  all  using  the  Hymn  Books,  making  quite  a 
congregational  choir,  singing  in  the  Spirit.  I  then  made 
a  discourse  for  about  ten  minutes  on  Matt.  v.  8 ;  then 
prayed,  all  kneeling,  and  mostly  uniting  in  Lord's  prayer; 
we  sung  another  hymn,  closing  with  L.  M.  Doxology,  and 
separated;  some  of  the  men  taking  Hymn  Books  for 
examination,  and  use,  with  them;  also  small  books — 
"Peace  Obtained"  and  "The  Christian  Soldier  and 
Sailor;"  also  Testaments  which  they  had  used  while  I 
was  reading  and  discoursing  on  the  scripture  lesson. 
We  have  no  positive  professors  of  religion,  beside  myself, 
on  board,  but  the  wives  of  some  are  such.  The  Captain's 
connections  are  Prot.  Episcopal;  and  most  of  the  crew 
are  Roman  Catholics.  I  have  seen  no  lack  of  discipline, 
no  disorder,  or  jangling  on  the  ship.  I  pray  and  labor 
that  they  all  may  become  "one  in  Christ  Jesus,"  in  ex- 
perience and  affection. 

May  the  power  and  means,  usefulness  and  glory  of  the 
U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  under  the  blessing  of  Grod, 
be  ever  on  the  increase ;  until  not  only  this  war  is  over  . 
but  the  whole  world  redeemed  and  saved  by  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

Fraternally, 

Wm.  H.  Tiffany, 
U.  S.  C.  C.  Delegate, 
Chaplain  of  the  steamship  "Blaclcstone." 
Off  Fort  Monkoe,  Va.,  6  A.M.,  Nov.  4,  '64. 

Prayer-Meetings  on  a  Monitor, 
I  spent  one  Sabbath  on  the  Monitor  Onondaga,  which 
at  that  time  was  anchored  in  the  James  River,  a  little 
above   Dutch   G-ap.     I  found  there    considerable    reli- 
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gious  interest.  A  prayer-meeting  liad  been  kept  up 
about  four  weeks,  wbich  bad  increased  in  number  from 
four  to  forty.  Twelve  arose  for  prayer  tbe  Sabbatb  eve- 
ning I  was  there. 

At  tbe  request  of  tbe  Captain,  wbo  is  a  pious  man,  I 
organized  a  Bible  Class  on  one  of  tbe  turrets,  and  put 
it  into  tbe  hands  of  tbe  Ensign,  wbo  is  also  pious.  Tbe 
Captain  appeared  deeply  interested  in  the  religious  wel- 
fare of  his  men,  and  also  in  the  spiritual  good  of  tbe 
whole  fleet  of  tbe  James,  of  which  be  is  Divisional  Com- 
mander. To  use  bis  own  expressive  language,  be  "de- 
sires to  have  tbe  river  James  flow  down  with  righteous- 


Each  Conference  Sends  a  Delegate. 

Tbe  Branch  Christian  Commission  for  Western  New 
York,  has  thus  far  proved  itself  successful.  Tbe  ave- 
rage cash  receipts  since  its  organization  have  been  one 
tliousand  dollars  per  week. 

The  East  Genesee  Conference  of  tbe  M.  E.  Church, 
at  its  recent  session  in  Elmira  resolved  to  co-operate  with 
this  Branch,  as  their  Pastoral  charges  are  included  in 
this  field  as  marked  out  by  the  Society.  We  hope  to 
hear  of  large  reports  from  this  conference.  Tbe  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolutions  were  unanimously  passed 
and  accompanied  with  a  speech  by  Rev.  S.  Hunt,  the 
Secretary,  and  warmly  commended  by  Bishop  Simpson, 
the  President  of  tbe  Conference : 

Whereas, — The  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  is  en- 
gaged in  a  work  of  immeasurable  importance,  in  supply- 


ing  the  wants  of  tlie  bodies  and  souls  of  tlie  noble  men 
who  compose  our  army  and  navy, — a  work  whose  success 
has  given  unmistakable  proof  that  it  has  the  unqualified 
confidence  of  the  Christian  public,  and  the  approval  of 
Heaven;  and 

Whereas, — The  Parent  Society  at  Philadelphia  has 
organized  a  Branch  of  the  Christian  Commission  for 
Central  and  Western  New  York,  and  Northwestern  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  more  effectual  development  of  the  re- 
sources of  territory  named;  Therefore, 

Resolved  1st.,  That  we  are  highly  gratified  with  the 
organization  of  the  Branch  Christian  Commission  for 
Western  New  York  and  vicinity,  and  pledge  to  it  our 
hearty  co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  purposes  of  the 
U.  S.  Christian  Commission. 

Resolved  2d,  That  we  will,  if  practicable,  keep  one 
man  from  each  District  in  this  Conference,  in  the  field  as  a 
delegate;  and  that  we  will  supply  the  pulpits  of  such  dele- 
gates in  their  absence. 

What  a  Little  Organized  Effort  will  Effect. 
The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  Lambertville,  N.  J.,  held 
its  third  anniversary  on  the  evening  of  October  10th. 
The  reading  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  organization 
developed  some  interesting  facts  connected  with  the  modes 
adopted  to  excite  and  sustain  true,  faithful  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  Christ  and  humanity  in  the  army.  During  the 
three  years  of  the  Society's  existence,  its  work  in  cash 
receipts,  and  the  raising  of  stores,  may  be  seen  in  the 
annexed  figures : 

Boxes,  &c., 
Cash.  and  Stores. 

Eirstyear $817  36  53 

Second  year 1343  53  152 
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Third  year 1497  87  92 


$3G58  76  297 

No  accurate  statement  can  now  be  made  of  the  value 
of  stores  contributed;  but,  all  things  considered,  they 
must  amount  to  several  thousand  dollars.  Several  noble 
delegates  have  gone  forth  from  Lambertville,  and  its 
neighborhood.  One  of  them,  Mr.  J.  F.  Silvers,  was  a 
martyr  to  the  cause  he  served,  dying  of  disease  contracted 
while  in  the  discharge  of  duty. 

All  told,  Lambertville  contains  only  three  thousand 
inhabitants. 

Moral  :  Gro  thou  and  do  likewise ! 


Our  Liberated  Soldiers. 

Baltimore,  October  17,  1864. 

3Iessrs.  Editors  : — It  maybe  acceptable  to  the  friends 
of  the  soldiers  to  know  that  we  have  just  returned  from  a 
visit  through  part  of  our  district,  looking  after  the  com- 
fort of  the  sick  and  wounded.  We  went  in  company 
with  Prof.  SehafF,  D.D.,  who  had  also  just  returned 
from  City  Point,  where  he  labored  as  a  delegate  for  the 
Christian  Commission  among  our  suifering  braves. 

"VVe  left  Baltimore  on  the  5th  instant,  arrived  at  Anna- 
polis the  same  day,  and  went  directly  to  visit  the  Naval 
Hospital,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Yanderkieft,  a  very 
successful  surgeon.  It  contains  two  thousand  patients^ 
many  of  whom  are  paroled  prisoners  from  Richmond. 


They  are  in  a  very  critical  condition,  consequent  upon  ex- 
posure and  want  of  food.  We  were  disappointed  in  not 
meeting  our  agent,  Rev.  J.  0.  Sloan,  who,  owing  to  much 
fatigue,  had  just  left  for  Philadelphia,  to  recruit  a  few 
days.  Rev.  H.  C.  Henries,  Post  Chaplain,  however,  gave 
all  necessary  attention  in  conducting  us  through  the 
various  departments,  and  to  the  soldiers'  chapel.  Mr.  H. 
was  very  active  and  courteous,  and  manifested  a  lively 
interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  comfort  of  the  men. 

Our  special  attention  was  claimed  by  the  paroled  pri- 
soners ;  and,  from  their  conversation,  we  were  led  to  be- 
lieve that  many  of  their  number  have  been  won  to  enjoy 
the  religion  of  the  blessed  gospel.  The  Christian  Com- 
mission is  a  glorious  mission,  and  does  a  noble  work 
among  the  soldiers.  It  spreads  a  moral  influence  through- 
out the  camp,  in  the  hospitals  and  on  the  field,  which 
cannot  be  reckoned.  The  delegates  are  at  every  military 
station,  preaching  the  gospel,  nursing  the  sick,  and 
burying  the  dead ;  they  feed  the  fainting  soul  in  times 
of  danger,  as  they  do  the  helpless,  hungry  soldier  on  the 
battle-field.  Time  and  labor  is  not  measured  while  there 
is  work  to  do;  they  are  brothers  to  every  brother,  and 
fathers  to  every  son  in  the  army.  We  also  visited  St. 
John's  Hospital,  containing  about  five  hundred  patients, 
had  an  interview  with  Chaplain  Hammond,  and  were 
much  gratified  with  our  observations.  The  management 
of  these  hospitals  reflects  much  credit  on  those  in 
charge  :  every  means  is  used  to  ameliorate  the  sufiiering 
condition  of  the  invalids. 

The  large  amount  of  clothing  und  hospital-stores  sent 
to  Annapolis  by  the  United  States  Christian  Commission 
is  faithfully  and  judiciously  distributed  by  our  agent? 


Rev.  J.  0.  Sloan,  who  has  been  laboring  in  belialf  of  the 
soldiers  ever  since  tbe  beginning  of  tbe  war,  and  was  the 
first  on  the  field  to  minister  to  their  wants  after  the  great 
Battle  of  G-ettysburg.  Annapolis  is  the  great  landing- 
depot  of  all  paroled  prisoners  from  Castle  Thunder,  Belle 
Island,  Tobacco  Warehouse,  and  Libby  Prison.  They 
come  in  a  distressing,  filthy  and  ragged  condition.  After 
they  are  washed  and  clothed  at  Green  Barracks,  the  sick 
are  immediately  conveyed  to  the  hospitals,  and  those  in 
stronger  condition  are  sent  to  Camp  Parole,  about  two 
miles  from  Annapolis.  This  post  has  been  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Boot  for  the  last  fifteen  months. 
He  is  a  very  efiicient  ofiicer,  a  Christian  gentleman,  and 
highly  respected  by  all,  and  every  thing  seems  to  prosper 
under  his  administration.  The  barracks  have  capacity 
to  accommodate  from  nine  to  ten  thousand  men,  but  at 
present  contain  only  twenty-sis  hundred.  It  has  also  a 
hospital,  with  two  hundred  patients,  under  the  charge  of 
Dr.  Parker,  a  very  excellent  surgeon. 

We  visited  Camp  Parole  on  the  6th  instant,  and  at 
seven  o'clock,  p.m.,  Dr.  Schafi"  preached  an  excellent 
sermon  to  a  large  and  attentive  audience.  After  the  con- 
gregation was  dismissed,  seventy-five  remained  for  exhor- 
tation and  prayer ;  twenty-five  arose  and  spoke  with  very 
deep  feeling  of  their  religious  experience,  and  of  their 
determination,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  hold  out  faithful 
to  the  end,  notwithstanding  the  trials  and  temptations  in 
the  way.  A  young  man,  about  twenty  years  of  age.  in 
very  feeble  health,  stated,  that,  when  he  arrived  a  pri- 
soner in  Richmond,  every  article  of  value  was  taken 
from  him,  including  his  Testament;  but  he  pleaded  so 
earnestly  for  the  volume,  which  he  valued  as  his  life, 


that  it  was  finally  restored  to  liim.  As  lie  told  the  sim- 
ple story,  lie  drew  tlie  little  book  from  Ms  pocket,  and 
held  it  tip  to  our  view.  He  spoke  with  so  much  earnest- 
ness and  deep  feeling,  that  it  seemed  to  be  the  out- 
gushing  of  a  heart  flowing  with  love  to  Jesus.  Divine 
services  are  held  here  three  times  every  Sunday,  and 
every  morning  and  evening  except  on  Saturday  nights. 
Rev.  J.  C.  Townsand  and  Rev.  F.  Colton  are  laboring  at 
this  station  with  much  success.  God's  Spirit  has  been 
poured  out  in  a  very  extraordinary  manner ;  one  hundred 
and  twenty  souls  have  been  hopefully  converted  during 
the  past  few  months. 

Camp  Parole  has  been  established  about  two  years  and 
six  months,  but  the  Government  has  not  yet  appointed  a 
chaplain  to  labor  here.  The  spiritual  interest  of  the  camp 
has  been  entirely  attended  to  by  ministers  and  laymen  of 
the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  who  have  en- 
deavored to  preach  the  gospel  in  a  faithful  manner  to 
the  many  precious  souls  which  it  contains.  On  the  7th 
instant,  at  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  we  left  for  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  and  were  met  on  the  way  by  Rev.  Dr.  Patterson, 
of  Chicago,  one  of  our  most  useful  delegates,  who  has 
been  for  the  last  eight  months  in  California,  where  he 
was  sent  in  behalf  of  the  Christian  Commission. 

We  stopped  at  Sandy  Hook  at  noon,  and,  in  accordance 
with  our  custom,  called  a  meeting  of  our  delegates,  Rev. 
Mr.  Kitzmiller,  Rev.  0.  M.  McDowell,  Rev.  E.  J.  Stevens, 
Rev.  Charles  Whittier,  and  Rev.  C.  A.  Votey,  for  prayer, 
consultation,  and  investigation  of  our  work.  We  found 
all  things  progressing  as  well  as  could  be  expected.  Dr. 
Boon  and  Dr.  Hayes  spoke  in  very  encouraging  terms  of 
our  organization  and  the  work  of  the  Commission.     In 
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addition  to  the  services  of  ministers  and  laymen,  we 
have  the  assistance  of  Mrs.  Hyatt,  Mrs.  Robins,  Miss 
Southgate,  and  Miss  Smull,  who  attend  with  indefatigable 
industry  to  ameliorate  the  suffering  condition  of  the 
wounded  men — numbering  four  hundred  at  this  place. 

"We  left  for  Martinsburg,  and  arrived  at  night,  about 
eleven  o'clock,  just  in  time  to  meet  a  long  train  of  ambu= 
lances  coming  in  from  Winchester  and  Harrisonburg, 
containing  from  four  to  five  hundred  wounded.  We 
found  our  delegates,  twelve  in  number,  sleeping  on  the 
hard  floor,  wrapped  in  army  blankets.  We  aroused 
them  to  work,  and  proceeded  forthwith  to  the  churches^ 
which  have  been  converted  into  hospitals,  to  minister 
food  and  drink  to  the  hungry,  fainting  men,  as  they  were 
carried  in  by  careful  hands.  Much  credit  is  due  to  the 
people  of  Winchester  for  their  acts  of  benevolence,  and 
their  untiring  attention  to  the  suffering  wounded,  both 
friend  and  foe.  Our  delegates  are  busy  here,  as  else- 
where, alleviating  the  distressed  condition  of  the  wounded 
working  with  as  much  success  as  our  means  will  afford. 

We  call  loudly  upon  the  benevolent  public  to  aid  our 
mission.  Send  us  money,  food,  clothing — any  article 
you  can  spare.  Do  not  wait  to  be  able  to  bestow  largely. 
Small  gifts  are  very  acceptable,  and  many  such  will  swell 
our  stock,  to  fill  our  demand — the  demand  of  suffering 
humanity.  Mr.  J.  E..  Miller,  our  Field-Agent,  has  had 
two  years'  experience  in  the  work.  He  is  active  and 
persevering,  and  will  get  your  goods  through.  We  have 
our  own  teams ;  therefore,  are  not  obliged  to  wait  for 
wagons.  All  things  are  ready ;  send  your  money ;  send 
goods  to  the  suffering  heroes  of  our  army,  who  have 
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periled  their  lives  to  save  yours,  your  homes,  and  all  you 
possess. 

Gr.  S.  Griffith, 
Chairman  Maryland  District,  U.  S.  C.  C, 
Nos.  89  and  91  Baltimore  Street. 


"Waiting. 

Ere  hospital  comforts,  even,  were  to  be  had  for  the 
wounded,  I  stood  by  the  dying  with  the  only  stores  I 
possessed,  to  minister  prayer  and  words  of  comfort. 
Said  one  early  to  me :  "I  expect  to  suffer  here  for  a  time, 
and  waiting,  I  look  forward  to  the  hour  when  Grod's 
righteous  purposes  shall  be  ended  with  me  here,  and  I 
shall  be  called  up  higher  to  that  better  world." 

My  "Work  is  Done.  ^ 

Eev.  J.  Harkness,  of  Cincinnatus,  N.  Y.,  relates  the 
following  incidents  from  the  hospitals  at  Winchester  : 
Said  Frank  Skillman  as  he  grew  weak  in  death,  "  Tell 
my  people  my  work  is  done  and  well  done.  Tell  thein 
to  take  Grod  for  their  guide  and  follow  Him.  With  me 
all  is  well."     And  he  passed  away,  praising  Grod. 

The  Music  of  tlie  Dying. 
Eobert  McCormick  lay  suffering  from  wounds,  and  felt 
he  must  soon  depart.  Calling  me  to  him,  he  told  me 
what  he  wished  me  to  bear  to  his  mother  and  friends, 
that  his  trust  was  in  God,  and  he  hoped  to  meet  them 
where  parting  would  be  no  more.  A  short  time  after  I 
found  him  praising  God  in  ecstasy  of  joy.  "I  was  sleep- 
ing, said  he,  and  as  the  band  passed  here  it  seemed  the 
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music  of  heaven  and  of  the  angels.  It  matters  not  now 
to  me  if  I  die.  All  is  well.  Praised  be  God  for  this 
assurance."  Thus  praises  fell  from  his  lips  till  he  fell 
asleep  listening  to  the  music  of  the  angels. 


Lord's  Supper  Celelirated. 
Eey.  Joshua  Coit,  Brookfield,  Wis.,  1 
October  28.      I 
On  the  second  Sabbath  in  October,  we  celebrated  the 
Lord's  Supper.     About  one  hundred  and  fifty  communed 
with  us,  nine  for  the  first  time.     Some  fifteen  presented 
themselves  for  examination,  and  five   were  advised   to 
Avait  a  month,  because  we  were  not  satisfied  with  the  evi- 
dence they  gave.     Of  these,  one,  J.  Colby,  of  the  17th 
Mich.,  lelt  hurt,  and  was  almost  surly,  at  the  time,  but 
the  next  day  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  thanked  us  heartily 
for  what  we  had  done  and  said  to  him;  for  he  had  thought 
it  over,  and  learned  that  he  had  been  trusting  in  good 
works  rather  than  in  Christ. 

Seventy  Meetings  a  Week. 

"When  the  army  is  in  a  quiet  state,  we  have  been  hold- 
ing, in  the  5th  and  9th  Corps  together,  about  seventy 
meetings  per  week.  Who  can  estimate  the  amount  of 
good  done  by  the  Christian  Commission. 

Send,  if  possible,  a  more  liberal  supply  of  religious 
papers,  also  a  supply  of  books  for  circulating  libraries; 
both  of  which  are  needed  now,  and  will  be  needed  more 
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wlien  the  army  is  in  winter  quarters.     Keep  tlie  same 
delegates  in  the  field  as  long*  as  possible,  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  Commission  will  be  greatly  increased. 
Respectfully  yours  in  Christ, 

John  Vrooman. 

What  Soldiers  Give  for  Us. 

October  4th  was  a  day  of  great  suffering  in  City  Point 
Hospital.  The  cruel  hand  of  Avar  had  been  at  work 
again,  and  many  noble  men  had  poured  out  their  blood 
for  their  country's  cause,  and  many  family  circles  were 
mourning  the  death  of  loved  ones.  With  these  feelings 
pressing  upon  me,  I  started  at  quite  an  early  hour  for 
my  work,  thinking  that,  by  being  half  an  hour  earlier, 
I  might  alleviate,  to  some  extent,  half  an  hour's  suffer- 
ing of  some  poor  soldier. 

No  sooner  had  I  entered  the  hospital,  than  I  found  I 
was  none  too  early.  Near  to  the  entrance,  lying  on  his 
cot,  was  a  young  man  of  about  23  years,  badly  wounded 
by  a  gun-shot  passing  directly .  through  his  chest,  and 
coming  out  through  the  shoulder-blade.  He  was  suffer- 
ing considerable  pain,  but  no  word  of  complaint  fell  from 
his  lips.  His  name  was  J.  F.  Stillwell,  of  Co.  H.,  141st 
P.  V,  Pie  had  been  in  twenty-two  different  battles,  and 
this  was  the  first  wound  that  he  had  received.  A  marked 
Providence  had  been  about  him,  and  it  seemed  that  this 
was  a  loud  call  to  be  ready  for  death.  He  had  formerly 
been  a  Christian,  and  was  determined  to  seek  for  that 
love  that  he  had  once  enjoyed.  I  conversed  with  him 
of  home  and  friends,  and  wrote  his  sister,  informing  her 
of  her  brother's  condition. 

In   the   adjoining   ward,  I   found   a   soldier,  named 
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Josepli  Spear,  of  tlie  57th  P.  V.,  severely  wounded  in 
tlie  breast  and  back,  lying  between  a  couple  of  army 
blankets,  tlie  sweat  rolling  profusely  down  bis  face,  with. 
not  a  rag  of  under-clothing  on  him;  his  shirt  and  draw- 
ers were  so  completely  stiffened  by  the  blood  from  his 
wounds,  that  the  surgeons  were  obliged  to  cut  them  oflP 
before  his  wounds  could  be  dressed.  This,  though  a 
painful  scene,  was  a  picture  of  heroic  patriotism.  A 
noble-looking,  bright-eyed  young  man,  of  19  or  20  years, 
haying  lost  every  article  of  clothing,  and  suffering  from 
two  severe  wounds,  lying  between  coarse  army  blankets, 
in  a  hot  October  morning  (of  Vii'ginia,)  with  not  only 
no  word  of  complaint,  but  hopeful  and  cheerful,  is  an 
example  of  patriotism  worthy  of  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States.  Let  those  who  profess  to  love  their  country,  yet 
who  will  not  sacrifice  a  few  of  the  luxuries  of  life  to  save 
it  from  destruction,  compare  their  patriotism  with  that 
of  this  young  soldier. 

I  immediately  procured  shirt  and  drawers  for  him,  for 
which  he  expressed  his  gratitude  as  only  a  man  in  his 
destitute  condition  could.  To  supply  the  wants  of  one 
such  soldier,  is  worth  a  j  ourney  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 

On  a  bed  near  by,  in  the  same  ward,  was  a  soldier, 
named  Shackley,  of  the  11th  Mass.  Volmrteers,  severely 
wounded  by  a  ball  entering  one  of  his  eyes,  and  coming 
out  the  side  of  his  neck,  just  back  of  and  below  the  ear. 
He  was  in  a  very  destitute  condition.  I  procured  shirt 
and  drawers  for  him,  for  which  he  heartily  thanked  the 
Christian  Commission.  Notwithstanding  the  severe 
wounds  of  this  man,  he  was  able  to  converse  quite  freely. 

In  another  ward,  near,  I  found  a  soldier  just  brought 
in  from  the  front,  named  James  Burk,  of  the  84th  P.  V., 
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■wounded  very  severely,  tlie  ball  entering  near  tlie  upper 
part  of  tlie  breast-bone,  passing  almost  entirely  tlirougli 
the  body,  and  lodging  just  beneath  the  skin  between  the 
shoulder-blades.  His  term  of  service  had  nearly  expired, 
but  he  said  nothing  of  leaving  and  going  home;  but  re- 
marked (with  a  little  of  the  Irish  brogue,)  that  he 
"thought  he  should  be  able  to  go  in  again  in  a  couple 
of  months."  He  was  suffering  for  a  change  of  clothing, 
those  that  he  had  on  being  saturated  with  blood.  I  gave 
him  shirt  and  drawers,  and  he  thanked  the  kind  friends, 
whoever  they  were,  that  provided  them. 

In  the  same  tent  was  a  young  man  who  had  an  ugly 
flesh  wound  through  the  thigh.  I  gave  him  a  clean 
shirt,  as  the  one  he  had  on,  he  had  worn  three  or  four 
weeks  after  getting  it  on.  As  though  forgetting  the 
pain  of  his  wound,  he  expressed  himself  thus :  "  Oh,  that 
feels  comfortable!" 

The  Teamsters. 

At  a  meeting  held  among  the  colored  teamsters,  at 
which  there  were  about  one  htmdred  present,  about 
twenty-five  rose  for  prayers.  Some  of  these  colored  men 
are  among  the  most  earnest  Christians  that  I  have  seen 
in  a  long  time.  The  colored  people  seem  very  anxious  to 
learn,  and  the  delegates  are  establishing  evening  schools 
among  them,  and  are  meeting  with  very  satisfactory  suc- 
cess. S.  R.  Fuller. 

P.  S. — The  above  is  but  a  small  part  of  the  interesting- 
facts  of  every  week.  S.  R.  F. 

Delegate's  Report. 

Troy,  Bradford  Co.,  Pa. 
October  26th,  1864. 
Your  Delegate,  in   submitting   the   above  statistical 
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statement  of  liis  work,  wtiile  in  the  service  of  your 
Commission,  has  to  add  his  testimony  to  that  delivered 
by  hundreds  of  others  to  the  great  field  for  the  effecting 
of  temporal  and  spiritual  benefit  to  the  soldier,  open  to 
the  Christian  Commission,  and  to  the  good  which,  under 
God's  blessing,  its  agents  have  been  enabled  to  achieve. 
Very  noticeable,  too,  is  the  welcome  givien  in  every  tent 
to  the  Delegate,  the  respectful  and  thankful  attention 
with  which  his  ministrations,  whether  of  counsel,  warn- 
ing, or  reproof,  are  received — the  gratitude  evoked  by 
even  the  smallest  office  of  kindness,  and  the  entire  confi- 
dence reposed  in  every  one  who  wears  the  Commission's 
badge.  I  think  I  may  say,  that  during  a  ministry  of 
fourteen  years,  I  have  never  labored  where  there  was  so 
much  earnest  attention  to  spiritual  truth,  and  so  seem- 
ingly earnest  a  desire  to  profit  by  it,  as  in  that  City 
Point  Hospital.  With  regard  to  conversions,  while  there 
is  undeniably  going  forward  a  great  work  of  grace  in 
that  department  of  the  army  where  my  work  lay,  I 
yet  have  ever  felt  an  unwillingness  to  count  up  conver- 
sions; and  am  specially  averse  from  doing  so  in  the  case 
of  hospital  patients ;  still  I  have  good  grounds  for  enter- 
taining the  belief  that  in  several  cases  my  ministrations 
have  been  blessed  in  leading  souls  from  darkness  to  light. 
Comparing  my  own  observations  with  the  statements  I 
have  read  in  the  public  prints,  I  cannot  divest  myself  of 
the  belief  that  in  rolling  up  the  number  of  conversions, 
Delegates  and  other  reporters  sometimes  "make  haste." 
With  all  this,  I  must  say,  that  I  found  it  impossible  to 
hold  too  many  meetings,  or  to  speak  too  often  to  the 
soldier  on  the  great  matter  of  his  soul's  salvation ;  and 
over  and  over  again  after  having  prayed  with  and  ad- 
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dressed  the  patients  in  a  tent,  I  have  been  requested  to 
''hold  another  meeting  as  soon  as  you  can,  Chaplain," 
and  taken  my  leave  with  many  a  warm  shake  of  the 
hand,  and  fervent — "Grod,  bless  you."  On  several  occa- 
sions, too,  soldiers  about  to  return  to  their  homes,  have 
asked  m>e  how  contributions  were  to  be  sent  to  the  Com- 
mission, stating  that  they  had  seen  so  much  good  wrought 
through  its  agency,  and  they  themselves  had  been  so 
benefited  by  it,  that  on  their  arrival  at  their  homes  they 
would  make  an  effort,  as  one  expressed  it  "to  get  up  a 
box  for  the  Christian  Commission."  Said  a  New  Eng- 
land soldier,  "The  Christian  Commission  has  done  the 
army  more  good  than  Gen.  Grant  has;  he  works  for  this 
world;  but  you  work  for  eternity.  As  long  as  I  live  and 
pray,  I  will  pray  for  the  Christian  Commission :  God  bless 
every  man  in  it."  In  reply  to  a  remark  I  made,  that 
with  "several  of  the  men  in  this  tent,  I  seemed  to  have 
no  influence  in  persuading  them  to  attend  to  that  prime 
matter  which  concerns  them  most,  their  soul's  welfare," 
another  soldier  said,  "You  cannot  read  the  heart,  Chap- 
lain: I  know  the  men  you  speak  of,  and  have  heard  it 
said,  after  you  have  had  a  meeting  here,  "These  Chris- 
tian Commissioners  bring  them  things  right  home  to  us; 
don't  they,  boys  ?  seems  as  if  they  did  care  for  us  soldiers. 
Let  us  care  for  ourselves." 

Stores. 
As  to  the  good  effected  by  the  Commission  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  stores,  I  need  hardly  say  any  thing  further 
than  that  I  intend,  God  willing,  to  canvass  every  town 
and  village  in  this  and  the  three  or  four  immediately 
adjacent  counties,  when  I  hope  to  be  able  to  tell  my  audi- 
2* 
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ences  sucli  tilings  as  will  induce  tliem  to  respond  heartily 
to  the  cry  which  conies  from  City  Point  for  "more." 

Saved  a  Hundred  Dollars  for  Mother. 
Let  me  tell  you  how  I  secured  one  hundred  dollars  for 
a  widowed  mother  in  Philadelphia.  Bill  D is  a  pri- 
vate in  the  91st  P.  Y.,  a  young  lad  ahout  17,  somewhat 
thoughtless,  and  I  regret  to  say  given  to  card-playing; 
for  which  I  had  several  times  remonstrated  with  him, 
once,  even  threatening  to  report  him,  if  I  caught  him  at 
it  again ;  that  being  an  amusement  particularly  forbidden 
in  the  wards  of  the  5th  Corps  Hospital.  One  day  he 
accosted  me,  "Say,  Chaplain,  could  you  get  this  changed 
for  me  V  handing  me  a  hundred  dollar  Treasury  note 
with  coupons  attached.  "Oh,  yes,"  I  answered, taking  it; 
but  what  do  you  want  change  for.  Bill?"  "Oh,  well, 
you  know  a  fellow  wants  something  to  spend,  you  know, 
and  that  is  of  no  use  to  me  as  it  is."  "  Well,  I  can 
get  it  changed  for  you,"  I  said;  but  his  card-playing 
propensities  recurred  to  me,  and  willing  to  have  a  short 
talk  with  him,  I  sat  down  on  the  bed  close  by.  In  a 
round-about  way  I  got  him  to  talk  about  his  mother, 
about  his  younger  brother  and  sisters,  about  the  Sabbath 
School  he  had  attended,  and  about  home  affairs  general- 
ly, till  I  saw  he  was  in  a  very  softened  mood.  He  said 
at  last,  "Well,  read  that.  Chaplain,  and  tell  me  if  you 
•think  there  is  a  better  mother  in  the  world  than  mine." 
And  he  handed  me  a  letter  he  had  but  a  short  time  pre- 
viously received  from  home.  I  had  Bill  just  where  I 
wanted  him,  and  handing  him  back  the  letter  said,  "I 
tell  you  what,  Bill,  the  very  best  thing  you  can  do  with 
this  note,"  (I  had  had  it  my  hand  all  the  time,)   "is  to 
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send  it  -unclianged,  to  tliis  good  mother  of  yours."  He 
paused  a  moment,  and  then,  shipping  his  hand  upon  his 
thigh,  as  if  it  were  a  most  wonderful  and  novel  idea,  he 
exclaimed,  "By  thunder,  Chaplain,  it's  a  good  thought; 
send  her  the  note."  I  walked  off  with  Bill's  Treasury 
note  in  triumph,  satisfied  that  I  had  made  a  hundred 
dollars  for  his  widowed  mother;  and  with  the  conviction 
that  Bill,  with  all  his  "harum-scarum"  habits,  had  a 
streak  of  real  goodness  in  him;  one  of  the  hundred  ways 
in  which  the  Christian  Commission  benefits  the  soldier. 
I  would  only  further  record  my  appreciation  of  the  cour- 
teous and  gentlemanly  treatment  which  I  uniformly  re- 
ceived from  the  medical  officers  in  charge  of  the  5th 
Corps  Hospital,  with  whom,  from  my  having  been  ap- 
pointed captain  of  the  hospital  by  your  agent,  I  came 
much  into  contact.  J.  Gordon  Carnachan. 

The  Drummer  Corps. 

At  (U.  S.  C  C.)  Nelson  Station,  Warrenton  Junction, 
Va.,  the  corps  of  drummer  boys  numbered  ten.  One  be- 
came very  deeply  impressed.  Ashamed  to  let  it  be 
known,  he  sought  retirement  and  secrecy  in  the  woods 
for  prayer.  He  found  Jesus.  His  brother,  older  than 
himself,  also  a  drummer,  found  the  Saviour,  and  one 
after  another  followed  until  now  the  whole  ten  are  re- 
joicing in  hope  of  the  glory  of  Grod,  and  sounding  out 
the  martial  call  to  arms  for  Jesus  to  all  around  them. 
Rev.  Benj.  Waddle,  Delegate. 
First  Bate. 

Before  leaving  home,  a  little  girl  had  given  me  ten 
cents,  the  first  money  which  she  had  ever  earned,  and 
wanted  me  to  use  it  in  some  good  way  for  the  soldiers. 
I  bought  a  Testament  with  it,  and  determined  to  give  it 
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to  the  most  deserving  and  manly  soldier  that  I  met.  For 
a  long  while  it  lay  in  my  valise,  for  I  felt  that  I  had  not 
yet  found  the  man  that  seemed  wholly  to  deserve  it. 
At  last,  after  Early's  army  had  been  beaten  back  from 
Fort  Stevens  by  the  Sixth  Corps,  I  found  a  new  and 
bright  face  in  one  of  my  tents,  "  How  are  you,  my  friend?" 
"First  rate" — " Lightly  wounded,  then,  I  suppose" — he 
threw  back  the  sheet  and  showed  me  that  his  right  arm 
was  gone,  cut  off  close  up  to  the  shoulder — "  Is  that  first 
rate?"  said  I.  "Why  it  might  have  been  ever  so  much 
worse,"  he  said.  Day  after  day,  I  found  him  just  as 
cheery,  patient  and  uncomplaining.  At  first  he  was 
overflowing  with  fun  all  the  time,  but  the  terrible  heat 
and  the  strain  upon  his  system  from  the  loss  of  his  arm, 
at  last  reduced  his  strength  so  much  that  there  was  only 
a  merry  twinkle  in  his  eye  when  I  came  in,  and  a  word 
or  two  of  cordial  greeting.  Little  by  little  I  learned  his 
history.  The  action  in  which  he  was  hit  was  his  thir- 
teenth battle.  The  ball  that  had  shattered  his  arm  was 
the  first  that  ever  touched  him,  although  in  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness,  a  man  fell  dead  on  each  side  of  him  at 
the  same  moment.  The  time  when  he  dropped  his  mus- 
ket, and  reaching  around  his  right  side,  took  his  useless 
arm  tenderly  in  his  left  hand  and  walked  off  the  field 
under  a  shower  of  balls,  was  the  first  time  that  he  was 
ever  off  duty  since  he  entered  the  United  States  service. 
I  think  he  was  only  nineteen  years  old,  but  his  patri- 
otism was  so  ardent,  and  his  courage  so  magnificent  that 
I^could  not  but  feel  that  our  places  had  been  changed, 
and  that  he  had  become  the  teacher.  Just  as  soon  as 
he  was  able  to  sit  up  he  was  busy  with  pencil  and  paper, 
training  the  muscles  of  the  left  hand  to  take  the  place  of 
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those  of  tlie  riglit.  His  face  had  grown  pale  and  thin, 
his  eye  dull,  his  manner  languid,  and  his  voice  broken, 
but  his  heart  was  still  strong  and  manful  as  ever.  The 
possibility  of  low  spirits  or  complaint  never  seemed  to 
occur  to  him. 

I  thought  I  should  have  to  look  long  and  far  to  find 
a  more  worthy  soldier  for  my  little  Testament.  He  was 
eager  to  get  one,  as  he  had  lost  every  thing  in  the  charge 
upon  the  rebels.  So  I  wrote  his  name,  and  company, 
and  regiment  on  the  fly  leaf  of  the  little  book,  and  put 
in  it  how  it  had  come  from  a  little  girl  in  the  Connecti- 
cut Valley,  who  had  given  the  first  money  she  ever 
earned  in  order  to  buy  something  comforting  for  some 
brave  soldier.  As  he  read  it  the  tears  started  into  his 
eyes,  and  he  said,  after  a  moment,  "I  wish  I  had  that 
arm,  so  that  I  could  thank  her  myself.''  I  felt  that  the 
book  had  gone  to  the  right  man  at  last.  He  told  me  af- 
terward that  he  had  been  thinking  much  about  it  since  he 
had  been  lying  there,  and  he  was  going  to  try  to  lead  a 
better  life.  I  tried  to  -show  him  where  the  best  and 
highest  life  was  to  be  found.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
has  yet  found  it. 

A  Savan  in  tlie  Banks. 

I  discovered  a  young  Swede  who  had  taken  the  first 
degree  at  the  University  at  Lund  in  Sweden.  He  could 
converse  readily  in  five  difierent  languages,  and  was  fa- 
miliar with  Greek  and  Latin.  He  is  a  private  in  a  Maine 
regiment  of  heavy  artillery,  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  home,  and  a  sincere  and  simple-minded  Chris- 
tian. He  wanted  a  Testament.  I  asked  him  what  lan- 
guage he  wanted.  He  said  he  did  not  care,  but,  on  be- 
ing pressed,  chose  an  English  one,  as  he  "was  not  so  fa- 
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miliar  with  that."  "How  came  you,"  said  I,  "with 
your  fine  education,  comfortable  circumstances,  and  ex- 
cellent prospects,  to  come  to  this  country  and  enlist?" 
"Why,  I  heard  there  was  a  war  over  here,  and  I  came." 
The  very  simplicity  and  candor  of  this  blue-eyed,  flaxen- 
haired  son  of  the  North,  and  his  perfect  freedom  from 
blood-thirstiness,  puzzled  me  profoundly.  "  Did  you  find 
the  realities  of  the  war  at  all  what  you  had  expected  ?" 
"Yes,  but  better.  I  have  looked  into  these  things  a 
great  deal  at  home  and  in  Germany,  and  I  think  no  GrO- 
vernment  and  no  people  ever  took  such  care  of  their  sol- 
diers." The  patience  and  almost  contentment  with 
which  he  bore  his  severe  wound,  his  coarse  fare,  his  ab- 
sence from  home  and  friends,  and  all  the  little  things 
that  would  have  worn  upon  most  men  of  his  education, 
&c.,  were  an  unfailing  and  incomprehensible  marvel  to  me. 

Eev.  H.  M.  Whiting. 

Rev.  Sidney  Brooks,  Ilanoich,  Ilass.,  describes 
A  Prayer-Meeting  in  a  Railroad  Car. 

While  detained  in  Philadelphia  by  the  cutting  of  the 
railroad  by  the  rebels,  and  destruction  of  Gunpowder 
Bridge,  an  order  came  that  all  the  delegates  thus  de- 
tained, should  be  sent  to  the  late  battle-field  at  Monocacy 
Junction,  Md.,  where  it  was  supposed  about  a  thousand 
wounded  men  were  lying.  Assembled  in  our  special  car, 
which  contained  also  our  stores,  while  waiting  for  two 
hours,  that  evening,  on  the  track  on  the  west  of  the  city, 
our  brethren,  fifteen  in  number,  held  the  most  interest- 
ing and  impressive  prayer-meeting  that  I  ever  attended. 

Travelling  all  night,  we  arrived  at  Harrisburg  about 
day-light,  and  reaching  Gettysburg  at  noon,  we  took 
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wagons  and,  joined  by  ten  other  delegates,  we  arrived  at 
Frederick  late  in  the  evening.  Here  we  learned  that 
all  the  wonnded,  550  Rebels  and  225  Union,  had  been 
brought  in  from  the  field — the  former,  by  their  own 
men,  while  they  held  the  field;  and  ours,  by  the  citizens 
of  Frederick — the  last  of  them  that  day.  Leaving  our 
stores  and  one-half  the  delegates^  we  returned  to  Phila- 
delphia, and  were  sent  on  to  Washington.  Here  I  was 
assigned  to  Carver  Hospital.  Visited  my  20  wards  ge- 
nerally once  each  day — sometimes  one-half  each  day. 
Endeavored  to  converse  with  every  soldier  in  them. 
Did  converse  with  nearly  300  in  this  hospital  and  other 
places,  besides  dropping  a  casual  remark  to  individual 
soldiers  at  the  front,  while  distributing  papers. 

The  Soldiers'  Best  Friends. 

I  was  soon  struck  with  the  readiness  of  all  the  soldiers 
to  converse  upon  personal  religion.  I  had  misgivings 
when  I  saw  an  intelligent  sergeant  from  Boston,  who 
looked  as  if  he  scorned  my  efibrts.  I  talked  politics 
with  him,  to  lead  on  to  religion.  It  was  of  no  use.  Saw 
that  it  must  be  a  direct  attack.  Said  I:  "Mr.  F.,  are 
you  a  Christian?"  "No;  but  I  regard  it  as  the  choicest 
blessing.  My  very  best  friends  that  I  have  in  the  world,^ 
are  my  minister  and  his  wife." 

•I  followed  up  this  case;  but  finding  him  gone  when  I 
returned  from  the  front,  I  probably  shall  not  know 
whether  he  became  altogether  persuaded,  or  is  still  a 
stranger  to  Christ.  Passing  out  of  a  ward,  a  ghastly 
face  caught  my  eye.  Whispered  in  his  ear,  "Do  you 
love  God  ?"  A  chord  was  touched,  though  I  never  knew 
the  precise  nature  of  it.     Tears  filled  his  eyes.     "  Yes, 
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sir,"  said  he.  "  Is  Christ  your  best,  your  only  treasure  ?" 
"Yes,  sir,"  tears  flowing  afresh.  This  was  the  last  and 
only  expression  I  obtained  from  him.  He  sunk  rapidly, 
and  died,  as  I  believe,  in  Jesus. 

No  Starcli. 

The  first  request  I  had  was  from  a  sick,  and  wounded 
man,  whose  body  was  mutilated  with  wounds,  and  his 
voice  scarcely  audible.  "  Can't  you  bring  me  a  shirt, 
an  old  shirt  with  no  starch  in  it  ?  This  new  one  is  so 
hard  to  my  wounds." 

I  mention  this  simple  incident,  as  showing  how  the 
Christian  Commission  need  those  articles  which  neither  the 
Grovernment  nor  any  other  association  furnish,  but  which 
are  so  essential  to  the  sick  men.  But  where  shall  we 
stop,  when  we  begin  to  give  incidents?  I  leave  my 
seven  weeks'  work  with  regret  that  I  cannot  do  more. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Sidney  Brooks, 

Harwicli,  Mass. 

Out  of  the  Mouths  of  Babes. 

In  one  ward,  there  were  three  conversions,  including 
the  ward  master.  One  of  them  was  a  member  of  the 
111th  N.  Y.  v.,  who,  before  his  entrance  into  the  army, 
had  been  a  great  wanderer.  Being  disabled  in  the 
battle  of  the  Wilderness,  he  was  permitted  to  go  home 
on  a  furlough  of  a  few  weeks.  When  about  to  return, 
his  little  boy,  of  seven  years,  caught  him  by  the  knee, 
and  said,  "Pa,  when  will  you  come  back?"  The  father 
replied,  "I  don't  know,  my  son,  as  I  shall  ever  come 
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back."  "Well,"  said  the  child,  "who  will  be  my  Pa,  if 
you  don't  come  back?"  This  simple  question  found  a 
lodgement  in  that  father's  mind.  In  the  midst  of  the  ex- 
citement and  roar  of  the  battle-scenes  that  attended  the 
triumphant  march  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  from 
Fair  Oaks  to  the  Weldon  Railroad — in  all  of  which  he 
participated— he  could  not  forget  the  parting  words  of 
his  little  boy.  And  when  I  came  to  sit  down  by  his  side, 
and  urge  him  to  attend  to  his  soul's  salvation,  the  work 
seemed  to  be  already  begun  in  his  soul.  He  at  once 
made  up  his  mind  to  seek  Christ.  The  next  time  I  met 
him,  he  was  writing  a  letter  to  his  wife,  informing  her 
of  the  change  he  had  experienced — in  which  he  also  said 
to  her,  "I  know  now  how  to  answer  little  Henry's  ques- 
tion. Tell  him  the  Saviour  will  be  his  Pa,  if  I  don't  come 
back." 

The  Revival  at  City  Point. 
Meetings  were  held  in  the  chapel  at  Base  Hospital, 
City  Point,  every  evening,  conducted  by  the  delegates. 
Conversions  occurred  almost  daily  in  connexion  with 
these  meetings.  Over  one  hundred  have  been  brought 
to  Christ  in  these  chapel  services  since  the  last  of  Au- 
gust. Fifty  names  were  enrolled  upon  the  record  during 
my  stay  at  the  Point. 

rrom  My  Own  Native  Town. 
An  incident  of  interest  occurred  while  distributing 
articles  among  soldiers  in  hospital  at  City  Point.  A 
young  soldier  made  application  for  a  pair  of  socks.  Upon 
delivering  a  pair  to  him,  I  noticed  a  gleam  of  joy  light- 
ing up  his  countenance  as  he  exclaimed,  "  God  bless  her  I" 
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"Whom?"  I  inquired.  He  replied,  "The  girl  who  knit 
these  socks.  I  know  her  well.  They  are  from  my  own 
native  town,  Meriden,  N.  H.  And  here  is  the  name  of 
her  who  knit  them.  A  noble  girl,  and  one  who  knows 
how  to  sympathize  with  the  soldier  too — for  she  has  lost 
a  noble  brother  in  this  war."  He  promised  to  acknow- 
ledge by  letter  the  receipt  of  the  socks,  and  I  left  him 
grateful  to  the  Commission,  as  well  as  to  the  contributor 
of  the  socks. 

At  5th  Corps  Picket  Station,  an  officer  came  to  me, 
and  assuring  me  of  his  earnest  sympathy  with  the  Chris- 
tian Commission,  said,  "If  the  Christian  Commission  rea- 
lized as  fully  as  we  in  the  army  do,  the  good  they  are 
doing,  they  would  have  reason  to  grow  happy  in  their 
great  work." 

Tlie  Regulars. 

In  visiting  the  field-officers  of  the  12th  Regulars,  I  re- 
ceived mahy  encouraging  words.  They  assured  me  that 
many  valuable  lives  had  been  saved  in  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  alone,  by  the  Christian  Commission.  "In  the 
wilderness,"  said  they,  many,  very  many  were  saved  by 
your  delegates,  and  the  necessaries  and  comforts  they  ad- 
ministered. 

Ministrations  of  Angels. 

At  front,  during  the  night  of  October  27tli,  after  the 
battles  of  Hatche's  Ptun,  we  found  ourselves  busily  en- 
gaged relieving  the  wounded  brought  back  from  the 
field.  A  lieutenant  of  one  of  the  New  York  Batteries 
was  brought  to  us,  shot  through  the  stomach.  While 
laboring  to  soothe  his  anguish,  and  ease  his  trembling  foot- 
steps down  the  steeps  of  a  violent  death,  he  raised  his 
eyes  almost  swimming  in  death,  and  with  tears  striving 
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to  force  themselves  in  sight,  lie  said,  "  Surely  these  must 
be  the  ministrations  of  angels."    He  died  before  morning. 
T.  F.  Jewell, 

Adams,  r/efferson  Co.,  Pa, 

Speechless  Gratitude. 

I  had  occasion  often,  during  my  labors,  to  witness  the 
gratitude  of  the  soldiers  for  the  kindness  they  had  re- 
ceived through  the  Christian  Commission.  Often  did  I 
hear  them  say,  as  a  shirt,  a  pair  of  drawers,  or  a  little 
jelly,  or  some  choice  fruit  put  up  by  careful  hands,  was 
given  them,  "God  bless  the  Christian  Commission." 
One  man,  about  to  be  carried  to  a  hospital  boat  to  be 
sent  north,  took  the  delegate's  hand  and  pressed  it  to  his 
lips,  in  token  of  his  gratitude — being  too  feeble  to  speak. 
He  had  just  been  furnished  with  a  shirt,  a  pair  of  stock- 
ings, and  a  pair  of  drawers,  to  cover  his  nakedness — 
having  been  very  destitute. 

My  work  at  Alexandria  was  in  Mansion  House  and 
Fairfax  Street  Hospitals.  Most  of  the  patients  ■  in  these 
hospitals  were  also  convalescent,  and  many  of  them  pre- 
paring to  go  north  on  furloughs. 

On  the  Sabbath,  I  preached  to  the  prisoners  in  Wash- 
ington and  Grreen  prisons,  and  also  to  the  prisoners  (some 
of  them  slaveholders)  in  the  celebrated  Slave  Pen  of 
Price,  Birch  &  Co.  I  also  held  a  meeting  in  the  hos- 
pitals of  the  Baptist  and  Grace  churches. 

I  wish  to  record  my  deep  convictions  of  the  very  high 
and  important  work  in  which  the  Christian  Commission 
is  engaged.  It  is  an  expression  of  the  deepest  Christian 
gratitude  to  the  soldier,  and  a  plan  most  happily  devised 
to  secure  his  temporal  comfort,  while  it  is  most  efficient 
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in  securing  for  him  the  greater  blessing  of  eternal  life. 
May  God  bless  it  even  more  abundantly ! 

E.  B.  Turner. 

A  Delegate  from  Canada' 

Alexandkia,  Va.,  May  16,  1864. 

Many  of  the  soldiers,  when  at  home,  were  connected 
with  our  Sabbath-schools,  and  not  a  few  with  the  several 
sections  of  the  Church  of  God ;  but  are  afraid  to  let  it 
be  known  to  their  comrades-in-arms ;  and  it  is  feared 
that  very  many  have  gone  back  into  the  ^'  beggarly  ele- 
ments "  of  the  world.  I  have  met  with  many  instances 
in  which  soldiers  have,  by  the  efforts  put  forth  by  your 
delegates,  been  encouraged  to  confess  Christ,  and  thus 
stand  up  for  Jesus ;  while  a  goodly  number  have  like- 
wise been,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  brought  to  see  them- 
selves sinners,  and  yield  their  hearts  to  Him. 

As  a  natural  consequence,  there  is  much  ardent  piety 
and  devotedness  to  the  service  of  God  among  the  troops. 

I  have  been  very  much  blessed  in  this  "  work  of  faith 
and  labor  of  love,"  and  have  received  from  many  the 
blessing  of  Him  "  that  was  ready  to  perish."  At  no 
distant  day  I  hope  to  be  able  to  again  pay  a  visit  to  the 
"  Sunny  South." 

That  it  may  please  Almighty  God  to  confound  the 
enemies  of  the  Union,  frustrate  their  "  hellish  designs," 
establish  the  Union  on  a  firm  basis,  and  bid  "  the  op- 
pressed go  free,"  is  the  earnest  prayer  of  yours  in 
Christ  Jesus. 

George  Crosfield, 
M.  E.  M.  and  Del.  U.  S.  C.  C 

H.  Anns,  Lincoln  Co.,  Md. 
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The  Gospel  among  the  Colored  Troops* 

The  last  two  weeks  my  labors  were  given  in  belialf  of 
tlie  colored  troops  in  the  hospital  at  City  Point.  Here 
but  few  things  were  given  out  but  reading  matter  and 
writing  paper.  The  men  were  invariably  grateful  for 
the  attention  given  and  satisfied  with  what  they  received. 
Easily  approached  on  religious  subjects,  many  were  en- 
couraged in  their  Christian  race,  and  others  pointed  to 
the  Lamb  of  Grod.  The  desire  among  those  who  could 
not  read  and  write,  (for  there  were  many,)  was  remarka- 
ble, and  many,  on  being  supplied  with  the  requisite 
books  and  assistance,  assiduously  set  themselves  to  work 
to  learn.  The  army  is  developing  the  innate  powers 
of  the  negro  and  making  better  men  of  them.  God 
grant,  that  soon  the  colored  man  may  take  his  tme  po- 
sition in  society,  politically,  socially,  and  religiously. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Harrison  B.  GtArners. 

Hungry  for  Reading. 

But  preaching  the  word  is  but  a  part  of  the  delegate's 
work  while  in  camp.  A  vast  amount  of  good  is  done 
by  way  of  the  circulation  of  religious  reading  and  private 
conversation  with  the  soldier  with  regard  to  his  spiritual 
welfare.  Any  printed  matter  is  eagerly  perused  by  the 
men,  and  especially  that  which  comes  to  them  through 
the  Christian  Commission. 

So  eager  are  the  men  for  the  publications  furnished 
through  the  Commission  that  the  delegate  can  hardly 
reach  the  opposite  side  of  the  camp,  and  have  in  his 
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possession  at  that  point  a  single  publication,  tliough  he 
may  have  started  with  as  many  as  he  could  conveniently 
carry. 

While  engaged  in  this  department  of  the  work,  I  have 
had  them  crowd  ahout  me,  and  so  close  to  my  person, 
that  I  could  scarcely  reach  my  haversack  in  which  were 
the  small  publications,  or  the  package  of  papers  under 
my  arm. 

Oh,  that  God  would  open  the  hearts  of  a  larger  number 
of  the  friends  of  Christ's  cause  to  the  wants  and  the 
spiritual  necessities  of  those  who  have  gone  forth  to  de- 
fend our  rights  and  interests. 

The  soldier  while  in  camp  will  spend  his  time,  if  not 
in  the  perusal  of  religious  literature,  gratuitously  con- 
tributed among  them,  thus  making  their  salvation  a  per- 
adventure,  it  will  be  spent  in  something  secular,  perhaps 
card-playing,  or  in  a  thousand  other  ways,  foolishly  wast- 
ing the  time  which,  if  greater  exertion  were  made  to 
give  them  religious  reading,  might  be  secured  to  them  in 
making  them  wise  unto  salvation. 

Ever  longing  for  the  success  of  the  Institution, 
I  remain  yours  in  Christ, 

J.  E.  Metcalf. 
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A  Work  of  Constant  Preaching. 
In  regard  to  the  number  of  meetings  conducted  or  par- 
ticipated in,  I  can  only  say,  I  was  not  aware  that  an  ac- 
count was  to  be  kept  of  them,  but  usually  I  preached 
three  times  on  the  Sabbath,  and  always  more  or  less 
during  the  week.  But  it  was  a  work  of  constant  preach- 
ing. I  went  from  bedside  to  bedside  continually,  endea- 
voring to  instruct  the  ignorant,  comfort  the  disconsolate, 
and  point  the  erring  to  Christ.  Sometimes,  this  was  to 
one  alone — often  it  was  so — but,  at  other  times,  it  was  to 
little  clusters  of  nurses,  and  others  who  were  well  enough 
to  get  together,  who  always  gave  most  respectful  atten- 
tion to  what  I  had  to  say.  And  then  and  there  I 
preached  as  I  would  any  where  else,  simply  but  solemnly, 
the  great  doctrines  of  faith  and  repentance.  And  I  am 
thankful  to  be  able  to  say,  that  often  it  seemed  as  if  the 
Spirit  gave  power  to  the  words  uttered.  Often  have  I 
seen  the  tears  course  down  manly  cheeks,  as  the  love  of 
Christ,  and  the  need  of  child-like  confidence  in  him  were 
made  the  theme  of  remark.  Never  did  I  meet  a  rebuff. 
Not  an  unkind  or  insolent  word  was  ever  uttered  during 
a  discourse,  or  while  in  conversation  with  any  one  of  the 
many  hundreds  with  whom  I  came  in  contact.  On  the 
contrary,  the  request  was  often  made,  "  Come  and  see  us 
again."  As  I  was  about  to  leave,  one  young  man  with 
whom  I  had  conversed  for  some  time,  and  who  seemed  a 
good  deal  cast  down,  said  mournfully,  "  0,  I  think  you 
ought  to  stay  a  little  longer  and  talk  with  me."  Of 
course  I  could  not  and  did  not  resist  his  appeal. 
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During  my  first  day's  experience  at  Louisville,  (for  we 
were  detained  there  two  days,)  in  tlie  "Clay  hospital, 
branch  C,"  I  found  a  very  sick  young  soldier,  who,  I 
thought,  could  live  but  a  very  short  time.  He  told  me 
his  parents  were  pious  people,  but  he  had  never  professed 
faith  in  Christ.  He  wept  as  I  urged  upon  him  the  claims 
of  the  gospel,  and  assured  him  that  whosoever  would 
might  come  to  the  Redeemer  and  have  life.  As  I  left 
him,  he  said,  he  "would  try  to  give  his  heart  to  the  Sa- 
viour.'^ 

Two  old  men  in  the  same  ward  interested  me  very 
much.  One  of  them,  not  a  professor  of  religion,  came 
and  inquired  if  I  belonged  to  the  Christian  Commission, 
and  said  he  wished  I  would  go  and  converse  with  the 
young  man  named  above.  I  did  so;  but  then,  and  after- 
wards conversed  with  himself,  and  found  he  was  full  of 
thought,  and  almost  persuaded  to  be  a  Christian.  I 
found  him  again,  afterwards  reading  the  Bible,  a  passage 
of  which  he  wished  me  to  explain  to  him.  But  I  was 
obliged  soon  to  leave  them  all,  and  never  found  them 
again. 

After  delivering  a  short  and  simple  discourse,  one 
evening,  in  Hospital  No.  6,  at  Chattanooga,  a  poor  man 
hobbled  along  up  to  me,  and  said  he  "wished  I  would  go 
and  sit  down  on  his  bed  by  his  side,  and  talk  with  him.'' 
I  did  so,  and  soon  found  him  in  a  very  interesting  state 
of  mind.  He  said,  that  for  two  years  he  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  listening  to  the  teachings  of  Swedenborgians, 
and  his  mind  was  completely  bewildered.  He  had  prayed 
a  thousand  times,  but  he  could  not  come  to  the  light.  I 
tried  to  illustrate  to  him  the  simplicity  of  faith,  and 
assured  him  he  would  be  accepted  and  forgiven,  if  he 
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came  to  Christ  for  life.  As  I  left  him,  lie  urged  me  to 
come  and  see  liim  again.  I  did  so  the  next  day.  He 
said  he  thought  he  had  gained  some  light,  and  that  the 
illustrations  of  the  simplicity  of  faith  had  to  some  extent 
cleared  away  the  darkness  from  his  mind.  I  promised 
to  visit  him  again,  and  went  soon  after;  but  he  had  been 
transferred  to  some  other  place,  and  I  never  saw  him 
again.  I  cannot  think  of  him  without  cherishing  the 
hope  that  the  Spirit  of  God  did,  through  my  feeble  in- 
strumentality, make  the  word  effectual  to  his  spiritual 
and  eternal  good. 

Many  similar  instances  came  under  my  notice,  but 
they  cannot  here  be  told.  But  the  work  is  certainly  a 
glorious  one.  I  cannot  doubt  but  the  great  day  at  last 
will  show  that  G-od  was  honored,  and  souls  not  a  few 
were  saved  though  the  instrumentality  of  the  Christian 
Commission. 

I  did  not  lose  a  day  by  sickness  during  my  service. 
We  ran  the  gauntlet  both  in  going  and  coming.  The 
guerrillas  burnt  a  station-house  at  Woodburn,  as  we  were 
going.  It  was  smoking  in  ruins  as  we  passed.  They 
ran  the  train  off  the  track,  and  fired  into  it  just  before 
my  return.  Wheeler  destroyed  many  miles  of  the  road 
while  I  was  at  Chattanooga,  and  we  were  all  cut  off  from 
all  communication  with  the  north  for  some  ten  days. 
But  I  went  and  came,  and  labored  while  there  without 
accident.  In  the  midst  of  the  sick  and  wounded  and 
dying  continually,  the  good  hand  of  God  was  with  me, 
and  I  still  live  to  praise  him. 

Yours,  in  Christian  fellowship, 

R.  S.  Goodman. 
Lajporte,  Ind. 
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The  First  Prayer. 

"I  was  here,  Sir,"  said  a  veteran  soldier  in  one  of  the 
Washington  hospitals,  to  Rev.  H.  M.  Whitney,  "  when 
the  boards  of  this  floor  were  laid  down,  and  this  is  the 
first  time  any  one  ever  came  to  pray  with  us." 

Said  the  Captain  of  the  Georgianna  to  Dr.  Patterson, 
proposing  a  prayer-meeting  on  hoard,  "I  have  not  heard 
a  prayer  since  this  war  began." 


Letter  from  Rev.  W.  A.  Lawrence,  Acting  General  Field-agent 
U.  S.  C.  C.  Nashville,  Tennessee,  October  24th. 

The  hospital  libraries  are  now  ready  to  be  sent  out. 
Gen.  Whipple,  chief  of  staiF  for  Gen.  Thomas,  called  a 
few  days  since  to  see  them.  He  ordered  the  thirty  library 
cases,  which  had  been  made  by  order  of  Gen.  Donaldson, 
chief  quartermaster,  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Christian 
Commission,  and  thirty  more  of  similar  pattern  made  for 
hospitals  at  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta.  Through  Chap- 
lain Thomas'  half-price  arrangement  with  the  publishers, 
and  free  transportation  by  Adams'  Express,  we  get  a 
choice  library  surprisingly  cheap.  Fifty  dollars  gives  us 
one  hundred  and  eighty  books  in  good  variety — religious, 
historical,  scientific  and  poetical — such  a  library  as  any 
soldier  or  officer,  who  cares  to  read,  will  be  glad  to  have 
access  to. 

On  the  opening  of  the  rail-road  to  the  front,  I  did  not 
feel  justified  in  asking  for  much  transportation,  knowing 
that  the  necessaries  of  life  must  be  sent  to  the  troops  be- 
fore luxuries.     (Pickles  and  onions  are  classed  hixur-ies 
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in  Georgia.)  A  few  days  since,  I  made  a  statement  to 
chief  quartermaster  Donaldson,  that  we  had  in  our  store- 
room ten  car-loads  of  stores,  and  asked  for  three  cars,  one 
to  Chattanooga,  one  to  Huntsville,  and  one  to  Atlanta, 
as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the  service  would  permit. 
The  application  came  back — "  Captain  Brown  will  furnish 
Christian  Commission  one  car  per  day  till  all  the  within- 
mentioned  stores  have  gone  to  the  front."  To-morrow, 
one  car  goes  to  Chattanooga,  next  to  Atlanta,  next  to 
Huntsville,  next  to  Knoxville,  then  two  or  three  cars  to 
Atlanta,  and  the  rest  as  we  can  get  up  the  invoices. 

Send  ou  those  Apples. 

Now,  where  are  those  two  hundred  barrels  of  apples 
from  Pittsburg?  We  want  to  put  them  into  the  diet- 
kitchens  all  along  the  line,  and,  if  possible,  give  to  men 
at  the  front.  • 

The  demand  for  writing-paper  keeps  up.  The  thou- 
sand reams  from  Cincinnati  will  soon  be  gone.  Our 
writing-tables  are  crowded  at  every  station,  and  the  let- 
ters we  stamp  and  mail  for  soldiers  who  cannot  get 
stamps,  will  average  nearly  a  thousand  per  day. 

Those  Fifty  Boxes  of  Grapes. 
Those  fifty  boxes  of  grapes !  Nothing  could  have  been 
more  appropriate  !  The  ladies  went  through  the  wards, 
giving  them  to  all  the  men  on  the  cots,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  surgeons.  Pale  thin  hands  contrasting  with 
the  rich  purple  clusters  they  were  holding — ^the  thanks, 
smiles,  and  sometimes  tears,  of  the  soldiers,  the  light  step 
and  full  hearts  of  the  distributors,  and  the  gratified  look 
of  the  surgeon  and  ward-officials — they  are  things  to  be 
seen  and  felt,  but  not  to  be  reported  on  paper.     Every 
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grajje  had  its  value,  and  readied  its  spot.     Blessings  on 
the  donors  of  those  clusters ! 

TMrty-four  Sermons. 

Rev.  William  Goose's  report : 

We  filled  thirty-four  appointments  for  religious  ser- 
vices, at  this  station,  last  Sabbath.  I  am  very  hopeful  of 
our  usefulness  in  the  winter  campaign,  the  time  for  our 
"  active  operations."  We  are  gaining  in  respect,  and,  I 
think  I  may  say,  afiection,  of  the  men  every  day.  "Any 
thing  for  the  Christian  Commission  I"  called  out  a  man  at 
the  depot,  to-day,  as  he  saw  me  struggling  with  a  big  box 
with  our  mark  upon  it,  and,  in  a  twinkling,  his  shoulder 
was  under,  and  the  box  was  loaded  for  the  front. 

Lord's  Supper  after  tlie  Battle. 
Rev.  Edward  P.  Smith, 'Chattanooga,  writes: 
"At  four  o'clock,  we  spread  the  table  of  our  Lord,  in 
our  chapel,  and  the  Christian  soldiers  filled  the  house. 
It  was  a  touching  scene — those  battle-scarred  men,  each 
one  feeling,  "  I  only  have  escaped  of  my  many  comrades," 
— sitting  down  in  the  communion  of  saints  and  of  Christ, 
consecrating  anew  the  life  spared,  and  girding  themselves 
for  the  coming  strife." 


INFOEMATION  &  INSTEUOTION  ABOUT  SUPPLIES, 


All  good  and  suitable  stores  are  welcomed,  and  all  necessary  freight  and 
charges  paid  on  them  by  the  Commission,  and  are  distributed  by  delegates  of 
the  Christian  Commission  personally. 

WHAT  TO  SEND.— Monet,  by  all  means,  if  possible.  Wo  need  funds  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  our  delegates  and  laborers  in  the  field;  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  tracts,  papers,  and  for  the  purchase  of  delicacies  and  comforts  not 
sent  by  your  loving  hearts,  which  are  very  necessary  for  distribution  in  tho 
hospitals. 

The  Special  Diet  Kitchens  connected  with  the  largest  hospitals,  now  in 
successful  operation,  where  delicacies  and  wholesome  dishes  are  prepared  for 
the  sick  soldier  with  the  same  care  and  skill  as  at  home  by  tlie  ladies  em- 
ployed in  the  Diet  Kitchens  by  the  Christian  Commission,  involve  a  largo  in- 
crease of  labor  and  outlay  of  stores  and  funds.  We  appeal  to  the  friends  of 
the  soldier  at  home,  to  meet  this  great,  but  necessary  expense. 

Cotton  Shirts,  Cotton  Drawers,  Canton  Flannel  Shirts  and  Drawers,  Sur- 
gical Shirts  and  Drawers,  (with  tape  strings  to  tie,  instead  of  seams  at  the 
sides,)  Large  Cotton  Drawers  (to  wear  iu-doora  as  pants,)  Dressing-gowns, 
Slippers,  (if  of  cloth  or  carpet,  with  thick  soles,)  Sheets,  Pillow-cases,  Bedticks 
'  (single,  for  filling  with  straw.)  Pillows,  Pads  for  fractured  limbs.  Ring-pads  for 
wounds,  Fans,  Netting  to  protect  from  flies,  HouscAvives,  stored  with  needles, 
thread,  buttons,  pins,  &c.,  Handkerchiefs,  AVash-rags,  Old  Linen. 

Oat-meal,  Farina,  Corn-starch,  Dried  Rusk,  Jellies,  Soda  Biscuit,  Butter 
Crackers,  Boston  Crackers,  Pickles,  Jams,  Onions  in  Barrels,  Apples  in  barrels. 
Cranberries,  Dried  Fruits.  Eggs  are  always  needed.  They  should  be  care- 
fully packed  in  boxes  large  enough  to  hold  about  100  dozen,  made  with 
handles  projecting  from  each  end,  made  strong  and  paclced  full,  well  shaken 
down  as  they  are  packed,  and  sent  by  express.  Good  Black  Tea,  Chocolate, 
Lemons,  Syrups.    All  preparations  of  the  blackberry  arc  of  double  value. 

Good  Brandy,  jVtadeira  Wine,  Port  wine,  Cordials.  Domestic  wines  are  ex- 
cellent in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  summer. 

Stationery  is  much  needed,  p.aper,  envelopes  and  pencils.  Send  the  best 
Books,  Magazines,  Periodicals,  Pictorials,  and  late  newspapers. 

HOW  TO  PACK. — Pack  in  boxes.  Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well. 
Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  tliat  two  cannot  conveniently  lift  them  into  a 
wagon.  Paclc  eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack  perishable  articles,  such 
as  oranges,  lemons,  bread,  cakes,  nor  jars  of  jellies  and  jams,  with  other 
goods.  Bottles  and  Jars  should,  when  possible,  be  packed  in  boxes  by  them- 
selves, well  filled  with  saw-dust  or  straw.  Never  pack  Clothing,  or  Dried 
iYuits  and  Berries,  with  goods  that  aic  liable  to  break  and  spill.  Tin  cans 
Bhonld  be  soldered ;  all  other  modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and 
firmly  bound  with  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed  closely  in 
saw-dust  or  liay,  in  boxes,  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and  a  half  in  a  box,  and 
nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  handling.  Jellies  in  tumblers,  covered  with 
paper,  and  wine.^.  cordials,  &c.,  in  liottles,  with  paper  or  otlier  poor  stopjiers, 
are  liable  to  spill  out,  and  if  packed  with  other  things,  sure  to  injure  them. 

HOW  TO  MARK. — Mark  in  plain  letters  and  figures,  with  paint  or  ink  on 
the  boards — cards  rub  off.  On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the  box  according 
to  the  number  sent  by  you  in  all,  numbering  your  first  box  *1,  your  second  *2, 
your  third  *3,  and  so  on  from  the  first  sent  to  the  last.  On  another  corner, 
mark  each  box,  as  from  your  Society,  giving'the  name,  and  have  it  conspicl'- 

OCSLY  addressed  TO  THE  MOST  CONVENIENT   BRANCH   OF  THE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN 

^COMMISSION,  AS  directed  on  the  next  page. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  also  send  an  invoice  or  list 
by  mail,  on  paper,  the  common  letter  sheet  size,  written  only  oh  one  side, 
specifying  each  box  or  barrel  by  number,  and  giving  the  contents  of  each  by 
itself.  Give  your  own  name  and  post-oCico  in  full,  witli  the  name  of  your 
'State.  Place  also  another  list  or  invoice  of  the  same  kind  in  the  "box,  under 
the  lid. 
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BOSTON  BRANCH  OFFICE,  91  Washington  St. 


The  Christian  Commission  has  constant  need  of  money,  stores,  and  delegates. 

If  every  church  in  New  England  will  hold  a  prayer-meeting  for  the  country 
on  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  each  month,  and  take  a  collection  for  the 
Christian  Commission,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  raised,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  be  obtained  for  our  land. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  each  town,  will  also  gather  up  consider- 
able money,  and  secure  large  contributions  of  stores. 

Union  meetings,  addressed  by  delegates,  will  assist  much. 

All  who  desire  to  go  as  delegates,  who  wish  for  speakers  to  address  meet- 
ings, for  documents  and  information,  may  wi-ite  to 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  91  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

Let  every  patriot  and  Christian  who  shall  see  this,  do  what  he  can  to  secure 
the  above  named  agencies,  remembering  that  he  can  thus  not  only  send  bodily 
comforts  to  the  noble  men  who  are  suffering  in  his  behalf,  but  also  help  to 
lead  them  to  Christ,  who  died  for  us  all. 

While  our  country  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  strife,  every  true  man,  woman 
and  child,  will  rejoice  to  enlist  for  the  war  in  such  a  work  as  he  may  do  for 
his  country  and  his  God. 

Money  and  stores  may  be  sent,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  to  either  of  the 
following  gentlemen :—T.  G.  STICKNEY,  Bangor;  CHAKLES  DOUGLASS, 
Bath ;  THOMAS  E.  HAYES,  Portland.  In  Boston,  stores  to  L.  P.  ROWLAND, 
Tremont  Temple;  money  to  JOSEPH  STORY,  or  CHARLES  DEMOND. 


IISrFORMA.TIOISr 


FOR 


A.IIMY   MEETINGS. 


In  many  places  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  the  month  is  devoted  to  a 
rnion  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  deepest  Inter- 
8t  has  been  excited  by  these  meetings.  It  is  humbly  suggested  to  all  who 
lelieve  in  the  power  of  prayer,  to  form  such  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  our 
lation's  destiny.  This  tract  is  compiled  with  the  view  of  affording  infoFlOA' 
ion  for  these  Army  Meetings.    Please  circulate  it. 


DECEMBEB,  1864. 


a/#/i^''<^"^^^'^ 


OFFICERS. 

GEORGE  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  W:  E.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary. 

Rev.  LEMUEL  MOSS,  Secretary  Home  Organization,. 

Rev.  BERNICE  D.  AMES,  Secretary  Field  Organization. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 


OEO.  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  JANKS,  D  D.,  N.Y. 
C.  DEMOND,  Esq .  Boston,  Mass. 
JNO  P.  CHOZER,  E.sq..  Philadelphia. 
JAY  COOKE.  Esq  ,  Philadelphia. 
JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Philad'a. 
Rev.  Bishop  M.  SIMPSON,  D.D.,  Phila. 


STEPHEN  COLWELL,  Esq.,  Philada. 
WILLIAM  E.  DODGE,  Esq.,  New  York. 
Rev.  HKMAN  OYER,  D.  D.,  New  York. 
W.S.GRIFKITHS.  Esq  ,  Brooklyn,  N.Y, 
G.  S.tiRIKFITHtJ,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
H  G.  JONES,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  W.  E.  BOAKDM AN,  Ex.  Off.,  Phila. 


PBINTED  BT  ALFRED   MARTIEN,  619  AND  621  JATN£  ST.,   PBILADSLPUIA. 


DIHEOTORY. 

PHTLADELPIITA.— Letters  to  Rer.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Mobb,  oi 

Rev.  Bernice  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street;  money  to  Joseph  Patterson,  at  the 

Western  Bank ;  stores  to  George  H.  Stuart.  11  Bank  Street. 
ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  Thos.  W.  Olcott;  Letters  to  Levi  Dedrick;  monej 

to  Wm.McEIroy. 
B  A  LTIMORE.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  N.  McJilton,  D.  D. ;  money  to  Rev.  Q.  P.  Hays; 

.stores  to  G.  S.  Gritfith,  89  &  91  West  Baltimore  street. 
BANGOR,  ME — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 
BATH,  ME — Stores  to  Charles  Douglass;  money  to  S.  H.  Palmer. 
BOiSTON.— Letters  to  C.  Demond,  91   Washington  Street;   money  to  Jo.seph 

Storey,  112Tremont  Street;  stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Tremont  Temple. 
BROOKLYN,  L. I.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.D.;  supplies  to  W.  S. 

Griffith,  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell.    Rooms  16  Court  Street. 
BUb'KALO,  N.  Y.— Letters  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  to  F.  Gridley ;  supplies  to 

J.  D.  Hill,  M.  D.    Commission  Rooms  at  41  l^earl  St. 
CHICAGO.— Letters  to  B  P.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801;  money  to  S.  P.  Farring- 

ton ;  stores  to  Christian  Commission,  109  S.  Clarke  Street. 
CINCINNATI. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay;  money  and  supplies  to  A.  E. 

Chamberlain,  61  Tine  Street. 
CLEVELAND,  0 — Letters  to  L.  F.  Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather;  supplies 

to  Stillman  Witt. 
DETROIT.  JIICIL— Stores  to  Francis  Raymond,  130  Jefferson  Avenue;  Letters 

to  C.  F.Clarke,  Secretary;  money  to  E.  C.  Walker. 
FREDERICK,  .^1D. — Letter.s,  money  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Bantz. 
H  AGERSTOWN,  MD.— Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  J.  Evans. 
HARTFORD:  Connecticut  Branch. — Letters  to  Rev.  H.  Powers;  money  to  A. 

G.  Hammond,  E.xchange  Bank;  supplies  to  Rooms  of  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Aid 

Society,  87  Asylum  Street. 
HARRISBURG,  PA. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson. 
INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  to  C.  N.Todd;  money  to  James  M.Ray;  sup- 

plies  to  G.  W.  Clippinger. 
LAM  BERT  VILLE,  N.  J. — Letters,  money,  and  supplies  to  J.  A.  Anderson. 
LODISVILLE,  KY. — Letters,  monev  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward  Hardy,  care 

of  J  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Main  Street. 
MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Letters  to  D.  W.  Perkins;  money  to  John  A.  Dutcher; 

stores  to  Walter  S.  Carter,  care  Dutcher,  Ball  <fe  Goodrich,  103  E.  Water  St. 
KEW  YORK.— Letters  and  supplies  to  Dr.  N.  Bishop,  Rooms  U.  S.  C.  C,  30 

Bible  IIou.se;  money  to  James  M.  Brown,  59  Wall  Street. 
PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  toTheo.  Higbee;  letters  and  supplies  to  Wm.  Reynolds. 

Rooms  10  South  Adams  street(up  stairs.) 
PITTSBURG,  PA.— Letters  to  Robert  C.  Totten;  money  to  Wm.  Frew  (of  Jaa. 

McCully  &  Co  ),  172  Wood  St  ;  stores  to  Wm.  P.  Weyman,  76  Smithlield  St. 
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INFORM ATIOX 


FOR 


DECEMBER   MEETINGS. 


This  department  and  tlie  whole  line  of  seaboard  froiB 
New  York  to  Fort  Vancouver,  a  rnnye  of  21,856  miles^ 
•with  all  our  ships  of  war  and  foreign  stations,  is  under 
the  care  of  the  New  York  Branch.  The  difficulty  af 
extending  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  along 
such  an  extent  of  territory. -in  stich  an  unhealthy  cli- 
mate as  the  Grulf  Coast,  and  ?^Mth  irregular  means  of 
transportation,  could  only  have  been  surmounted  by  the 
energy,  skill,  and  perseverance  of  the  gentlemen  who 
have  taken  it  in  charge.  Holding  the  highest  positions, 
civic,  commercial,  social,  and  literary,  they  have  relin- 
quished lucrative  and  honorable  positions  to  endure  thfi 
dangers  of  the  sea  and  the  hardships  of  the  field,  brave 
the  miasma  and  yellow  fever,  and  fag  at  the  less  romantic 
but  no  less  necessary  drudgery  of  the  office,  to  the  year's- 
end. 

The  work  of  the  New  York  Branch  during  the  year 
1863  was  chiefly  in  the  supply  of  preaching  and  reading. 
A  gentleman  of  leisure  and  high  literary  and  religious 
attainments,  devoted  himself  to  the  work  of  selecting-and 
compiling  soldiers'  reading-matter;  and  it  is  believed 
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tliat  tlie  books  and  tracts  furnished  to  the  libraries  and 
reading-rooms  of  the  hospitals  and  ships  of  war  by  the 
New  York  Committee  cannot  be  excelled.  Tons  of  mag- 
azines and  of  the  metropolitan  papers  are  continually  in 
process  of  shipment;  and  correspondence  with  chaplains, 
surgeons,  and  commanders  is  daily  increasing  the 
demand. 

The  Christly  department,  of  relief  for  suffering  hu- 
manity has,  during  the  present  year,  assumed  increasing 
proportions.  The  prevention  of  disease,  by  the  circula- 
tion of  tens  of  thousands  of  Manuals  of  Soldier's  Health, 
and  the  distribution  of  hogsheads  of  Blackberry  Syrup, 
has  been  of  even  greater  benefit  to  our  soldiers  than  the 
tons  of  fruit  and  the  cases  of  clothing  distributed  to  the 
sick  and  wounded,  and  the  exchanged  prisoners.  The 
outlay  of  the  New  York  Committee  is  increasing  accord- 
ingly, and  we  doubt  not  that  the  princely  generosity  of 
the  Great  Metropolis  will  be  fully  adequate  to  all  proper 
demands  for  the  relief  of  our  brave  defenders. 

The  Brooklyn  Branch  is  an  independent  organization, 
and  is  forwarding  delegates,  publications,  and  hospital 
stores,  at  a  rate  worthy  of  the  third  city  of  the  Union. 

The  following  letters  to  Hon.  J.  V.  C  Smith,  the  Field 
Agent  of  the  New  York  Branch,  illustrate  the  work  of 
its  delegates. 


MoEGANziA,  October  26,  1864 
Hon.  J.  V.  C.  Smith: 

Dear  Sir — The  three  barrels  of  reading  and  hospital 
stores  you  last  sent,  came  in  good  time  and  order.  I 
have  now  a  supply  for  some  days  to  come.     The  men 


are  hnsj  scouting,  preparing  for  winter  quarters — with 
rumors  of  changes.  The  sanitary  supplies*  go  well.  The 
tent  is  doing  good  service.  Besides  aiFor ding  facilities 
for  distribution,  it  is  used  for  a  Bible-class  on  Sabbath 
morning,  preaching  in  the  evening,  and  prayer-meeting 
each  evening  in  the  week — all  of  which  are  well  attended. 
I  have  often  wished  you  could  be  present  in  our  meet- 
ings, and  mark  the  spirit  of  devotion  and  good  sense 
manifested.  The  meeting  last  evening  was  of  great 
sweetness  and  power.  One  testified  that  he  found  the 
grace  of  Grod  at  Morganzia;  another  had  been  an  igno- 
rant Roman  Catholic,  but  was  brought  marvellously  to 
the  experience  of  the  gospel.  I  design  to  write,  some 
day,  on  "Religion  in  the  Army,"  as  it  has  fallen  under 
my  own  observation. 

Rev.  Mr.  Watson  spent  two  weeks  with  me ;  and  by 
his  ability  and  readiness  to  work,  made  a  decidedly 
favorable  impression,  and  left,  much  to  the  regret  of  all. 
I  doubt  not  he  will  do  excellent  service  at  Baton  Rouge. 
I  hear  also  good  reports  from  Rev.  ,Mr.  Whittier.  Such 
men  are  an  acquisition  to  the  Commission.  Unless  we 
have  great  military  changes,  I  shall  need  about  the  usual 
supply.  I  have  the  commencement  of  a  good  Circulat- 
ing Library;  please  send  me  all  the  books  you  can  spare, 
without  doing  injustice  to  others.  There  are  German 
books  in  your  reading-room;  please  send  some  of  them. 
I  do  not  get  an  adequate  supply  of  German  reading. 
Some  regiments  are  largely  composed  of  Germans — great 
readers. 

The  colored  soldiers  are  anxious  to  learn,  and  must 

*  The  fruits,  syrupa,  &c.,  sent  by  the  Christian  Commission. 
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have  books  adapted  to  their  capacity.  Writing  material 
is  in  great  demand.  I  would  respectfully  recommend,  if 
you  have  none  on  hand,  to  buy  some.  It  is  hard  for  a 
poldier.  who  has  not  been  paid  for  six  months,  not  to  be 
able  to  write  his  mother  a  letter,  for  want  of  a  sheet  of 
paper  and  envelopes.     Many  such  are  here. 

In  a  word,  hardly  anything  comes  amiss,  in  an  army 
like  this. 

G-rateful   for  the  promptness   with  which  you  have 
always  sent  supplies,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  C.  Dunham. 

Few  Orleans,  Oct.  31, 1864. 
Dr.  J.  V.  C.  ^mith.  Agent, 

U.  S.  Christian  Commission: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  work  for  the 
months  of  September  and  October,  as  follows:  During 
September  the  Sabbath  services  wexe  kept  up  at  the 
Military  Prison,  Naval  Hospital,  Wood's  Press,  and  Sol- 
dier's Home,  with  occasional  services  on  shipboard  and 
at  camps.  Packages  of  reading  were  distributed  at  other 
prisons  and  depot  of  troops.  Sixteen  public  religious 
services  were  held.  The  Prisoners'  Commission  has 
occupied  a  large  part  of  my  time.  Many  cases  of  inter- 
est come  before  us.  Letters  enclosed  indicate  the  kind 
of  work  done. 

The  interest  at  the  Soldier's  Home  and  in  our  Eeading- 
room  has  decreased,  because  of  the  small  force  of  troops 
here,  and  greater  strictness  in  keeping  them  in  quarters. 
Only  eighty-three  visitors  to  the  rooms  are  recorded; 
but  quite  a  number  of  calls  for  books — thirty  taken  out. 


I  have  received  ninety  letters,  and  written  twenty-seven. 
During  the  month,  of  October  I  was  enabled  to  devote 
more  time  to  the  distribution  of  reading  matter,  as  the 
Prisoners'  Commission  closed  its  labors,  and  turned  over 
its  business  to  the  Provost  Marshal  G-eneral,  on  the  15th. 
The  same  Sabbath  various  labors  were  performed,  the 
camps  were  supplied,  and  considerable  time  occupied  in 
attending  to  business  of  the  Depository. 

Kevival. 

In  several  camps,  religious  meetings  have,  been  held. 
The  Second  Connecticut  Battery  is  enjoying  quite  a 
revival.  Several  soldiers  have  recently  professed  con- 
version, at  the  Baptist  church.  A  niimber  of  young 
soldiers  have  started  there  for  heaven;  and  the  prayer- 
meetings  are  growing  in  interest. 

Another  lot  of  our  exchanged  prisoners  came  in  a  few 

days  ago  from  Tyler,  Texas.    It  was  pleasant  to  go  among 

them,   and   give    papers,   Testaments,    letter-paper,   &c. 

Many  of  them  were  enfeebled  by  confinement  and  poor 

fare,  and  all  were  happy  in  being  again  under  the  old 

flag. 

Tlie  Buried  Flag. 

This  reminds  me  of  a  flag  I  saw  in  their  camp.     It 

was  captured  with  them,  but  concealed  by  burial  in  the 

earth,  and  brought  away  in  the  lining  of  an  officer's  coat. 

This  piece  of  bunting  is  highly  valued  by  the  brave  men 

of  the  Forty-eighth  Ohio. 

Intercession. 
During  the  month  I  was  able  to  do  some  kindness  at 
one  time  to  the  soldiers  in  jail,  most  of  whom  had,  for  a 
1* 
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disturbance,  been  shut  up  for  ten  days  and  nights  witbin 
their  cells.  The  trouble  was  caused  by  their  being  kept, 
on  two  occasions,  for  nearly  twenty-four  hours,  without 
food.  The  Provost  Marshal  granted  my  request  for  their 
release  from  close  confinement.  At  another  time,  on  my 
representations,  the  Provost  Marshal  General  released 
from  close  confinement  some  sixty  prisoners,  allowing 
them  the  air  and  light  needful  for  health,  and  consistent 
with  safety.  I  was  also  granted  the  pardon  of  several 
poor  fellows,  who  appeared  worthy  of  clemency — one  a 
boy,  sentenced  to  ten  years'  imprisonment,  and  who  was 
so  ill  as  not  to  be  expected  to  live  as  many  days,  when 
released. 

Welcome  Always. 
I  have  given  out  69  packages  of  reading,  being  7533 
publications — of  which  number  there  were  205  Hymns, 
186  Testaments,  and  8  Bibles.  My  labors  in  the  Prison, 
the  Hospital,  the  Home,  and  camps,  are  full  of  encour- 
agement. They  are  well  received  always;  and  in  the 
course  of  a  month,  because  of  the  shifting  of  troops,  and 
changing  of  the  men  in  prison  and  hospitals,  many 
thousands  are  addressed — often  for  the  first  or  last 
time — and  supplied  with  something  good  to  read.  There 
is  every  reason  to  believe  that  God's  rich  blessing  attends 
this  work. 

October. — Fifty-five  visitors  to  Reading-room;  twenty 
books  taken;  six  names  to  Temperance  pledge. 
Very  respectfully, 

R,  K.  DiossY,  Delegate. 


The  Happiest  Hours  of  Life. 
This  work,  of  meeting  trains  and  succoring  wounded 
at  Martinsburg,  we  have  found  hard  for  the  body,  being 
obliged,  as  we  often  have  been,  to  continue  it  far  into 
the  night.  At  the  same  time  we  can  truly  say,  it  is  a 
blessed  work,  truly  Christ-like.  And  you  often  find 
where  least  you  expect  it,  that  you  have  been  minister- 
ing to  Christ  in  the  person  of  his  humble  followers.  "Is 
the  Heavenly  Friend  near  you  to  support  and  comfort 
you?"  I  asked  a  poor  suffering  man,  who  had  just  been 
brought  into  the  church,  with  his  leg  amputated,  and 
laid  upon  a  hard  bed  of  straw.  "0,  yes,"  said  he,  "he  is 
with,  me,  he  is  precious  to  me.  He  has  been  for  many 
years,  but  never  has  he  seemed  so  precious  and  so  near 
as  since  I  was  wounded.  All  day  and  all  night  I  lay 
upon  the  field,  after  I  was  struck  and  my  leg  fractured, 
but,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  they  were  the  happiest  hours 
of  my  life,  made  so  by  the  Saviour's  presence."  "What 
shall  I  write  to  your  family  ?"  "Tell  my  dear  wife,  I  am 
happy,  I  am  just  where  I  would  be,  because  I  am  just 
where  God,  in  his  providence,  has  brought  me.  I  am 
willing  to  die  or  live,  just  as  will  best  promote  his  glory." 
He  was  soon  called  to  glorify  Grod  in  his  death. 

No  Humbug. 
We  have  not  only  had  repeated  opportunities  of  wit- 
nessing such  triumphs  of  the  power  of  faith  and  grace, 
but  we  have  also  witnessed  the  power  of  Christian  kind- 
ness upon  strong,  hard  men,  and  even  upon  Rebels.  As 
we   have  ministered  to  their  temporal  wants,  and  ad- 
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dressed  to  them  words  of  kindness,  we  have  often  seen 
tears  start  from  eyes  unaccustomed  to  weep,  and  have 
received  the  hearty  "  God  bless  you,"  "  God  bless  the 
Christian  Commission."  "This  is  what  I  call  living 
Christianity."  "This  is  the  religion  for  me."  "  I  can't 
stand  this,"  said  a  rough,  hard-looking  soldier,  who  was 
badly  wounded  in  the  foot,  but  able  to  hobble  aio;ig  on 
crutches,  "I  can't  stand  this,  boys,  it  overcomes  ine,  I 
give  in,"  and,  as  he  spoke  and  hobbled  toward  us,  his 
whole  frame  shook  with  inward  emotion,  and  the  big 
tears  fell  from  his  sunburnt  face,  which  he  struggled  in 
vain  to  keep  back  and  hide  from  his  comrades,  --you 
know,"  he  continued,  "I  am  no  coward,  I  can  face  the 
enemy,  and  not  wink,  but  this  kindness  kills  me,  it 
breaks  me  all  to  pieces.  I  have  heard  all  about  these 
men,  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission;  my  wile  has 
written  me  about  them,  and  the  society  which  sends 
them  forth,  and  the  work  they  do,  and  do  it  all  for 
nothing,  and  find  themselves.  I  tell  you,  boys,  this  is 
no  humbug.  It  is  a  big  thing.  It  is  the  gospel*  for 
body  and  soul,  just  what  we  all  need;"  and  so  he  went 
on  with  a  truly  eloquent  speech,  of  some  minutes,  and 
closed  by  wishing  a  thousand  blessings  ujjon  us  and  the 
Christian  Commission. 

P.  B.  Thayer,  Garland,  Me. 

The  Revival. 

Camp  Parole,  Annapolis,  Md. 
October  20,  1864. 
G.  S.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Chairman  Maryhind  Com.  Christ'n  Com'n. 

Dear  Brother — The  good  work  of  God  has  not  yet 
ceased,  though  about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  if  not  nearly 
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two  liundved  persons  have  been  converted  and  recovered 
from  backsliding — tliirty-five  of  them  having  been  bap- 
tized, nearly  one-half  of  them  by  immersion — one  hun- 
dred and  sixty -five  have  joined  onr  Soldiers'  Christian 
Association  since  September  6th,  and  Christians,  con- 
verts, and  reclaimed,  have  for  the  most  part  grown  won- 
derfully in  grace,  holy  joy,  and  usefulness.  The  latter, 
according  to  David  in  Psalm  li.  12th  and  13th,  "Return 
unto  me  the  joy  of  thy  salvation,  and  uphold  me  with  thy 
free  spirit;  then  will  I  teach  transgressors  thy  way,  and 
sinners  shall  be  converted  unto  thee."  "■ 

O  how  these  Christian  soldiers  have  prayed  and 
wrought  for  Christ;  I  hardly  ever  witnessed  more  fer- 
vent, effectual  prayers — they  availed  much  with  Grod. 
It  would  sometimes  seem  almost  as  if  heaven  would  be 
taken  by  violence.  Some  of  them  have  been  very  faith- 
ful in  personal  effort  with  sinners  and  backsliders,  and 
oh,  how  many  of  the  latter  there  are  in  the  army.  Older 
Christians  and  young  converts  have  been  successful  in 
bringing  out  the  impenitent  and  wandering  to  our  even- 
ing meetings.  It  would  do  your  heart  good  now,  more 
than  when  you  and  Dr.  Schaff,  of  New  York,  were  here 
the  6th  inst.,  to  hear  the  Christians  reclaimed  and  con- 
verts pray  and  talk  in  our  meetings. 

A  growth  in  grace,  holy  joy  and  power  with  Grod  is 
maniifest  to  all  those  who  have  been  there  for  weeks. 
Tlie  remark  was  made  the  other  day  tliat  converts  and 
recovered  sinners  were  scarcely  ever  known  to  have 
stood  better  and  to  have  ripened  in  experience  more 
rapidly  and  extensively  than  those  of  this  soldiers'  camp; 
Last  evening   cjuite    a   number  spoke,    in    the  hearing 
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of  Eev.  Mr.  Gilbert,  General  Agent  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  and  of  the  Christian  Commission,  who  was 
surprised  and  delighted  with  what  he  saw  and  heard. 
This  evening  some  seventy-five  persons  arose  to  manifest 
their  purpose  to  pray  and  labor  yet  more  than  they  have 
done  hitherto,  for  the  continuance  and  greater  power  of 
this  work  of  God,  as  they  believe  God  has  no  thought  of 
stopping  it,  so  they  have  no  idea  of  being  weary  in  this 
well-doing.  0  how  I  do  love  these  brethren  of  Jesus 
and  rejoice  in  my  labors  here.  I  am  in  my  element. 
Bless  the  Lord  that  I  was  sent  here.  Thanks  to  you  for 
favoring  me  with  this  position.  Some  few  incidents 
may  interest  you.  At  a  meeting  a  young  man  arose  and 
said,  "That  only  two  hours  before  he  came  to  the  meet- 
ing he  used  profane  language;  convicted  in  this  meeting, 
he  gave  himself  up  to  God,  and  seemed  to  have  the  peace 
of  pardon."  Othei's  said,  "that  their  sins  .were  foi-given 
at  the  meeting  mentioned."  Another  soldier  said  at  a 
meeting:  "Last  night,  after  all  were  in  bed  and  still,  I, 
burdened  for  sinners,  knelt  down  alone  to  pray  for  them 
— my  soul  went  up  in  agonizing  prayer  to  God.  A  sin- 
ner came  along  hearing  cries  as  of  those  in  distress,  and 
first  with  an  oath,  askjed  the  cause  of  a  man  lying  down 
there.  He  soon  learned.  I  talked  with  him  about  his 
soul — ^he  dropped  on  his  knees  by  my  side,  and  with  tears, 
begged  me  to  pray  for  him,  and  promised  to  attend  to 
the  salvation  of  his  soul."  This  beloved  brother,  Vice- 
President  ot  the  Soldiers'  Christian  Association,  now 
gone  from  us,  and  in  a  hospital  in  Baltimore,  was  an 
efficient  worker,  as  well  as  a  man  of  prevalence  in  prayer; 
we  are  sorry  to  lose  such.      0  how  they  do  regret  to 
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leave  Camp  Parole.  Said  a  converted  backslider,  "I  do 
regret  to  leave  this  camp  and  these  meetings.  Here  I 
was  reclaimed.  I  left  home  a  wicked  man,  though  in 
early  life  for  three  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  religion,  as 
I  then  supposed.  I  have  a  pious  praying  wife,  and  long 
to  see  her,  and  make  her  glad  by  the  change  God  has 
wrought  in  me;  but  I  am  sorry  to  leave  these  meetings, 
and  to  leave  you,  Mr.  Colton.  I  remember  the  pleasant 
look  with  which  you  first  accosted  me  in  my  quarters.  I 
remember  the  instructions  since  received;  I  am  perfectly 
happy  in  God  now.  0  how  much  to  be  thankful  for. 
How  can  I  leave?"  This  and  more  he  said,  as  he  took 
his  leave  the  other  night,  with  tears.  He  spoke  both 
publicly  and  to  me  at  the  close  of  the  meeting.  0,  Mr. 
GriflBth,  my  heart  is  enlarged;  when  shall  I  stop?  I 
have  many  more  like  records  in  my  note-book.  Enough 
now;  more  another  time. 

Yours  in  the  Lord, 

Erastus  Colton, 

Agent  U.  S.  Christian  Commission,  Camp  Parole. 
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The  Revival  at  Camp  Distribution. 
At  tliis  Camp  the  preacliing  the  blessed  Gospel  has  had, 
and  is  having,  a'  gloriously  telling  effect  upon  the  hearts 
of  the  soldiers.  I  have  seen  scores,  and  on  one  occasion 
nearly  a  hundred,  rise  at  once,  requesting  an  interest  in 
the  prayers  of  God's  people.  Nearly  every  day  souls 
were  born  into  the  kingdom  of  Jesus.  I  have  seen 
from  fifteen  to  twenty  at  a  time  bowing  at  our  altars 
and  crying  for  mercy.  Nor  were  they  feeble  and  inau- 
dible cries,  but  like  the  publican,  "  God  be  merciful  to 
me  a  sinner,"  "  Lord  save  me ;."  thus  evincing  a  degree 
of  earnestness  which  led  us  to  believe  that  the  work  was 
not  superficial,  but  one  that  went  to  the  depths  of  the 
soul.  And  what  was  still  more  convincing  in  this  re- 
gard, I  have  heard  them,  after  having  found  the  Saviour, 
testify  from  their  own  experience  that  Christ  had  power 
on  earth  to  forgive  sin. 

A  Protracted  Meeting. 
At  an  experience  meeting,  a  soldier  in  speaking  of  the 
protracted  efforts  the  Commission  was  putting  farth  for 
the  salvation  of  those  in  arms  said,  "  This  is  the  longest 
protracted  meeting  I  ever  attended  in  my  life.  I  have 
been  in  this  camp  tan  weeks,  and  I  have  not  missed  a 
single  meeting,  I  wish  it  would  continue  always,  and  it 
would  be  my  blessed  privilege  to  go  from  these  meetings 
to  a  glorious  meeting  in  heaven."  Another  soldier,  one 
to  whom  I  had  the  privilege  of  presenting  the  truth  of 


Grod,  and  of  inviting  liiin  to  accept  of  salvation  in  Jesus 
Christ  while  a  sinner,  said  :  "  One  week  ago  I  came  into 
this  camp  a  wild,  wicked,  hardened  sinner.  I  came  into 
the  meeting  on  Sunday  evening,  and  I  was  invited  for» 
ward  for  prayer,  I  did  not  heed  the  invitation.  The 
nest  evening  I  went  again,  and  was  again  invited,  I 
accepted  the  invitation,  prostrated  myaelf  at  the  altar, 
and  there  God  for  Christ  sake  forgave  me  my  sins." 

Your  delegate,  in  submitting  the  above  statistical 
statement  of  his  work  while  in  the  service  of  your  Com- 
mission, has  to  add  his  testimony  to  that  delivered  by 
hundreds  of  others,  to  the  great  field  for  the  effecting  of 
temporal  and  spiritual  benefit  to  the  soldier  open  to  the 
Christian  Commission,  and  to  the  good  wliich,  under 
God's  blessing,  its  agents  have  been  enabled  to  achieve. 
Very  noticeable,  too,  is  the  welcome  given  in  every  tent 
to  the  delegate,  the  respectful  and  thankful  attention  with 
which  his  ministrations — whether  of  counsel,  warning  or 
reproof — are  received ;  the  gratitude  evoked  by  even  the 
smallest  office  of  kindness,  and  the  entire  confidence 
reposed  in  every  one  wlro  wears  the  Commission's  badge. 

Ears  to  Hear. 
I  think  I  may  say  that,  during  a  ministry  of  fourteen 
years,  I  have  never  labored  where  there  was  so  earnest 
attention  to  spiritual  truth,  and  so  seemingly  earnest  a 
desire  to  profit  by  it,  as  in  that  City  Point  hospital. 

KeV.  J.  GrGRDON  CaUNAHAN. 

I 

The  Power  of  the  Spirit  of  God. 

^  While  at  Camp  Distribution  my  work  was  devoted 
wholly  to  the  welfare  of  the  soul.     Onr  meetings  there 
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were  attended  with  great  interest.  Our  chapel,  Capable 
of  seating  about  one  thousand  men,  was  often  filled  to  the 
utmost  of  its  capacity.  The  Spirit  of  Grod  was  present 
with  us,  and  at  the  close  of  the  sermon  sometimes  aa 
many  as  fifty  would  rise  for  prayers.  We  usually  fol- 
lowed the  preaching  service  with  a  prayer-meeting,  in- 
viting the  inquiring  ones  to  come  forward  for  religious 
conversation  and  prayer.  Not  unfrequently  twenty-five 
of  these  brave  men  would  come  forward,  and  in  tears 
acknowledge  their  sinfulness,  while  they  sought  to  cast 
themselves  on  the  mercy  of  Christ.  The  power  of  the 
Almighty  was  felt.  The  gracious  Spirit  was  doing  His 
work. 

The  Soldiers  Praying  for  us. 

Our  prayer-meetings  were  among  the  most  interesting 
of  my  life.  Such  earnestness,  and  such  devotedness,  and 
Buch  strong  faith,  we  seldom  see  manifested  at  home.  I 
have  never  heard  such  prayers  offered  for  loved  ones  and 
for  churches  at  home  as  these  soldiers  offer.  A  husband 
prays  for  an  absent  wife  and  ch#dren ;  a  young  lad  prays 
in  such  child-like  faith  and  confidence  for  a  mother  and 
sisters  at  home,  that  you  almost  feel  that  you  yourself 
have  never  prayed  at  all.     These  are  earnest  men. 

Prayer  with  a  Soul  in  it. 

They  have  seen  suffering  and  endured  hardship,  and 
mellowed  down  by  the  severities  of  war  they  speak  what 
they  feel.  Their  language  has  a  soul  in  it,  and  it  finds 
a  soul  in  the  hearer,  unless  he  has  encased  it  in  a  cage 
of  steel. 
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Love  to  the  Brethren. 
The  apostle  says,  "by  tliis  shall  ye  know  that  ye  have 
passed  from  death  unto  life,  because  ye  love  the  bre- 
thren," and  I  have  never  seen  a  livelier  test  of  this  than  a 
colored  soldier  gave  at  the  close  of  one  of  our  evening 
meetings.  There  was  a  simplicity  in  his  expression 
which  touched  all  our  hearts,  and  he  closed  his  remarks 
by  saying,  in  a  most  impressive  manner,  "  I  love  my 
Saviour,  I  love  the  Church  of  Christ,  I  love  the  world,  I 
love  everybody,  I  love  them  that  don't  love  me."  And 
he  sat  down.  I  felt  that  that  poor  son  of  Africa  had 
reached  the  climax  in  Christian  experience.  Like  the 
martyred  Stephen,  and  his  Saviour  before  him,  he  loved 
his  enemies,  and  he  could  pray  for  his  masters  who  had 
despitefully  used  him. 

Swift  to  Hear. 

One  of  the  most  gratifying  features  of  the  army  is  the 
readiness  with  which  they  receive  religious  instruction. 
The  demand  for  Christian  laborers  is  vastly  greater  than 
the  supply.  The  Macedonian  cry  from  the  adjacent 
forts  reached  our  ears,  "  Come  over  and  help  us."  And 
though  some  of  our  delegates  preached  as  many  as  four 
times  on  the  Sabbath,  still  we  could  not  satisfy  the 
demand. 

Eich  Experience  for  Ministers. 

No  minister  can  have  a  richer  experience  than  the 
army  affords,  and  none  probably  can  find  a  field  of 
greater  usefulness.  The  church  which  sends  out  its 
pastor  will  receive  a  blessing  for  it,  and  if  he  carries  a 
warm  heart,  filled  with  the  Spirit  of  Christ,  he  may  be 
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the  means  of  a  rejoicing  in  camp  wliieli  shall  cause  joy 
"in  heaven. 

M.  L.  Severance, 

Boscawen,  N.  H. 

The  Sevival  in  the  18th  Corps. 
Another  feature,  and  to  my  mind  the  most  important 
one  in  results,  is  the  public  means  of  grace.  Last  Sun- 
day night,  upward  of  fifteen  men  arose  and  signified 
their  desire  to  flee  the  wrath  to  come,  and  be  saved  from 
their  sins.  We  held  one  of  the  most  interesting  prayer- 
meetings  last  Saturday  evening  that  I  ever  attended. 
There  was  a  sweet  and  heav.enly  influence  resting  down 
upon  the  assembly,  and  we  could  say  with  Peter,  "Lord, 
it  is  good  for  us  to  be  here." 

Eeport  of  H.  S.  Walls,  Delegate. 

Many  have  been  converted  in  the  18th  Army  Corps, 
of  late,  and  are  going  forth  rejoicing  in  the  Lord.  And 
now  as  the  10th  Army  Corps  has  taken  the  place  of  the 
18th,  the  same  blessed  influences  continue,  and  we  shall 
look  for  the  continuation  of  the  same  blessed  results. 

Our  distribution  of  reading  matter  cmong  the  sick 
wards  has  a  salutary  benefit.  Men  read,  smA  forget  their 
aches  and  pains,  and  thus  avoid  low-spiritedness — they 
are  less  discontented.  In  short,  it  is  a  decided  sanitary 
department,  for  which  we  have  a  very  comfortable  supply 
as  we  need  them. 

I  am.  Sir,  very  happy  and  contented  in  my  work,  and 
hope  to  render  myself  both  useful  to  the  soldier  and  the 
Connuission  that  has  committed  such  a  trust  to  mj 
bauds. 
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But  I  must  close.  There  is  a  very  healthy  state  of 
things  in  the  various  departments  of  the  Commission 
here,  and  we  expect  to  find  the  records  at  last  show  a 
glorious  harvest  of  souls  for  the  Redeemer.  May  the 
blessing  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  upon  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  is  my  humble  prayer. 
Kespectfully  yours, 

M.  S.  Wells. 

For  Ministers. 

I  have  nothing  to  report  which  differs  essentially  fi-om 
the  many  reports  which  I  have  read  of  Delegates  of  the 
Christian  Commission.  The  work  exceeded  in  power  to 
interest  my  whole  spiritual  nature,  any  experience  of  my 
life.  My  work  commenced  the  day  before  I  received  my 
commission,  at  Boston,  while  on  the  cars  to  and  from  the 
city,  and  did  not  cease  until  I  delivered  a  soldier  boy  to 
his  mother,  in  my  town,  five  minutes  before  reaching 
my  home.     He  is  on  furlough. 

The  fiuness  of  the  work  is  truly  wonderful.  On  every 
hand,  in  every  hour  of  the  day,  travelling  or  sitting, 
there. is  abundant  opportunity  to  bless  soldiers;  and  the 
fulness  of  the  blessing  flows  back  into  one's  own  heart. 

My  people  were  greatly  benefitted  by  my  absence;  and 
if  they  had  not  been,  I  think  I  have  been  enough  better 
man  for  going,  to  make  it  policy  for  them  to  send  me 

again. 

Truly  yours, 

E.  DOUGASS, 

Bridgewater,  Ma.sa. 

2* 
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Special  Diet  Eitchen  Bill  of  Tare. 


Soup — Mutton, 

Pudding — Bread, 

Beef, 

Rice, 

Chicken, 

Tapioca, 

Fish— Cod, 

Corn  Starch, 

Meats, 

Farina, 

Chickens, 

Blanc  Mange, 

Baked  Apples, 

Custard — Boiled, 

Potatoes — E.oast, 

Baked, 

Bread  and  Butter, 

Fruits, 

Corn  Bread, 

Jellies, 

Biscuit, 

Jums, 

Toast — Dry, 

I'reserves, 

Butter, 

Tea, 

Miik, 

Cocoa, 

Eggs — Boiled, 

Gruel, 

Poached, 

Tomatoes. 

Blackberry  Cordial. 

,,  Again  as  I  passed  the  rounds  with  the  blackberry 
cordial  and  heard  such  expressions  as  these :  "  Not  any 
more,  Chaplain,  your  medicine  has  cured  my  diarrhoea,  1 
should  never  have  got  well  without  it.  Grod  bless  the 
Christian  Commission."  "  0  Chaplain,  give  me  some 
of  that  medicine,  I  have  heard  of  it  at  the  front  as  good 
for  me,  by  those  who  have  been  cured  by  it,"  and  then 
the  hearty  "  thank  you."  I  am  fully  persuaded  that  this 
branch  of  the  work  is  of  great  value  to  the  men.  The 
cordial  is  a  valuable  donation  to  the  stores  of  the  Com- 
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mission  especially  during  the  summer  luid  fall;  and 
receives  the  strongest  commendation  from  tiie  Surgeoii 
in  charge  of  our  hospital  and  his  assistants. 

.   Wm.  M.  Robinson. 

A  Peacli. 

AnDOVEK  TlfEOLOGICAL  SeJIINARY. 

I  never  dreamed  that  so  much  good  could  be  accom- 
plished by  such  simple  means.  A  basket  of  peaches 
would  give  joy  to  a  hundred  wounded   men.     I  shi-,11 

never  forget  the  ease  of  William  C ,  a  Pennsylvania 

soldier,  who  had  undergone  amputation  of  the  right 
thigh,  and  was  suifering  the  utmost  intensity  of  human 
anguish.  He  was  sinking  very  rapidly,  and  had  taken 
no  nourishment  for  several  days.  ''  When  I  first  saw  him, 
lie  seemed  utterly  hopeless  of  recovery.  His  wife  had 
been  summoned  from  home;  but  it  was  feared  that  he 
would  die  before  it  was  possible  for  her  to  reach  him. 
I  took  a  nice  peach  from  my  basket;  he  brightened  at 
the  sight  of  it.  I  pared  it  for  him,  and  put  it  in  hia 
mouth,  bit  by  bit;  and  the  look  of  gratitude  which  he 
gave  me  was  ample  reward  for  the  whole  six  weeks'  ser- 
vice. Next  morning  I  went  to  his  bedside,  and  said — 
"What  can  I  do  for  yovL  this  morning?"  With  a  smile 
he  whispered,  "Have  you  got  another  peach  for  me?" 
And  so  I  repeated  the  operation  of  the  previous  morn- 
ing. For  a  whole  week  he  lingered  along,  with  no  other 
nourishment  than  his  morning  peach,  and  the  thought 
that  there  was  some  one  who  cared  for  him.  Meanwhile 
his  Avife  arrived,  and  cheered  his  last  hours  with  words 
of  Christian  hope.     He  fell  asleep  in  Jesus. 
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"You've  Touched  my  Heart." 

Never  was  such  a  field  presented  for  Christian  labor. 
All  seemed  willing,  and  many  anxious,  to  converse  on 
religious  subjects.  I  did  not  meet  with  a  single  rebuff 
during  the  whole  term  of  my  service.  Often  the  mere 
mention  of  the  subject  of  personal  religion  would  cause 
deep  emotion. 

I  remember  particularly  a  veteran  soldier,  whose 
three  years  had  nearly  expired,  and  who  had  been 
terribly  wounded  in  the  right  knee.  He  was  a  Scotch- 
man, and  had  been  a  wild  and  reckless  young  man.  After 
a  cheerful  chat  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes,  I  asked  him — 
"x\re  you  a  Christian  man?"  He  made  no  reply  at  first, 
but  a  tear  started  in  each  eye,  and  he  was  soon  weeping 
and  sobbing  like  a  child,  covering  his  face  with  his 
hands.  At  length  he.  said,  punctuating  his  sentences 
with  sobs — "I've  been  a  soldier  almost  three  years,  and 
have  never  shed  a  tear  before,  in  all  my  hardships  and 
sufferings.  You  might  cut  me  to  pieces  with  knives,  and 
not  draw  a  tear;  but  you've  touched  my  heart,  and  I 
can't  help  it." 

He  made  me  a  promise  never  to  drink  another  drop  of 
liquor,  and  became  from  that  day  a  seeker  after  Jesus. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Frank  H.  Snow. 

Eev.  W.  E.  Boardman. 

Colored  Schools. 

I  also  held  an  evening  school  among  the  colored  young 
m^,  teamsters  in  the  Commissary  Department.  I  found 
great  anxiety  to  learn  to  read  almost  universal  among 
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tliem.  If  an  evening  sclio(il  on  a  large  scale  could  be 
opened  among  them,  great  good  could  be  aceomplisbed, 
a,s  there  are  probably  between  two  and  three  thousand 
colored  persons  at  or  near  City  Point. 

S.  S.  Sutton, 

Brighton,  Michigan. 

The  Eying  Soldier's  Prayer. 

The  prayers  of  David,  the  son  of  Jesse,  were  ended 
with  the  petition,  "  Let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his 
glory."  The  soldiers  of  David's  army  are  not  all  dead 
yet.  One  went  home  last  week,  uttering  a  similar 
prayer. 

"Corporal  Henry  C.  Smith  died  at  Carver  Hospital, 
July  20,  1864.  He  belonged  to  the  8th  Michigan  Eegi- 
ment.  He  had  his  left  arm  amputated  above  the  elbow, 
and  was  not  naturally  of  the  firmest  health.  He  always 
greeted  me  with  a  smile,  and  spoke  earnestly  and  heartily 
on  religion;  said  he  was  willing  God's  will  should  be 
done  in  him.  A  few  hour's  before  his  death  he  sent  for 
Chaplain  Parkes  to  come  and  pray  with  him.  Mr. 
Parkes  conversed  with  him,  and  then  prayed  with  him. 
Then  Smith  prayed.  After  offering  a  petition  to  God 
for  his  own  welfare,  he  prayed  for  President  Lincoln,  for 
the  country,  and  that  the  cause  of  crushing  the  rebellion 
might  be  advanced  and  benefitted  by  his  death." 
Yours,  &c. 

Samuel  G.  Haley, 

East  Andover,  IST.  H. 
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Daily  Prayer-Meeting. 
The  rooms  of  the  Christian  Commission  were  opened 
m  Little  Rock  Arkansas,  on  the  first  of  February,  1864. 
A  pleasant  and  commodious  place  having  heen  procured 
m  a  coiispicuous  part  of  the  city,,  we  unfurled  the  "  ban- 
ner/' and  commenced  sounding  the  "  Gospel  Trumpet." 
For  spiritual  growth  and  Divine  guidance  in  our  mission 
bf  fere,  a  daily  prayer-meeting  was  immediately  appointed 
as  a  proper  and  successful  -means.  And'  here  let  me 
remark,  that  wherever  the  Commission  has  been  estab- 
lished, the  first  act  was  to  dedicate  the  spot  to  Almighty 
Grod,  and  earnestly  seek  his  favour  and  direction.  To 
accomplish  proper  and  desirable  results  we  must  use  pro- 
per and  appointed  means. 

Rooms. 

The  building  we  have  obtained  is  a  large  two-story 
dwelling-house,  situated  on  the  south-west  corner  of  Main 
and  Mulberry  streets,  which  had  just  been  leased  to  the 
Western  Sanitary  Commission,  but,  through  the  kindness 
of  its  agent,  Q.  W.  Wyetih,  we  were  made  welcome  to 
one-half  of  it,  and  thus  united  under  the  same  roof  the 
two  "  Sisters  of  Charity." 

The  locality  is  the  best  in  the  citj  for  our  business. 
But  the  condition  of  the  rooms  previous  to  being  occu- 
pied by  the  Commission,  was  anything  but  inviting j 
resembling  indeed  a  secesh  boarding-house  more  than  a 
dwelling  for  "white  folks."  But,  choosing  appropriate 
tools,  and  "taking  off  the  coat  and  rolling  up  the  sleeves/' 


We  began  to  seek  out  the  boundary  lines  of  tlie  floor,  and 
then  to  make  visible  and  satisfactory  explorations  of  the 
walls. 

Having  obtained  some  idea  of  the  dimensions  of  the 
rooms,  we  erected  two  large  book-cases  for  Testarrients, 
"soldiers'  books,"  hymn-books,  tracts,  &c.;  obtained  ano- 
ther large  black-walnut  one  for  a  library,  and  arranged 
suitable  shelves  for  religious  papers,  and  literary  maga- 
zines of  miscellaneous  reading.  Ample  accommodations 
were  also  made  for  writing,  and  two  long  file-desks  put 
up  for  the  leading  secular  and  religious  newspapers. 

But  the  object  of  the  Christian  Commission  and  its 
actual  workings  in  other  Departments,  being  almost  en- 
tirely unknown  to  the  greater  portion  of  the  army  of  this 
Depaitment,  it  required  much  pei'severance  as  well-  as 
patience,  to  get  established  and  to  procure  the  respect 
and  encouragement  of  those  with  whom  we  have  to  do. 
But  with  the  help  of  the  "G-ood  Master,"  whose  cause  it 
is,  we  at  first  secured  the  favor  of  the  commanding  Gene- 
ral, and  a  lively  an-d  growing  interest  soon  became  mani- 
fest. At  first,  soHiers  would  come  in,  rather  hesita- 
tingly, to  inspect  and  to  inquire  the  prices  of  things, 
and  saying  among  themselves  "that  they  allowed"'  it  to 
be  a  sutler's  shop  or  some  "  shebang"  following  the  army 
to  keep  "greenbacks  from  moulding."  But  a  knowledgre 
of  the  Commission  at  once  commanded  respect,  and  the 
growing  interest  may  be  seen  by  the  following  report. 

Work. 
Average  number  that  visited  the  rooms,  daily,  for  the 
following  five  months:     February,  twenty;  March,  forty- 
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'  five;  April,  ninety;  May,  one  liundved  and  seventy-five; 
June,  one  hundred  and  forty.-  Average  number  that  at- 
tended the  daily  prayer-meeting:  February,  seven  ;  March, 
twelve;  April,  eighteen;  May,  fifty;  June,  forty-five. 
Reading  matter  distributed  at  this  and  the  other  military 
posts,  viz :  Fort  Smith,  Pine  Blufi",  and  Duvall's  Bluft', 
during  the  first  five  months  :  Soldiers'  books,  6,786;  Tes- 
taments, 4,581 ;  hymn-books,  2,713 ;  magazines,  662 ; 
library-books,  440;  papers,  69,771;  pages  of  tracts, 
229,528,  the  sum  total  distributed  in  June,  being  twelve 
times  that  of  February.  And,  besides,  we  have  distribu- 
ted a  large  number  of  Charts,  Almanacs,  Silent  Com- 
forters, Green  Pastures,  Words  of  Life,  Words  for  the 
Heart,  &c.,  to  hospitals,  and  Spelling-books,  Bible- 
readers,  copy-books,  &c.,  to  colored  regiments.  We  have 
also  issued  to  hospitals,  shirts,  sheets,  pillow-slips,  drawers, 
handkerchiefs  and  towels,  and  have  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  soldiers,  when  needy,  many  luxuries,  consisting  of 
dried,  pickled  and  canned  fruits,  condensed  beef,  and 
milk,  wines,  cordials,  jellies,  jams,  &c.,  &c.  We  have, 
during  the  time,  held  one  hundred  and  eighty  religious 
meetings,  besides  many  short  services  at  hospitals,  and 
on  funeral  occasions ;  we  have  furnished  stationary  for 
the  hospitals,  and  very  many  times  have  set  down  by  the 
bedside  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  written  out  their 
requests  and  sent  them  to  their  dear  ones  at  home ;  talked 
with  them  of  Jesus,  and,  if  dying,  commended  them  to 
Him  .in  prayer,  and  forwarded  the  sad  news  to  their 
families,  all  of  which  has  brought  many  a  smile  as  well 
as  tear,  and  many  an  earnest  "  God  bless  you,  and  them 
that  sent  you." 
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Asleep  in  Jesus. 
Oh,  could  you  have  stood  with  me,  the  other  morning, 
by  the  bedside  of  that  dying  soldier,  who  had  sent  for 
me  to  spend  with  him  his  last  earthly  moments,  and 
heard  him  say,  looking  up  so  affectionately,  "  0,  my 
brother,  will  you  sing  to  me  that  hymn  that  you  sung 
the  other  day  to  my  dying  comrade,  beginning 

"'Asleep  in  Jesus,  blessed  sleep! 

From  -which  none  ever  wake  to  weep'"? 

and  then  heard  those  grateful  expressions,  and  seen  that 
dying  smile,  you  would  have  gone  home  saying,  let  us 
double  our  diligence.  And  he  is  but  one  of  the  many 
who  have  been  comforted  and  made  to  rejoice  through 
your  Christian  sympathy  and  benevolence.  Blessed 
cause.  Let  it  not  suffer  at  home,  and  we  who  are  in  the 
field  will  faithfully  watch  and  labor. 

C.  C.  Thayer,  Local  Agent. 

The  Soldier's  Motive. 

The  character  of  our  soldiers  is  hardly  appreciated  by 
our  citizens.  Ambition,  the  desire  of  glory,  the  rest- 
lessness of  youth,  revenge  for  injuries  received  from  the 
barbarous  slave  powers  and  their  minions,  are  believed 
to  contribute  their  share  towards  the  armies  of  our 
heroes,  no  less  than  a  pure,  patriotic  love  of  country. 

The  following  letter  will  dispel  this  illusion.  We 
lately  heard  it  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  New  York 
Central  Branch  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis- 
sion, in  the  presence  of  the  writer's  townsmen,  in  Utica. 
Every  eye  was  moistened.  It  was  written  the  day  before 
3 
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the  writer  received  tis  mortal  wound.     He  now  sleeps 
in  Jesus. 

Fort  Baker,  October  20,  1S64. 
Dear  Lottie — I  found  a  small  white  envelope  among 
the  others  that  you  put  into  my  box  before  I  came  away 
from  home,  and  I  knew  that  Lottie  put  it  there,  because 
she  wanted  me  to  write  to  her.  Well,  it  always  does  us 
good  to  please  those  that  love  us;  and  I  am  glad  to  think 
that  my  little  girl  would  be  pleased  to  have  me  write  to 
her.  It  is  a  pleasant  task  for  me;  and  the  thought  of 
■good,  loving  children  at  home,  who  think  of  me  every 
day — who  for  my  sake  are  trying  to  be  good  to  their 
mother,  and  make  her  happy,  is  a  source  of  comfort, 
encouragement,  and  of  consolation,  that  I  cannot  describe 
with  my  pen,  nor  tell  with  my  tongue.  How  far  this 
thought  goes,  or  how  much  it  contributes  to  reconcile 
me  to  the  separation  that,  for  their  sakes,  I  have  volun- 
tarily endured,  you  can  never  realize  until  like  circum- 
stances call  forth  like  feelings;  and  I  earnestly  pray  that 
this  may  never  be.  I  know  that  you  do  not  now  realize 
that- 1  am  here  because  I  love  you,  and  that  you  do  not 
appreciate  the  necessity  of  my  being  here.  But  by-and- 
by,  when  you  grow  up,  you  will  understand  things  better; 
and  when  you  read  in  history,  of  this  war,  and  of  its 
causes  and  objects,  you  will  be  glad  that  your  father. left 
home  when  you  were  a  little  girl,  and  went  forth  to  con- 
tend for  the  right.  You  will  love  me  all  the  more  then, 
and  so  will  all  the  rest  of  my.  children.  This  is  the 
thought  that  encourages  and  consoles  me;  and  then, 
beside  this,  the  consciousness  of  none  other  than  good 
and  pure  motives — and,  above  all,  the  consolation,  from 
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day  to  day,  that  religion  affords  me — all  contribute  to 
make  me  liappy,  even  while  the  constant  longing,  linger- 
ing anxiety  about  my  home  and  family,  keeps  them  every 
moment  in  my  thoughts. 

Try  and  be  good,  Lottie,  if  you  love  me,  and  want  to 
do  what  you  can  to  make  me  happy.  Be  good  to  your 
mother  and  grandmother,  and  brothers  and  sisters.  Try 
to  be  good  to  the  Lord,  and  then  you  will  be  happy  your- 
self, and  everybody  will  love  you;  and  if  I  should  never 
see  you  again  on  earth,  we  shall  meet  in  heaven.  I  pray 
for  you  many  times  every  day,  and  I  want  you  to  pray 
for  yourself  and  me.  Try  to  learn  in  your  books;  go  to 
school,  and  Sunday-school  always,  when  you  can.  Save 
this  letter  until  you  get  old.  Tell  Harry  I  will  write  to 
him  before  long;  and  Freddy,  that  I  mean  to  send  him 
some  pretty  stones  I  have  picked  up  for  him.  Kiss  all 
the  family  for  me,  from  grandma  to  the  baby,  and  love 
them  all.     God  bless  you. 

Father. 

Writing  Home. 
The  gratitude  of  surviving  relatives  for  the  letters  and 
ministrations  of  the  delegates,  cannot  easily  be  expressed. 
From  a  pile  of  letters  of  acknowledgments  before  us, 
we  take,  almost  at  random,  the  two  following,  as  illus- 
trations. 

EoLLiNG  Prairie,  Laporte  Co., 

Indiana,  Dec.  2d,  1864. 
George  H.  Stuart. 

My  Dear  Brother — I  had  charge  of  the  G-eneral 
Field  Hospital,  Chattanooga,  Tennessee.  I  was  sent  for 
in  haste  to  visit  a  noble  young  man  in  Ward  D.     Aa 
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poon  as  lie  saw  me,  lie  said,  "  Chaplain,  I  am  going  to 
die,  and  be  lost,  unless  sometliing  is  done  for  me  soon," 
and  asked  me  to  talk  and  pray  with  him.  After  the 
services  with  him  were  over,  I  exhorted  the  inhabitants 
of  the  tent  to  prepare  for  the  solemn  change,  before 
reason  was  gone.  He  asked  me  to  return  in  two  hours. 
I  did  so;  but,  0  what  a  change.  He  met  me  with  a 
smile.  Said  he,  "Chaplain,  it's  all  right  now.  I  am 
the  Lord's,  and  he  is  mine.  I  am  now  prepared  to  go 
whenever  it  is  the  Lord's  will;  but  pray  again,  and  sing 
for  me."  I  did  so,  with  different  feelings  than  before, 
and  sung 

"S^veet  rivers  of  redeeDiing  love 
Lie  just  before  my  eyes, 
Had  I  the  pinions  of  a  dove, 
I'd  to  those  rivers  rise."  &c. 

He  praised  God.  though  nearly  gone.     He  passed  off 
triumphantly,  in  about  one  hour  and  a  half  more. 
Very  truly  yours, 

John  E.  Newhouse. 

Ips-mcH,*M'ass.,  July  8, 1864. 
Mr.  John  E.  Kewhouse, 

Dear  Sir — We  return  to  you  our  sincere  thanks  for 
the  letter  we  received  from  you  this  morning. 

It  gives  us  great  comfort  to  know  that  the  Lord  Jesus 
was  with  our  son  during  hie  last  hours;  that  He  stood  bv 
him,  and  led  him  gently  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death.  A  comfort  to  us,  also,  while  we  are  mourning 
oitc  loss  so  bitterly,  that  we  may  .meet  him  on  the  other 
side. 

For  his  sake  we  thank  you  for  speaking  with  him.  for 
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singing  with  him;  it  must  have  done  him  so  much  good. 
Yes,  he  was  a  good  boy.  We  all  know  it.  No  mother 
ever  had  a  son  more  faithful  than  he — but  this  is  for  our 
country.  God  grant  we  may  soon  have  peace,  crowned 
with  victory,  which  will  put  an  end  to  these  sud  tidings 
that  every  new  day  now  brings  to  us. 

Yours  very  respectfully. 


New  Glaecy,  June  19, 1SC4. 
Rev.  John  T.  Baird. 

Dear  Sib,  : — It  is  with  the  greatest  pleasure  I 
acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  penned  by  you,  for 
my  poor  weak  and  wounded  son,  but,  to  express  my 
thanks  and  gratitude  to  you  for  so  much  kindness,  will 
be  impossible.  I  will,  together  with  my  wife,  bear  in  mind 
to  our  graves,  your  angel  act  towards  my  boy,  and  for 
the  few  words  of  consolation  administered  to  myself.  I 
pray  God  will  reward  you  for  so  much  kindness,  and  if 
your  family  should  in  the  providence  of  God  need  au 
act  of  humanity,  it  may  be  exuberantly  bestowed. 

I  have  two  sons  in  the  army.  Leonard  is  the  oldest, 
Charles  belongs  to  the  5th  Wisconsin  Battery.  I  sup- 
pose my  poor  wounded  boy  has  told  you  all  about  that, 
it  will  therefore,  be  needless  for  me  to  repeat.  [ 
received  a  letter  from  him  the  same  day  I  heard  from 
Leonard  through  you,  and  thank  God  he  came  out  with- 
out being  hurt.  At  the  time  of  his  penning  that  letter, 
he  knew  nothing  of  his  brother  being  wounded ;  he  saya 
in  his  letter,  "  I  seen  the  22d  Eegiment,  but  did  not  see 
Leonard."    I  presume  he  knows  it,  by  this  time. 
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I  have  two  good  sons,  and  thank  God  for  the  gift. 
But  I  read  that  the  Eternal  God  had  an  only  Son,  "a 
well-beloved  Son,"  whom  he  delivered  up  to  suffer  the 
greatest  indignity  possible,  and  then  die  the  ignominious 
death  of  the  cross.  Jesus'  friends  all  deserted  him. 
Not  So  with  my  son,  God  was  with  him  and  sent  friends 
to  administer  to  his  wants."  Surely  these  are  mercies 
and  should  call  forth  our  humble  thanks.  We  repeat  the 
words  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  say  with  our  whole  heart 
"  Thy  will  be  done,"  having  the  promise  of  God,  that  all 
things  will  work  out  for  good,  to  them  that  love  liim, 
and  keep  his  commandments. 

I  have  faith  to  believe  in  all  God's  promises.  I  also 
believe  that  a  sparrow  cannot  fall  to  the  ground  without 
His  notice,  that  the  hairs  of  our  head  are  all  numbered, 
that  nothing  can  escape  God's  notice.  All  my  hope  is 
in  Him  concerning  this  war,  and  that  we  will  be  victori- 
ous at  last.  My  unseen,  I  cannot  say  unknown,  friend, 
you  have  been  the  good  Samaritan  to  my  poor  boy  in  his 
time  of  need.  What  has  been  done  for  him  has  been  done 
to  me.  But  I  am  afraid  I  am  tedious,  I  could  not 
help  it,  you  will  forgive.  God's  blessing  rest  upon  you 
and  yours,  while  I  remain 

Very  respectfully  yours. 

The  Army  a  Fast  Place. 
There  is  a  large  class  of  the  soldiers  who  have  been 
professors  of  religion  at  home,  but  have  lost  the  lustre 
of  their  hope,  with  the  loss  of  home  privileges.  Many 
and  many  a  time  I  have  heard  the  remark — "I  had  a 
hope,  but  the  army  is  a  poor  place  to  brighten  it."    And 
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among  these  men  is  one  of  the  greatest  works  of  the 
Commission. '  It  carries  personal  sympathy  to  each  Chris- 
tian, and  thus  brings  Christians  together  in  sympathy 
among  themselves.  Soldiers  rarely  sympathize  together 
in  their  religious  feelings,  without  some  one  to  take  the 
lead;  and  this  is  just  what  the  Christian  Commission 
does.  And  this  is  the  reason  why  laborers  here  find 
more  encouragement  than  at  home.  Their  presence  and 
influence  satisfies  a  want  that  nothing  else  reaches;  and, 
too,  the  progress  of  Christians  is  more  manifest  than  at 
home,  where  these  outside  influences  are  less  rare.  The 
army  is  a/as^  place.  Soldiers  morally  travel  the  upward 
road,  or  the  downward  road — whichever  they  may  have 
chosen — much  faster  than  their  friends  at  home.  And  as 
vice  is  spontaneous,  while  virtue  needs  culture,  the  work 
of  the  Christian  Commission  cannot  be  too  widely  spread, 
or  too  closely  followed  up.  This  is  the  testimony  of  offi- 
cers, high  and  low,  who,  without  exception,  treated  us 
with  marked  respect. 

Edward  P.  Wild, 

(Of  Bangor  Seminary)  Brookfield,  Yt. 


girmg  of  tlie  ^henanioah. 

The  Wounded. 
Most  of  the  time  of  my  service  acted  as  agent  for  the 
Commission,  at  Martinsburg,  W.  Va.  Labored  among  the 
eick  and  wounded,  as  they  were  brought  in  from  the 
front.  They  usually  arrived  there  in  the  evening,  after 
riding  all  day  over  the  rough  pike,  in  the  common  army 
wagons.     We  met  them  at  the  wagons,  assisted  in  getting 


82 

tliem  into  the  churches  used  as  hospitals,  and  then  sup- 
plied them  with  hot  tea  or  coffee,  and  food;  assisted  in 
dressing  their  wounds,  &c. 

As  they  were  kept  here  but  for  a  short  time,  \intil  they 
could  be  put  upon  the  cars  to  be  sent  further  east,  no 
good  accommodations  had  been  prepared  for  them — not 
even  arrangements  to  supply  them  promptly  with  rations 
— and  a  delegate  could  feel,  as  he  labored,  that  he  was 
really  doing  something  to  save  suffering. 

Many  of  them  told  us  that  they  thought  they  could  not 
have  lived  without  our  attention.  We  also  assisted  in  fix- 
ino-  them  comfortably  on  the  cars,  and  either  furnishing 
them  with  food,  or  seeing  that  the  Government  officers 
did  so.  Never  have  I  seen  such  immediate  results  from 
my  efforts  to  do  good, 


'  groolilp  and  Son^  Jsland 

The  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island  Christian  Commission 
was  organized  in  March,  1864.  Our  object  is  to  inter- 
est all  the  Christian  Churches  and  people  of  Brooklyn 
and  Long  Island  in  the  most  efficient  cooperation  practi- 
cable, Avith  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  and 
other  Christian  organizations,  in  supplying  religious 
teachers  and  helpers,  and  religious  and  moral  training  to 
the  army  and  navy,  and  to  any  others  whom  the  events 
of  the  war  may  commit  to  our  ministry. 

Six  Montlis'  Work. 
Our  first  six  months'  work  includes  the  sending  to  the 
front  over   a  hundred  delegates,  who  have  carried  cou- 


polation  and  instruction  to  thousands  in  the  camp.  They 
hive  taken  up  the  wounded  from  the  battle-field — dress- 
ed their  wounds,  given  them  drink  and  nourishment — 
spoken  to  them  words  of  cheer,  prayed  with  them,  and 
directed  them  to  the  cross  of  Christ.  They  have  sat 
down  on  the  ground,  and  taken  from  their  dying  lips 
their  last  messages  to  transmit  to  their  homes — have 
closed  their  eyes,  and  committed  them,  with  prayers,  to 
their  last  resting-place.  No  father  or  brother  could  have 
done  more  for  them.  The  delegates  have  also  held  meet- 
ings for  prayer  and  exhortation;  and  hundreds,  we  have 
reason  to  think,  have  been  converted.  The  report  of  the 
good  done  can  never  be  made  out  until  the  Judgment- 
day.  Thousands  of  books,  including  Bibles,  Testaments, 
and  other  valuable  religious  works,  have  been  distributed. 
They  have  been  most  gratefully  received,  and,  we  doubt 
not,  profitably  perused. 

H&vy  Work. 
Having  in  charge  the  Brooklyn  Navy  Yard,  where 
most  oi'  our  Government  Ships  come  and  go — thus  aiford- 
ing  a  vast  field  for  Christian  labor — we  have  distributed 
a  large  amount  of  reading  matter,  including  volumes  of 
great  interest,  to  from  thirty  to  fifty  thousand  seamen 
and  officers. 

Oitr  Constituency  and  Co-workers. 
Every  church  should  bear  a  part  in  this  blessed  work. 
Tlieir  prayers  and  contributions  are  needed.  Every 
Sunday-school  also  might  do  the  same.  Already  many 
of  them  have  entered  upon  tbe  work.  In  the  success  of 
this   great  struggle,  who  are  so  much  interested  as  our 
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children  and  youth  ?  Lot  them  show  their  interest  in 
efforts  to  comfort  and  bless  those  who  are  sacrificing 
their  lives  to  preserve  to  them  the  noblest  inheritance 
of  Earth. 

Our  Wants. 

We  need  Delegates.  Men  of  the  right  stamp;  the 
working  men  of  our  churches ;  full  of  zeal ;  with  tact  and 
good  common  sense;  ready  to  embark  for  six  weeks,  or 
more,  in  this  most  blessed  but  self  denying  work.  They 
should  come  recommended  by  their  pastors. 

We  need  Funds:  not  only  to  use  directly  in  our  work, 
but  to  help  forward  the  great  cause,  which  the  Central 
Commission  at  Philadelphia  are  prosecuting.  Think  of 
half  a  million  of  men  in  our  Army  and  Navy,  to  be 
supplied  with  Christian  influences!  How  large  an  out- 
lay it  must  require ! 

We  n.eed  Covifort-Bags  and  Housewives.  These,  in 
one  sense,  are  a  means  of  grace.  They  open  the  way  to 
the  heart's  sympathies,  and  are  a  blessed  preface  to  a 
higher  ministration. 

We  need  hooks  :  Religious  books,  of  course;  but  others 
also:  all  kinds  that  are  instructive,  entertaining,  and 
useful;  such  as  History,  Biography,  Travels,  and  Tales 
of  good  moral  tendency;  in  fact,  just  such  kind  of 
books  as  intelligent  families  are  accustomed  to  place  in 
their  libraries.  Illustrated  papers  and  magazines,  both 
weekly  and  monthly,  are  very  much  needed. 

We  need  the  prayers  of  Chrtsticms.  In  vain  we  labor 
to  build  the  house,  except  God  build  it.  That  he  will, 
in  answer  to  prayer,  we  have  no  doubt.     And  henoe  we 
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ask  the  prayers  of  the  good,  that  "our  labor  may  not  be 
in  vain  in  the  Lord." 


n^  €hxtmmii  '§rmxch 

Business  of  tlie  Year. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Cincinnati  Branch  of  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission,  held  on  Tuesday  evening  at  the 
residence  of  A.  E.  Chamberlain,  Esq.,  Chairman,  a 
report  was  presented  showing  the  business  of  the  last 
year,  of  which  the  following  is  a  summary: 
Cash  received  ....  $48,044  23 
Total  expenditures       .  .  .  42,673  62 

Stores  donated  and  purchased        .  .      170,000  00 

soldiers'  reading. 
Copies  of  Scriptures  distributed         .  ,         56,697 

Soldiers'  hymn-books     .  .  ,  77,204 

Knapsack  books        ....       451,747 
Library  books  .  .  ,  21,260 

Magazines  and  pamphlets  .  ,  9,869 

Religious  papers  .  .  .  1,145,674 

Secular  papers         .  .  .  ..  46,800 

Pages  of  tracts  .  «  .  1,571,921 

Reams  of  paper      ....  1,633 

Envelopes  .  .  .  289,375 

The  total  business  of  the  year  amounts  to  over  two 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  To  disburse  this  large  amount 
hag  cost  the  Commission  about  one  per  cent,  of  the 
receipts,  which  is  certainly  a  very  economical  manage- 
ment.    The   railroads    have  carried  the    delegates  and 
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mucli  of  the  freiglit  free;  the  express  and  tclegi-aph 
companies  have  also  made  very  large  contributions;  thus 
enabling  the  Commission  to  devote  its  entire  means 
almost  to  the  soldiers.  The  Bixrnet  House  has  enter- 
tained d'^logat^s  free  of  charge  from  the  commencement 
of  the  -w?.r — a  very  large  contribution.  The  funds  of  the 
CoraTTjiiision  are  now  low,  and  an  earnest  appeal  is  made 
to  the  public  for  help. 


Fovel  Contributions. 
Mr.  E.  W.  Sinclair,  of  Central  City,  Cohrarlo  Terri 
tory.  seridf^  scrip  of  Wyandott  Lode,  No.  4,  value  foi 
$500:  ajid  by  the  same  mail  we  receive  from  'Messrs. 
Hucks  &  Lambert,  of  San  Francisco,  an  invoice  of  a 
hundred  barrels  of  Axle  Grease  to  lubricate  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Christian  Commission. 


THE  te:ae"e:sghving  collection. 

Many  churches  have  no  service  on  thanksgiving ;  and 
some  have  time-honored  local  charities,  which  they  could 
not  well  neglect.  "Will  such  congregations  kindly  remem- 
ber our  brave  suffering  soldiers  and  sailors,  on  the  Sab- 
bath after  receiving  this  tract,  and  send  their  collections 
at  once  to  the  nearest  branch  of  the  Commission  ?  See 
list  on  page  2  of  cover. 


INFORMATION  AND  INSTRUCTION  ABOUT  SUPPLIES. 


All  jrood  and  suitable  stores  are  welcomed,  and  all  necessary  freight  and 
chai  i£es  pwid  on  them  by  the  Commission,  and  are  distributed  by  delegates  of 
the  Christian  Commission  personally. 

WHAT  TO  SEND. — Monet,  by  all  means,  if  possible.  We  need  funds  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  our  delegates  and  laborers  in  the  field;  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  tracts,  papers,  and  for  the  purchase  of  delicacies  and  comforts  not 
sent  by  your  loTing  hearts,  which  are  very  necessary  for  distribution  in  the 
hospitals. 

The  Special  Diet  Kitchens,  connected  with  the  largest  hospitals,  now  in  suo 
cessful  operation,  where  delicacies  and  wholesome  dishes  are  prepared  for  the 
sick  soldier,  with  the  same  care  and  skill  as  at  home,  by  the  ladies  employed 
in  the  Diet  Kitchens  by  the  Christian  Commission,  involve  a  large  increase  of 
labor  and  outlay  of  stores  and  funds.  We  appeal  to  the  friends  of  the  soldier 
at  home,  to  meet  this  great,  but  necessary  expense. 

Cotton  Shirts,  Cotton  Drawers,  Canton  Flannel  Shirts  and  Drawers,  Surgical 
Shirts  and  Drawers,  (with  tape  strings  to  tie,  instead  of  seams  at  the  sides,) 
Large  Cotton  Drawers,  (to  wear  indoors  as  pants.)  Dressing-Gowns,  Slippers, 
(if  of  cloth  or  carpet,  with  thick  soles,)  Sheets.  Pillow-cases,  Bed-ticks,  (sing'e, 
lor  filling  with  straw,)  Pillovrs,  Pads  for  fractured  limbs,  Ring-pwls  for 
wounds.  Fans,  Netting  to  protect  from  flies,  Housewives  stored  with  needles, 
thread,  buttons,  pins,  Ac,  Handkerchiefs,  Wa.sh-rag8,  Old  Linen. 

Oatmeal,  Farina,  Corn-starch,  Dried  Rusk.  Jellies,  Soda  Biscuit,  Butter 
Cra(i<ei-s,  Boston  Crackers, Pickles,  Jams, Onions  in  barrels,  Apples  in  barrels. 
Cranberries.  Dried  Fruits.  Eggs  are  always  needed.  They  should  be  care- 
fully packed  in  boxes  large  enough  to  hold  about  100  dozen,  made  with  han- 
dles projecting  from  each  end,  made  strong  and  packed  full,  well  shaken 
down  as  they  are  packed,  and  sent  by  express.  Good  Black  Tea,  Chocolatfa, 
Lemons,  Syrups.    AH  preparations  of  the  blackberry  are  of  double  value. 

(jood  Brandy,  Madeira  Wine,  Port  Wine,  Cordials.  Domestic  wines  are  ex- 
cellent in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  summer. 

Stauonert  is  much  needed,  paper,  envelopes  and  pencils.  Send  the  best 
"Books,  Magazines,  Periodicals,  Pictorials,  and  late  newspapers. 

HOW  TO  PACK. — Pack  in  boxes.  Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well. 
Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  that  two  cannot  conveniently  lift  them  iuto  a 
wagon  Pack  eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack  perishable  articles,  such 
as  orange.s,  lemons,  brnad,  cakes,  nor  jars  of  jellies  and  jams,  with  other 
goods.  Bottles  and  Jars  sliould,  when  possib'e,  be  packed  in  boxes  by  them- 
selves, well  filled  with  saw  dust  or  straw.  Never  pack  Clotljiug,  or  Dried 
Fruits  and  Berries,  with  goods  that  are  liable  to  break  and  spill.  Tin  cans 
should  be  .'soldered;  all  other  modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and 
fijmly  bound  with  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed  closely  in 
saw-dust  or  hay,  in  boxes,  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and  a  half  in  a  box,  and 
nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  handling.  Jellies  in  tumblers,  covered  with 
paper,  and  wines,  cordials,  &c.,  in  bottles,  with  paper  or  other  poor  stoppers, 
are  liable  to  spill  out,  and  if  packed  with  other  things,  sure  to  injure  them. 

HOW  TO  MARK. — Mark  in  plain  letters  and  figures,  with  paint  or  ink  on 
the  boards — cards  rub  off.  On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the  box,  according 
to  the  number  sent  by  you  in  all,  numbering  your  first  bo.x  *1,  your  second  *2, 
your  third  *3,  and  so  on  from  the  first  sent  to  the  last.  On  another  corner, 
mark  each  box,  as  from  your  Society,  giving  the  name,  and  have  it  conspiou- 

OUSLY  ADDRESSED   10  THE  MOST   CONVENIENT   BRANCH   OF  THE  U.  S.  CHKISTlAiV 
CO.yMlSSION,  AS  DIRECTED  ON  THE  NEXT  PAGE. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  akso  send  an  invoice  or  list 
by  mail,  on  paper,  the  comaion  letter  sheet  size,  written  only  on  one  .side, 
specifying  each  barrel  or  box  by  number,  and  giving  the  contents  of  each  by 
itself.  Give  your  own  name\and  Post-office  in  full,  with  the  name  of  your 
St;ite.  Place  also  another  listlor  invoice  of  the  same  kind  in  the  box,  under 
the  lid.  \ 


OF   THE 

TJ.  S.  Cliristiaii  Coinniission, 

EESIDING  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 


Bev.  ROLLIN  H.  NEALE,  D.  D..  Boston,  Mass. 

CHARLES  DEMOND.  Esq..  Boston.  Mass. 

Hon.  GEORGE  F.  PATTON",  Bath.  Me. 

Rev.  Col.  JAMES  PIKE,  Sanbornton  Bridge,  K  H. 

Hon.  ERASTUS  FAIRBAlSrKS,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  FRANCIS  WAYLAJTD.  D.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  W.  A.  BUCKINGHAM,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  New  England, 
CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  91  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

BOSTON  BRANCH  OFFICE,  91  WASHINGTON  STEEET. 


The  Christian  CommifiRion  has  constant  need  of  money,  stores,  and  delegates. 

If  every  church  in  New  England  will  hold  a  prayer  meeting  for  the  country 
en  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  each  month,  and  take  a  collection  for  the 
Christian  Commission,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  raised,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  be  obtained  for  our  land. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  each  town  will  also  gather  up  consider- 
able money,  and  secure  large  contributions  of  stores. 

Union  meetings,  addressed  by  delegates,  will  assist  much. 

All  who  desire  to  go  as  delegates,  who  wish  for  speakers  to  address  meet- 
ings, for  documents  and  information,  mav  write  to 

CIIAKLES  UEMOND,  91  Washington  St.,  Boston. 

Let  every  patriot  and  Christian  who  shall  see  this,  do  what  he  can  to  secure 
the  above  named  agencies,  remembering  that  he  can  thus  not  only  send  bodily 
comforts  to  the  noble  men  who  are  suffering  in  his  behalf,  but  also  help  to 
lead  them  to  Christ,  who  died  for  us  all. 

While  our  country  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  stiife,  every  true  man.  woman 
and  child,  will  rejoice  to  enlist  for  the  war  in  such  a  work  as  he  may  do  for 
bis  country  and  his  God. 

Money  and  stores  may  be  sent,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  to  either  of  the 
following  gentlemen  : — 

Portland.  Me — Money  to  Cyrus  Sturdivant,  90  Commercial  St.  Stores  and 
Letters  to  Thomas  R.  Hayes,  110  Middle  St. 

Bath,  Me.. — Money  to  G.  H.  Palmer,  Treasurer.  Stores  and  Letters  to  Chas. 
Douglass,  Chairman. 

Bangor,  Me. — Money,  Letters,  and  Stores  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 

£nxt<m.— Stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland.  Tremont  Temple.  Money  to  Joseph  Story, 
112  Tremont  Street,  or  to  Charles  Demoud. 
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FOR 


ARMY    MEETINGS, 


In  many  places  the  fourth  Sabbatli  evening  of  tho  month  is  devoted  to  n 
tlnion  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  tho  Army  and  Navy.  Tho  deepest  in- 
toruat  has  been  excited  by  these  meetings.  It  is  humbly  sujrgestod  to  all  who 
bollijvo  in  tho  power  of  prayer,  to  form  sach  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  onr 
nation's  destiny.  This  tract  is  (.■ompiled  with  the  view  of  affording  information 
for  those  Army  Meetings.    I'le^wo  circulate  it. 


JANUAHY,   1865. 


GEOEQE  II.  STUART,  Esq ,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON',  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

liev.  W.  E.  BOARDMAX,  Sccretarij. 

Eev.  LEMUEL  MOSS,  Secrctanj  Home  Organization. 

Eov.  BERITICB   D.  AJ.IES,  Secretary  Field  Organization. 


d'^tniim  €mv:iixiiu. 


GEO.  n.  STUART,  Eaq.,  Philadelphia, 
llov, Bishop  E.  S.  JANES,  D.  D.,  N.  Y. 
C.  DllMaXD,  Ejq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
JNO.  ?.  CnOZail,  Ei^.,  Philadelphia. 
J-VYCOOKH,  Esq., 
JOSEPH  PATTr.r.SON,  Esq.,    » 
llov.  Bishop  II.  Simpson,  D.D.,  " 


STEPHEN  COL-VTELL,  Esq.,  Philada. 
V.'ILLIAM  C.  DODGE,  Esq.,  Now  York. 
Iter.  ItEMAN  DYEU,  D.D.,  " 
'.V.S.GriIFFITn3,E3q.,Brooklyn,N.V. 
a.  S.  Gr.irFITIia,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
II.  G.  .TOXCS,  Esq.,  PhibAlcIphia. 
\Y.  E.  BOASDJIAN,  E.x.  Ou.,  Philada. 


j.is.  E,  EOEOsr.s,  PE.,  12  A?;i)  6-1  korik  tism  ex.,  puiLASi. 


COMMUlflOATIOITS  AlH)    CONTEIBUTIONS 

May  be  sent  to  any  of  the  following  places,  as  may  be  most  convenient. 

PHILADELPHIA.— Letters  to  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Mosa,  or 
Rev.  Bernice  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street;  money  to  Joseph  Patterson,  at  the 
Western  Bank :  stores  to  George  H.  Stuart,  11  Bank  Street. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  Xhos.  W.  Olcott;  letters  to  Levi  Dedrick;  mo- 
ney to  \Vm.  McElroy. 

BALTIMORE.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McJilton,  D.D. ;  money  to  Rev.  G.  P.  Hays ; 
stores  to  G.  S.GritHth,  89  &  91  West  Baltimore  Street. 

BANGOR,  ME. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 

BOSTON. — Letters  to  C.  Demond,  91  Washington  Street;  money  to  Joseph 
Storev,  112  Tremont  Street,  stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Tremont  Temple. 

BROOKLYN,  L.  I.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D.;  supplies  to  W.  S. 
Griffith,  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell.     Rooms,  16  Court  Street. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Letters  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  to  P.  Gridley;  supplies  t« 
J.  D.  Hill,  M.  D.     Commission  Rooms  at  41  Pearl  St. 

CHICAGO.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801 ;  money  to  John  E.  Far- 
well  :  supplies  to  Rooms  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Methodist  Church  Block. 

CINCINNATI. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay;  money  and  supplies  to  A.  E. 
Chamberlain,  .51  Vine  Street. 

CLEVELAND,  0.— Letters  to  L.  F.  Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather;  supplies 
to  Stillman  Witt. 

DETROIT,  MICH.— Letters  and  money  to  C.  F.  Clarke,  stores  to  E.  C.  Walker. 

FREDERICK,  MD. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Baiitz. 

HAGERSTOWN,  MD.— Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  J.TEvans. 

HARTFORD :  Cnnnectieut  Brancli — Letters  to  Rev.  H.  Powers ;  money  to  A. 
G.  Hammond,  Exchange  Bank;  supplies  to  Rooms  of  Ladies'  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society,  87  Asylum  Street. 

HARRISBURG,  PA. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  to  C.N.Todd;  money  to  James  M.  Ray ;  sup- 
plies to  G.  W.  Clippinger. 

LAMBERTVILLE,  N.  J. — Supplies  and  money  to  J.  A.  Anderson;  letters  *• 
C.  Pierson. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward  Hardy,  care 
of  J.  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Main  Street. 

MILWAUKEE,  WIS.— Letters  to  D.  W.  Perkins;  money  to  John  A.  Butcher, 
stores  to  Walter  S.  Carter,  cai-e  Dutcher,  Ball  &  Goodrich,  103  E.  Water  St. 

NEW  YORK.— Letters  and  supplies  to  Dr.  N.  Bishop;  Rooms  U.  S.  C.  C,  30 
Bible  House;  money  to  James  M.  Brown,  59  Wall  Street. 

PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  to  Theo.  Higbee ;  letters  and  supplies  to  Wm.  Reynolds. 
Rooms  10  South  Adams  Street  (up-stairs.) 

PITTSBURG,  PA.— Letters  to  Robert  C.  Totten:  money  to  Wm.  Frew,  Jaa. 
McCally  &  Co.,  172  Wood  St.;  Stores  to  Wm.  P.  Weyman,  79  Smithfleld  St. 

PORTLAND,  ME. — Letters  and  supplies  to  Thomas  R.  Hayes;  money  to  C. 
Sturdivant. 

PORTLAND,  OREGON.— W.  S.  Ladd,  Treasurer;  of  firm  of  Ladd  &  Tilton. 
Letters  to  Rev.  G.  H.  Atkinson. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Money  to  W.  Yernon ;  letters  and  supplies  to  W.  J.  King. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Money  and  supplies  to  Oliver  D.  Grosvenor,  75  State  St. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 
McDonald ;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 

ST.  LOUIS. — Money  to  Edwin  Ticknor ;  Letters  and  supplies  to  Rev.  J.  H. 
Parsons,  Cor.  Secretary  Christian'Commission  Rooms  under  Lindell  Hotel.. 

ST.  PAUL'S.  MINN.— Letters  to  H.  M.  Knox;  money  to  D.  D.  Merrill;  sup- 
plies to  D.  W.  Ingersoll. 

SAN  FRANCISCO.- Letters  to  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  711  Mission  St.,  money  to  P. 
Sather,  (Sather  &  Co.,)  supplies  to  J.  B.  Roberts,  215  California  St. 

TROY,  N.  Y.— Letters  and  money  to  F.  P.  Allen;  supplies  to  J.  H.  Willard. 

OTICA,  N.  Y. — Letters,  money,  and  supplies  to  R.  S.  Williams,  Treasurs 
Army  Com.  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  Oneida  Bank. 

VIRGINIA,  NEV. — Letters  and  money  to  Rev.  Franklin  Rising. 

WASlllNii'lON,  D.  C. — Letters,  monev,  and  supplies  to  William  Ballantyne, 
498  Se\<'iith  Mjoet,  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  SCO  U  St. 

WHEELING,  W.  Y. — Letters,  money  and  supplies  to  R.  Crangle. 


INFORMAl^ION 


I'OR 


JANUARY  MEETINGS. 


In'tay  of  tlie  ^otonns. 

An  OiSc^r's  Appeal  for  the  Gospel. 
Since  the  memorable  message  of  Cornelius  tlie  Ceii'> 
turian  to  tlie  Apostle  Peter,  we  have  seen  nothing  of  the 
kind  so  noteVTOrthy,  as  the  following  letter  from  an  officer 
of  high  position  in  the  regular  army,  at  the  head-quarters 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  Whether  we  consider  the 
position  of  the  writer,  the  force  of  the  arguments,  the 
fervor  of  its  spirit,  or  the  novelty  of  a  soldier  pleading 
with  ministers  of  Christ  to  give  the  gospel  to  the  army, 
we  must  be  deeply  impressed  by  it.  It  was  read  to  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Christian  Commission  oa 
the  day  that  a  proposal  to  supply  over  two  hundred  cha* 
pel-tents,  at  a  cost  of  8123,000,  Was  under  consideration* 
\Ye  need  scarcely  say  that  the  decision  to  supply  thenij. 


if  the  cturcli  would  raise  the  mt^ans,  was  unanimous. 
Mr.  Morris  K.  Jessup's  plan  of  asking  each  church  to 
buy  a  tent,  to  be  inscribed  with  its  name,  was  sinmltar- 
neously,  and  without  consultation,  proposed  and  acted 
on  by  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Tuscarora,  Pa.,  and 
the  Thompson  Tuscarora  Tabernacle  is  now  on  its  way 
to  Nashville.  Thus  the  Lord  has  been  preparing  soldiers 
to  ask  for,  and  the  churches  to  give,  the  means  of  grace. 
Let  every  church  send  on  speedily  its  camp  chapel-tent 
and  every  town  an  able  preacher  for  six  weeks  to  occupy 
it. 

The  Christian  Commission  and  its  Work. 

It  lias  never  been  my  pleasure  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  listening  to  the  claims  of  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission,  as  presented  by  any  of  its  agents.  Almost 
constant  field  service  during  the  war,  has  precluded  the 
possibility  of  my  becoming  acquainted  with  the  feelings 
of  Christians  North  towards  the  Commission.  How  do 
you  estimate  the  importance  of  its  operation?  If  the  re- 
j^ults  of  its  work  have  been  communicated,  very  great  in- 
terest must  have  been  excited  therein. 

I  fear,  however,  that  the  sympathy  of  the  churches  in 
the  workings  of  the  Commission,  is  not  proportionate  te 
the  interest  they  may  feel  in  the  result  of  its  labors. 

Hard  to  got  Preachers. 

I  am  led  to  infer  this  from  the  fact,  as  I  have  learned, 
that  it  is  very  difficult  to  secure,  not  money,  but  the  eer- 
\ice3  of  the  right  kind  of  preachers,  for  the  most  limited 
period  prescribed  by  the  regulations  of  the  Commission. 

What  is  the  reason  of  this?  One  might  inquire  if  it 
be  from  lack  of  pntriotisul ;  but,  Trhcnever  I  have  been 
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North,  I  have  found  ray  Christian  friends  there  especially 
anxious  that  this  war  should  be  fought  out  to  the  most 
bitter  end.  In  every  prayer-meeting  I  heard  most  ear- 
nest prayers  offered  for  the  efficiency  of  our  armies — for 
the  spiritual,  as  well  as  the  temporal  good  of  the  soldierj 
especially  for  the  sick  and  wounded  of  their  number.  Is 
not  this  patriotic?  Is  it  not  very  kind  that  the  soldier 
should  Ibe  thus  remembered  ?  Then,  look  at  the  dona- 
tions that  are  made  to  the  Christian  and  Sanitary  Com- 
missions. Are  they  not  magnificent  specimens  of  bene- 
ficence? It  would  seem  60.  All  these  are  certainly  most 
commendable;  and  were  the  like  done  in  behalf  of  any 
other  cause,  it  would  be  marvellously  virtuous. 

Praying  is  ETeither  Fighting  nor  Preaching. 

But,  in  this  case,  suppose  all  should  pray  for  the  coun- 
try, make  donations,  and  hope  that  the  war  would  bo 
vigorously  prosecuted — and  do  noildivj  more.  If  that 
would  do  the  work,  how  gladly  would  our  brave  soldiers 
do  all  this  over  and  over  again,  in  lieu  of  the  terrible 
hardships  and  exposures  of  their  present  life,  nor  think 
themselves  either  patriotic  or  benevolent! 

In  order  to  m  lintain  that  great  and  holy  struggle,  it  is 
necessary  that  a  certain  aggregate  number  of  citizens 
shall  be  in  the  field,  denying  themselves  of  all  that  is  da- 
sirable  in  life  while  they  live,  and  ready  in  any  moment 
to  sacrifice  that  for  which  a  man  will  give  all  that  he 
hath. 

Your  Business. 

It  would  be  very  dilficult  to  select  those  who,  more 
than  som3  others,  oujht  to  make  this  sacrifice.  My 
country   is   equally   your    country,    and    your    country 


OB 

ig  equally  my  eountrj.  The  object  for  which  we  are 
fighting  is  equally  deai'  to  each,  and  is  common  to 
all.  Every  citizen  owes,  if  need  be,  his  life  to  his 
country.  If,  to  avert  from  all  a  general  danger,  cer- 
tain particular  citizens  nobly  volunteer  their  services 
and  their  lives  on  the  battle-field,  would  you  call  it 
benevolence,  when  some  of  the  rest,  who  are  to  share 
equally  the  reward  won  by  the  heroic  few,  donate  a  few 
dollars  to  relieve  the  hardships  of  their  brave  defenders? 
Do  they  not  owe  every  thing  they  have,  even  to  their 
very  lives,  to  those  who  are  fighting  their  battles,  though 
under  no  more  obligation  to  do  so  than  their  fellow-citi- 
xens,  who  practically  have  not  sacrificed  one  accustomed 
luxury  for  their  country's  good  ?  Are  not  all  citizens^ 
and  especially  Christian  citizens,  not  in  the  army,  under 
the  deepest  obligations,  demanded  alike  by  common  gra- 
titude and  justice,  to  contribute  all  that  may  be  expedient 
to  promote  the  benefit  of  those  noble  men  who  soon  may 
lie  heavily  and  cold  on  the  bloody  field,  ^/br  them? 

Can't  Spare  our  Pastor. 

And  yet  there  are  some  very  patriotic  churches  which 
"  don't  feel  able  to  spare  our  pastor,  to  preach  to  the  sol- 
diere  in  the  army,  for  more  than  two  weeks  at  most;"  al- 
though mean  while  good  supplies  might  be  obtained  to 
preach  quite  as  usefully  at  home.  The  cushioned  seats 
Avould  remain  quite  as  soft,  and  the  temperature  of 
the  building  would  be  just  as  nicely  regulated,  as  if  the 
pastor  preached  in  his  accustomed  place. 


No  Prayer-Meeting'  for  Three  Years. 

Not  a  week  ago,  I  lieard  a  Christian  soldier  state,  in 
one  of  our  camp  prayer-meetings: — "I  liavo  been  in  the 
army  three  years,  and  this  is  the  first  privilege  of  this 
kind  that  I  have  enjoyed."  All  this  time  the  brethren 
of  his  own  church  had  not  been  deprived  of  a  single  ser- 
vice in  consequence  of  the  war.  They  had,  indeed, 
prayed  for  their  brethren  in  the  army,  but  did  not  feel 
able  to  spare  their  pastor,  to  go  and  preach  to  their  breth- 
ren in  the  army'  though  they  were  spiritually  starving 
and  dying  in  defence  of  the  religious  luxuries  of  those 
staying  at  home. 

I  am  sure  it  is  only  necessary  for  the  churches  at  home 
to  get  a  correct  view  of  the  facts,  to  secure  the  most 
prompt  and  unreserved  co-operation  with  the  Commission 
in  every  particular. 

An  Eye-Witness. 
Having  held  official  positions  in  the  field,  both  East 
and  West,  which  allowed  of  very  extensive  observation, 
and  having  never  in  any  way  been  connected  with  the 
Commission,  my  opinions  concerning  it  are  perfectly  in- 
dependent: they  are  presented  on  my  own  responsibility, 
in  the  hope  that  they  may  help  the  churches  to  form  a 
just  appreciation  of  their  duties  and  the  privileges  in  con- 
nection with  the  work  under  consideration. 

An  Open  Door. 

The  advantages  which  the  army  offers  during  the  win- 
ter as  a  field  of  Christian  labor  are  unparalleXed. 

At  vast  expense,  we  send  missionaries  to  preach  the 


8 

gospel  in  China  and  India,  where,  before  one  idea  can  Ik-. 
communicated  to  the  people,  weary  months  must  be  epeat 
in  the  study  of  the  language.  After  this  is  partially  ao- 
(jiUired,  through  innumerable  difficulti(?s,  the  missionary 
aucceeds  in  collecting  perhaps  an  audience,  here  and 
there,  of  children,  vromeu,  and  men,  of  by  no  means  tho 
most  intelligent  clas3.  The  good  work  is  one  eminently  of 
faith  and  patience.  The  city  pastor  has  an  audience  alike 
oomposcd  of  dlfFerept  classes  and  grades,  of  such  variety, 
that  on  many  subjects  it  is  difficult  to  address  more  than 
a  small  per  centage  of  the  audience  directly  at  the  same 
time.  Then  there  are  many  who  are  too  young,  and 
many  others  too  old,  to  afford  much  probability  of  Buc- 
oessful  fruition  of  the  seed,  no  matter  how  earnestly  ifc 
may  have  been  scattered. 

All,  whether  young  or  old,  and  of  every  class,  are  more 
or  less  prc-oecupied  by  the  various  occupations  and  ex- 
citements of  city  life,  tending  to  preclude  meditation  on 
divine  things. 

A  Sele3t3d  Congregation. 

If  that  pastor  visit  tho  army,  as  a  delegate  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  he  may  go  from  one  end  of  the 
lino  to  the  other,  and  throughout  the  entire  army  he  will 
find  but  one  style  of  audience;  and  that  of  tho  best  pos- 
sible class,  in  this — it  consists  almost  cxclusivrJij  ofyouruj 
men.  They  possess  good  average  inteiligence;  are  not 
pre-occupied;  are  not  harassed  by  family  cares;  they 
are  provided  for;  they  have  simply  to  obey  orders  when 
they  come,  and  in  the  interim,  have  to  endure  so  raucli 
weaiisomo  monotony,  that  many  who  would  not  take  tho 
trouble  to  attend  church  when  at  home,  would  now  glad- 
ly listen  to  any  thing  or  any  body. 


Soldiers  Think. 
Tlie  soldier's  life,  thougli  not  favorable  for  reading,  is 
very  conducive  to  reflection.  The  drum  beats,  and  he 
awakes,  or  gets  liis  rations,  or  goes  to  bed,  as  tbe"  case 
may  be,  until  it  beats  again.  Without  need  for  farther 
thought  or  care,  he  is  (in  winter-quarters)  "  as  if  he  wero 
a  boy  again."  Their  life  is  thus  favorable  both  to  atten- 
tion and  reflection.  Of  similar  age,  with  common  pur- 
suits and  dangers,  they  have  common  tasfes  and  feelings. 
What  is  adapted  to  one,  suits  all. 

No  Half-Full  Meetings. 

The  soldiers  are  willing  to  hear  the  truth.  I  have 
never  attended  a  meeting  held  by  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion that  was  only  half  full.  As  a  rule,  they  are  over- 
flowing, even  where  they  are  held  every  evening  in  the 
week. 

Uo  Stereotyped.  Meetings. 

It  seems  impossible  to  have  meetings  conducted  in  the 
uniform  style  so  common  in  the  churches  North.  Al- 
ways, after  the  first  few  meetings,  a  spirit  of  deep  interest 
ia  awakened,  taking  on  the  character  of  what  is  termed  a 
revival. 

Home  and  Sabbatli-Scliool, 

This,  I  think,  is  attributable  to  the  fact  that  the  ma- 
jority of  our  soldiers  have  once  been  under  the  influence 
of  Sabbath-schoola  or  Christian  homes,  so  that  the  buried 
Bced  has  only  to  be  a  little  watered,  and  it  springs  up 
with  a  freshness  that  is  truly  reviving  to  witness.  It 
matters  not  how  profane  and  irreverent  they  may  have 
hccome,  with  the  soldier  as  with  the  sailor,  the  memories 
1* 
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of  homo  and  the  Sabbath-scliool  arc  very  sacred,  and  even 
though  nothing  that  is  said  may  in  itself  interest  them, 
there  is  always  one  certain  clue;  let  something  be  said 
which  shall  awaken  their  early  associations,  and  their 
feelings  are  immediately  enlisted.  They  will  never  "go 
back,"  as  they  term  it,  ou  their  '"bringing  up." 

/ 

Deatii  EeaL 
At  home,  should  they  be  addressed  on  the  uncertainty 
of  life,  youth  and  growing  strength  form  a  never-failing 
shield  on  which  these  admonitions  are  received  j  but 
here,  touch  that  point  ever  so  delicately,  and  every  word 
brings  up  visioos  ot  dead  comrades  and  hair-breadth 
escapes,  to  supersede  any  argument  on  that  question. 
Death  is  to  them  as  much  a  reality  as  life  is. 

"V7ant3  Something  to  Love. 
The  condition  of  the  soldier  exhibits  an  advantage  for 
the  reception  of  truth,  like  to  that  which  grows  out  of 
bereavement.  So  long  has  he  been  absent  from  those  he 
loves,  he  begins  to  think  of  them  with  those  who  were 
dead  long  ago;  and  as  at  midnight  hour,  beneath  the  si- 
lent stars,  he  keeps  his  lonely  watoh,  ho  comes,  more  than 
other  men,  to  feci  the  want  of  something  to  love.  In 
this  yearning  mood,  the  soul  is  very  apt  to  feel  after  God. 
Many  facts  have  I  met  with  of  soldiers  coming  off  picket 
much  wiser  and  much  happier  than  whoa  they  went  on. 

Will  Have  a  God  or  an  Idol. 
How,  then,  u  it  wo  have  been  accustomed  to  consider 
the  life  of  the  soldier  so  condacivc  to  profligacy?     Be- 
cause it  ij  so.     When  the  tide  of  feeling,  rishig  in  tho 
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soldier's  breast,  is  not  taken  at  the  flood  by  kind  counsel 
and  Christian  sympathy,  it  bursts  in  scattered  foam  and 
dissipation.  When  reflection  but  starts  accusing  voices, 
its  spell  must  ba  broken  by  loud  oaths,  the  troubled  spi- 
rit must  1)3  soothed  by  drink.  Therefore  is  it  most  ur- 
gent efibrts  should  be  made  to  surround  the  soldier  with 
every  possible  religious  influence,  seeing  he  is  so  easily 
saved  from  so  much. 

Fearful  Corruption. 

In  the  absence  of  these  privileges,  the  men  are,  Aveek 
after  week,  and  perhaps  month  after  month,  lying  crowd- 
ed in  winter  quarters,  the  intolerable  enmd  relieved  only 
by  a  mutual  exchange  of  all  the  filthy  garbage  that  the 
vilest  may  have  scraped  from  the  filthiest  kennels  of  hu- 
man depravity. 

The  fearful  corruption  thus  engendered,  is  truly  ap- 
palling, rendering  the  atmosphere  too  often  totally  fatal  to 
the  last  spark  of  youthful  virtue. 

The  Only  Help. 
If  the    Christian  Commission  fail  to  do  the  xoork  it 
contemplates  J  it  will  he  left  xindone. 

No  Chapel  Tents. 
During  the  winter  it  is  impossible  to  have  religious 
eervices  in  the  open  air.     Yet  there  is  not  a  tent  in  the 
Government  service,  to  my  knowledge,  provided  for  this 
purpose. 

A  Eavival  at  Every  Chapel. 
I  cannot  conceive  of  any  thing  in  which  a  benevolent 
Christian  can  make  such  a  good  investment  for  Christ  as 


in  the  presentation  of  a  cliapel-tent  to  the  army.  I  have 
never  seen  one  in  use  any  where,  but  it  became  not  only 
the  occasion  of  deep  awakeninp;,  but  also  inevitably  a  cen- 
tre round  which,  in  various  camps  adjoining,  a  work  of 
grace  would  commence. 

Besides  one  or  two  at  each  Corps  Hospital,  there  should 
be  one  for  every  Brigade  in  the  army. 

There  is  no  other  source,  except  the  Commission, 
through  which  reading  of  any  kind,  except  daily  news, 
■will  reach  the  soldier.  In  no  other  way  but  by  an  orga- 
nization of  this  kind,  recognized  by  the  churches  and  by 
the  Government,  can  chapels.  Christian  laborers,  and  re- 
ligious reading,  be  provided  in  any  measure;  as  under 
no  other  circumstances  could  the  necessary  transporta- 
tion, passes,  and  mail  facilities  be  obtained. 

Scarcity  of  Chaplains. 
Are  there  not  Chaplains  commissioned  on  purpose  to 
do  this  loorh?  Yes,  but  with  some  of  the  regiments 
only.  In  the  Fifth  Corps,  which,  I  suppose,  is  as  well 
supplied  as  any  in  the  army,  there  are  to-day  thirty-seven 
regiments  which  have  no  chaplain.  Then,  as  in  every 
other  corps,  there  is  a  brigade  of  artillery,  there  are  in- 
dependent batteries,  division  field  hospitals,  ambulance 
trains,  wagon  trains,  and  all  the  various  head-quarters, 
none  of  which  are  allowed  chaplains  at  any  time.  For 
all  this  work  there  are  only  six  delegates  and  two  chapel 
tents.  Besides,  supposing  there  was  a  superfluity  of 
chaplains,  what  could  they  do  comparatively  without  cha- 
pels, books,  tracts,  etc.  ?  In  the  Second  Corps  there  are 
to-day  thirty-eight  regiments  without  chaplains,  besides 
all  these,  the  separate  commands  in  it  detailed  above. 


13 

With,  this  corps  there  are  now  but  three  working  dele- 
gates. All  the  regular  troops  that  have. been  in  the  army 
of  the  Potomac,  with  the  exception  of  one  regiment,  have 
been  totally  without  chaplains,  even  to  bury  their  dead, 
and  unfhin  a  hundred  miles  of  Viasliington  have  Leen  fess 
cared  /or  than  the  recognized  heathen.  There  is  a  base 
hospital  near  City  Point  for  many  thousand  patients. 
Shall  that  be  supplied  with  chaplains  by  transferring 
them  from  the  few  regiments  which  have  them  ? 

So  far  as  the  magnitude  of  the  operations  of  the  Com- 
mission are  concerned,  it  Avould  seem  that  the  presence 
or  absence  of  a  few  chaplains,  more  or  less,  should  scarce- 
ly be  taken  into  account. 

Tlie  delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission  has  inany 
advantages.  ****;;<  ^:  * 

Ho  Eestrictions. 
He  is  subject  to  no  restrictions,  except  those  made  in 
the  division  of  the  labor  by  the  Commission.  If  he  is 
not  well  received  in  one  place,  he  can  walk  a  few  steps 
farther  on  to  another  camp.  A  missionary  in  Pekin 
would  meet  with  about  as  much  limitation.  Ho  has  no- 
military  orders  to  give,  or  to  obey.  He  is  understood  to 
be  working  for  the  good  of  the  soldier,  not  for  pay;  this 
is  a  free  pass  to  the  soldier's  heart. 

l^eigliborly. 
He  comes  full  of  fresh  enthusiasm,  which  is  exceed- 
ingly refreshing  and  encouraging,  especially  to  the  sick 
soldier.  It  does  him  good  to  see  the  clean,  smiling  fa«c 
of  a  civilian,  and  he  likes  to  tell  him  of  his  many  adven- 
tures, it  eeema  so  neighborly.  Then  comes  the  mutual 
2 
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sympathy,  followed  by  the  gracious  word,  dropped  Into 
(he  open  heart  of  the  grateful  soldier,  who  is  made  hap- 
pier for  the  coming  week  by  the  fViendly  interview. 

If  the  delegate  happen  to  come  from  the  same  county 
as  some  of  the  men,  they  feel  just  like  school-boys  when 
visited  by  a  relative  from  their  distant  home.  The  effect 
is  more  cheering  than  any  grown-up  people  at  home  will 
understand. 

Wo  Want  tlio  3ost. 

The  Jcind  of  delegates  most  needed  are  not  good  readers 
of  Bermons.  The  real,  main  work  of  the  Commission 
must  be  done  by  steady,  hard-working,  faithful  Christian 
men.  The  most  desirable  combination  for  a  good  dele- 
gate, would  be  a  happy  faculty  of  extemporaneous  dis- 
-course,  with  cheerful  conversational  qualities.  There  are 
in  the  army  a  large  number  of  officers  and  men  of  very 
high  intelligence,  who,  prior  to  entering  the  service,  were 
accustomed  to  the  best  pulpit  talent  in  the  country.  For 
three  or  four  years  they  have  heard  but  a  few  occasional 
sermons,  and  would  seem  to  receive  new  life,  cculd  they 
but  hear  once  more  the  inspiring  words  of  their  eld  pas- 
tor. 

Practise  as  "Well  as  Freach. 

Why  cannot  the  host  men  in  (lie  country  visit  the  army 
occasionally,  and  encourage  the  brave  men  in  the  per- 
formance of  those  duties  they  once  urged  them  to  under- 
take? Are  they  not  deserving  of  it?  Would  our  com- 
fortable brethren  at  home  be  thus  making  a  greater  sa- 
crifice for  us,  than  we  arc  making  for  them?  It  is  very 
desirable  that  our  Christian  brethren,  who  arc  eager  for 
young  men  to  enter  the  army,  should,  as  far  as  possible, 
eharc  their  burdens  after  they  arc  in  it,  and  thus  iu  our 
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common  ca,ii3c  manifest  a  common  sympatliy  of  Christian 
patriotism. 

A  Eovived  ISinister  and  Church. 

The  church  ivhich  sends  its  ^jastor  io  the  army  as  a  de- 
legate, will  not  lose  any  thing. 

The  advantage  is  a  mutual  one.  The  change  is  often 
very  beneficial  to  the  health  of  the  delegate.  It  opens 
to  him  a  new  world,  enlarges  his  knowledge  of  men,  of  a 
thousand  things  which  he  failed  before  to  comprehend, 
furnishes  him  with  a  new  field  for  illustration,  and  quick- 
ens his  zeal  for  the  salvation  of  men. 

Preaching  to  SIcn  in  their  Grave  Clothes. 
He  preaches  over  graves  here,  and  he  feels  that  men 
arc  mortal.     He  exhorts  men  daily  to  come  hero  to  die, 
and  they  sit  before  him  in  their  gravo-clothea. 

Keal  Prayer-Meotings. 

The  prayer-meetings  in  the  army  arc  not  tame,  formal, 
weakly  meetings;  they  arc  as  real  as  life  and  death,  for  sin- 
cerity and  earnestness.  I  can  compare  them  only  to  the 
old  Fulton  street  daily  prayer-meetings  during  the  great 
revival,  and  they  must  contribute  to  the  benefit  of  the 
pastor  as  well  as  of  the  soldier. 

The  Holy  Spirit  seems  to  be  secretly  working  iu  anti- 
cipation of  the  co-operation  of  God's  servants.  Both  at 
City  Point  and  nearer  the  front,  sinners  arc  coming  to 
Christ,  not  likes  tray  sheep,  but  as  doves  flocking  to  (heir 
w'indows. 

Unprecedented  Eagerness  for  Truth. 

During  the  ensuing  winter,  the  field  will  be  fully 
available;  it  see^jis  ripe  for  the  harvest,  and  waiting  only 
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for  the  churcli  to  thrust  in  the  sickle.  From  what  I  have 
seen,  I  think  there  is  a  universal  eagerness  for  religious 
truth  in  the  army  "which  is  heyond  all  precedent.  This 
is  a  work  Avhich  demands  no  mean  offering.  It  deserves 
not  only  the  money  of  the  church,  but  a  liberal  contribu- 
tion of  its  best  talent  and  of  its  most  faithful  pastors,  as 
the  demands  of  the  Commission  may  require. 

B.  H.,  U.  S.  A. 
Head-quarters  Army  Potomac,  ISfov.  21,  1864. 


V  Poet  Htjdsox,  La.,  "( 

Not.  23,  1864.      / 

Dr.  Smith. — Dear  Sir:  I  received  from  you,  last  Sa- 
turday, two  barrels,  two  packages,  and  a  cask  of  Chris- 
tian Commission  stores. 

Glad,  indeed,  to  get  them,  especially  the  clothing, 
which  is  just  the  thing  needed  here  during  this  cold  wea- 
ther. I  have  but  very  little  left  of  any  kind.  Socks  are 
needed  most.  Please  send  more,  as  soon  as  you  can. 
Forward  to  us  all  the  socks  you  can  spare.  I  am  entire- 
ly out  of  diarrhoea  medicine :  please  send  us  some  of  the 
blackberry  cordial  as  soon  as  you  can. 

The  cask  of  pickles  I  delivered  to  Dr.  Davids,  the  post 
surgeon,  just  as  I  received  them.  He  was  very  glad  ^o 
got  them;  said  they  were  next  to  potatoes  for  the  scur- 
vy, of  which  disease  he  had  a  number  of  cases.  He 
said  he  should  prescribe  such  a  number  of  them  to  a  pa- 
tient daily  as  medicine.     The  books  and  papers  you  sent 
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me,  are  tall  needed  hero,  aud  cau  bo  proiltably  distri- 
buted. 

It  is  getting  very  cold  in  my  room  tliis  weather.  I 
have  established  weekly  prayer-meetings  here:  we  have 
one  to-night.  I  am  trying  to  do  good  by  the  blessing 
of  God,  and  feel  his  presence  with  me.  Help  us  by  your 
prayers. 

Please  remember  me  to  bi'others  Brown,  Diosse  and 
Horton,  and  tell  them  I  wish  to  be  remembered  in  their 
prayers. 

Please  send  me  some  more  of  the  U.  S.  Primers.  I 
am  all  out,  and  they  are  daily  calling  for  them;  also, 
some  Hymn-books  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  I  have 
plenty  of  the  Song  Books. 

From  your  most  obedient  servant, 

True  WniTTiEft. 


In  March,  1864,  the  two  counties  of  Sagadahoc  and 
Lincoln  were  assigned  by  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission 
to  the  Bath  Army  Committee,  for  them  to  canvass  in  be- 
half of  that  Commission,  This  Committee's  field  of  la- 
bor having  been  enlarged,  now  embracing  five  counties, 
namely,  Sagadahoc,  Androscoggin,  Kennebec,  Lincoln, 
and  Knox,  they  wish  to  present  to  tlie  public  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  money  and  stores  received  and  forward- 
ed_^by  them  from  May  1st  to  November  1st: — 

Bath,  ca.sh, Sl,G38  06 

"      12  boxes  stores. 
Wiscassct,  cash 114:  55 

2* 
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Richmond,  casB 185  8€ 

Dresden,        "  31  15 

'*  2  boxes  stores. 

Boothbay,  cash 486  52 

Southport,    "    200  00 

Winnegance,  cash 106  00 

"  1  box  stores. 

Phipsburg,  cash 175  88 

"         1  box  stores. 

Bowdoinham,  cash 455  00 

"  4  boxes  stores. 

Bowdoin,  cash 92  75 

"         2  boxes  stores. 

West  Bath,  cash 146  46 

Woolwich,       "    236  00 

"         4  boxes  stores. 

Durham  Union  Church,  cash 5  00 

"  "  "        1  box  stores. 

Lewiston  Factory,  cash ....; 18  35 

Durham  Congregational  Church,  cash 15  00 

Sundry  collections  and  friends,  cash 31  76 

Total,  cash .$3,939  00 

27  boxes  stores,  valued  at 1,350  00 

Whole  amount, ........$5,289  00 

The  work  of  the  Christian  Commission  has  been  con- 
stantly increasing  on  the  hands  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, so  that,  in  their  words,  "  It  is  estimated  that  we 
shall  need  at  least  a  million  dollars  to  carry  us  through 
the  winter  with  our  present  large  operations."  The  work 
in  Maine  has  been  thoroughly  organized,  and  it  is  hoped 
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tliat  the  middle  district,  embracing  the  above-named 
counties,  will  not  be  backward  in  doing  its  part  in  tbe 
glorious  work  of  providing  comforts  for  the  noble  men 
who  are  fighting  our  battles  for  us. 

Money  and  stores  may  be  sent  to  either  Charles  Doug- 
lass or  G.  PI.  Palmer,  Bath,  and  will  be  immediately  for- 
warded to  the  army. 

Charles  Douglass, 

A.  F.  Beard, 

GrERSHOM  H.  PaLMER. 

Army  Com.  for  the  Middle  Dist.  of  Maine. 


stations  and  Delegates  U.  S.  C.  C. 
It  is  now  two  and  a  half  months  since  I  entered  oh 
my  duties  in  this  department,  and  they  have  been  months 
of  constant  activity,  and  I  believe,  too,  o^  important  re- 
sults for  good.  There  was  but  one  station  in  the  Valley 
at  that  time — at  Sandy  Hook — and  but  three  delegates — 
Revs.  Woods,  Curtis,  and  Brackett.  At  present  we  have 
stations  at  the  following  places :  Sandy  Hook,  Harper's 
Ferry,  "Winchester,  Martinsburg,  Cumberland,  one  near 
Gen.  Sheridan's  headquarters,  and  one  at  Stephenson's 
Station,  the  present  terminus  of  the  Winchester  Rail- 
road. Several  other  stations  will  be  established  as  soon  as 
the  army  becomes  more  settled.  Delegates  have  also  been 
sent  to  Frederick,  and  one  is  about  to  go  to  Ilagerstown, 
to  assist  Rev.  J.  Evans  in  the  work  at  that  point.  During 
these  two  and  a  half  months  we  have  had  seventy-five 


20 

dalegatca  i:i  Iho  CclJ,  of  wlioai  about  twenty-fivd  arc  at 
prcs3nt  cn^a^cd.  Thes?  have  boon  noblo  men — Chris- 
tian miriistors  and  laymon — who  camo  with  a  doslrc  to 
benefit  the  bodies  and  souls  of  our  soldiers.  Tbcy  have 
been  Eicn  of  pio-y  and  good  works,  who  could  prepare 
food  for  t\\2  huu^i-y,  wash,  dreai,  and  nur.53  tin  wounded i 
and  who  could  at  tlie  samo  tim3  pray  with  a  dyinj  man, 
and  point  him  to  the  Crreat  Physician. 

Annals'  Visits. 

The  two  points  of  greatest  need  during  the  campaign 
have  boon  AVinchcster  and  Martiasburg:  the  formGr  as 
the  contro  of  our  great  hospitals,  and  the  Litter  chiefly 
as  the  feeding  station  where  tho  men  stopped  on  their 
way  to  other  hospitals,  and  where  our  delegates  have 
labored  night  aftor  night  in  feoJing,  washing  and  dress- 
ing, and  in  assisting  the  men  into  tho  cars.  It  deserves 
to  be  recorded  of  the  loyal  ladies  of  Winchester  an  1  Mar- 
tinsburg  that  in  this  campaign  they  have  proved  their 
devotion  t)  their  country's  cause  by  doing  everything  in 
their  power  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  those  who  have 
fallen  in  the  country's  battles.  Early  and  late  we  have 
found  them  in  the  hospitals,  hastening  noiselessly  from  cot 
to  cot,  bearing  the  luxuries  and  delicacies  of  their  own 
tables  to  nourish  the  weary  sufferers,  and  with  smiles  and 
cheerful  welcomes  reviving  many  a  drooping  heart — wo- 
men whose  sole  design  is  to  aid  them  in  caring  for  their 
men.  Every  thing  i^  working  smoothly,  successfully,  and 
harpioniously,  and  the  blessing  of  God  is  accompanying 
and  following  our  labors. 

Praying  that  the  richest  blessings  of  Heaven  may  still 
rest  upon  you,  and  upon  all  your  co-laborers,  and  bogging 


myself  an  interest  in  your  praycrp,  and  tlic  prayers  of  all 
our  friends,  I  remain, 

Most  truly  yours, 

J.  E.  Miller.. 

Tlia  Ladies  of  the  Christian  Commission. 
Interesting  Items. 

At  the  Convention  of  Western  Branclies,  of  wliicli  a  re- 
port appears  on  another  page,  Mrs.  Witteumyer  was  lis- 
tened to  with  great  interest  while  she  detailed  to  some 
extent  the  Jcitclien  work  of  the  Commission.  This  auxi- 
liary was  adopted  last  January,  and  originated  with  Mrs. 
Wittenmyer,  and  since  that  time  she  has  been  laboring 
in  that  behalf.  Army  surgeons  recognize  it  to  be  a  fact 
that  the  cooking  of  hospitals  is  very  deficient,  and  also 
that  good  diet  is  very  essential  to  the  comfort  and  reco- 
very of  the  sick  and  wounded.  At  one  time  there  were 
twenty -four  of  these  kitchens  in  successful  operation. 
They  are  more  generally  used  in  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland than  elsewhere,  where  they  have  been  very  effi- 
cient. The  kitchens  are  supplemental  to  the  hospitals, 
subordinate  to  the  military  authorities. 

In  the  operations  of  the  kitchen,  there  is,  first,  a  general 
table  for  all  those  who  are  able  to  walk,  who  get  full  ra- 
tions; and,  secondly,  a  special  diet  kitchen  for  the  very 
.  sick,  where  the  fare  is  good  enough  for  Abraham  Lincoln 
and  his  cabinet.  Soups,  meats,  delicacies,  and  every  thing 
palatable  for  sick  men,  are  gotten  up  in  this  department. 
The  demand  for  potatoes  and  all  kinds  of  vegetables  is  very 
great.  These  kitchens  have  an  independent  store-room, 
and  the  lady  in  charge  carries  the  key,  so  that  there  is  little 
fear  of  a  misapplication  of  any  supplies.     These  kitchens. 


in  adJItion  to  the  good  done  by  tlicm  to  the  physical 
wants  of  tho  soldiers,  secure  the  presence  of  good,  practi- 
cal Christian  women,  which  results  in  great  good  to  the 
spiritual  wants  of  the  soldiers.  The  hdies  write  their 
btters,  talk  and  ting  to  them,  read  the  Bible;  and  minis. 
tor  in  a  thousund  ways  that  women  only  know.  Mrs. 
Wifctenmyer  has  lately  visited  the  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  made  arrangements  for  extending  these  Com- 
mission kitchens  in  that  military  dt^partmcnt.  To  give 
some  i  lea  of  the  work,  she  referred  to  the  Cumberland 
hospital,  at  Nashville,  where  the  kitchen  is  in  cliarge  of 
Miss  Morchead.  There  were  there  at  one  time  over 
eight  hundred  on  special  diet,  for  whom  over  twenty  dif- 
ferent dishes,  had  to  be  prepared  daily,  and  sometimes 
the  number  ran  over  eleven  hundred.  There  arc  three 
thousand  live  hundred  patients  in  the  hospital  most  of 
the  tiuie,  and  one  day,  after  all  the  other  work,  the  ladies 
issued  over  five  hundred  arm-slings  to  poor  mutilat-ed 
soldiers  after  one  of  the  battles.  In  addition  to  the  work 
gcrmain  to  the  diet  kitchen,  it  was  often  found  necessary 
to  work  all  night  in  preparing  straps  and  bandages,  which 
the  women  at  home  could  do  just  as  well,  if  they  were 
only  aroused  to  the  necessity  of  their  laboring.  She 
Loped  American  women  would  renew  their  efforts  for 
coldior.-j,  and  relieve  their  sisters  in  the  field  of  such  work 
as  could  be  done  in  the  rear.  Contributions  arc  needed 
of  canned  and  dried  fruits,  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  and 
other  articles  useful  in  that  department. 
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Logasios. 
Mr.  Clianibcrlain,  of  Chiciunaii,  exhibited  tvro  notea, 
one  a  five  dollar  grocuback,  received  from  a  dying  soldier, 
accompanied  with  the  simple  words  :\  "  This  is  all  I  have 
to  leave  on  earth.  I  want  to  give  iL  to  the  best  friend  I 
have  ever  had- — the  Christian  Conamisaion."  The  other 
a  two  dollar  note  given  by  an  old  lady,  with  the  re- 
mark that  "This  was  all  John  had  when  he  died;  and,  as 
the  Christian  Commission  was  instrumental  in  bringing 
him  to  Christ,  I  kpow  he  would  want  mo  to  give  it  to 
that  Commission,  if  he  were  alive." 


Mr.  B.  F.  Jacobs,  of  Chicago,  statod,  at  the  Convention 
of  Westci'n  Christian  Commission  Branches,  in  Indianapo- 
lis, last  month,  that  in  one  brigade,  ia  Texas,  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-seven  men  had  joined  the  army  church  in 
five  weeks. 

A  Messenger  of  tlio  Clinrches. 

The  heralds  of  salvation  and  messengers  of  mercy  are 
painted  with  wings,  to  show  their  power  of  rapid  movG- 
ment.  Many  of  the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion S33m  to  bo  in  training  for  angelic  honors.  Rev. 
M.  Hitchcock's  report  is  a  specimen  of  the  labors  of  thcsa 
messengers  of  mercy. 

Ten  1)0,73  Heglocted. 
I  reached  Ft'ederitiksburg,  in   company  with   others, 
Thursday  evening,  May  10.    YVc  walked  from  Belle  Plain, 
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carrjing  our  luggage.  Friday  morning  was  assigned  to 
dutj  in  the  Gfcli  corps,  2d  division,  2d  ward,  hospital  E. 
Found  here  fifteen  incu.  Occupied  myself  with  two  men 
tf  the  worst, — one  from  Vermont  and  one  from  Massa- 
chusetts; had  been  wounded  ten  days,  and  not  even  the 
Ijlood  washed  off  their  liauds  and  faces  since.  Washed 
them,  cut  their  hair  and  beard.  Cxoi  some  gruel  from 
our  rooms;  and  at  noon  all  vrere  removed,  except  the  one 
i'ur  whom  I  had  done  the  most;  he  had  died.  I  felt  that 
to  bo  able  to  make  him  comfortable  the  last  three  hours 
of  his  life  was  a  real  privilege. 

The  Mill. 
P.  M. — Went  to  an  old  mill,  just  being  filled  up.  It 
was  two  miles  up  the  river,  opposite  Falmouth;  contained 
about  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  men.  With  others,  1 
labored  as  hard  as  I  could, — conscious,  all  the  time,  that 
men  were  suffering, — until  IMouday  night.  When  this 
hospital  was  evacuated,  I  was  one  of  the  first  at  Fredericks- 
burg. I  did  not  get  water  to  wash  a  single  one's  face,  or 
time  to  write  a  letter,  until  Sabbath  afternoon.  I  had 
two  services  that  day,  however. 

Stimulus  to  Labor 
Tue«/:lay,  A.  i»I. — I  repaired  to  the  railroad  station. 
where  lay  six  hundred  poor  fellows  on  the  ground,  where 
they  had  been  since  midnight.  Here  I  remained  until 
Thursday  noon,  with  scaecely  any  sleep  or  rest,  coming 
to  Washington,  with  the  last  load  of  wounded,  in  charge 
of  the  Christian  Commission  tent  and  remaining  stores, 
where  we  arrived  Friday  noon.  .1  think  I.  never  did 
more  physical  labor, — preaching  the  gospel  and  minister- 
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ing  to  the  comfort  of  suffering  nlcn, — in  any  previous 
four  weeks  of  ray  life. 

Freight  of  "Wounded. 

Monday,  May  30,  P.  M. — The  company,  with  twenty- 
six  delegates,  went  on  board  a  chartered  steamer,  drawn 
by  a  tug,  with  stores  for  White  House.  I  was  put  in 
charge  of  all.  Reached  White  House,  after  a  pleasant 
passage,  Wednesday  afternoon.  That  night  and  the  re- 
mainder of  the  week,  taking  care  of  men  brought  from 
the  battle-field,  and  putting  up  tents.  Saturday  after- 
noon, was  directed,  by  the  medical  director,  with  eleven 
others,  to  proceed  to  Washington,  on  board  a  steamer 
then  leaving,  with  wounded  men.  I  had  the  care  of  this 
company  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  wounded.  There 
had  been  no  suitable  superintendence  in  having  the 
steamer  ready,  with  supplies,  and  the  captain  was  most 
unsympathizing  with  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  poor 
suffering  men.  We  delegates  thought  we  had  a  hard 
time  of  it,  being  quite  worn  out  when  we  arrived  at  Alex- 
andria, Monday  afternoon. 

Tuesday,  on  board  the  mail  steamer,  I  returned  to 
White  House,  in  charge  of  a  company  of  delegates. 
From  Wednesday  afternoon  until  Saturday,  had  the 
superintendence  of  a  cavalry  corps.  Saturday,  went  to 
Cold  Harbor,  walking  a  good  share  of  the  distance  in  the 
hot  sun,  which  proved  too  much  for  me.  The  next  day 
the  army  moved,  starting  for  James  Eiver.  The  18th 
corps  went  to  the  White  House,  where  I  was  left,  Mon- 
day morning,  to  go  around  with  the  supplies.  But,  being 
no  better  on  Thursday,  it  was  thought  best  I  should  go 
at  once  to  Washington,  r?'a  steamer  to  Baltimore.    After 


28  .  - 

two  days'  rest,  I  was  enougli  better  to  attend  to  duty. 
Two  days  I  epent  with  a  Massachusetts  officer,  Captaiu 
Alley,  and  was  then  put  into  tlic  store-room  500  II  Street, 
where  I  remained  until  the  eveningof  July  5th,a  period 
of  fifteen  days. 

Keeps  one  of  Ms  CKurcli  Mpmbers  in  liis  Place. 
Both  at  Fredericksburg  and  White  House,  and  on  the 
'•Utica,"  my  work  was  such  as  it  was  difficult  to  keep  an 
account  of.  It  was  genuine  hard  work  all  of  the  time, 
and  it  wore  upon  mo  gradually  until  the  time  I  was  taken 
sick.  But  it  was  most  delightful  service.  A  member 
of  my  church  is  now  at  City  Point,  and  I  hope  to  keep 
one  there  until  I  can  go  again,  or  there  be  no  more  oc- 
casion for  delegates. 

Most  truly  yours, 

M.  II.  HiTcncocs:. 


Coavontioa  of  the  \Yest6rn  Branches. 

Upon  the  call  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Home  Oi'gani- 
siation,  representativ.es  of  the  various  Western  Branches 
of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  met  in  Convention, 
in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  (in  "Wesley  Chapel.)  on  Tues- 
day, November  29th,  and  continued  in  session  three 
days. 

Members  were  present  as  follows: 

Central  Office,  Philadelphia. — Kev.  W.  E.  Boardman, 
Corresponding  Secretary;  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  Home 
Secretary. 

Wheelin"-. — Rev.  S.  B.  Barnitz. 
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Cincinnati. — Judge  Bellamy  Storer,  A.  E.  Cliamber- 
lain,  Eev.  B.  \Y.  Chidlaw. 

Cleveland. — Joseph  Perkins,  George  Mj-gatt. 

Milwauliee. — W.  S.  Carter,  J.  A.  Dutcher.  ' 

Peoria. — Rev.  W.  E.  M'Laren,  George  H.  M'llvaine. 

St.  Louis. — llev.  S.  Wells,  J.  H.  Parsons,  Isaac  S- 
Smyth. 

Chicago. — B.  F.  Jacobs,  Rev.  J.  M.  Strong. 

Indianapolis. — Dr.  Clippinger,  James  M.  Ray,  Rev..  F. 
C.  Ilolliday,  J.  T.  Dunn,  J.  C  Hereth,  C.  N.  Todd. 

Louisville. — Isaac  Russell. 

Nashville. — Rev.  J.  C.  Thomas. 

Memphis. — K.  A.  Burnell. 

Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmyer,  being  present,  was  invited 
to  sit  as  a  delegate. 

The  oGcers  of  the  Convention  were : 

For  President. — lion.  Bellamy  Storer,  of  Cincinnati. 

For  Vice  President. — Isaac  S.  Smyth,  of  St.  Louis, 
Joseph  Perkins,  of  Cleveland. 

For  Secretary. — G.  11.  M'llvaine. 

The  Principal  Committees  were : 

Committee  on  Enrolment. — C.  N.  Todd,  George  11. 
M'llvaine,  J.  A.  Dutcher. 

Committee  on  Pei'manent  Organization. — Isaac  Rus- 
sell, ^Y.  E.  M'Laren,  B.  F.  Jacobs. 

Committee  on  Business. — A.  E.  Chamberlain,  J.  IL 
Parsons,  Chaplain  J.  C.  Thomas,  AY.  S.  Carter,  Joseph 
Perkins. 

The  three  days  were  fully  occupied  in  discussions  upon 
the  whole  work  of  the  Commission,  at  home  and  in  the 
field.  Rarely  has  such  a  gathering  been  more  strongly 
characterized  by  earnest  attentiou  to  business  and  by  a 
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spirit  of  Christian  devotion  and  harmony.  All  felt  that 
God  had  committed  to  them,  as  his  stewards,  the  most 
important  trusts,  and  that  they  were  animated  by  com- 
mon desires  and  aim?.  Interesting  reports  were  made 
from  the  various  home  districts.  Chaplain  Thomas- 
warmed  all  hearts  by  the  details  of  his  systersi  of  libra- 
ries for  hospitals,  &c.  Mrs.  Wittenmyer  gave  a  full  out- 
line of  the  diet-kitchen  work.  Public  meetings  were 
held  on  Wednesday  and  Thursday  evenings,  which  were 
largely  attended. 

We  cannot  give  even  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  entire 
proceedings.  Some  of  the  more  important  points  and 
resolutions  are  presented : 

Mr.  Chamberlain  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  had  received  the  sanction  of  the  Philadelphia 
office,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  experience  of  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission  has  shown  that  its  work  can  be  most  properly 
carried  ou  by  a  conjunction  of  the  distribution  of  religious 
reading  matter  and  stores,  and  the  personal  ministrations 
of  delegates;  and  that  stores  for  the  purpose  should  bo 
under  the  immediate  control  and  command  of  the  Com- 
mission, and  to  this  end  we  commend  to  the  several 
Branches  the  collection  of  stores,  v«'ith  which  to  aid  in 
supplying  delegates  for  their  work. 

By  the  same  gentleman,  from  the  Business  Com- 
mittee, which  was  also  adopted  : 

Itesolved,  That  in  the  work  of  the  UnlLed  States  Chris- 
tian Commission,  there  is  committed  to  our  care  a  most 
sacred  trust ;  and  that  it  is  our  duty,  as  members  of  this 
Commission,  to  use  every  means  to  insure  the  direct  appli- 
cation of  all  stores  and  funds  so  generously  contributed, 
to  the  appropriate  work  of  our  commission,  viz. :  the  care 
of  tlie  army  and  navj'-  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  That  we  individually,  and  as  a  commission,  most 
cordially  bid  God  speed  to  every  organization  at  work  for 
tlie  good  of  our  soldiers,  refugees  and  freedmen. 


Tho  OonTcntioa  endorsed  tlia  voluntary  and  econo- 
mical conducfc  of  the  work,  in  tlio  following : 

Bc^olvedj  That  in  the  work  of  organization  and  colleo- 
t'x'Ud  at  home,  for  the  supply  of  army  worlc  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission,  the  voluntary  principle  of  an  unpaid 
Agency  should  be  strictly  and  sacredly  adhered  to  ;  but 
that  a  permanent  paid  Agency  may  be  and  ought  to  be 
employed  bo  fai",  and  only  so  far  as  is  necessary  to  direct, 
eystematize,  and  render  thorough,  the  unpaid  services  of 
returned  delegates  and  others. 

On  the  subject  of  thoroughly  canvassing  the  coun- 
try, and  organizing  in  every  community,  tho  Business 
Committee  reported  the  following,  which  were  adopted: 

That,  in  addition  to  the  branch  organizations,  there 
shoidd  bo  formed  in  every  locali'y,  where  it  may  be  done 
to  advantage,  army  committeeato  carry  forward  tlie  work 
us  auxilliaries  to  the  Branch  of  tlie  district  embracing 
that  locality. 

That  cribrt  should  be  made  every  where  to  interest  the 
bodies  in  this  work,  and  to  induce  then],  if  not. already 
associated  together  in  some  other  soldiers'  aid  organiza- 
tion, to  form  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions,  into  which 
all  the  ladies  should  be  gathered,  and  with  them  all  the 
men,  and  the  children,  if  possible,  as  members,  that 
every  individual,  old  and  young,  male  and  female,  may 
have  membership  in  the  Commission  and  part  in  the 
work. 

That,  in  this  great  v/ork,  the  press  should  be  fully  em- 
ployed in  newspaper  articles,  and  by  circulars  and  pam- 
phlets. 

Respecting  railroad,  and  other  facilities,  it  was  unani- 
mously 

Ecscilvcd,  That  our  different  Branches  be  instructed  to 
exercise  the  severest  fidelity,  scrutiny  and  care,  in  regard 
to  the  railroad,  express,  steamboat  and  telegraph  faeiiitiea 
EO  generousl3'  accorded  to  us. 

Refcrcnco  13  made,  clscv/hcrc,  to  the  subject  of  diet- 
kitchens. 
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The  great  questioa  of  chapels  for  the  army  was  fully 
discussed,  many  facts  of  interest  brought  out,  and  thy 
following  resolution  passed : 

Resolved,  That  this  Convention  approve  the  builJiug  of 
field  chapels  and  chapel  roofs,  and  that  the  public  be 
earnestly  appealed  to,  to  furnish  all  the  means  to  build 
them. 

Chaplain  Thomas  was  accorded  twenty  minutes  to  ex. 
plain  the  system  of  Christian  Commission  libraries  in 
the  army  of  the  Cumberland.  There  are  twenty  libraries 
in  the  hospitals  at  Nashville,  Chattanooga  and  Murfrees- 
boro.  Forty  more  are  ordered,  and  will  soon  be  there, 
supplying  every  permanent  hospital  in  the  country  of 
which  Nashville  is  the  base.  In  the  fifteen  military  .de- 
partments of  the  army,  there  arc  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  hospital  Chaplains,  and  sixty-nine  thousand  three 
hundred  men.  An  estimate  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  volumes  to  a  library,  with  two  men  to  one  volume, 
would  require  four  libraries  to  every  thousand  men.  For 
the  seventy  thousand  men  it  would  require  two  hundred 
and  eighty  libraries.  Sixty  of  these  are  already  had, 
and  twenty  more  can  be  made  up  from  volumes  already 
on  hand.  A  great  want  of  literature  is  fait  in  the  army, 
wholesome,  broad,  stirring,  deep  secular  reading,  as  well 
as  of  earnest  religious  books.  The  system  of  Commission 
libraries  works  well.  From  his  experience,  ho  knew  that 
there  were  those  in  the  army  who  needed  sterling,  stand- 
ard reading.  The  point  is  to  cater  to  every  taste.  The 
nearer  you  can  bring  home  to  the  army,  the  more  useful 
you  are.  Let  the  soldiers  have  the  reading  which  will 
develop  and  enlighten,  and  such  as  they  have  been  used 
to  at  home.  The  libraries  are  all  suitable  for  18mo.  16mo, 
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12mo,  and  8vo  volumes.  A  sample  of  these  libraries  was 
ia  the  room. 

The  libraries  are  given  to  persons  who,  first,  are  capa- 
ble, and,  second,  religious,  "who  give  receipts  that  the 
volumes  shall  be  skilfully  used  and  cared  for.  Registers 
are  kept,  and  by  whom  the  books  are  drawn,  in  what 
ward  and  bed,  and  by  this  means  the  volumes  are  kept 
and  traced  beyond  a  peradventure.  The  libraries  cost 
fifty  dollars,  on  an  average,  for  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  volumes.  The  cases  will  admit  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty,  but  the  average  number  is  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five.  Monthly  reports  are  made  of  the  number 
of  times  the  book  has  been  drawn,  and  any  incident  con- 
nected with  the  reading  of  the  book  is  carefully  noted, 
so  that  a  history  of  each  book  is  preserved.  What  a 
valuable  and  Christian  record  will  this  form  when  the 
necessity  for  them  is  jmssed  away !  These  libraries  are  a 
part  of  the  history  of  the  war.  The  Chaplain  detailed 
some  of  the  experiences  of  the  libraries,  in  the  army  of 
the  Cumberland,  for  the  year  and  a  half  in  which  he  had 
been  engaged  in  this  work.  He  was  listened  to  with 
deep  attention,  and  certainly,  we  may  add,  that  if  there 
be  any  one  branch  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion which  should  be  sustained  by  the  people  at  liome, 
this  matter  of  libraries  addresses  itself  with  peculiar  and 
religious  force. 

Mrs.  Wittenmeyer  added  her  testimony  in  her  hospital 
work  to  the  importance  and  Christian  usefulness  of  Chap- 
lain Thomas  and  his  system  of  libraries.  Many  hundreds 
of  soldiers  had  she  heard  give  "three  cheers  for  Chap- 
lain Tflomas,"  or  "  Grod  bless  Chaplain  Thomas."  The 
efiect  of  these  libraries  in  breaking  Lip  card-playing,  and 
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the  frivoloixs  ain'oscinents  in  tlio  army,  canaot  be  eotn- 
puted. 

Upon  this  subject,  tlic  BusinesvS  Committee  reported 
the  foliowiu^^  resolutiuns,  which  were  immediately 
adopted : 

licsolved.  That  ^\'G  cordially  cndor.se  the  action  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committeej  in  aiopting  the  Magazine  enterpritjc 
commenced  in  the  Department  oi'  tlie  Cumb^rhmd,  and  ein- 
ccrely  hope  it  may  ba  vigorously  carried  out  by  all  the  field 
agents. 

liciolvcd,  That  we  heartily  approve  the  introduction  of  the 
Loan  Library  system  into  the  Department  of  the  Cumber- 
land, and  urgently  request  its  immediate  extension  through- 
out all  the  Military  Departments. 

Resolved,  That  we  gratefully  acknowledge  the  generous 
services  of  the  pub;ishcr3  in  f.upplying  their  publications  at 
half  price ;  those  of  Adams'  Express  Company  in  transport- 
ing them  free;  an  1  particularly  those  of  Gould  &  Lincoln, 
of  Boston,  Poe  &  Hitchcock,  of  Cincinnati,  Scribner  Si,  Co., 
of  New  York,  and  Ashmead  &  Evans,  of  Philadelphia,  in 
shipping  the  publications  thus  procured  without  pay. 

It  was  a  thrilling  episode,  -when,  in  the  midst  of  a  dis- 
cussion. Judge  Storer  read  a  dispatch  from  Nashville, 
stating  that  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  at  Franklin, 
Tennessee,  with  the  loss  of  six  thousand  men.  This  was 
acknowledged  by  the  Convention  singing  : 

"Praise  God,  from  vvliora  all  blessings  flow," 

and  the  offering  of  a  fervent  prayer  for  the  brave  and 
bleeding  soldiers  of  the  Republic,  by  Rev.  Lemuel 
Moss.  Rev.  Shepherd  Wells  gave  the  Convention  a 
sketch  of  the  country  in  which  the  battle  occurred, 
having  had  his  homo  for  eighteen  years  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. • 
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Tho  following  Gtirring  letter  from  General  Fisk, 
received  during  tlie  session,  may  properlj  close  our 
report  of  tlie  Convention.  All  who  know  him,  know 
his  hearty  participation  in  our  work. 

IIgad-quakters  District  Nor.Tn  Missouri,  ] 
Macon,  Mo.,  November  2G,  1864.  | 
■  Ji-cv.  Lemuel  Moss,  Secretary  U.  S.  Christian  Commission, 
Indianapolis,  Ind. 
Mr  Dear  Brother:  I  ajn  quite  disappointed  that  mv 
public  duties  imfieratively  demand  my  presence  with  m_v 
command,  and  therefore  forbid  me  the  pleasure  I  had 
anticipated  in  meeting  yourself  and  others  of  our  blessed 
Commission  at  Indianapolis,  on  the  29th  instant.  I  ani 
r:;!ad  that  you  set  this  movement  on  foot,  and  that  ali  the 
Western  Committees  will  be  well  and  earnestly  repre- 
sented. May  God  be  with  you,  and  direct  your  counsels 
in  wisdom.  The  fields  of  our  harvest  are  widening  and 
whitening  daily.  Let  our  power  for  good  be  felt  in  every 
camp  and  fortress,  in  siege,  fight,  and  hospital,  on  shore 
and  sea.  Rush  on  the  work.  The  Christian  |:)ublic  are 
with  us.  Did  the  people  of  God  ever  before  have  sUcli 
an  opportunity.  Maj'^  they  wisely  improve  it  in  casting 
their  abundance  into  the  treasury  of  the  Lord. 

Yours,  faithfully,  " 

for  Liberty  and  Union, 
»  Clinton  B.  Fisk, 

Brirradier  GJ-eneral  U.  S. 


Gov.  Fairbanks. 
At  a  moGting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  U. 
S.  Christian  Commission,  liald  at  tho  Central  OSce,  No. 
11  Bank  street,  Philadelphia,  December  2d,  1SG4,  the 
following  minute,  relative  to  the  death  of  the  Lite  Gov. 
Fairbanks,  v/as  adopted  and  ordered  to  be  published : 
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The  Executive  Committee  have  learned  with  deep  re- 
gret of  the  death  of  the  late  Governor,  Erastus  Fairbanks, 
LL.  D.,  member  of  the  Commission  for  Vermont,  which 
occurred  at  St.  Johnsbury,  on  the  20th  ult.  He  is  the 
first  member  who  has  been  called  away  by  death.  He 
was  a  successful  business  man,  and,  as  a  manufacturer, 
his  name  had  become  familiar  even  in  foreign  couiiti'ies. 
His  fellow  citizens  evinced  their  confidence  in  his  capa^ 
bility  and  worth  by  repeatedly  electing  him  their  chief 
magistrate.  During  his  last  year  of  service  in  this  posi- 
tion, his  devoted  love  of  country  was  exhibited  in  his 
efibrts  to  prepare  his  gallant  state  for  the  heroic  pai't  she 
has  performed  in  the  present  struggle  for  our  nation's 
life.  The  manner  in  which  he  wielded  the  infiucncG 
derived  from  his  great  wealth,  ability,  and  high  social 
position,  is  shown  in  the  character  of  the  community 
which  has  grown  up  around  him,  which  has  few  rivals 
even  in  New  England,  for  the  comfort,  thrift,  intelligence 
and  sobriety,  which  universally  prevail.  No  intemperate 
person  was  employed  in  the  extensive  works  over  which 
he  presided.  He  was  a  zealous  friend  of  education,  as^ 
well  as  of  temperance,  and  was  long  a  member  of  the 
corporation  of  the  University  of  Vermont.  All  the  great 
enterprises  of  the  Church  to  bless  and  save  men,  such  as 
the  Bible,  Tract,  Sunday-school,  Missionary  and  Sab- 
bath Observance  movements,  found  in  him  an  enlight- 
ened advocate  and  liberal  supporter.  In  short,  he  was  a 
man  whose  death  is  an  unspeakable  less  alike  to  his  fa- 
mily and  friejids,  the  Church,  the  nation  and  the  world. 


INFOEMATIOII  &  IirSTRUOTIOlT  ABOUT  SUPPLIES. 


All  good  and  suitable  stores  ara  ■n-olcomod,  and  all  necessary  freight  and 
charges  paid  on  thorn  by  the  Commission,  and  are  distrib'ated  by  delegates  of 
the  Christian  Commission  personally. 

WHAT  TO  SEND.— MoxET,  by  all  means,  if  possible.  Vfe  need  funds  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  our  delegates  and  laborers  in  the  field;  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  tracts,  papers,  and  lor  the  purchase  of  delicacies  and  comforts  not 
sent  by  your  loving  hearts,  Nvhich  are  very  necessary  for  distribution  in  the 
hospitals. 

The  Special  Diet  Kitchens  connected  \vith  the  largest  hospitals,  now  in 
successful  operation,  where  delicacies  and  wholesome  dishes  are  prepared  for 
the  sick  soldier  with  the  same  eare  and  skill  as  at  home  by  the  ladies  em- 
l)loyed  in  the  Diet  Kitchens  by  the  Christian  Commission,  involve  a  large  in» 
crease  of  labor  and  outlay  of  stores  and  funds.  AVe  appeal  to  the  friends  of 
the  soldier  at  home,  to  meet  this  great,  but  necessary  expense. 

Cotton  Shirts,  Cotton  Drawers,  Canton  Flannel  Shirts  and  Drawers,  Sur- 
gical Shirts  and  Drawers,  (with  tape  string.s  to  tie,  instead  of  seams  at  the 
sides,)  Large  Cotton  Drawers  (to  wear  In-doors  as  pants,)  Dressing-gowns, 
.Slippers,  (if  of  cloth  or  carpet,  with  thick  soles,)  Sheets,  Pillow-cases,  Bedticks 
(single,  for  filling  with  straw,)  Pillows,  Pads  for  fractured  limbs,  Ring-pads  for 
wounds.  Fans,  Netting  to  protect  from  flies,  Ilousewives,  stored  with  needles, 
thread,  buttons,  pius,  &c.,  Handkerchiefs,  Wash-rags,  Old  Linen. 

Oat-meal,  Farina,  Corn-starch,  Dried  Rusk,  Jellies,  Soda  Biscuit,  Butter 
Crackers,  Boston  Crackers,  Pickles,  Jams,  Onions  in  Barrels,  Apples  in  barrels, 
Cranberries,  Dried  Fruits.  Eggs  are  always  needed.  They  should  be  care- 
fully packed  in  boxes  large  enough  to  hold  about  100  dozen,  made  with 
handles  projecting  from  each  end,  made  strong  and  packed  full.  Well  shaken 
down  as  they  are  packed,  and  sent  by  express.  Good  Black  Tea,  Oiocolate, 
Lemons,  Syrups.    All  preparations  of  the  blackberry  are  of  double  value. 

Good  Brandy,  Madeira  Wine,  Port  Wine,  Cordials.  Domestic  wines  are  ex- 
cellent in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  summer. 

St.'Vtio>jery  is  much  needed,  paper,  envelopes  and  pencils.  Send  the  best 
Books,  Magazines,  Periodicals,  Pictorials,  and  late  newspapers. 

HOW  TO  PACK. — Pack  in  boxes.  Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well. 
Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  that  two  cannot  conveniently  lift  them  into  a, 
wagon.  Pack  eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack  perishable  articles,  such 
as  oranges,  lemons,  bread,  cakes,  nor  jara  of  jellies  and  jams,  with  other 
goods.  Bottles  and  Jars  should,  when  possible,  be  packed  in  boxes  by  them- 
selves, well  filled  with  saw-dust  or  straw.  Never  pack  Clothing,  or  Dried 
Fruits  and  Berries,  with  goods  that  are  liable  to  break  and  spill.  Tin  cans 
should  be  soldered;  all  other  modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and 
firmly  bound  with  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed  closely  in 
saw-dust  or  hay,  in  boxes,  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and  a  half  in  a  box,  and 
nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  handling.  Jellies  in  tumblers,  covered  with 
paper,  and  wine=:,  cordials,  kc,  in  bottles,  with  paper  or  other  poor  stopjoers, 
are  liable  to  spill  out,  and  if  packed  with  other  things,  sure  to  injure  them.  . 

I 

HOW  TO  MARK. — Mark  in  plain  letters  and  figures,  with  paint  or  ink  o-a    • 
the  boards — cards  rub  off.     On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the  bo.x  according 
to  the  number  sent  by  you  Ih  all,  numbering  you'r  first  box  *1,  your  second  *2, 
3'our  third  *3,  and  so  on  from  the  first  sent  to  the  last.     On  another  corner, 
mark  each  box,  as  from  your  Society,  giving  the  name,  and  have  it  co^spicc- 

OUSLT  ADDRESSED  TO  ME  MOST   CONVENIENT   BRANCH  OF  THE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN 
COMMISSION,  AS  DIRECTED  ON  THE  NEXT  PAGE. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  also  send  an  invoice  or  list 
by  mail,  on  paper,  the  comxnc-n  letter  sheet  size,  written  only  on  one  side, 
specifying  each  box  or  barrel  by  number,  and  giving  the  contents  of  each  bj- 
itself.  Give  ronr  own  name  and  post-ofBce  in  full,  with  the  name  of  yoiir 
State.  Place  dso  another  list  or  invt/ico  of  thosame  kind  in  the  box,  under 
the  lid. 


MEMBERS 

OF   THE 

EESIDIITG  IH  NEW  EirGLAITD. 


Rev.  IIOLLIN  H.  NEALE-,  D.  D.,  Boston,  Maes. 

CHAllLES  DEiMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hon.  GEORGE  F.  PATTON,  Bath,  Me. 

Kev.  Col.  .JAMES  PIKE,  Sanbornton  Bridge,  N.  H. 

Hon.  ERASrUS  FAIRBANKS,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt 

EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  FRANCIS  WAYLAND,  D.  D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  W.  A.  BUCKINGHAM,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  New  England, 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  91  Washington  St.,  Boston. 


The  Christian  CominissioTi  has  constant  need  of  money,  Btorea,  and  deli'gates. 

If  every  ciiurch  in  New  Engiand  will  hold  a  i>rayer-in(3eting  for  the  country 
on  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  each  mouth,  and  take  a  collection  for  the 
Christiau  Oommission,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  raised,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  be  obtained  for  our  land. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  e.och  town,  will  also  gather  up  consider- 
».ble  money,  and  secure  large  contributions  of  stores. 

Union  meetings,  addressed  by  delegates,  will  assist  much. 

All  who  desire  to  go  as  delegates,  who  wish  for  ajjealiera  to  address  meet- 
ings, for  documents  and  information,  may  write  to 

CHARLES  DEilOND,  91  AVashington  Street,  Boston. 

Let  oyer.y  patriot  and  Christian  who  shall  see  this,  do  what  he  can  to  secnro 
the  above  named  agencies,  remembering  that  he  can  thus  not  only  send  bodily 
comforts  to  the  nob!o  men  who  are  sulfering  in  his  behalf,  but  also  help  to 
lead  them  to  Christ,  who  died  for  us  all. 

■\Vhile  our  country  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  strife,  every  true  man,  woman 
and  child,  will  rejoice  to  enlist  lur  the  wiu-  in  such  a  work  as  he  may  do  for 
his  country  and  his  God. 

Money  and  store.i  may  be  sent,  .is  may  be  most  convenient,  to  either  of  the 
following  gentlemen  :—T.  G.  SflCKNEY,  Itaugor;  CIIAKLES  DOUGLASS, 
Bath;  TIIOMAS  K.  U  AYBS,  Portland.  Tn  Boston,  stores  to  L.  T'.  ROWLAND, 
Treinont  Temple;  money  to  JOSEi'lI  STORY,  or  CHAELES  DEilOND, 


Il^FOEMATION" 

FOR 

ARMY    MEETINGS. 


In  many  places  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  the  month  is  devoted  to  a 
Union  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  deepest  in- 
tOTest  has  been  excited  by  these  meetings.  It  is  humbly  suggested  to  all  who 
believe  in  the  power  of  prayer,  to  form  such  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  our 
nation's  destiny.  This  tract  is  compiled  with  the  view  of  affording  information 
for  these  Army  Meetings.    Please  circulate  it. 


FEBRUABY,  1885. 


GEORGE  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  "W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary/. 

Rev.  LEMUEL  MOSS,  Secretary  Home  Organization. 

Rev.  BERNICE  D.  AMES,  Secretary  Field  Organization, 


(^umixxt  (SimwrnxiUn, 


GEO.  H.  STTJART,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  JANES,  D.  D.,  N.  Y. 
C.  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
JNO.  P.  CROZER,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
JAY  COOKE,  Esq.,  " 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,    " 
Jlev.  Bishop  M.  Simpson,  D.D.,  " 


STEPHEN  COIiWELL,  Esq.,  Philada. 
Hon.  WM.  E.  DODGE,  New  York. 
Rev.  HEMAN  DYER,  D.  D.,     " 
W. S.GRIFFITH,  Esq., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
G.  S.  GRIFFITH,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
H.  G.  JONES,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Ex.  OfT.,  Philu. 


JAS.  B   K01)OEBS,  PK.,  52  AND  54  NOEIH  SIXTH  ST.,  PHIIABA. 


MEMBERS 

OF   THR  ^ 

EESIDIITG  IH  NEW  ENGLAITD. 


Eev.  IIOLLIN  H.  NEALR,  D.  D.,  Boston,  Maes. 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hon.  GEORGE  F.  PATTON,  Bath,  Me. 

Eev.  Col.  JAMES  PIKE,  Sanbornton  Bridge,  N.  H. 

Hon.  ERASl'US  FAIRBANKS,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt 

EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  FRANCIS  WAY  LAND,  D.  D.,  Providence,  R.  L 

Hon.  W.  A.  BUCKINGHAM,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  New  Englnnd, 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  91  Washington  St.,  Boston. 


The  Christian  Commission  has  ronatant  need  of  money,  stores,  and  delegates. 

If  every  ciiurcU  in  New  England  will  Jiold  a  prayer-maetiug  for  the  couutry 
on  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  each  mouth,  and  take  a  collection  for  tho 
Christian  Commission,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  raised,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  be  obtained  for  our  land. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  e.ach  town,  will  also  gather  up  consider- 
able money,  and  secure  largo  contributions  of  stores. 

Union  meetings,  addressed  by  delegates,  will  assist  much. 

All  who  desire  to  go  as  delegates,  who  wisli  for  speakers  to  address  meet- 
ings, for  documents  and  information,  may  write  to 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  91  Waiihington  Street,  Boston. 

Let  oyery  patriot  and  Christian  who  sliall  see  this,  do  what  he  can  to  secure 
the  above  named  agt-ncies,  renionibering  that  he  can  thu.s  not  only  send  bodily 
comforts  to  tho  noblo  men  wlio  are  sulfering  i7i  liis  belialf,  but  also  help  to 
lead  them  to  Christ,  who  died  lor  us  all. 

While  our  country  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  strife,  every  true  man,  woman 
and  child,  will  rejoice  to  enlist  lor  the  wsir  in  sucli  a  work  as  he  may  do  lor 
his  country  and  his  God. 

Money  and  stores  may  be  sent,  ns  may  be  most  convenient,  to  either  of  tho 
following  gentlemen  :—'r.  0.  SflCKNEY,  liangor;  CUAKLES  DOUGLASS, 
15ath;  TtlOMAS  K.  IJAYiJS,  Portland.  Tn  Boston,  store.?  to  L.  P.  ROWLAND, 
Tromont  Temple;  money  to  JOSEPH  STORY,  or  CHARLES  DEMOND. 


Ili^FOEMATIOE" 


FOR 


ARMY    MEETINGS. 


In  many  places  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  the  month  is  devoted  to  a 
Union  Montlily  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  deepest  in- 
tOTest  has  been  excited  by  these  meetings.  It  is  humbly  suggested  to  all  who 
believe  in  the  power  of  prayer,  to  form  such  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  our 
nation's  destiny.  This  tract  is  compiled  with  the  view  of  affording  information 
for  these  Army  Meetings.    Please  circulate  it. 


PEBRUABT,  1865. 


GEORGE  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treaaurer. 

Rev.  W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary/. 

Rev.  LEMUEL  MOSS,  Secretary  Rome  Organization. 

Rev.  BERNICE  D.  AMES,  Secretary/  Field  Organization. 


(^xmiiiw  ^mxmiiUt, 


GEO.  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.  Bishop  E.  S.  JANES,  D.D.,  N.  Y. 
C.  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
JNO.  P.  CROZER,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
JJIY  COOKE,  Esq., 
JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,    « 
Jlev.  Bishop  M.  Simpson,  D.D.,  " 


STEPHEN  COLWELL,  Esq.,  Philada. 
Hon.  WM.E.  DODGE,  New  York. 
Rev.  HEMAN  DYER,  D.  D.,     " 
W.S.GRIFFITH,  Esq., Brooklyn, N.Y. 
G.  S.  GRIFFITH,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Mi 
H.  G.  JONES,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Ex.  OfT.,  Phifa. 


JAB.  B   KODOEBS,  PR.,  62  AND  64  HOKIH  SIXTH  ST.,  PHILADA. 


I>  I  Et  EI  O  T  O  It  "ST, 

PHILADELPHIA.— Letters  to  Kev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  or 

Rev.  B.  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street ;  money  to  Jos.  Patterson,  Western  Bank  ; 

stores  to  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  11  Bank  Street. 
ALBANY,  N.  Y. — Stores  and  money  to  Wm.  McElroy,  645  and  647  Broadway; 

letters  to  Levi  Dederick. 
BALTIMORE,  MD.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  N.  McJilton,  D.D.;  money  to  Rev.  G. 

P.  Hays :  stores  to  G.  S.  Griffith,  89  and  91  W.  Baltimore  Street. 
BANGOR,  ME. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 
BATH,  ME, — Letters  and  stores  to  C.  Douglass ;  money  to  G.  H.  Palmer. 
BOSTON,  MASS.— Letters  to  C.  Demond,  91  Washington  St.;  money  to  Joseph 

Story,  112  Tremont  Street;  stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Tremont  Temple. 
BROOKLl'N,  L.  I.— Letters   to   Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.D.;  money  to  S.  B. 

Caldwell ;  stores  to  W.  S.  Griffith ;  Rooms,  16  Court  Street. 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y. — Letters  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  to  F.  Gridley;  stores  to  J. 

D.  Hill ;  Rooms,  41  Pearl  Street. 
CHICAGO,  ILL.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Bos  5801 ;  money  to  S.  P.  Far- 

rington,  44  &  46  S.  Water  St. ;  stores  to  Rooms  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  109  S.  Clarke  St. 
CINCINNATI,  0. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Marlay ;  money  and  stores  to  A.  E. 

Chamberlain,  .51  Vine  Street. 
CLEVELAND,  0.— Letters  to  L.  P.  Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather;  stores  to 

Geo.  Mvgatt,  99  Bank  St. 
DETROIT,  MICH.— Letters  to  C.  F.  Clark;  money  to  E.  C.  Walker;  stores  to 

Francis  Raymond,  130  Jefferson  Avenue. 
HARTFORD,  CONN.— Letters  to  Rev.  H.  Powers;  money  to  A.  G.Hammond, 

Exchange  Bank ;  Stores  to  Rooms,  87  Asylum  Street. 
IIARRISBURG,  PA.— Letters  money  and  stores  to  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson. 
INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  and  stores  to  C.  N.  Todd,  8  North  Pennsylva- 
nia St.:  mone.y  to  J.  M.  Ray. 
LAMBERTYILLE,  N.  J. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  J.  A.  Anderson. 
LANCASTER,  PA.— Monev  to  J.  W.  Hubley,  Treasurer. 
LOUISVILLE,  KY.— Letters  to  Isaac  Russell,  Walnut  St.  between  6th  and  7th ; 

money  to  J.  G.  Barrett,  Citizen's  Bank ;  stores  to  J.  Ed.  Hardy,  325  Main  St, 
MILWAUKIE,  Wise— Letters  to  D.  W.  Perkins ;  money  to  John  A.  Dutcher ; 

stores  to  W.  S.  Carter,  care  of  Dutcher,  Ball  and  Goodrich,  103  E.  Water  St. 
NEWARK.  N.  J.— Money  to  J.  D.  Orton,  Treasurer. 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Letters  to  R.P.  Cowles,  390  Chapel  st.;  money  to  H. 

N.  Whittlesey, 305  Chapel  St.;  stores  to  Rooms  390  Chapel  St. 
NEW  YORK. — Letters  and  stores  to  Dr.  N.  Bishop,  30  Bible  House ;  money  to 

J.  M.  Brown,  59  Wall  St. 
PEORIA,  ILL. — Letters  to  G.  H.  Mcllvaine;  money  to  Wm.- Reynolds;  stores 

to  A.  G.  Tyng;  Rooms,  10  South  Adams  St. 
PITTSBURG,  PA.— Letters  to  R.  C.  Totten  or  Joseph  Albree,  71  Wpod  St.;  mo- 
ney to  Wm.  Frew,  172  Wood  St.;  stores  to  W.  P.  Weyman,  76  Smithfield  St. 
PORTLAND,  ME.— Letters  and  stores  to  T.  R.  Hayes,  110  Middle  St.;  money 

to  C.  Sturdivant,  90  Commercial  St. 
PORTLAND,  OREG.— Letters  to  Rev.  G.  H.  Atkinson;  money,  &c.,  to  W.  S.Ladd. 
PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Letters,  &c.,  to  W.  J.  King;  money  to  J.  W.  Vernon. 
ROCHESTER,  N.  Y.— Letters,  money  and  stores  to  0.  D.  Grosvenor,  75  State  St. 
SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 

McDonald;  stores  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 
ST.  LOUIS,  MO. — Letters  and  stores  to  J.  H.  Parsons ;  Rooms,  under  Lindell 

Hotel;  money  to  E.  Ticknor. 
ST.  PAUL,  MINN.— Letters  to  H.  M.  Knox;  money  and  stores  to  D.  D.  Mer- 
rill, 193  E.  Third  Street. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  C.  P.  Lyford,  520  Montgomery  St. ; 

money  to  P.  Sather,  same  address ;  stores  to  J.  B.  Roberts,  215  California  St. 
SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— Letters,  money  and  stores  to  P.  A.  Brewer. 
TOLEDO,  0.— Letters  to  Rev.  H.  W.  Pierson,  D.D.;  money  and  stores  to  D.  B. 

Smith,  cor.  Jefferson  and  Water  Streets. 
TROY,  N.  Y. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  P.  P.  Allen,  First  National  Bank. 
UTICA,  N.  Y.— Letters  and  Stores  to  Rev.  D.  W.Bristol,  D.D.,  118  Genesee  St.; 

money  to  R.  S.  Williams,  Oneida  Bank,  157  Genesee  St. 
VIRGINIA,  NEV. — Letters  and  money  to  Rev.  Franklin  Rising. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C— Letters,  money  and  stores  to  Wm.  Ballantyne,  498  7th 

St.;  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  500  H.  Street. 
WHEELING,  W.  Va. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  R.  Crangle,  Merchants'  and 

Mechanics'  Bank. 


INFORMATION 


FEBRUARY    MEETINGS. 


Full  reports  of  the  great  meetings  in  Washington  and 
Philadelphia  will  reach  ovir  contributors  tlii'ough  other 
channels,  so  that  we  need  not  occupy  any  space  here  in 
referring  to  them. 

Statistics  From  Annual  Report. 
Elaborate  and  complete  statistical  tables,  showing  all 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the  past  year,  have- 
been  prepared,  and  will  soon  be  published.  In  the  mean, 
time  we  present  the  following  summary,  read  at  the  an^ 
nual  meeting  in  Washington : 

GENERAL  SUMMARY  OF  RECEIPTS  AND  VALUES  FOR 
1864,  WITH  AMOUNTS  FOR  1862  AND  1883. 

Cash  receipts  of  central  and  branch  offices  for 

1864 $1,297,765  28 

Hospital   stores   donated  central   and  branch 

offices,  for  1864 1,169,508  37 
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rublications  donated  central  and  branch  offices, 

for  1864 ■  83,084  38 

Bibles  and  Testaments  donated  by  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society 72,114  8:3 

Value  of  volunteer  delegates'  services 169,9i!0  00 

Value  of  railroad,  steamboat,  and  other  trans- 
portation facilities 106,765  00 

Value  of  telegraph  facilities,    from   Maine  to 

California 26,450  00 

Value  of  rents  of  warehouses  and  offices  dona- 
ted to  the  Commission 6,750  00 

Total  values  for  18G4 i $2,882,347  86 

Total  values   received   by  the  Commission  in 

1863 916,837  65 

Total   values   received   by  the    Commission  in 

1862 231,256  29 

Total  values  for  1862,  1863,  and  1864 $4,030,441  80 

GENERAL    SUMMARY    OF    WORK    AND    DISTRIBUTION 
FOR  1864. 

Boxes  of  Hospital  stores  and  publications  dis- 
tributed during  the  year 47,103 

Value  of  stores  distributed $1,714,261  85 

Value  of  publications  distributed 446,574  26 

Value  of  stationery  distributed 24,834  71 

Value  of  205  chapels  and  chapel  tents  erected 
during  last  winter  and  the  present,  in  the 
various  armies 114,359  78 

Copies  of  Bibles  and  Testaments  and  portions 

of  Scriptures  distributed  during  the  year....  569,594 

Copies  of  Hymn  and  Psalm  Books   distributed 

duringthe  year 489,247 

Copies  of  Hymn  and  Psalm  Books  distributed 

duringthe  year 4,326,676 

Copies  of  bound  library  books  distributed  du- 
ring the  year 83,872 
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Copies  of  magazines  and  pamphlets  di^rilbuted 

during  the  year 346,536 

Copies  of  religious,  weekly  and  monthly  news- 
papers distributed  during  the  year 7,990,758 

Copies  of  pages  of  tracts 13,681,842 

Copies  of  "Silent  Comforter,"  &c 3,691 

Pelegates  commissioned  during  the  year 2,217 

j\ggregate  number  of  days  of  delegate  service  78,8G'j 
Average   number    of    delegates    constantly   in 

field  during  the  year 217 

Number  of  delegates  now  in  the  field , 276 

Balance  of  cash  on  hand  at  the  central  of&ce, 

January  1,  1865 $5,420  12 


About  tlie  first  of  December,  1864,  the  cburcb  of  the 
late  Rev.  Dr.  Thompson,  Lower  Tusoarora,  advised  the 
Christicin  Commission  that  f'GOO  had  been  raised  by 
them  to  supply  a  large  Chapel  Tent  for  the  use  of  the 
Commission  in  the  Army,  upon  which  they  desired  to 
have  painted,  in  fair  letters,  in  a  suitable  place,  as  the 
name  it  should  be  distinguished  by, 

THOMPSON    TUSOARORA   TABERNACLE. 

The  hand  of  God  was  in  this  for  good.  Other  churches 
have  followed  the  example.  December  12th,  Rev.  Mr. 
Crowell's  church,  in  Philadelphia,  raised  $622  for  an- 
other chapel  to  be  called  the 

CROWELL    TABERNACLE. 

Next  the  First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Philadelphia  raised  $540  for  another,  to  be  named  the 

WYLIE   TABERNACLE. 
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The  eliur(?li  of  Eev.  Dr.  Fowler,  Uticaj  N.  Y.,  pro- 
vided for  anotlier  to  be  called  tlie 

rOWLEK    TABERNACLE. 

Mrs.  Saliie  P.  Crozer  presented  $223  to  purchase  a 
Chapel  Fly,  (roof  of  canvass.)  The  church  of  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Hawes,  of  Philadelphia,  Dqcember  20th,  raised 
$520  for  a  chapel,  to  be  named  the 

hawes'  tabernacle. 

December  20th,  D.  Willis  James,  Esq.,  presented 
$.600  for  another,  to  be  called 

MEMORIAL    CHAPEL, 

in  memory  of  a  deceased  child. 

New  Haven,  Conn.,  gave,  December  26th,  $676  50 
for  another,  to  be  named 

QUINNIPIACK    TABERNACLE. 

Out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  lecture  of  Mr.  Grough,  of 
Boylston,  Mass,  December  28th,  means  for  another 
were  appropriated,  to  be  called  the 

JOHN  B.GOUGH  TABERNACLE. 

Rev.  Dr.  Patterson  telegraphed  from  Lake  Forest,  Il- 
linois, December  29th,  contributions  for  another,  to  be 
named 

LAKE   FOREST    TABERNACLE, 

for  use  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  Brooklyn  and  Long  Island  Christian  Commission 
gave  $5000  for  ten  Chapel  Tents,  and  the  Cleveland 
Branch  $1000  for  two,  for  use  in  the  Shenandoah. 

It  is  designed  that  the  donors,  whether  churches  or 
individuals,  shall  hear  from  the  Agents  or  Delegates  in 


the  field  from  time  to  time  how  the  work  of  the  Lord 
prospers  in  the  Tabernacles  they  have  enabled  the  Com- 
mission to  set  up. 

Now  there  are  several  very  interesting  and  suggestive 
things  in  these  examples.  One  is  a  memorial  of  a  be- 
loved deceased  pastor;  others  are  tokens  of  love  to  pas- 
tors living  and  laboring  amongst  them;  another  the  me- 
morial of  a  departed  child;  others  are  the  offerings  of 
the  people  of  cities  and  towns,  bearing  up  before  the 
soldiers  the  name  of  the  place,  or  some  interesting  lo- 
cality connected  with  it,  from  which  they  came.  Thus, 
all  help  to  meet  a  want  in  the  army  of  what  is  of  vast 
and  vital  importance  to  the  soldiers. 

These  Tabernacles  serve  as  Churches,  reading  and 
writing  rooms,  and  places  of  social  gathering,  and  each 
one  is  a  Bethel  to  many  of  our  brave  men. 

As  yet  this  matter  is  only  just  begun.  More  than 
two  hundred  chapels  have  been  set  up,  and  only  about 
twenty  provided  for  as  yet  in  this  way.  If  a  hundred 
more  should  be  added  to  the  two  hundred  already  sent,  it 
would  not  supply  one  for  each  brigade  in  the  army. 

Can  any  church,  or  any  individual,  or  any  community 
do  better  than  to  follow  these  examples,  and  thus  provide 
for  the  soldiers,  while  they  set  up  a  pillar,  with  some  be- 
loved, honored  name  upon  it,  for  the  soldiers  to  read  ? 


For  the  last  five  months  I  have  had  charge  of  this 
department,  during  which  time  we  have  filed  six  hun- 
dred and  seventy  regular  inquiries,  besides  receiving  and 
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answering  a  mucTi  larger  number  of  letters  connected 
with  the  inquiries  and  replies. 

The  object  of  the  department  is  twofold:  to  ascertain 
the  place  and  condition  of  soldiers,  and  give  them  special 
attention,  as  requested  by  their  friends;  also  to  give  to 
soldiers  in  the  field  or  hospital  assistance  in  many  cases 
that  does  not  come  within  the  scope  of  a  delegate's  work. 

The  following  cases  will  serve  to  show  the  nature  of 
the  inquiries  that  are  made,  and  the  answers  given: 
Sept.  26th,  1864,  I  received  a  letter  inquiring  about 
C.T.  P.,  and  I  quote  a  part  of  it : — "  Christian  Commission, 
City  Point.  Without  knowing  what  name  to  address  in 
your  locality,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing  you 
in  behalf  of  my  son,  C.  T.  P.,  in'  hospital  some  two  and 
a  half  miles  from  the  camp  of  his  regiment.  He  was  at 
the  blowing  up  of  the  rebel  fort  at  Petersburg,  and  during 
six  hours  of  terrible  conflict,  said — '  I  trusted  in  God, 
and  He  saved  me.'  .  .  .  Now  he  needs  the  kind 
hand  of  some  one  of  your  blessed  Commission  to  adminis- 
ter to  his  wants.  .  .  .  Grod  will  bless  you  for  your 
efforts  in  his  behalf,  and  so  will  his  anxious  parents.  We 
have,  and  especially  his  mother,  been  for  three  years  ac- 
tively engaged  in  preparing  and  sending  supplies  tO  the 
Sanitary  Commission,  and  now  her  reward  would  be 
more  joyous  to  know  that  her  suffering  boy  was  kindly 
cared  for.  May  God  bless  the  noble  efforts  of  the  Chris- 
tian and  Sanitary  Commissions,  and  may  you  continue  to 
pour  in  the  oil  and  the  wine !  Ten  thousand  anxious 
hearts  at  home  have  blessed  you,  and  tens  of  thousands 
of  suffering  soldiers  are  now  blessing  you  for  the  noble 
work  of  administering  to  their  wants." 

No,  197  contains  the  following: — "The   blessing  of 
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many  a  mother  attends  tlie  Christian  Commission."  Our 
reply  informed  her  that  her  son  was  about  to  start  on  a 
furlough  of  twenty  days. 

No.  250  referred  to  the  case  of  J.  W.  The  following 
is  a  portion  : — "  I  am  in  great  trouble  about  him.  He 
has  been  a  good  husband,  well  beloved  by  all  in  this  com- 
munity. We  came  from  England  eleven  years  ago.  I 
am  a  believer  in  Jesus,  and  was  before  I  left  home,  and 
I  do  pray  the  Lord  to  bless  you  for  your  work  and  labor 
of  love  toward  the  poor,  sick,  and  wounded  soldier.  Please 
do  all  you  can  for  my  poor  husband;  and  may  Grod  bless 
you  all,  and  make  you  a  blessing,  is  the  prayer  of  the 
least  of  God's  little  ones."  We  answered  that  the  man 
had  been  sent  to  Washington,  and  we  would  write  to  our 
Agent  there  to  care  for  him. 

No.  312,  asking  for  the  effects  of  J.  M.,  contains  the 
following: — "I  have  been  advised  to  address  you  con- 
cerning my  dear  departed  husband's  effects.  He  left 
some  few  things,  such  as  a  coat,  a  knife,  a  pocket  Bible, 
&c.,  which  would  be  a  great  comfort  to.  me  in  my  deep 
afl3[iction,  if  I  can  get  them.  .  .  .  Now,  would  you 
be  so  very  kind  as  to  see  that  these  things  are  sent  to  me 
by  express?  I  have  no  friends  there,  and  am  compelled 
to  ask  these  favors  of  strangers.  If  you  will  do  me  this 
great  favor,  I  can  only  say  God  will  reward  you  for  your 
kindness  to  a  soldier's  widow  and  his  fatherless  boy.  In 
deep  affliction,  M.  E.  M." 

No.  305  is  from  a  little  girl,  and  I  will  copy  it  entire, 
because  it  is  touching  in  its  anxious  pleading  for  word 
from  a  dear  father,  then  cold  in  death : — "■  To  Mr.  G.  H., 
or  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  : — It  is  now  four  weeks 
since  we  received  a  letter  from  my  dear  father,  and  heard 
1* 
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that  lie  was  very  sick,  and  we  liave  not  heard  a  word  since. 
This  is  the  third  letter  we  have  sent  off,  and  begged  for 
any  one  to  send  us  hack  an  answer  whether  roy  dear  fa- 
ther is  dead  or  alive.  My  mother  is  almost  crazy,  because 
she  cannot  hear  from  my  dear  father.  I  wonder  if  any  one 
there  would  please  be  so  kind  as  to  write  a  few  lines  back 
again,  whether  my  dear  father  is  dead  or  alive.  Please 
be  so  kind  as  to  write  back.  If  we  cannot  pay  you,  the 
Lord  will.    So  please  be  so  kind,  and  answer  this  letter." 

Anna  H . 

No  labor  that  I  have  done  in  the  service  of  the  Com- 
mission, has  so  shown  to  me  the  crushing  anguish  that 
has  been,  and  is  now  the  portion  of  thousands  of  devoted 
hearts  all  over  our  land.  Weeks  and  months  of  suspense 
often  try  the  hearts  of  dear  ones;  and  this  suspense,  if 
ended  at  all,  may  be  ended  by  the  most  brief  information 
possible.  Many  will  never  know  the  fate  of  their  loved 
ones.  Is  it  not  the  province  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion to  fill  these  dark  blanks  ?  I  cannot  admit  that  it  is 
the  spirit  of  the  Government  to  refuse  proper  informa- 
tion relating  to  its  noble  defenders.  I  have  at  all  times 
rendered  strict  attention  to  the  military  and  medical  rules, 
while  I  have  spared  no  pains  to  obtain  information,  and 
stopped  onij'  at  the  last  extremity  in  my  efforts  to  com- 
fort stricken  ones,  who  have  applied  to  us  for  assistance. 
War  is  a  stern  master,  and  those  who  come  under  his 
rule  must  feel  the  weight  of  a  heavy  hand,  but  much 
may  be  done  to  lighten  the  blow. 

Yours  truly,  Henry  C  Houghton, 

Individual  Relief  Agent  ^  City  Point  ^Va. 
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Point  of  Kocks. 

Jan.  10,  1865. 

My  Dear  Mrs.  Wittenmyer. — I  suppose  by  this 
time  you  would  like  to  know  liow  progresses  the  first 
"Special  Diet  Kitchen"  in  the  Army  of  the  James. 
Well,  we  think,  all  things  considered,  the  Kitchen  is  an 
entire  success.  The  agents  are  quite  in  love  with  it,  and 
purpose  taking  board  with  us — so  much  is  it  already  in 
advance  of  their  own  Kitchen.  We  moved  into  our 
quarters  Monday,  January  2d,  and  Thursday,  the  5th, 
assisted  in  preparing  the  first  dinner  in  our  new  Kitchen, 
the  issuing  of  which  beggars  description!  The  dinner 
for  three  hundred  and  fifty,  which  consisted  of  Beef 
Steak,  Potatoes,  Corn  Starch  Pudding,  Bread  and  Toast 
buttered,  was  prepared  without  any  utensils  but  the 
stove  furniture,  and  cooked  in  the  stoves  without  any 
chimney,  and  with  green  pine  wood,  the  smoke  almost 
blinding  us.  The  carpenters  were  still  at  work  in  the 
room  putting  in  a  window,  making  a  store  room,  tables, 
shelves,  &c.,  and  ten  men  to  help  us,  beside  a  guard;  so 
you  can  imagine  we  were  somewhat  crowded.  All  we 
had  to  issue  in  were  two  wooden  buckets  and  a  tin  cup 
from  each  ward,  and  they  looked  more  like  swill  buckets 
than  any  thing  else.  For  supper  we  had  bread  and 
butter,  nicely  butt'ered  toast,  farina,  and  excellent  baked 
lapples,  and  our  new  tin  arrived  just  in  time  to  issue  in, 
but  as  there  was  much  confusion  and  no  system,  it  took 
more  than  an  hour  to  issue.  From  the  Surgeon  down 
no  one  knew  any  thing  about  this  new  order  of  things, 
and  so  it  was  up-hill  business  all  round.  The  next  day 
I  attempted  to  bring  order  out  of  this  confusion,  and  as- 
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signed  to  eacli  man  in  the  Kitclien  his  work,  and  Miss 
jS".  her  especial  oversight,  had  the  issuing  vessels 
labeled,  requested  a  diet  list  from  each  ward,  and  for  the 
ward  masters  to  come  for  the  rations  instead  of  the  nurses, 
until  they  fully  understood  the  working  of  the  new  sys- 
tem, all  of  which  the  surgeon  promptly  attended  to,  and 
at  noon,  Friday,  instead  of  an  innumerable  company  of 
nurses  calling  for  rations,  with  a  guard  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  house  and  preserve  order,  fourteen  gentlemanly 
behaved  and  manly-looking  ward  masters  unanimously 
presented  themselves.  I  told  them  briefly  our  manner 
of  issuing,  and  called  off  the  list,  and  in  about  ten  min- 
utes all  were  served,  and  had  left  with  their  rations.  It 
made  the  men  who  had  previously  been  in  the  Light 
Diet  Kitchen  open  wide  their  eyes  to  see  the  rations  so 
summarily  disposed  of.  The  next  day  I  was  sick  and 
unable  to  go  to  the  Kitchen,  and  Miss  N.  called  off 
the  list  for  each  meal,  and  they  were  issued  in  still  less 
time,  and  without  any  appreciable  blunders,  and  at  least 
five  of  our  men  are  not  able  to  read  the  numbers  on  the 
labels.  Now  the  rations  are  promptly  issued  in  less  than 
five  minutes.  We  have  very  excellent  men  in  our  Kitch- 
en, seA'en  white  and  three  black.  They  are  all  delighted 
with  the  new  order  of  things,  and  say  it  seems  very 
homelike;  we  all  eat  at  the  same  table,  one  or  two  taking- 
turns  to  serve.  The  colored  men  at  iirst  positively  de- 
clined, but  now  take  their  places  as  requested,  and  we 
have  a  very  pleasant,  social  table. 

Miss  H.  has  explored  her  entire  field,  and  com- 
menced systematic  ward  visitation.  She  has  a  large  and 
destitute  field,  and  the  amplest  opportunity  for  doing- 
good,  and  I  feel  assured  she  will  be  very  useful.     I  feel 
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that  just  sucli  labor  is  more  needed  tlian  any  other,  and 
no  Kitchen  shall  deprive  me  of  the  blessed  privilege  of 
entering  into  a  field  already  so  ripe  for  the  harvest,  and 
laboring  for  Christ  and  for  souls.  Meetings  are  held  in 
the  chapel  every  night,  very  fully  attended  and  intensely 
interesting;  many  anxious  inquiring  souls,  and  many 
finding  peace  in  Jesus.  Do  not  understand  that  I  mean 
to  neglect  the  Kitchen,  but  I  mean  to  find  time,  if  my 
health  don't  fail,  to  feed  the  soul  as  well  as  the  body.  If 
I  do  not,  I  shall  feel  that  I  am  doing  a  small  work.  I 
never  saw  men  so  approachable  upon  the  subject  of  reli- 
gion; they  truly  seem  "like  little  children."  May  God 
pour  out  His  Holy  Spirit  largely  upon  them,  and  grant 
them  His  salvation,  is  my  constant  prayer.  I  find  Miss 
N.  a  "  true  yoke-fellow." 

We  are  treated  with  great  deference  by  all  the  medi- 
cal ofiicials  here,  and  they  promise  to  do  all  in  their 
power  to  aid  us,  and  make  every  thing  as  pleasant  as  pos- 
sible. We  have  only  to  make  our  wishes  known,  and 
whatever  we  need  to  facilitate  our  work  is  forthcoming. 
Indeed,  now,  I  begin  to  fear  we  shall  be  killed  with  kind- 
ness, instead  of  coldness  and  hard  work,  and  if  there  is 
any  failure  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Kitchen,  it  will  be 
wholly  on  our  part,  so  you  must  help  us  with  your  coun- 
sels and  prayers,  that  we  fail  not,  and  in  nowise  bring 
this  department  of  Christian  efibrt  into  disrepute.  This 
has  been  a  trying  day.  All  night  and  all  day  the  rain 
has  come  down  in  torrents,  in  our  quarters  and  Kitchen, 
as  well  as  out  doors.  Quarts  of  water  run  off  our  beds 
while  we  slept,  and  all  our  clothing  had  to  be  wrapped 
in  rubber  blankets,  and  one  of  us  had  to  stay  all  day  to 
keep  the  house  from  washing  away,  while  the  others  were 
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at  the  Kitchen,  -which  was;  even  worse  off.  Almost  every 
thing  had  to  be  dried,  even  to  bed  and  bedding,  and  the 
Kitchen  was  well  nigh  over  shoes  with  mud  and  water. 
But  to-night  finds  us  in  good  spirits,  our  zeal  undampened, 
though  our  work  has  been  most  thoroughly  soaked. 
Affectionately,  E.  W.  J. 

P.  S. — ^I  had  one  of  the  kindest  of  notes  from  Mr. 
Cole  to-day.  All  hands  are  now  fully  awake  to  the  value 
of  the  work. 

At  Nashville— Diet  Zitchens. 

The  following  paragraphs  occur,  incidentally,  in  a 
Western  letter  to  the  New  York  Clironide. 

I  was  at  Nashville  last  week,  on  one  of  my  tours  of  dis- 
tribution to  the  soldiers  guarding  the  railroad,  and 
learned,  at  the  Provost  Marshal's,  that  they  had  already 
registered  the  names  of  10,000  prisoners  since  the  fight 
at  Franklin,  when  General  Hood  was  on  his  way  to 
Nashville.  I  visited  two  of  the  hospitals  of  that  city, 
and  found  their  utmost  capacity  taxed  for  our  own  and 
the  rebel  sick  and  wounded.  All  the  churches  that 
were  at  all  suitable  have  been  converted  into  hospitals. 
A  large  portion  of  the  wounded  I  saw  were  severe  eases, 
and  some  of  them  were  dying. 

The  highest  testimony  was  borne  to  the  usefulness  of 
the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission,  on  the  battle- 
field, and  in  the  hospitals.  The  diet  kitchens,  in  the 
hospitals  where  the  ladies  of  the  Commission  are  em- 
ployed, are  succeeding  finely.  I  saw  the  dinner  issued  to 
500  on  the  low  diet  list  at  Cumberland  hospital,  where 
tliere  are  two  of  these  ladies.  They  said  they  had  some- 
times had  1.000  patients  on  low  diet  there. 
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Baltimore,  Dec.  20tli,  1861. 
G.  S.  Griffith,  Esq.,  Chairman  U.  S.  C  C,  Baltimore. 

My  Dsar  Brother: — Having  just  returned  from  a 
tour  in  Shenandoah  Valley,  as  Superintendent  of  Scrip- 
ture Distribution,  I  am  prompted  to  address  you  a  few 
lines  in  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission 
in  that  region.  I  believe  that  depai*tment  is  under  your 
special  supervision,  and  feel  that  I  may  well  congratulate 
you  upon  the  fidelity  and  efficiency  which  characterize 
your  agents  in  charge  of  the  work.  J.  R.  Miller,  having 
his  head-quarters  at  Harper's  Ferry,  and  hLs  assistant) 
B,ev.  N.  C.  Brackett,  at  "Winchester,  well  deserve  the 
confidence  you  repose  in  them.  They  occupy  stations 
which  demand  great  energy,  prudence,  patience,  and,  not 
the  least,  politeness,  which  they  very  happily  combine. 
The  delegates  were  also  laboring  with  self-denying  assi- 
duity. Whatever  toil  and  hardships  are  needful  and 
within  their  reach,  most  of  them  meet  with  great  cheer- 
fulness. An  incident  in  my  experience  will  furnish  an 
illustration. 

Owing  to  the  recent  opening  of  the  railroad  from 
Harper's  Ferry  to  Stevenson's  Depot,  about  five  miles 
this  side  of  Winchester,  it  became  necessary  to  establish 
a  Christian  Commission  station  at  the  terminus  of  the 
road.  On  the  5th  of  the  month,  the  dciy  the  work  was 
undertaken,  I  arrived  at  Stevenson's,  on  my  way  to  Win- 
chester. Finding  it  near  night,  and  no  escort  to  go  far- 
ther, I  sought  the  apartments  of  the  Commission.  These, 
I  found,  consisted  of  two  tents,  one  of  which  was  in  pro- 
cess of  erection.     Two  of  the  brethren  were  doing  the 
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■work  of  building  a  fire-place  and  cliimney  witli  old  brick 
for  material,  and  a  sbingle  for  a  trowel.  Darkness  soon 
suspended  tlie  mason  work,  and  attention  was  nest 
turned  to  getting  supper.  This  was  done  under  peculiar 
difficulties,  as  tbe  brethren,  having  hardly  expected  to 
spend  the  night  there,  had  not  made  suitable  j)rovision. 
Probably  few  of  us  ever  attempted  to  set  up  house- 
keeping with  so  few  conveniences  of  eatables  or  eating  and 
cooking  utensils.  However,  we  made  a  pretty  comfort- 
able meal,  and  next  addressed  ourselves  to  the  duty  of 
arranging  our  couch.  At  first,  things  looked  very  for- 
bidding. The  ground  was  cold  and  wet,  and  a  rubber 
and  woollen  blanket  each,  together  with  a  shawl,  were 
all  we  had  to  keep  us  dry  and  warm.  But,  by  dint  of 
perseverance  and  the  aid  of  a  friendly  soldier,  we  at 
length  obtained  pieces  of  board  enough  to  cover  a  suffi- 
cient space  for  three  to  lie,  and  an  armful  of  hay  to  lay 
over  them.  On  this  foundation,  with  a  rail  on  each  side 
to  fence  us  in,  we  ^'■camjied  down"  for  the  night,  the 
two  on  the  outside  doing  picket  duty  against'  the  cold 
for  the  one  in  the  centre. 

The  next  morning  we  rose,  not  feeling  particularly  re- 
freshed, spread  our  table  once  more,  and  went  to  our  re- 
spective duties.  There  was  no  murmuring,  but  the  ut- 
most cheerfulness ;  each  delegate  esteeming  it  a  privilege 
to  make  any  required  sacrifice,  in  order  to  comfort  and 
bless  our  heroic  defenders.  I  spent  some  time  in  the 
Hospitals  in  and  around  Winchester,  where  I  witnessed 
scenes  of  thrilling  interest,  some  joyful,  some  painful. 
Some  were  recovering,  cheerful  in  the  sacred  pledge  to 
devote  themselves,  through  remaining  days,  to  their 
great  Deliverer.     Some  were  dying  triumphant  in  the 
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prospect  of  soon  being  present  with  their  Lord.  Some 
were  dying,  lamenting  in  anguish,  that  the  harvest  was 
past,  the  summer  ended,  and  they  not  saved.  One  such, 
whom  I  tried  to  point  to  Christ,  groaned  in  agony  over 
his  folly  and  wickedness,  in  not  having  become  a  Chris- 
tain  before.  He  had  pious  parents,  brother  and  sister  ; 
but  has  neglected  religion,  profaned  God's  name,  and 
now  must  die  unprepared.  I  tried  to  encourage  him  to 
come  to  Christ.  He  did  not  think  much  of  a  death-bed 
repentance.  I  told  him  the  penitent  and  contrite  would 
be  accepted  at  the  eleventh  hour.  Said  he,  ''Do  you 
think,  after  I  h&ve  wasted  my  life,  and  insulted  God's 
goodness,  he  will  accept  me,  if  I  come,  and  fling  this  last 
remnant  of  my  life  in  his  face  ?  I  told  him  Christ  par- 
doned one  sinner  just  before  he  died.  "  I  am  worse  than 
the  thief  on  the  cross."  I  told  him  Christ  was  able  to 
save  to  the  uttermost  all  who  come  unto  him.  I  read  to 
him  from  the  fifty-fifth  chapter  of  Isaiah.  He  seemed 
almost  astonished  at  those  melting  proffers  of  grace ;  but 
when  I  read  to  him  the  sentences,  '^Seek  ye  the  Lord, 
while  he  may  be  found.  .Calf  ye  upon  him,  while  he  is 
near,"  he  spoke  out  in  anguish,  "That's  it!  That's  it! 
I  did  not  do  it."  I  dwelt  a  little  upon  the  precious  en- 
couragements in  the  chapter.  I  told  him  a  merciful 
Providence  had  sent  me  there,  on  purpose  to  offer  him 
pardon,  and  urge  him  to  repentance.  He  replied,  "It 
seems  so."  After  I  had  prayed  with  him,  I  asked  him 
if  he  could  not  pray  for  himself.  To  this  he  assented. 
I  asked  .him  if  he  could  not  say  in  his  heart,  "  God  be 
merciful  to  me,  a  sinner."  He  repeated,  very  devoutly, 
"0,  Lord,  be  merciful  to  me,  a  sinner."  He  afterwards 
closed  his  eyes,  as  if  in  silent  prayer. 
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The  next  day  I  could  not  visit  liim.  The  following  day, 
immediately  after  breakfast,  I  repaired  to  liis  ward,  and, 
as  my  eager  eyes  turned  to  his  cot,  there  lay  his  lifeless 
form.  He  had  just  breathed  his  last.  I  could  but  take 
a  little  consolation  in  the  hope  that  my  labors  had  not 
been  in  vain,  when  I  was  told  by  the  pious  ward  master, 
that  he  expressed,  before  he  left,  resignation  to  God's 
will. 

At  Martinsburg  and  Cumberland  also,  the  work  is  in 
f:\ithful  hands,  and  receiving  the  divine  blessing. 

At  Martinsburg  there  is  an  interesting  and  peculiar 
development  of  that  enterprise,  with  which  the  Ameri- 
can Bible  Society  and  the  Christian  Commission  co-ope- 
rate. 

Since  early  in  1861  there  has  been  nothing  done  in  the 
way  of  contributions  to  the  Bible  cause  in  that  vicinity, 
and  probably  not  in  any  region  visited  by  the  contending 
armies.  Upon  consultation  with  some  of  the  citizens,  I 
found  them  instructed  to  have  the  place  canvassed  and 
supplied  with  the  Scriptui-es,  partl^r  for  the  sake  of  the 
refugees,  who  have  come  among  them.  They  desired 
that  the  attention  of  the  citizens  should  be  called  to  the 
matter  on  last  Sabbath. 

They  have  suffered  so  much  by  the  alternating  autho- 
rities under  which  they  have  lived  for  the  last  few  years, 
that  they  did  not  entertain  the  idea  of  raising  much 
money,  but  still  were  willing  to  take  up  a  collection,  one 
man  remarking  that  if  they  could  raise  five  dollars,  it 
would  be  worth  the  effort.  The  principal  obj.ect  pro- 
posed was  to  organize  a  committee  of  citizens  to  canvass 
the  place,  if  they  could  obtain  the  books.  After  the 
subject  had  been  presented  to  the  congregation,  however, 


19 

a  collection  was  taken  up,  wliicli  resulted  in  upwards  of 
$31  in  greenbacks  paid  at  tlie  time  and  more  pledged. 
They  appointed  a  committee  also,  to  superintend  canvass- 
ing tlie  place. 

Yv^itli  fraternal  regard,  yours  trxily, 

W.  H.  Gilbert, 
Agent  A.  B.  S.  &  U.  S.  G.  C. 


The  Lost  Son  Found. 
Early  on  one  erening  in  December,  1864,  as  I  sat 
writing  letters  for  soldiers  in  chaplain  Henries'  office  at 
the  hospital,  Div.  No.  1,  at  Annapolis,  there  came  into 
the  room  a  yery  aged  and  feeble  man,  from  Cambridge, 
111.,  an  acquaintance  and  friend  of  Prest  Blanchard  of 
that  State.  V/ith  trembling  and  sadness,  he  inquired  if 
we  could  tell  him  any  thing  about  his  son,  N.  H.  Tilson. 
We  replied,  that  we  did  not  recollect  to  have  seen  him. 
He  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  some  one  in  that 
hospital,  informing  him  that  his  son  had  reached  there, 
a  paroled  Union  prisoner,  from  Savannah.  He  further 
said  that  he  had  not  heard  from  him,  before  receiving 
that  letter,  for  about  a  year;  that  then  he  learned  that 
he  was  probably  slain  in  a  battle  near  Knoxville,  and  he 
and  his  family  had  given  him  up  as  probably  dead.  But 
when  they  received  the  news  of  his  arrival  and  sickness 
at  Annapolis,  they  all  sat  down  and  wept  in  their  joy, 
and  then  decided  that  he  and  his  daughter — both  of  them 
feeble  in  health — must  set  out  to  find  him.  They  had 
travelled  a  thousand  miles  or  more;  he  had  left  his 
daughter  at  the  hotel,  telling  her  that  she  must  be  pre- 
pared for  the  worst,  that  they  might  find  that  her  brother 
was  dead. 
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Chaplain  Henries  told  him  he  would  go  out  into  the 
various  wards  of  the  hospital,  and  make  inquiry  for  his 
son.  After  he  had  gone,  I  endeavored  to  comfort  the 
dear  old  man — a  warm-hearted  Christian — by  saying  that 
we  found  that  many  of  the  prisoners  from  Andersonville 
stockade  had  either  been  converted  th^re,  or  soon  after 
their  arrival  at  Annapolis.  He  replied,  in  tears,  that  his 
chief  ^xa.jev  for  his  son  all  along  had  been,  that,  if  still 
living,  he  might  become  a  Christian. 

While  thus  conversing,  I  turned  over  the  leaves  of  my 
Christian  Commission  note-book,  then  nearly  full,  to  see 
if  I  could  find  any  trace  of  the  son  of  this  aged  man. 
At  length  I  discovered  his  name,  but  did  not  at  first  in- 
form his  father  of  my  discovery,  lest  I  should  find  there 
also  a  record  of  his  death.  Glancing  rapidly  along  the 
lines,  I  found  this: — "N.  Holmes  Tilson,  Cambridge, 
Henry  county.  111.  Been  in  prison  a  year;'  taken  pri- 
soner at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  November  18th,  1863 ;  he- 
came  a  Christian  lust  of  June  or  first  of  July  last,  at 
Andersonville.  .Not  heard  from  home  for  about  eleven 
months." 

I  read  my  sketch  to  the  father,  and  he  was  so  over- 
come with  joy  that  he  could  scarcely  speak.  Soon  the 
chaplain  returned,  and  told  us  the  glad  news  that  he  had 
found  him.  He  said  that  as  he  went  into  the  room 
where  the  boy  (for  he  was  hardly  more  than  that)  lay, 
he  recognized  him  as  one  he  had  several  times  visited 
alone  and  with  myself;  but,  in  the  multitude,  his  name 
had  been  forgotten.  The  young  man'said,  "  Chaplain, 
you  have  not  been  to  see  me  in  a  great  while.  Have 
you  got  a  letter  from  my  father  ?" 

"No,  I  have  no  letter  from  him.  What  would  you 
give  to  see  your  father  V 
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"I  will  give  twenty-five  dollars  this  minute!" 

''Well,  I'll  go  and  bring  him." 

This  last  sentence  was  uttered  so  playfully,  that  the 
lad  hardly  knew  what  he  meant,  and  presumed  that  it 
could  not  be  that  his  father  had  come. 

But  soon  the  chaplain  escorted  the  old  man  to  the 
room  where  the  boy  lay.  The  father  hurried  over  to  that 
low  cot  in  the  corner,  knelt  down,  put  his  arms  about 
his  son,  and  the  son  threw  his  arms  about  his  father's 
neck,  and  then  they  kissed  each  other  and  wept. 

The  lost  son  was  found!  found,  the  old  man  thought, 
in  both  senses.  For,  the  second  morning  after,  as  I  left 
Annapolis,  before  the  break  of  day,  that  Christian  father 
told  me  that  he  thought  his  son  was  truly  converted ; 
but  that  he  was  so  sick  and  feeble  that  he  probably 
would  never  recover,  and  that  he  and  his  daughter  would 
never  have  the  pleasure  of  conveying  him  home  alive. 

The  Skeptic  and  Ms  Son. 

There  came  to  Annapolis,  some  months  ago,  a  skeptic, 
to  see  his  severely  wounded  and  feeble  son,  who  had  then 
recently  arrived  there  from  the  Richmond  prison.  Father 
and  son  were,  of  course,  glad  to  see  each  other,  and  the  fa- 
ther tarried,  hoping  to  witness  his  son's  improvement,  now 
that  he  had  exchanged  quarters  in  Libby  for  those  in 
Annapolis.  But  the  change  he  had  looked  for  was  of 
another  character.  The  grangrene  had  reached  the 
wound,  the  flesh  of  the  young  man's  limb  was  gradually 
rotting  off,  as  it  does  in  such  cases,  sometimes  a  half  inch 
in  a  single  night. 

The  surgeons  abandoned  nearly  all  hope  of  his  reco- 
very, and  the  benevolent  chaplain  told  the  father  that 
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his  son  must  probably  soon  die,  and  that  he  had  better 
so  inform  him,  and  advise  him  to  make  all  needful  ar- 
rangements, if  he  had  any  to  transact,  before  leaving  the 
world. 

The  father  replied  that  he  could  not  bear  to  do  it,  and 
asked  the  chaplain  to  do  it  for  him.  "And,"  said  he, 
"speak  to  him  in  regard  to  all  his  interests;  those  of  the 
future  also."  Then  he  further  added,  in  much  serious- 
ness, "I  have  been  an  unbeliever,  a  iciched  man;  but 
my  son's  mother  is  a  Christian,  and  he  had  better  follow 
her.'^ 

The  chaplain  gladly  went  to  the  son,  and  told  the  fa- 
ther's message,  and  asked  him  what  reply  he  should  give 
in  return. 

"Tell  my  father,"  said  he,  "that  I  have  not  deferred 
preparation  for  the  future  to  this  late  time.  Long,  long 
previous  to  going  into  such  a  battle,  I  gave  myself  up  to 
Jesus,  atid  now  am  ready  to  go  and  meet  him,  when  he 
calls  me.  Tell  him,  also,  that  I  hope  he  will  prepare  to 
meet  him  too." 

The  chaplain  went  back  to  the  father,  and  gave  the 
son's  message;  on  receiving  which,  that  loving  though 
skeptical  father  was  greatly  affected. 

Pray  that  the  father  may  be  converted.  "  Their  rock 
is  not  as  our  Rock;  even  our  enemies  themselves  being 
judges." 

The  Supreme  Aflfection  Strong  in  Death. 

When  the  steamers,  bearing  the  Union  paroled  prison- 
ers, reached  the  wharf  at  Annapolis,  it  was  customary  for 
the  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  others,  to 
go  down  and  greet  those  grateful,  earnest  men,  as  they 
stepped  again  on  the  shore  of  what  they  often  termed 
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"  God's  country."  The  hospital  band  also  met  them 
there,  and  poured  forth  the  sweetest  strains  of  music  that 
floated  over  sea  and  land. 

I  was  delayed  one  day  on  the  arrival  of  a  steamer,  and 
when  I  reached  the  wharf,  some  were  bearing  the  feeble 
freed  prisoners  on  stretchers  to  the  naval  hospital,  and 
others  were  placing  some  of  their  companions  in  suffering 
on  a  platform  car,  which  was  to  be  rolled  along  up  to 
St.  John's  college  hospital,  where  some  patients  were  re- 
ceived. 

As  I  came  near  the  steamer,  the  first  object  that  spe- 
cially attracted  my  attention,  was  an  emaciated,  feeble 
man,  lying  on  one  corner  of  the  platform  of  the  car,  the 
sun  welcoming  him  with  its  gentle  and  soothing  rays,  and 
he  feebly,  but  touchingly  exclaiming,  "  (?,  (hat  pretty 
hand!"  My  associate  delegate  of  the  Commission  was 
taking  his  name,  and  then  tried  to  learn  his  regiment, 
and  his  father's  name  and  place  of  residence;  for  it  was 
evident  the  young  man  would  not  long  survive,  and  that  un- 
less we  obtained  his  name  then,  and  the  place  of  his  friends, 
the  poor  soldier  would  have  that  sad  word,  "Unknown," 
placed  on  his  little  head-board,  in  the  cemetery,  and  no 
relative  would  ever  know  where  or  when  he  died,  or 
where  he  was  buried. 

The  soldier  was  not  yet  so  far  gone  as  to  forget  his  own 
name;  but  he  was  obliged  to  take  a  little  time  for  thought 
to  recall  his  regiment.  When  the  delegate  asked  for  his 
father's  name  and  place  of  residence,  he  could  not  at  first 
tell,  but  in  his  hard  effort  at  recollection,  said,  "  Wait  a 
little,  and  I'll  get  it.''  Soon  he  did  get  it,  and  then  the 
attention  of  most  of  the  bystanders  was  turned  to  others. 

But  I  felt  in  my  heart  a  longing  to  know  whether  this 
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soldier,  so  near  his  end,  was  a  friend  of  tlie  Saviour,  and 
was  about  to  be  borne  away  by  angels  to  His  presence. 
I  came  close  to  him,  and  putting  my  lips  near  his  ear, 
said, — 

"Do  you  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ?" 

He  started  with  an  animation  not  manifested  before,  put 
his  feeble  and  glassy  eyes  straight  and  lovingly  upon  me, 
put  an  unwonted  energy  into  his  voice,  and  said — 

''Ml/ friend,  I  dor' 

The  single  sentence  so  struck  my  heart,  that  I  felt  at 
once  an  assurance  that  ho  was  one  of  the  saved,  though 
about  to  die.  Soon  my  mission  was  with  others,  and 
soon  that  car  with  its  precious  freight  moved  away.  I 
never  saw  that  dear  soldier  again :  probably  before  sun- 
down of  that  day,  he  was  borne  by  angels  to  Jesus. 

MilwauMe,  ^Vis.  Wm.  De  Loss  Love. 


The  Precious  Name— A  Coveted  Blattress. 

The  following  is  a  partial  report  of  my  labors,  as  an 
unpaid  delegate  of  the  Commission : 

I  entered  the  service  May  21st,  1864,  and  closed  it 
July  1st,  1864,  forty  days  in  all. 

Part  of  my  time  was  spent  at  Campbell  Hospital,  and 
Fort  Slocum,  D.  C.;  part  at  White  House,  Va.;  part  at 
City  Point,  Va.,  and  the  balance  of  the  time  was  spent 
at  the  Fifth  Corps  Field  Hospital,  near  Petersburg,  Va. 

Not  being  a  minister,  I  kept  no  accurate  account  of 
the  number  of  meetings  I  attended. 

The  following  statement  of  reading  matter  distribu- 
ted, only  includes  that  distributed  in  the  seventeen  days 
I  spent  in  and  about  Washington  : 
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Testaments,  350;  "Higher  Life,"  2;  "Path  of  Life," 
20;  Unbound  Books,  276;  Papers,  650;  Tracts,  2560 
pages;  Writing  Paper,  400  sheets;  Envelopes,  420; 
Lead  Pencils,  50.  Wrote  thirty  letters  for  soldiers  in 
Campbell  Hospital. 

I  conversed  with  over  five  hundred  soldiers  in  Camp- 
bell Hospital  upon  the  subject  of  religion.  Prayed  fre- 
quently, with  soldiers  in  the  various  wards,  but  never 
held  public  service,  at  that  Hospital. 

The  work  there  was  to  me  full  of  precious  interest, 
and  I  found  the  greater  portion  of  the  men  with  whom 
I  conversed,  ready  to  hear  the  truth,  and  eager  to  re- 
ceive and  peruse  the  printed  page.  In  one  ward  I  found 
about  fifteen  members  of  Churches,  one  of  whom  was  a 
minister  of  the  Grospel,  one  had  been  a  Gongregational- 
ist  for  twenty-five  years,  another  a  Methodist  for  ten 
years :  in  the  same  ward,  were  two  sons,  and  one  brother 
of  evangelical  ministers.  I  will  relate  but  one  incident, 
at  Campbell  Hospital : 

I  approached  the  bedside  of  H.  M.  H.,  a  man  appa- 
rently forty  years  of  age,  Avhose  form  was  wasted  by  dis- 
ease. I  saluted  him  pleasantly,  sat  down  by  his  bed- 
side, and,  in  conversation,  learned  that  he  had  neither 
father  nor  mother,  sisters  nor  brothers'  living,  and  no 
place  in  the  world  to  which  he  felt  a  strong  and  home- 
like attachment.  As  I  told  him  that  I  had  a  kind  fath- 
ei',  a  noble  and  loving  mother,  and  affectionate  sisters, 
the  tears  gathered  in  his  eyes,  the  lips  qiiivered,  and  his 
whole  appearance  seemed  to  say:  "I  wish  'twere  thus 
with  me."  *  "But,"  said  I,  "  I  have  a  Friend  that  is  bet- 
ter to  me  than  father,  mother,  or  sister;  for,  in  life,  it  is 
possible  for  them  to  forsake  me,  but  my  best  friend  will 
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never  leave  me.'^  Not  understanding  my  meaning,  a 
look  of  surprise  exhibited  itself  upon  liis  countenance. 
By  way  of  explanation,  I  told  liiui  how  Jesus  loved  me : 
how  he  suffered  and  died  for  me,  when  there  were  none 
to  pity  or  to  save — that  he  died,  not  only  for  me,  but  for 
him,  and  for  all  the  world.  As  I  questioned  him  close- 
ly, upon  the  subject  of  his  soul's  salvation,  he  seeemed 
deeply  moved,  and  wept  like  a  child — seemed  to  feel 
very  sorry  for  the  sins  of  his  life,  and  promised, 
henceforth,  to  seek  forgiveness  for  the  same,  until  he 
found  the  pardoning  love  of  'God.  Before  leaving  him, 
I  gave  him  a  Testament,  in  which  he  requested  me  to 
write  my  name,  so  that  he  might  remember  me.  I  left 
him  and  went  to  the  front. 

I  never  heard  of  him  again,  until,  under  date  of  Nov. 
20th,  1864,  I  received  a  letter  from  a  former  delegate  of 
the  Commission,  containing  the  following  : 

"Last summer,  you  gave  a  Testament  to  H.  M.  H.,  in 
Campbell  Hospital.  He  is  now  here,  and,  probably,  dy- 
ing. I  believe  he  has  found  the  Saviour.  He  spoke  of 
you  last  night;  blessed  G-od  for  the  Testament,  and  for 
you,  and  for  the  blessed  U.  S.  C.  C,  in  which  I  wish  I 
were  now  and  permanently  engaged  till  peace  is  re- 
stored." 

The  following  incident,  which  occurred  at  White 
House,  made  so  deep  an  impression  upon  my  mind,  that 
I  can  never,  never  forget  it : 

Whilst  on  my  daily  round,  in  the  2d  Corps  Base  Hos- 
pital, I  noticed,  in  one  of  the  tents,  a  man,  who  seemed 
to-  be  dying,  having,  recently,  been  brought  from  the 
front.  I  asked  a  nurse  if  he  knew  any  thing  concerning 
the  man,  and  he  said  all  he  knew  was,  that  the  soldier 
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in  question,  was  a  Methodist  minister,  from  Maine.  I 
leaned  over  tlie  form  of  the  dying  man,  and  whispered  in 
his  ear  :  "  Brother ! "  but  there  was  no  response,  and 
the  nurse  said  to  me  :  "  He  is  past  talking,  and  is  dy- 
ing." I  left  his  bedside,  saddened  at  the  thought,  that 
none  knew  who  he  was,  and  there  were  none  that  could 
relieve  the  anxiety  of  those  who  would  wait  and  watch 
in  vain,  for  tidings  from  their  loved  one.  I  went  to  his 
bedside  the  next  day,  and  found  him,  apparently,  dying 
still,  and  was  still  unable  to  elicit  from  him  any  words 
whatever.  The  third  day  I  called  again,  and  still  found 
the  man  in  the  same  condition.  I  resolved,  this  time, 
that  I  would  make  every  effort  to  get  the  man  to  say 
something.  I  sat  dof^n  beside  him,  leaned  over,  and 
spoke  quite  loud, — "Brother!"  but  no  response;  still 
louder — "Brother!"  but  no  response;  still  louder,  until 
I  almost  hallooed, — "  Brother  ! "  but  there  was  no  re- 
sponse. I  almost  despaired  of  ever  seeing  the  lips  open, 
and  hearing  the  voice  of  that  dying  Christian,  but  re- 
solved to  make  a  last  effort.  Said  I :  "  Brother,  I  un- 
derstand that  Christ" — at  the  mention  of  that  name,,  that 
is  above  all  other  names,  the  closed  eyelids  opened,  and 
the  lips  quivered — "  has  been  precious  to  you  through 
life.  Is  he  still  dear  to  you,  as  you  are  entering  the  por- 
tals of  death  ?  "  Before  I  had  closed  the  sentence,  his 
eyes  were  wide  open.  He  quickly  responded:  "Oh, 
yes !  Christ  is  very  precious  to  me  now,  and  he  stands 
with  arms  extended  wide,  to  receive  me  to  himself." 
Quickly  the  eyelids  closed,  and  the  voice  was  hushed  in' 
death.  He  passed  into  the  spirit  world,  just  as  the  rays 
of  the  setting  sun  were  gilding  the  western  horizon.  A 
fitting:  hour  in  which  to  die. 
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One  incident  tliat  occurred  at  the  extreme  front,  and  I 
have  done.  It  is  merely  given,  to  show  the  value  of  sup- 
plies at  the  right  time  and  place. 

I  was  laboring  in  the  5th  Corps,  near  Petersburg,  un- 
der our  good  Brother  Pratt.  One  day  the  supply  wagon, 
from  City  point,  left  at  our  quarters  a  large  box,  con- 
taining a  nice  mattress,  bed  quilts,  sheets,  pillows  and 
cages,  towels  and  handkerchiefs.  On  one  corner  of  the 
mattress  was  marked :  ''  For  a  private  soldier.  From 
Widow ,  Maine."  Of  course,  all  the  dele- 
gates laid  a  claim  to  the  mattress,  each  one  having  a 
special  case  in  view — a  soldier  that  might  die,  if  he 
didn't  have  it.  As  we  all  wanted  it,  and  all  couldn't 
have  it,  the  dispute  was  soon  ended,  by  Brother  P.  say- 
ing we  must  "  cast  lots  "  for  it.  At  this  suggestion,  my 
heart  failed  me,  for  I  am  what  the  world  calls  '^  unlucky." 
I  was  so  anxious  to  get  the  mattress,  for  there  was  one 
man,  very  badly  wounded,  whom  I  visited,  and  whom 
I  had  heard  the  Doctor  say  would  die,  if  they  at- 
tempted to  move  him  to  City  Point,  and  would  die  any 
how,  if  he  had  to  lie  on  that  hard  bed  much  longer. 
The  bed,  in  question,  was  a  few  branches,  covered  by  a 
rubber  blanket,  with  a  block  of  wood,  covered  with  a 
blouse,  for  a  pillow.  I  ventured  to  ask,  one  day,  wheth- 
er there  was  any  prospect  of  his  recovery.  Said  he : 
"  If  the  hospital  is  not  moved  within  three  weeks,  and  I 
had  a  comfortable  bed  for  him  to  lie  upon,  I  believe  he 
might  recover."  Ever  after,  as  I  drew  near  that  sufferer, 
•heard  his  cries  and  moans  of  anguish,  and  beheld  him 
attempting  to  tear  the  bandages  from  off  his  terribly 
wounded  head,  my  heart  ached  at  the  remembrance  that 
I  could  do  nothing  to  relieve  him.     But  there  he  lay,| 
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from  day  to  day,  unconscious  of  all  save  pain,  and  no  in- 
telligible utterances  passed  liis  lips.  Was  it  any  wonder 
that  ifelt  sad,  to  tliink  I  could  not  have  the  mattress? 

But  to  resume  the  drawing.  G-reatly  to  my  joy,  I 
drew  the  coveted  prize,  and  I  never  in  my  life  felt  so 
proud  and  happy  as  when  I  was  lugging  that  mattress 
up  to  the  Hospital.  I  assisted  in  washing  the  man.  I 
helped  to  place  upon  him,  new,  clean  garments.  I  made 
his  bed,  and  helped  to  lift  him  upon  it.  Could  that  pa- 
triot widow  have  beheld  the  smile  of  joy,  that  flitted 
across  that  sufferer's  countenance,  as  his  aching  body 
first  rested  upon  that  mattress,  and  his  bruised  head 
pressed  that  soft  pillow,  she  would  have  felt  far  more  than 
repaid  for  all  her  labor  in  the  past,  and  for  every  eifort 
that  she  might  exert  in  the  future.  The  soldier  imme- 
diately, began  to  grow  better,  and  when  I  left  the  front, 
a  few  days  after,  was  in  a  fair  way  to  recover.  ■ 

Gl-eveland^  Ohio. 

A  Caviller  Converted. 
One  case  of  conversion  attracted  the  attention  of  all, 
and  the  change  was  so  very  marked  that  no  one  could 
doubt  the  sincerity  of  the  subject,  even  if  they  did  not 
believe  it  was  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  At  the  time 
that  we  started  the  meetings,  an  oldish  man  was  every 
day  in  the  rooms,  and  was  asked  to  remain  to  the  meet- 
ings; he  did  so,  but  often  took  occasion,  after  meeting, 
to  express  his  views  of  Christians  and  their  faults.  He 
had  been  a  bad  man,  and  had  no  regard  for  religion. 
After  being  invited  to  the  meetings  for  a  few  times  he 
came  in  of  his  own  accord,  and  soon  became  interested : 
so  much  so,  that  one  evening  he  rose  and  said  that  he 
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*was  satisfied  that  one  could  be  a  Cliristian  in  tlie  army, 
and  he  was  going  to  try.  He  asked  us  to  pray  for  liim, 
and  continued  to  attend  the  meetings.  This  was  on 
Thursday.  The  nest  Sabbath  he  was  struck  down  by 
heart  disease,  and  on  Monday  sent  for  me.  I  was  sur- 
prised to  find  him  in  his  bed  and  fearing  death.  He 
then  told  me  that  the  Lord  had  blessed  him  about  two 
o'clock  in  the  night,  and  thanked  God  for  laying  him  on 
the  bed  of  death,  for  his  heart  was  so  wicked  that  severe 
trial  was  the  only  thing  that  would  humble  him.  But  it 
was  not  to  be  a  death-bed.  He  recovered  and  was  made 
an  instrument  in  building  up  our  meetings,  and  bringing 
many  into  the  fold.  He  has  now  gone  to  his  regiment 
to  proclaim  Christ  crucified.  One  week  a  profane, 
drunken  sinner,  the  next  a  penitent,  and  the  nest  a  leader 
in  a  little  soldiers'  meeting  for  prayer.  Nothing,  is  be- 
yond the  reach  of  God's  grace. 

Henry  C.  Houghton. 

Soldiers'  Offerings. 

The  captain  of  Company  E.,  82d  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, writes  that  they  have  formed  a  Christian  Commis- 
sion in  their  company  to  aid  in  the  great  work  of  the 
General  Commission  among  their  fellow  soldiers.  He 
says : 

"We  have  formed  a  society  in  Company  E.,  to  aid  you 
in  your  noble  enterprise,  and  as  our  first  contribution 
please  find  enclosed  $10.  It  is  a  small  offering,  yet  we 
do  not  feel  discouraged,  knowing  that 

"  Little  drops  of  water, 

Little  grains  of  sand, 
Make  the  mighty  ocean 
And  the  beauteous  land." 
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We  accompany  our  offering  with  our  prayers  that  God 
may  bless  it,  and  request  an  interest  in  your  prayers." 

Capt.  K.  W.  Patrick, 
Camp  near    Warrenton,  Va. 

The  Sick  Soldier. 
"In  visiting  Howard's  division  hospital,"  saj^s  a  dele- 
gate, "  I  met  a  soldier  who  seemed  to  be  in  great  pain. 
I  conversed  with  him  a  little,  and  then  gave  him  a  card 
with  hymns  on  it.  This  he  wished  me  to  put  under  his 
pillow.  While  I  was  looking  over  my  packages  for  some- 
thing else  for  him,  his  eyes  caught  sight  of  a  hymn  on  a 
card  which  melted  him  to  tears.  In  broken  accents  he 
asked  for  it.  I  cheerfully  took  it  out,  and  was  going  to 
place  it  by  the  side  of  the  other,  under  his  pillow.  But 
he  wanted  to  take  it  in  his  hand.  With  great  difl&culty 
he  put  down  the  blanket  with  which  he  was  covered,  and 
slowly  raised  his  left  hand  to-  take  it,  tears  still  filling  his 
eyes.  At  last  he  got  his  hand  out;  but  he  could  not 
shut  the  thumb  and  fingers  together;  so  I  placed  it  be- 
tween the  fingers,  which  he  closed  tight  enough  to  hold 
it.  He  seemed  in  the  deepest  emotion  as  he  took  it  and 
drew  it  into  bed  with  him.  The  title  of  the  hymn  was 
this — ''  Christ  Enthroned  and  Worshipped,'  and  it  began : 

'  Hark !  ten  thousand  harps  and  voices, 
Sound  the  notes  of  praise  above.' 

"  I  wished  to  converse  further  with  him,  but  he  seemed 
too  deeply  moved  already  for  his  failing  strength." 

A  Youth's  Fair, 
A  company  of  school  girls,  emulous  of  the  example  of 
so  many  of  the  -jtouth  and  children  throughout  the  land. 
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and  desirous  of  contributing  tlieir  mite  for  the  comfort 
and  happiness  of  our  suffering  soldiers,  a  few  weeks  since 
held  a  Fair  to  raise  a  little  fund  for  their  benefit.  The 
result  I  forward  to  you  in  the  enclosed  check  for  $105. 
It  is  the  unanimous  wish  of  the  enthusiastic  participants 
in  this  little  enterprise,  that  the  Christian  Commission 
should  be  the  medium  through  which  their  little  offering 
should  reach  its  destination.  May  the  same  generous 
impulses  which  prompted  this  effort,  continue  to  influence 
the  minds  not  only  of  these,  but  of  all  similar  gatherings 
of  youth,  until  our  suffering  soldiers  shall  have  no  more 
need  of  aid  or  comfort.  M.  C.  r. 

Kalamazoo^  Mich. 

Another. 

Mrs.  C.  F.  M.,  of  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.,  reports  a  Chil- 
dren's Festival  there  in  aid  of  the  Christiau  Commission, 
which  resulted  in  the  generous  sum  of  over  $1200. 

Papers  for  Sailors  and  Soldiers. 

Rev.  J.  Stockbridge,  chaplain  in  the  navy,  gives  in  the 
Watchmoji  and  Reflector  an  interesting  statement  of  the 
demand  for  religious  papers,  and  the  way  this  demand  is 
met.  In  the  introduction,  which  we  omit,  he  speaks 
highly  of  the  Christian  Commission  as  supplying  chap- 
lains with  these  papers. 

We  have  in  this  hospital  from  350  to  375  patients,  the 
number  changing  daily.  Every  Sunday  morning  I  place 
within  the  reach  of  each  patient  a  paper  of  his  own  de- 
nomination, if  evangelical.  In  passing  through  the  wards, 
special  care  is  taken  to  supply  the  comparatively  few  who 
are  confined  to  their  cots.    Come  with  m«,  and  you  shall 
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see  liow  it  is  done.  Here  is  a  patient,  suffering  young 
man,  leg  off  at  the  thigh.:  bursting  of  a  Parrott  gun 
did  it. 

"I  have  a  variety  5f  religious  papers  here:  to  what  de- 
nomination do  you  belong?"  "Methodist,  sir."  "Where 
from'/"  "Massachusetts."  " You  want  the  .^io?i's  He- 
raUr 

I  handed  him  a  copy :  it  takes  him  right  home^  and  if 
the  person  who  paid  for  that  copy  could  have  seen  the 
smile  that  lighted  up  the  poor  fellow's  face,  he  would 
have  said,  "My  money  has  paid  me  a  hundred  fold." 

Here  is  a  lad  of  sixteen,  very  feeble,  the  son  of  a 
widow.  "My  lad,  what  kind  of  a  paper  do  you  want?" 
"Baptist."  "  Where  are  you  from ?"  "Philadelphia.'' 
"The  Cfironide  is  your  paper;"  and  I  hand  him  one, 
which  he  accepts  with  thanks  and  a  smile. 

Here  is  a  gray-bearded  sailor,  ripening  for  the  sickly 
of  the  great  Reaper.  "  Shipmate,  what  kind  of  a  paper 
will  you  have?"  "Methodist."  "What  State  are  you 
from?"     "New  York." 

I  hand  him  a  copy  of  the  Advocate  and  Journal.  He 
lays  the  paper  in  his  lap,  and  while  getting  his  spectacles 
ready,  he  thinks  of  the  time,  a  good  while  ago,  when  he 
read  that  paper  in  the  presence  of  the  old  folks  at  home, 
amid  the  pattering  of  little  feet,  and  the  quick  step  of 
Zrlary  in  the  room  overhead,  who  is  "putting  on  her 
things"  to  go  to  Sunday  School.  He  tries  his  spectacles, 
but  the  reading  is  blurred.  He  takes  off  his  glasses  and 
looks  at  them;  nothing  is  the  matter  with  them — it  is 
the  tear  that  is  in  his  eye. 

Here  is  a  stout  young  man  lying  on  a  cot.  "Y/hat 
kind  of  a  paper  will  you  have,  my  man?"  "Baptist." 
"Where  are  you  from?"     "Boston." 
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I  hand  him  a  copy  of  the  Watchman  and  Reflector. 
A  wide  awake  young  man  runs  up  to  me,  and  says,  "Have 
you  got  a  copy  of  the  Congregatio7ialistr'  "You  are  a 
Yankee."     "  Exactly." 

I  hand  him  a  copy  of  the  paper  his  mother  is  reading 
that  very  day. 

Here  is  a  Preshyterian  from  New  York  State.  "  Are 
you  Old  School  or  New  School?" 

That  is  evidently  a  poser  for  him;  he  don't  know  what 
to  answer.  "Do  you  take  the  Evangelist^  or  the  Ohser- 
t;cr,  at  home ?"     "0,  the  Ohi^erver." 

I  give  him  a  copy,  and  he  is  "soon  under  the  trees" 
with  Irenaeus.  Some  men  take  a  fancy  to  the  Christian 
Intelligencer^  because  it  displays  an  American  flag  at  the 
head  of  its  first  column. 


lUrOEMATIO]^  &  INSTEUGTION  ABOITT  SUPPLIES. 


All  good  and  suitaWe  stores  are  welcomed,  and  all  necessary  freight  and 
charges  paid  on  them  by  the  Commission,  and  are  distributed  by  delegates  of 
the  Christian  Commission  i^ersonally. 

WHAT  TO  SEND.— Money,  by  all  means,  if  possible.  We  need  funds  to 
pay  the  expenses  of  our  delegates  and  laborers  in  the  field ;  for  tjio  purchase 
of  books,  tracts,  papers,  and  for  the  purchase  of  delicacies  and  cSmforts  not 
sent  by  your  loving  hearts,  'vrhich  are  very  necessary  for  distribution  in  the 
hospitals. 

The  Special  Diet  Kitchens  connected  with  the  largest  hospitals,  now  in 
successful  operation,  where  delicacies  and  wholesome  dishes  are  prepared  for 
the  sick  soldier  with  the  same  care  and  skill  as  at  home  by  the  ladies  em- 
ployed in  the  Diet  Kitchens  by  the  Christian  Commission,  involve  a  largo  in- 
crease of  labor  and  outlay  of  stores  and  funds.  We  appeal  to  the  friends  of 
the  soldier  at  home,  to  meet  this  great,  but  necessary  expense. 

Cotton  Shirts,  Cotton  Drawers,  Canton  Flannel  Shirts  and  Drawers,  Sur- 
gical Shirts  and  Drawers,  (with  tape  strings  to  tie,  instead  of  seams  at  the 
sides,)  Large  Cotton  Drawers  (to  wear  in-doors  as  pants.)  Dressing-gowns, 
Slippers,  (if  of  cloth  or  carpet,  with  thick  soles,)  Sheets,  Pillow-oases,  Bedticks 
(single,  for  filling  with  straw,)  Pillows,  Pads  for  fractured  limbs.  Ring-pads  for 
wounds.  Fans,  Netting  to  protect  from  flies,  Housewives,  stored  with  needles, 
thread,  buttons,  pins,  &c..  Handkerchiefs,  AVe.sh-rags,  Old  Linen. 

Oat-meal,  Farina,  Corn-starch,  Dried  Kusk,  Jellies,  Soda  Biscuit,  Butter 
Crackers,  Boston  Crackers,  Pickles,  Jams,  Onions  in  Barrels,  Apples  in  barrels, 
Cranberries,  Dried  Fruits.  Eggs  are  always  needed.  They  should  be  care- 
fully packed  in  boxes  large  enough  to  hold  about  100  dozen,  made  with 
handles  projecting  from  each  end,  made  strong  and  packed  pull,  well  shaken 
down  as  they  are  packed,  and  sent  by  express.  Good  Black  Tea,  Chocolate, 
Lemons,  SjTups.    All  preparations  of  the  blackberry  are  of  double  value. 

Good  iJrandy,  Madeira  Wine,  Port  wine.  Cordials.  Domestic  wines  are  ex- 
cellent in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  summer. 

Stationert  is  much  needed,  paper,  envelopes  and  pencils.  Send  the  best 
Books,  Magazines,  Periodicals,  Pictorials,  and  late  newspapers. 

HOW  TO  PACK. — Pack  in  boxes.- Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well. 
Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  that  two  cannot  conveniently  lift  them  into  a 
wagon.  Pack  eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack  perishable  articles,  such 
as  oranges,  lemons,  bread,  cakes,  nor  jars  of  jellies  and  jams,  with  other 
goods.  Bottles  and  Jars  should,  when  possible,  be  packed  in  boxes  by  them- 
selves, well  filled  with  saw-dust  or  straw.  Never  pack  Clothing,  or  Dried 
Fruits  and  Berries,  with  goods  that  are  liable  to  break  and  spill.  Tin  cans 
should  bo  soldered;  all  other  modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and 
firmly  bound  with  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed  closely  in 
saw-dust  or  hay,  in  boxes,  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and  a  half  in  a  box,  and 
nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  handling.  Jellies  in  tumblers,  covei-ed  with 
paper,  and  wines,  cordials,  &c.,  in  bottles,  with  paper  or  other  poor  stoppers, 
are  liable  to  spill  out,  and  if  packed  with  other  things,  sure  to  injure  them. 

HOW  TO  MARK. — Mark  in  plain  letters  and  figures,  vnth  paint  or  ink  on 
the  boards — cards  rub  off.  On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the  box  according 
to  the  number  sent  by  j'ou  in  all,  numbering  your  first  box  *1,  your  second  *2, 
your  third  *3,  and  so  on  from  the  first  sent  lo  the  last.  On  another  corner, 
mark  each  box,  as  from  your  Society,  giving  the  name,  and  have  it  coNSPicn- 

OUSLY  ADDRESSED  TO  THE  MOST   CONVENIENT  llRANCn   OE  THE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN 
COMMISSION,  AS  DIRECTED  ON  THE  NEXT  PAGE. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  also  send  an  invoice  or  list 
by  mail,  on  paper,  the  common  letter  sheet  size,  written  only  on  one  side, 
specifying  each  box  or  barrel  by  number,  and  giving  the  contents  of  each  by 
itself  Give  your  own  name  and  post-ofiico  in  full,  with  the  name  of  your 
State.  Place  also  another  list  or  invoica  of  tho  same  kind  in  the  box,  under 
the  lid. 
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EESIDING  IS  NEW  ENGLAND. 


Key.  ROLLIN  H.  NEALE,  D.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Hon.  GEORGE  F.  PATTON,  Bath,  Me. 

Rev.  JAMES  PIKE,  Sanbornton  Bridge,  N.  H. 

Hon.  ERASTUS  FAIRBANKS,  St.  Johnsbury,  Vt. 

EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 

Rev.  FRANCIS  WAYLAND,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Hon.  W.  A.  BUCKINGHAM,  Norwich,  Conn. 

Meail)cr  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  New  England, 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  91  Washington  St.,  Boston. 


The  Christian  Commission  has  constant  need  of  money,  stores,  and  delegates. 

If  every  church  in  New  England  will  hold  a  prayer-meeting  for  the  country 
on  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  each  month,  and  take  a  collection  for  the 
Chrisfian  Commission,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  raised,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  be  obtained  for  our  land. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  each  town,  will  also  gather  up  consider- 
able money,  and  secure  large  contributions  of  stores. 

Union  meetings,  addressed  by  delegates,  will  assist  much. 

All  who  desire  to  go  as  delegates,  who  wish  for  speakers  to  address  meet- 
ings, for  documents  and  information,  may  write  to 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  91  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

Let  every  patriot  and  Christian  who  shall  see  this,  do  what  he  can  to  secure 
the  above  named  agencies,  remembering  that  he  can  thus  not  only  send  bodily 
comforts  to  the  noble  men  who  are  suffering  in  his  behalf,  but  also  help  to 
lead  them  to  Christ,  who  died  for  ua  all. 

While  our  country  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  strife,  every  true  man,  woman 
and  child,  will  rejoice  to  enlist  for  the  war  in  such  a  work  as  he  may  do  for 
liifl  country  and  his  God. 

Money  and  stores  may  be  sent,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  to  either  of  tlie 
following  gentlemen:—!.  G.  STICKNEY,  Bangor;  CHARLES  DOUGLASS, 
Bath ;  THOMAS  K.  HAYES,  Portland.  In  Boston,  stores  to  L.  P.  ROWLAND, 
Tremont  Temple;  money  to  JOSEPH  STORY,  or  CHARLES  DEMOND. 


Il^rOEMATIOlSr 


FOR 


ARMY    MEETINGS. 


In  many  places  the  fourth  Sahbath  evening  of  the  month  is  devoted  to  a 
tJnion  Monthly  Concert  of  Prayer  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  deepest  in- 
terest has  been  excited  by  these  meetings.  It  is  humbly  suggested  to  all  who 
believe  in  the  power  of  prayer,  to  form  such  meetings  during  the  crisis  of  our 
nation's  destiny.  This  tract  is  compiled  with  the  view  of  affording  information 
for  these  Army  Meetings.    Please  circulate  it. 


MARCH,  1865. 


GEORGE  H.  STUART,  Esq.,  Chairman. 

JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 

Rev.  W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Secretary. 

Rev.  LEMUEL  MOSS,  Secretary  Home  Organization, 

Rev.  BERNICE  D.  AMES,  Secretary  Field  Organization. 


MumMn  ®0mmitte^. 


GEO.  H.  STUART.  Esq.,  Philadelphia 
Kev.  Bishop  E.  S.  JANES,  D.  D.,  N.  Y. 
C.  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Maes. 
JNO.P.  CROZER,Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
JAY  COOKE,  Esq., 
JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,    « 
Rev.  Bishop  M.  Simpson,  D.D.,  " 


STEPHEN  COLWELL,  Esq.,  Philada. 
Hon.  WM.E.  DODGE,  New  York. 
Rev.  HEMAN  DYER,  D.  D.,     " 
W.  S.  GRIFFITH,  Esq.,  Brooklyn,  N. Y 
G.  S.  GRIFFITH,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md 
H.  G.  JONES,  Esq.,  Philadelphia. 
Rev.W.  E.  BOARDMAN,  Ex.  Off,  Phila. 


JA8.  B.  B0D0BB8,  FB.,  52  AND  64  NORTH  SIXTH  ST.,  FHILASA. 


INFORMATION 


MARCH    MEETINGS. 


Prom  Morganzia,  La. 
(see  cut  on  opposite  page.) 

Nathan  Bishop,  LL.D., 

JVew  York  Branchy  U.  S.  C.  C.  ' 
Dear  Sir  : — Your  kind  letter  came  to  haud  a  short 
time  since.  To  be  thus  assured  that  my  efforts  in  the 
work  of  the  Commission  have  met  your  approval,  I  wiH 
not  conceal,  is  gratifying  to  me,  and  will  be  an  incentive 
to  future  labors  in  a  truly  benevolent  and  Christian  work. 
My  heart  was  moved  to  this  work  before  engaging  in  it. 
I  have  been  with  the  soldiers  and  sailors  18  months,  since 
the  war  began — am  this  day  52  years  old,  having  first 
breathed  the  vital  air  Jan.  19, 1813.  Language  is  inade- 
quate for  me  to  convey  the  profound  interest  I  feel,  not 
only  in  our  national  cause,  but  also  for  the  men  who  are 
engaged  in  its  defence.  I  see  much  sin  in  the  army.  I 
also  see  much  good.     I  like  to  take  a  hopeful  view — look 


upon  tlie  sunny  side — therefore  I  wiite  on  '■'■Religion  in 
the  Army  J' 

1.  On  tlie  part  of  many,  I  may  say  very  many,  of  the 
officers,  the  utmost  deference  is  paid  to  religion — to  its 
observances  and  to  its  adherents.  Men  high  in  command 
come  to  my  tent  for  reading  and  conversation- — inquire  in- 
to the  success  of  my  work — invite  me  to  their  commands. 
Said  Col.  Edgerton  to  me :  "I  am  not  a  member  of  any 
church,  but  on  close  examination  I  am  satisfied  that  re- 
ligion has  not  only  promoted  the  health  of  my  men,  but 
saved  life  itself." 

2.  I  find  in  the  arm.y  many  of  the  purest  specimens 
of  an  elevated  Christian  life.  These  men  come  into  the 
army  under  the  inspiration  of  a  pure  and  lofty  Christian 
patriotism^  and  develop  to  a  high  standard  of  heroic  piety. 
Lieut.  Bevins.  of  Iowa,  brought  a  little  Bible  from  liome, 
which  he  no  day  omitted  to  read.  If  a  battle  came  on  a 
half  hour  after  sunrise,  his  Bible  was  faithfully  read;  and, 
said  he  :  ''I  intend  to  go  back  to  my  family  the  same  pure- 
minded  man  that  I  left  them  at  the  beginning  of  the  war." 

3.  Revivals  have  gone  on  under  my  personal  observa- 
tion with  great  interest,  depth  and  power.  Several  regi- 
ments at  Morganzia  have  been  visited  with  the  down- 
shedding  of  the  Holy  Ghost — the  21st  Iowa,  16th  Ohio. 
The  Christian  Commission  tent  has  been  one  continuous 
scene  of  revival.  Some  astonishing  conversions  have  oc- 
curred. Major  Crooks  converted  from  skepticism  to  vital 
and  active  Christianity.  A  very  wicked  soldier  was  con- 
verted from  reading  one  of  our  tracts,  entitled,  ''J^ 
Mother."  A  boy  out  on  picket,  though  very  wicked  him- 
self, was  so  shocked  at  the  wickedness  of  his  comrades,, 
that  he  resolved  on  reformation,  and  sought  and  found 
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the  Lord.     His  term  of  service  having  expired,  he  goes 
home  to  his  parents  and  friends  a  happy,  praying  boy. 

4.  Genuine  army  religion  will  hear  the  severest  tests; 
the  test  of  the  camp,  the  weary  march,  the  campaign, 
the  battle  field,  the  hospital,  sickness,  death.  One  day  I 
was  called  to  the  tent  of  a  dying  soldier  belonging  to  the 
22d  Ky.  Regt.  As  I  entered  the  tent  I  observed  the 
Surgeon  of  the  regiment  at  hi«  side  reading  St.  Paul's 
beautiful  description  of  the  resurrection  of  the  dead.  He 
desired  some  one  to  sing  to  him.  I  commenced  "  Come 
Sing  to  me  of  Heaven,  when  I'm  about  to  die,"  etc. 
I  took  his  hand  in  mine — already  c-oM,  (I  seem  to  feel  it 
now,)  and  prayed  with  him, 

"  Have  you  any  message  you  wish  sent  to  your  parents  ?  " 

*'■  Tell  them  I  have  been  a  good  boy." 

Bidding  his  company  farewell,  he  departed  this  life  as 
gently  as  sets  the  summer  sun.  I^ext  day  we  laid  him 
to  rest. 

Bu£  I  must  close  these  hasty  lines.  la  this  work  I 
greatly  rejoice.  God,  I  believe,  is  working  out  vast  de- 
signs, even  ia  this  bitter  war.  May  we  come  out  of  it  a. 
chastened  and  devout  people. 

Very  truly  yours,  H.  C  Dunham, 

January  19,  1865. 

The  Message  and  tie  Letter. 
Frank  Wheeler  was  brought  to  the  hospital  with  his 
right  arm  almost  severed  from  the  shoulder  by  a  shell,  in. 
the  charge  at  Fisher's  Hill.  He  ^ould  express  to  me  but  a 
few  sentences  between  the  paroxysms  of  paia  from  hi« 
wound,  but  they  were  words  of  triumph  and  confidence  iii 
Christ  a&  a  Saviour,  After  expressin_g  his  gratitude  at  hav- 
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ing  a  Christian  with  him  at  such  a  time,  he  said :  "I  have 
a  Christian  mother  at  home,  and  she  will  want  to  know 
how  I  felt  when  I  died.  Tell  her  I  have  a  good  hope  in 
Christ — that  he  was  never  nearer  to  me  than  now.  If  I 
never  see  her  again  here,  I  will  meet  her  hereafter.  I 
suffer  very  much,  but  I  bear  my  pain  a  great  deal  better 
when  I  think  of  the  mercy  of  my  Heavenly  Father.  I 
have  unconverted  brothers  and  sisters  at  home.  Tell 
mother  to  coax  them  to  give  their  hearts  to  my  blessed 
Saviour."  To  the  surgeon  examining  his  wound,  he  said : 
"Doctor,  I  don't  want  you  to  try  to  heal  me."  "Why?" 
said  the  doctor.  "Because  I  have  a  blessed  Saviour,  and 
I  want  to  go  to  my  home  with  him."  I  repeated  the 
twenty- third  Psalm,  and  -having  prayed  with  him,  passed 
on  among  other  sufferers.  Returning  soon  after  by  his 
tent,  I  heard  him  singing,  and  the  words  that  caught  my 
ear  were : 

"  Oh,  happy  day, 
When  Jesus  washed  my  sins  away." 

"  What  a  sentiment,"  said  I  as  I  left,  "to  stir  the  heart 
at  such  a  time."  His  home  and  kindred  were  dear  to 
him— dear  was  his  country,  whose  flag  that  right  arm 
was  endeavoring  to  sustain — -dear  to  him  was  the  young 
life  soon  to  be  placed  upon  his  country's  altar.  But  home 
and  kindred,  and  country,  marches  and  victorious  fields, 
were  all  for  the  moment  forgotten,  in  the  contemplation 
of  that  happy  day  when  Christ  was  realized  as  his  Saviour. 
There  his  memory  rested  as  the  brightest  spot  in  all  his 
eventful  life. 

The  next  morning,  as  I  entered  the  ward,  I  saw  that 
Frank  was  not  there,  but  his  triumphant  departure  and 


the  presence  of  Christ,  Tiad  left  their  impress  upon  all 
hearts.  There  seemed  to  have  been  a  mellowing  influ- 
ence among  those  rough-looking  warriors,  and  they  spoke 
in  subdued  tones  of  his  death.  One  said,  "  He  sang  nearly 
all  night,  though  he  suffered  very  much;" — and  said 
another,  "He  told  me  he  wanted  to  go  home  where  his 
Saviour  is."  A  comrade  in  suffering  said:  "Yes,  that  is 
what  the  religion  of  Christ  can  do  for  us.  I  know  it,  for 
I  have  had  a  chance  to  try  it."  "  Yes,"  said  another, 
"that  was  a  Christian's  death,  and  I  hope  I  may  have 
such  a  gospel  to  sustain  me." 

Soon  as  possible  I  wrote  the  message  to  the  mother, 
residing  in  Massachusetts.  I  was  careful,  as  I  always 
am,  to  record  every  word  and  circumstance  of  his  death. 
It  sometimes  only  takes  a  pen  full  of  ink,  and  a.  few  mo- 
tions of  the  hand,  to  convey  a  world  of  comfort  to  bleed- 
ing hearts  at  home. 

In  less  than  a  week  after,  word  came  to  me  from  that 
mother.  I  was  informed  that  a  copy  of  my  letter  was 
given  to  the  Superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school,  of 
which  Frank  had  been  a  member,  and  another  to  be  read 
in  the  church.  The  mother,  after  expi-essing  to  me  her 
gratitude  for  my  kindness  in  caring  for  her  boy,  and  es- 
pecially in  communicating  his  dying  message,  says:  "I 
am  more  grateful  to  my  Heavenly  Father  for  His  mercy 
in  the  assurance  that  I  have  of  his  preparation  for  death. 
For  though  I  had  always  prayed  for  my  son,  and  had 
written  him  faithful  Christian  letters,  and  though  I  had 
known  him  to  maintain  a  pure  and  upright  life  in  the 
army,  yet  I  never  had  learned  of  his  conversion  until 
you  gave  to  me  the  testimony  from  his  dying  hour.  With 
this  assurance,  I  can  thank  God,  in  the  hope  of  meeting 
my  dear  child  hereafter." 
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When  or  where  that  soldier  was  converted  I  know  not 
Perhaps  the  seed  sown  in  the  Sabbath-school  was  quick- 
ened by  the  Spirit  when  in  the  army — perhaps  that 
mother's  prayer's  brought  the  blessing  to  him  in  the 
field,  or  in  the  tent  of  suffering — perhaps  the  fliithfu] 
labors  of  the  Chaplain,  or  of  the  delegate  of  the  Christian 
Commission,  had  been  the  instrument.  They  had  all 
preceded  my  visit,  and  some  one  or  all  of  these  had  led 
him  to  Christ,  and  prepared  him  for  that  triumphant  de- 
parture. 

Thus  I  believe  it  will  be  with  many  at  the  last  day, 
who  have  fallen  in  this  conflict.  Praying  parents  will 
meet  their  kindred  at  the  right  hand,  of  whose  conversion 
they  had  been  ignorant  until  that  glad  hour. 

The  efforts  at  home  and  at  the  front  for  the  soldiers' 
spiritual  welfare,  are  not  without  results;  many  of  which 
can  never  be  known  until  that  day  of  all  reckoning.  .  Let 
us  thank  Grod  for  these  ministers  of  mercy  on  the  field — 
and  let  us  do  what  we  can  to  send  to  our  soldiers  those 
who,  in  the  spirit  of  Christ,  minister  to  both  the  soul  and 
the  body.  *** 

Experiences  in  tlie  Work. 

No  words,  written  or  spoken,  can  describe  the  every-, 
day  experiences  of  one  earnestly  engaged  in  this  glorious 
work.  I  have  known  before  somewhat  of  the  pleasure 
there  is  in  ministering  to  the  afflicted,  and  especially  to 
God's  children  in  their  hours  of  trial,  but  never  before 
have  I  been  where  sympathy  and  consolation  are  so  much 
needed.  Never  before  have  I  enjoyed  such  precious 
hours  of  Christian  intercourse. 

The  patriotism  of  all  our  brave  soldiers,  their  love  for 


9 

the  old  flag  is  wonderful,  but  wten  it  is  coupled  witli 
trust  in  God;  as  it  often  is,  oh. !  what  a  privilege  it  is  to 
listen  to  the  expressions  of  confidence,  of  resignation,  of 
joy  and  hope.  Such  richness  of  Christian  experience 
can  only  be  attained  by  such  severe  trials.  But  to  cheer 
and  advise  with  God's  children,  is  only  a  part  of  this 
work.  Thousands  of  souls  are  around  us,  who  stand 
ready  to  give  their  lives  for  their  country,  but  have  no 
hope  of  life  beyond  the  grave.  To  talk  to  such  upon 
this  vital  question  without  meeting  with  a  repulse,  needs 
great  care,  much  experience,  and  no  little  discretion.  I 
say  repulse,  but  this  we  seldom  receive,  decidedly,  yet 
there  is  sometimes  that  want  of  deep  interest  which 
causes  us  to  come  to  the  painful  decision  that  it  is  best 
not  to  press  the  subject  to  the  extent  we  desire. 

That  we  all  have  but  little  of  the  experience  or  wisdom 
necessary,  we  feel  deeply;  but  we  are  fast  learning:  for 
myself,  I  have  learned  more  in  a  week  than  I  would  have 
learned  in  a  year  at  home.  It  is  an  inexpressible  joy 
when  we  can  believe  we  have  been  the  feeble  instrument 
in  bringing  a  sinner  to  the  knowledge  of  Christ,  but  such 
joy  is  no  new  thing  in  the  experience  of  a  delegate 
among  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers. 

Three  have  this  afternoon  promised  me  they  would 
give  their  hearts  to  the  Saviour,  and  it  only  needs,  I  be-, 
lieve,  the  encouragement  of  some  friend  to  make  sure 
this  small  beginning. 

W.  J.  Breed. 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn. 

1* 
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^  Among  tlie  Germans. 

Witli  gratitude  to  God  our  Saviour,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  v?hat  God  is  doing  for  us  among  the  poor  Ger- 
mans in  this  General  Hospital. 

I  commenced  regular  visitation  from  tent  to  tent  in  the 
sections  of  the  Second  Corps,  and  held  religious  conver- 
sation with  each  European  and  Pennsylvania  German, 
and  the  most  of  them  rejoiced  like  children  when  they 
heard  that  the  C.  C.  had  appointed  your  humble  brother 
to  labor  amongst  them,  as  their  minister  and  spiritual 
counsel. 

Last  night  we  held  our  prayer  meeting  in  our  '■'■Read- 
ing Room."  I  opened  with  singing,  prayer,  and  the 
reading  of  a  portion  of  St.  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Philip- 
pians,  2d  chap.,  v.  5 — 11,  and  spoke  shortly  on  it,  after 
which  I  gave  the  privilege  to  every  one  to  pray  and  speak 
accordino;  to  the  feelino;  and  conviction  of  their  own 
hearts :  in  consequence  of  it,  we  had  a  glorious  waiting 
before  the  Lord.  Several  prayers  arose  to  the  throne  of 
God,  and  several  very  appropriate  addresses  were  given, 
whereby  all  were  benefited  and  edified. 

Rev.  Hoehn  (Evang.  Luth.  minister,)  a  private  of  the 
7th  New  Jersey  Vol.  Inf.,  spoke  so  powerfully  of  the  love 
of  Jesus,  that  we  all  felt  that  Jesus  was  in  our  midst,  and 
that  to  bless  us. 

After  him  another  soldier  arose,  and  based  his  re- 
marks on  the  necessity  of  experimental  religion,  and  gave 
evidence  of  his  peaceful  condition  of  soul  when  he  was 
in  one  of  the  late  battles  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
where  he,  after  commending  his  soul  to  the  hands  of 
Jesus,  felt  the  consoling  assurance:  ''■If  1  should  fall,  I 
fall  in  the  arms  of  Jesus." 


Tills  afternooQ  I  fouud  a  German  Catholic,  wlio  liaa 
beem  preseat  last  liigkt  ia  our  meetiBg,  who  made  the 
following  e©Rfessioa:  "I  have  walked  thus  far  on  the 
broad  road  that  leads  to  destruction,  and  li^ed  a  wicked 
life,  hiit  your  preaching  last  night  has  cheeked  me  at 
once,  and  I  am  now  resolved  to  serve  my  God  and  Sa- 
viour fey  seeking  and  praying  for  his  grace  and  peace." 
He  appeared  deeply  humbled  and  in  good  earnest,  whec 
lie  made  the  above  eonfessi-oa. 

Be  kind  enough  to  send  us  German  hymn  hooks  and 
(Other  religious  hooks  for library  use,  and  you  will  make 
the  hearts  of  all  the  poor  Germans  glad  and  full  of  gra- 
titude. John  B.  Poernee. 

e%  Point,  Va.,  FeL  2itk,  1865, 

SansMne. 
ji! -One  poor  fellow,  the  first  time  I  visited  the  hospital,,  I 
found  lying  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  low  with  the  fever. 
His  nurse  told  me  that  he  had  eat^en  nothing  for  a  long 
time.  I  went  up  to  his  bedside  and  spoke  to  him.  He 
looked  up  very  inquiringly  at  me.  I  said  to  him  :  "  My 
brother,  you  appear  to  be  very  sick."  He,  whispering, 
gaid,  "■  Yes,  I  have  been  very  sick.  He  thought  his  fever 
was  broke,  but  he  could  not  eat.  I  told  him  I  had  some 
soda  biscuit  and  currant  jelly ;  perhaps  he  could  eat  a 
little  of  that,  I  prepared  him  one.  He  raised  up  and 
ate  it,  saying:  "That  tastes  good.  That's  the  best  thing 
I  have  had  to  eat  since  I  left  home."  He  smiled;  he 
thanked  me.  I  left  some  biscuit  and  jelly  for  him  and 
his  suffering  companions;  prayed  with  and  for  them. 
The  next  time  I  visited  the  hospital,  asked  him  how  he 
felt.     Answer:  "Better;  your  cracker  and  jelly  did  mo 
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mnch  good/'  On  lasfc  Tuesday,  when  I  last  saw  him,  he 
was  walking  about,  and  felt  like  getting  home.  I  could 
give  many  more  instances  of  the  same  kind.  The  sur- 
geon, steward,  ward  master  and  nurses  all  say  to  me:  "  The 
boys  know  your  team.  They  brighten  up  as  soon  as  they 
see  you  coming/'  Samuel  Godshall. 

Alexandria,  Va. 

Ciiristian  Commission  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 

The  sabj&ined  Extract  is  from  the  Army  Correspondence  of 
The  Witness,  Indianapolis,  Indiana: 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  things  in  relation  to  the  U.  S. 
Christian  Commission — its  work — delegates  and  supplies. 
A  year  of  close  observation  has  convinced  me  that  this 
is  one  of  the  most  powerful  agencies  of  good  ever  con- 
ceived by  men.  I  have  watched  its  workings  at  this 
poet,  until  1  feel  that  good  enough  has  been  done  right 
here  to  amply  reward  God's  people  for  every  sacrifice 
made  in  all  the  land.  Here,  enormous  supplies  of  read- 
ing, fruits  and  clothing  are  constantly  being  issued.  The 
troops  are  visited  in  camp,  and  the  gospel  preached  daily 
to  anxious  soldiers,  hundreds  of  whom  have  been  brought 
to  Jesus.  Every  night  the  chapel  is  full  of  soldiers,  who 
listen  anxiously  to  the  healing  words  of  Jesus  as  the 
delegates  of  the  Commission  preach  them.  Thousands 
upon  thousands  thus  hear  the  gospel,  and  not  unfre- 
quently,  forty,  fifty  or  sixty  ask  for  prayers  at  a  single 
meeting;  while  many  find  peace,  and,shout  for  joy. 

Wm.  Elgin, 

Feb.  14.  Chaplain  14th  U.  8.  C.  Inf. 
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The  following  is  from  the  Reveille,  a  little  paper  published  by  the 
soldiers  io  one  of  the  United  States  Hospitals  at  New  Albany,  In- 
diana. It  is  understood  to  have  been  written  by  the  surgeon  in 
charge,  and  is  a  very  clear  statement  of  the  method  of  working  in 
the  diet  kitchens,  and  of  their  value. 

One  of  the  marks  of  progress  in  the  treatment  of  our 
fiick  and  wounded  is  found  in  the  establishment  of  the 
special  diet  kitchen  under  new  and  better  auspices. 
Fi'om  the  first  the  patients  in  a  hospital  were  naturally 
divided  into  two  classes,  one  embracing  all  who  were  able 
to  go  to  the  general  table,  and  the  other  the  remainder, 
or  those  who  eat  in  the  ward.  To  the  latter  the  office  of 
the  special  diet  kitchen  wholly  applies.  The  Surgeon- 
General  has  given  a  "  diet  table,"  with  the  various  diets — 
full,  half,  low,  milk,  beef  tea  and  chicken,  together  with 
the  articles  and  amount  appropriated  to  each.  This  table 
is  the  result  of  very  careful  and  accurate  experiments 
made  in  several  of  the  largest  hospitals  in  the  United 
States,  and  is  fully  sufficient,  except  in  a  few  cases,  for 
the  patients.  The  articles  required  in  these  exceptional 
cases,  constitute  what  is  called  "extra  diet."  The  Com- 
missary furnishes,  generally,  an  ample  supply  of  the  more 
substantial  articles  of  diet,  and  it  is  only  the  more  delicate 
and  nicer  articles  which  the  Christian  and  Sanitary  Com- 
missions have  found  it  necessary  to  furnish. 

The  great  stumbling  block,  however,  has  been  the  pro- 
per preparation  of  the  food,  so  as  to  be  palatable  and  nu- 
tritious to  the  sick.  The  men  who  were  detailed  for  that 
purpose  have  been  generally  too  careless  and  too  little 
conversant  with  the  arts  of  cooking  to  render  just  the 
service  needed.  Mrs.  Annie  Wittenmyer,  of  Iowa,  ap- 
2 
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predating  fully  this  difficulty,  undertook  to  remedy  it. 
Her  plan  was  eminently  practical,  and  so  simple  that  any 
body  could  iinderstand  it;  it  was  just  to  take  the  Govern- 
ment Kitchen  as  already  organized,  with  all  its  means  and 
materials,  with  its  defects  and  advantages,  and  attempt  to 
make  it,  through  the  aid  of  intelligent  Christian  ladies, 
what  the  kitchen  is  in  a  well  regulated  household.  Thus 
far  the  plan  has  worked  admirably.  The  Christian  Com- 
mission, with  its  noble  charities,  has  given  supplies  of  all 
articles  not  readily  obtained  through  the  Commissary. 
Thus  the  small  fruits,  both  dried  and  canned,  with  many 
things  to  gratify  the  taste  and  please  the  fancy  of  the 
sick,  have  been  abundant^  supplied. 

But  the  chief  advantage  is  ii>  the  fact  that  ladies  of 
the  rarest  attainment  and  the  highest  Christian  character 
have  given  direction  to  every  thing  appertaining  to  the 
kitchen.  Generally  two  ladies  are  assigned  to  each  spe- 
cial diet  kitchen.  While,  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  conduct  of  the  hospital  they  are  under  the  control  of 
the  surgeon  in  charge,  they  are  in  the  service  of  the 
Christian  Commission,  and  are  subject  to  the  direction  of 
Mrs.  Wittenmyer,  its  authorized  agent.  Her  instructions 
are  so  plain  and  simple  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
danger  of  interference  on  their  part,  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  hospital. 

The  articles  of  diet  sent  to  the  sick  are  always  fur- 
nished on  the  order  of  the  surgeon  in  charge  of  the 
ward,  and  are  never  given  to  the  patient,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances, without  his  consent.  Thus  one  great  source 
of  trouble  is  avoided. 

As  a  rule  which  does  not  admit  of  an  exception  within 
the  writer's   knowledge,   all    articles   furnished    by   the 
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Christian  Commission  tave  been  faithfully  distributed. 
The  G-overnment  supplies  the  ladies  with  rations,  and 
there  is  not  the  slightest  occasion  for  them  or  their 
friends  to  appropriate  the  stores  to  their  own  use.  Be- 
sides, their  high  character  is  a  sufficient  guarantee.  The 
stores  are  secure  in  their  hands,  a  circumstance  in  itself 
of  great  consideration.  Five  cents  would  buy,  many 
times  over,  all  the  stores  of  the  Christian  Commission 
which  have  been  misapplied  in  this  hospital,  and  this  is 
true,  we  have  no  doubt,  of  many,  if  not  all  others,  where 
these  kitchens  have  been  established. 

For  some  time  the  special  diet  kitchen  of  this  hospital 
has  been  entirely  inadequate.  Nearly  two  hundred  men 
have  been  supplied  daily  with  every  variety  of  food  which 
could  be  imagined  or  the  fantastic  taste  of  the  patient 
suggest.  A  Diet  Bulletin  is  issued  every  day  to  the 
wards,  exhibiting  the  articles  of  full,  half  and  low  diet, 
appropriate  for  that  day,  together  with  a  list  of  articles 
which  can  be  ordered  on  extra  diet.  A  glance  enables 
the  surgeon  to  see  precisely  what  articles  are  on  hand 
and  is  his  guide  in  making  out  his  orders  for  diet.  These 
are  entered  on  printed  lists  made  for  that  purpose,  and 
consolidated  for  each  ward  by  the  Commissary  Steward. 
This  consolidated  order  serves  as  a  guide  both  for  draw- 
ing from  the  Commissary  and  for  issuing  to  the  nurses  of 
the  ward. 

The  greatest  system  and  order  prevail  throughout, 
and  it  rarely  happens  that  the  patient  fails  to  get  exactly 
what  his  surgeon  ordered  for  him. 

While  this  method  increases  the  responsibility  and  adds 
to  the  work  of  the  surgeon,  it  certainly  promotes  to  a  much 
greater  extent  the  y/elfare  of  the  patient.     Attention  to 
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diet  thus  becomes  one  of  his  most  important  and  most 
necessar/j  duties.  It  should  never  have  been  otherwise. 
Health,  strength,  and  life  itself  depend  more  upon  the 
efficiency  of  the  kitchen  than  upon  the  power  of  the  me- 
dicines or  the  agency  of  external  comforts.  A  mind 
which  could  conceive,  and  a  will  which  could  carry  out 
the  designs  of  a  plan  of  such  vital  importance  to  the  hos- 
pital work  deserves  and  should  receive  the  highest  admi- 
ration. 


The  following  article  appeared  as  an  editorial  in  The  NetJto- 
disf.  New  York  city,  Feb.  25.  It  describes  a  very  important 
feature  of  tke  present  woi'k  of  the  Commission, — ^an  instrumen- 
tality which  God  is  greatly  honoring. 

When  people  look  over  the  muster-rolls  of  the  churches 
at  home,  they  are  surprised  by  the  large  proportion  of 
members  who  are  w^omen  and  children.  The  noblest 
charities,  which  require  most  self-denial  and  labor,  have 
their  welcome  home  in  the  hearts  of  these ;  and  no  good 
work  can  be  sustained  effectively  without  their  co-opera- 
tion from  its  initiation  to  its  conclusion.  But  in  the  army 
it  is  different.  You  may  pass  months  there  without  see- 
ing a  woman's  face,  without  being  greeted  by  one  single 
evidence  of  woman's  influence.  You  must  talk  there  with 
bronzed  men — men  who  have  not  womanly  tact,  but  who, 
when  they  see  a  sham  or  meet  a  foe,  are  as  unsparing  in 
their  denunciation  of  the  one  as  they  are  steady  in  their 
opposition  to  the  other.  You  must  learn  to  look  down 
into  deep  eyes  that  have  been  watching  well  the  enemy, 
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and  are  windows  of  souls  tliat  have  been  measuring  tte 
problems  of  life  and  death  in  the  light  of  burning  cities, 
and  have  learned  to  give  and  to  receive  commands  amid 
the  noise  of  artillery. 

The  situations  are  so  different  that  it  seeins  remarkable 
that  any,  even  spiritual,  circumstances  which  would  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  homes  they  have  left  could  satisfy 
these  men;  and  yet — wonderful  adaptation  of  the  Gospel 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ! — the  same  glad 
tidings  which  fill  with  joy  the  hearts  of  the  people  at 
home  fall  with  quickening  influence  upon  the  minds  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  army.  The  history  of  the  work  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission,  in  connection  with 
the  labors  of  faithful  chaplains,  has  developed  features  of 
the  power  of  divine  grace  which  no  pen  can  reproduce. 
No  delegate  of  the  Commission  can  finish  his  six  weeks' 
service  without  feeling  profoundly  the  difi"erence  between 
the  manifestations  of  the  Spirit's  influence  in  the  pews 
at  home  and  on  the  hard  board  benches  in  the  army — 
not  in  kind,  but  in  degree.  As  a  surgeon  at  headquarters 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  recently  expressed  it: 
"These  men  are  dying  daily,  they  are  sitting  before  the 
speakers  in  their  grave-clothes."  A  few  words  from  the 
heart  to  the  heart  bring  these  noble  men,  to  a  sense  of 
their  condition,  and  nothing  can  exceed  the  intensity  of 
their  apprehension  of  it  and  their  desire  to  fulfil  all  the 
work  of  Christ;  for  they  feel  at  once  that  these  are  in- 
terests which  cannot  be  neglected,  and,  moreover,  that 
there  is  a  duty  left,  after  their  own  conversion,  to  those 
around  them.  The  way  in  which  they  pray  for  the  con- 
version of  their  comrades  almost  equals  in  earnest  plead- 
ing the  prayers  of  the  old  heroes  of  our  faith. 
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The  Christian  Commission  has  had  all  its  energies  taxed 
during  the  present  winter  in  its  eflForts  to  supply  our  ar- 
mies with  the  gospel.  Twenty  tents,  thirty  by  forty  feet, 
costing  between  five  and  sis  hundred  dollars,  and  larger 
than  any  heretofore  used  for  this  purpose,  have  been 
erected  at  various  points  in  the  armies  of  the  Potomac, 
James,  Shenandoah,  and  Cumberland;  about  one  hundred 
and  ten  chapel  flies,  varjdng  in  size  from  the  enormous 
sixty  by  forty  feet  down  to  the  twenty  by  thirty  feet, 
have  been  also  purchased  to  serve  as  covers  for  the  nu- 
merous chapels  erected  by  the  soldiers  tliemselves  in  the 
Seld  near  their  encampments.  In  the  West,  in  addition 
to  the  above,  several  houses  have  been  purchased  by  the 
Cincinnati  branch  of  the  Commission,  and  have  been  sent 
forward  into  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  One  of  the 
most  interesting  features  of  the  work  has  been  the  alac- 
rity with  which  the  soldiers  have  entered  into  the  under- 
taking of  erecting  the  walls  for  their  chapels.  In  some 
instances  buildings  of  the  most  beautiful  description, 
charmingly  adorned  with  tasteful  decorations  of  many 
kinds,  have  been  put  up,  the  soldiers  seeming  to  vie  with 
each  other  in  their  exertions  to  make  their  tabernacles  in 
the  wilderness  as  pleasant  and  happy-looking  as  possible. 
All  these  chapels  the  Commission  has  covered  with  sub- 
stantial roofs  and  supplied  with  stoves.  General  Gregory, 
of  Pennsylvania,  described  with  much  feeling,  at  the  re- 
cent anniversary  meeting  of  the  Commission  in  Philadel- 
phia, the  appearance  of  the  beautiful  chapel  erected  by 
his  own  men,  and  fitted  up,  after  being  covered  and  fur- 
nished by  the  Commission,  with  all  the  art  and  taste  the 
soldiers  were  masters  of,  from  rough  materials,  such  as 
pine  boughs  and  logs  and  twigs,  which  were  woven  into 
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eyery  conceivable  pattern  for  ornament  and  use.  Snrely 
these  men,  wlio  have  with  their  own  hands  built  their 
chapels,  will  love  to  gather  together  within  these  rustic 
walls,  and  will  sing  the  high  praises  of  God,  and  send 
up  their  petitions  with  an  earnestness  which  only  soldiers 
can  feel. 

A  happy  thought  of  the  officers  of  the  Commission  has 
been  to  interest  Christians  at  home  in  the  success  of  these 
chapels,  and  in  response  to  various  appeals  quite  a  num- 
ber of  churches  throughout  the  country  have  forwarded 
to  the  Commission  enough  funds  to  purchase  a  tent, 
which,  when  erected,  has  been  called  after  the  name  of 
the  church,  or  the  pastor,  or  by  any  other  title  chosen. 
Two  congregations  in  Academia,  Juniata  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, about  the  close  of  November  last,  were  the  first 
to  adopt  this  plan,  and  together  they  provided  the  means 
for  the  erection  of  the  Thompson  Tuscarora  Tabernacle. 
Three  churches  in  Philadelphia  followed,  and  others  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  One  touching  incident  in 
connection  with  the  naming  of  these  chapels  is  the  title 
given  by  a  merchant  of  New  York  to  one  which  he  had 
erected  in  memory  of  his  deceased  child.  "The  Memo- 
rial Chapel"  it  was  named.  And  no  monument  of  pro- 
founder  significance,  or  of  more  beautiful  comment  upon 
the  triumph  of  life  over  death,  and  of  the  sweet  remem- 
brance of  the  dead,  could  be  thought  of. 

The  Christian  Commission  to-day  is  engaged  in  a  work 
of  church  extension  which  is  absolutely  unparalleled  in 
any  other  field  of  Christian  eff"orts.  It  is  a  new  thing 
under  the  sun  that  one  hundred  and  thirty  houses  for 
the  worship  of  God  can  be  put  up  within  a  few  weeks, 
and,  stranger  still,  that  in  every  one  of  these  services 
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can  be  held,  far  surpassing  any  tliat  we  hear  of  at  home, 
not  every  Sabbath  only,  but  every  night  in  the  week,  and 
three  times  on  Sabbath  besides.  The  Commission,  in 
erecting  these  chapels,  has  exhausted  its  treasury,  and  to- 
day stands  hampered  and  unable  to  prosecute  its  work. 
Shall  it  be  said  that  God's  church,  in  this  hour  of  mag- 
nificent promise,  when  there  is  naught  needed  save  put- 
ting forth  the  hand  and  gathering  a  wondrous  harvest, 
will  allow  the  opportunity  to  pass  idly  by  and  not  strain 
all  the  power  she  is  capable  of  using  in  supplying  the 
treasury  of  the  Commission,  and  so  enable  it  to  push  on 
the  pickets  of  the  hosts  of  the  King.  And  when  peace 
comes  again  to  bless  the  land  and  crown  the  nation  with 
her  joys,  it  shall  be  reckoned  as  not  least  among  the 
blessings  of  that  hour,  that  through  the  agency  of  the 
Commission  the  returning  army  was  so  freighted  with 
the  gospel's  blessings  as  to  be  not  only  able  to  take  the 
accustomed  places  in  society  again,  but, to  ZeatZ  to  farther 
and  hitherto  unheard-of  attainments  in  every  path  of  ci- 
vilization and  progress,  the  people  whom  they  had  so 
nobly  defended. 


The  system  of  the  Christian  Commission  is  the'  growth 
of  experience  in  the  army,  not  the  introduction  of  a  pre- 
ordained plan. 

The  Commission  was  formed  to  do  ivlbatever  inlglit  be 
found  possible  and  necessary  in  addition  to  governmental 
provision^  for  tlie  bodies  and  souls  of  the  men  of  our 
army  and  navy.  This  was  the  original  idea  at  its  foun- 
dation, out  of  which  its  entire  work  has  grown. 

No  system  was  organized  outside,  and  away  from  the 
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field,  to  be  introduced  and  grafted  upon  army  and  navy 
regulations. 

Good  men,  well  supplied,  few  in  number,  were  sent  as 
volunteer  delegates,  to  do  what  tbey  could.  They  saw 
what  was  to  be  done,  and  did  it  as  far  as  tbeir  limited 
numbers  would  allow.  They  saw  the  need  of  more  dele- 
gates, and  appealed  for  them,  and  they  went.  They  saw 
what  supplies  were  demanded,  and  asked  and  received 
them.  They  reported  to  and  consulted  with  officers, 
military  and  medical,  and  chaplains,  and  met  the  neces- 
sities the  Government  could  not  meet,  and  thus  the  work 
grew  on  their  hands,  until  it  became  necessary  to  have 
permanent  siiperinten dents  or  agents  to  carry  it  on. 

Providentially,  agents,  one  after  another,  were  supplied 
from  the  corps  of  delegates.  One,  a  civil  engineer,  was 
so  impressed  with  the  importance  and  necessity  of  the 
case,  that  ho  gave  up  his  position  and  salary  at  home,  of- 
fered himself,  and  served  many  months  in  the  field  with- 
out pay,  at  his  own  cost.  Another,  a  pastor,  remained  a 
long  while  away  from  his  parish,  at  his  own  expense, 
simply  having  a  stated  supply  furnished  for  his  pulpit. 

Others  were  provided  in  similar  ways,  to  meet  the  de- 
mand. Delegates  were  multiplied,  and  supplies  increased, 
as  God  gave  the  men  and  the  means.  The  work  only 
which  was  the  most  necessary,  in  addition  to  all  that 
Government  could  consistently  do,  to  save  the  lives  and 
souls,  to  relieve  the  sufi"erings,  and  add  to  the  comforts  of 
the  men  in  the  service,  was  done.  Much  more  was  most 
reluctantly  left  undone,  that  could  have  been  accom- 
plished, if  men  and  means  had  been  supplied  for  it. 

Thus  the  Commission  grew  into  position^  and  the  work 
ivas  moulded  'into  system,  to  meet  the  most  pressing  wants 
of  the  arony  and  navy. 
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The  following,  from  E,ev.  Edward  P.  Smith,  one  of  the 
general  agents  in  the  field,  will  show  its  position  as  a 

Voluntary  Belief  Agency. 

City  Point,  Feb.  13,  1865. 
Geo.  H.  Stuart: 

Dear  Sir: — It  is  possible  that  the  observation  of  one 
of  your  agents,  more  than  two  years  in  the  field  where 
your  stores  have  been  distributed  directly  to  the  soldiers, 
may  be  of  service  to  you  in  forming  your  own  estimate, 
and  helping  others  to  appreciate  the  need  of  volunteer 
aid  to  soldiers  outside  the  military  channels. 

It  is  not  true  that  such  outside  aid  is  indispensable  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  history  of  the  endu- 
rance and  privations  of  our  soldiers  has  shown  that  no- 
thing is  absolutely  essential.  They  can  march  barefooted, 
go  on  quarter  rations,  lie  days  and  nights  in  their  wounds 
and  blood  when  they  fall,  uncared  for,  and  still  the  cam- 
paigns go  on.  They  endure  it  and  keep  in  the  ranks,  or 
they  fall  out  and  go  to  the  hospital  disabled  for  life,  or  they 
die,  and  recruits  take  their  place  in  the  ranks,  and  the 
fight  goes  on. 

The  exact  statement  is,  not  that  volunteer  aid  is  essen- 
tial to  our  ai'my,  but  that,  without  interrupting  army 
movements,  it  saves  a  vast  amount  of  individual  suffer- 
ing and  many  lives  of  our  soldiers. 

The  argument  is  not,  that  the  rebellion  could  not  be 
conquered  without  it,  but  that  with  it  we  can  bring  un- 
told relief  to  men  who  would  otherwise  suffer  and  die,  as 
the  natural  result  of  military  hardships  and  privations. 

Nor  doss  this  arise  from  any  poverty  in  Grovernment 
supplies,  or  indifference  to  the  comfort  of  the  soldiers. 
It   comes   from    the    exigencies  of  military  operations. 
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There  is  no  arm  of  the  service  as  essential  to  its  very 
life  as  red  tape.  Officials  must  be  held  to  strict  ac- 
countability in  the  use  of  Government  property,  and  no 
discretionary  power  granted.  A  quartermaster  cannot  is- 
sue a  sheet  or  a  blanket  to  a  man  because  he  is  freezing, 
nor  a  commissary  give  rations  to  a  man  simply  because 
he  has  not  had  food  for  forty-eight  hours.  The  official 
must  have  a  voucher,  and  the  shiver  and  hunger  of  a 
soldier  will  not  make  one. 

Here  is  a  man,  for  instance,  (and  I  cite  this  as  one  in 
a  thousand  like  it  in  every  thing  essential  for  the  illustra- 
tion that  have  come  under  my  own  eye,)  in  the  ZoUi- 
cofFer  Barracks  at  Nashville.  He  has  just  come  from 
the  hospital.  You  see  at  a  glance  that  he  is  only  a  con- 
valescent. You  know  that,  by  a  general  order,  the  hos- 
pitals have  just  been  cleared  to  make  room  for  freshly 
arrived  men.  This  man,  among  others,  has  been  sent 
away  in  the  exigency.  He  lost  his  knapsack  when  he 
was  carried  from  the  field  to  the  hospital,  and  on  his 
partial  recovery  he  comes  to  these  cold  barracks  without 
bed,  or  blanket,  or  overcoat,  and  to-morrow  he  is  to  go 
out  into  the  fortifications  on  garrison  duty,  while  the 
able-bodied  men  join  in  the  chase  for  Hood.  There  are 
ten  thousand  shirts  and  blankets  at  the  quartermaster's, 
within  a  block  of  the  barracks,  but  he  cannot  draw  one. 
There  is  no  possibility  for  that  soldier  to  get  a  shirt  or  a 
blanket,  till  he  shall  reach  his  regiment.  But  that  is 
fifty  miles,  away,  and  hurrying  on  still  farther.  The  sol- 
dier is  in  no  condition  to  join  them,  and  would  die  in  the 
attempt.  The  Grovernment  could  not  provide  for  such  an 
emergency,  without  giving  an  official  discretionary  power 
to  issue  as  needy  cases  may  arise,  and  that  would  give  an 
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hand,  sent  by  some  aid  society,  and  a  blanket,  and  give 
at  once,  just  as  you  would  do  in  Philadelphia  after  you 
have  satisfied  yourself  of  the  need  of  a  sufferer.  With- 
out that  personal  aid  the  convalescent  would  have  gone 
back  to  the  hospital  in  two  days,  andwith  a  relapse  of 
his  fever  or  diarrhoea,  and  perhaps  a  few  days  would  have 
found  his  name  on  the  record  of  the  soldiers'  cemetery. 
These  cases  are  occurring  all  along  the  line.  They  turn 
up  at  all  our  stations,  sometimes  by  the  dozen  and  hun- 
dreds in  a  day. 

In  the  time  of  battle  the  volunteer  assistant  fills  a 
much  more  important  gap  in  supplies  for  the  comfort  of 
the  men.  The  hospital  wagon,  which  contains  the  medi- 
cal stores,  instruments,  hospital  furniture,  and  supplies 
of  a  brigade,  or  division  of  men,  is  drawn  by  four  horses, 
and  cannot  safely  take  on  more  than  1,500  or  2,000 
pounds,  often  not  over  1,200.  That  division  is  liable  to 
be  drawn  into  a  severe  fight,  like  that  of  Hatcher's  Run 
last  week — may  lose  in  wounded  in  a  few  hours,  500  or 
1,000  men.  There  is  no  possible  method  by  which  the 
division  hospital  can  be  prepared  for  such  an  emergency, 
without  being  heavily  laden  with  baggage  wagons,  such 
as  would  greatly  encumber  army  movements.  The  re- 
sult inevitably  is,  that  those  men  are  brought  in,  some- 
times after  lying  all  night  on  the  field,  and  receive  such 
rations  as  can  be  found  in  the  knapsacks  of  the  soldiers. 
There  is  nothing  in  which  to  make  a  supply  of  coffee  or 
soup,  even  if  the  materials  were  at  hand.  There  are  not 
shirts  or  socks  to  take  the  place  of  those  soaked  in  blood, 
or  cut  from  mangled  limbs.  The  men  must  wait  until 
they  can  be  taken  back  from  this  flying  hospital  and  put 
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way,  where  all  issues  to  them  can  be  perfectly  vouched 
for. 

Oftentimes  they  must  be  carried  hungry  and  faint  to 
wait  their  time  on  the  operating  table.  Just  here  comes 
our  supply  wagon,  which  is  foot-loose,  and  can  go  from 
one  division  to  another,  wherever  the  call  is,  and  if  ne- 
cessary all  the  wagons  we  have  in  the  army  can  be 
brought  up,  and  all  the  force  of  a  hundred  delegates 
given  to  that  division.  The  Grovernmsnt  cannot  do  that, 
without  having  just  such  men,  and  a  dozen  hospital  wa- 
gons to  fuUow  with  each  army  division,  and  then  it  will 
be  obliged  to  violate  a  fundamental  rule,  and  give  discre- 
tionary power  to  those  in  charge  of  stores. 

In  the  fight  before  Nashville,  at  five  of  the  flying  hos- 
pitals, the  men  were  all  fed  by  the  Commission,  from  two 
to  three  and  four  days.  There  was  no  other  provision 
for  them,  except  the  rations  which  the  wounded  men 
brought  from  the  battle  field  in  their  haversacks,  not 
enough  for  one  meal  even  of  that  sort  of  food.  A  hos- 
pital cannot  purchase  any  delicacies,  until  a  hospital 
fund  is  accumulated  through  the  commutation  of  rations, 
and  that  fund  is  not  available  till  the  end  of  the  first 
month.  Many  of  the  hospitals  in  the  field  are  tempo- 
rary, and  may  be  broken  up  before  the  proceeds  from  a 
fund  are  reali.'ied.  In  such  cases,  every  can  of  milk  or 
fruit  given  by  us  is  so  much  extra  to  their  means  of 
comfort.  Without  some  such  outside  aid,  they  could 
have  had  nothing  of  the  kind. 

I  give  these  instances  to  show  that  with  stores  in  hand, 
and  a  desire  to  help  others,  we  cannot  but  save  distress 
of  the  severest  kind,  and  very  many  lives  otherwise  lost 
to  friends  and  country. 


It  is  my  sober  convictioa  that  witli  comparatively 
slight  discount,  the  relief  stores  sent  to  the  field  are  just 
so  much  added  to  the  physical  comfort  of  men  who,  at 
the  best,  suffer  beyond  any  thing  that  friends  at  home  can 
be  made  to  believe,  and  very  often  it  is  a  relief  applied 
at  the  point  where  life  and  death  are  in  the  scale  for 
decision. 

Will  you  not  keep  our  hands  full,  and  let  us  go  through 
our  hospitals,  and  camps,  and  barracks,  as  home  repre- 
sentatives, finding  in  every  troubled  soldier  we  meet  a 
brother,  or  a  son,  and  doing  for  him  just  what  the  far-off 
brother  or  father,  whom  we  represent,  would  do  if  he 
were  in  our  place? 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

E.  P.  Smith, 
General  Field  Agent  U.  S.  C  C. 


Battle  of  Hatcher's  Run. 
At  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run,  I  was  working  all 
night  and  the  next  day,  ministering  to  the  comfort  of 
wounded  and  suffering  soldiers,  helping  them  from  and 
into  ambulances  and  cars,  dressing  wounds,  giving  them 
coffee,  farina,  cordials,  and  words  of  comfort  and  cheer. 
But  for  such  ministrations  much  pain  and  mortality 
would  have  resulted,  for  the  night  was  bitterly  cold,  and 
some  of  the  soldiers  remained  in  ambulances  ten  hours; 
they  were  scantily  covered,  some  of  them  having  but  a 
single  blanket.  As  it  was,  three  died  in  the  ambulances, 
whose  wounds  were  not  necessarily  fatal.  The  number 
receiving  attentions  from  delegates  on  the  night  and  day 
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named,  was  upwards  of  eight  hundred.  Their  gratitude 
was  very  earnest  and  demonstrative.  An  Irishman,  whom 
I  had  several  times  assisted,  and  who  was  shivering  in  the 
bitter  cold,  inquired  of  me,  "Are  ye  a  chaplain  ?"  "  No." 
"A  surgeon?"  "No."  "And  what  are  yees,  then?" 
"A  delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission."  He  added, 
" I  don't  know  much  about  that  society;  but  I  say,  Grod 
bless  all  the  likes  of  yees." 

Laying  a  noble-looking  young  soldier  down  in  the  straw, 
in  the  car,  I  saw  in  his  overcoat  pocket  what  I  supposed 
was  a  Bible.  With  his  leave,  I  took  it  from  his  pocket. 
It  was  a  Bible,  well-worn  from  much  use.  On  the  fly- 
leaf I  found  this  inscription:  "To  my  dear  son  Edward, 
from  your  mother.  My  son,  make  this  precious  volume 
the  guide  of  your  youth."  I  asked  him  if  he  read  and 
loved  to  read  that  book.  The  tears  filling  his  eyes,  and 
his  voice  trembling  with  emotion,  he  replied,  "  I  do."  I 
inquired,  "  You  are  a  Christian,  then  ?"  With  flowing 
tears  he  replied,  "I  trust  I  am." 

The  Amputating  Table. 
A  young  soldier  was  brought  into  the  amputating  room. 
His  wound  was  of  the  arm.  Confronting  the  ghastly 
spectacle  which  four  amputating  tables  presented,  as  he 
entered  and  was  seated  near  the  door,  to  await  his  turn, 
he  turned  pale  and  became  faint.  I  assisted  him  into 
the  hall,  laid  him  down  on  the  floor,  and  gave  him  some 
water.  The  large  drops  of  sweat  standing  on  his  pale 
face  showed  the  shock  his  system  had  received.  Bending 
over  him,  I  told  him  not  to  be  alarmed,  the  operations  to 
the  subject  under  the  influence  of  chloroform  were  pain- 
less.    He  listened  and  thanked  me.     Recovering  soon,  I 
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assisted  him  into  the  room.  He  took  his  place  on  the 
table,  was  chloroformed  and  treated,  and  as  he  was  carried 
past  me  on  the  stretcher,  he  said,  with  an  earnest  em- 
phasis, "Chaplain,  I  thank  you  very  much." 

Two  things  specially  impressed  me  during  this  battle 
scene.  The  uncomplaining,  cheerful  patience  of  the 
wounded  men  under  intense  suffering,  and  the  almost 
maternal  gentleness  and  tenderness  of  the  nurses  and  am- 
bulance drivers  towards  them. 

Along  the  Lines. 
Distributing  tracts,  newspapers  and  little  comforts 
among  the  soldiers  in  camp  and  along  the  lines  has  been 
an  arduous,  but  delightful  employment.  The  men  are 
accessible  and  thankful.  Sevei'al  instances  of  conversion 
have  resulted  from  such  effort. 

The  Hospitals. 
In  the  hospitals  as  many  as  fifteen  or  twenty  have  pro- 
fessed religion  under  my  observation,  some  of  whom  have 
since  died  in  the  faith  and  triumph  of  Christianity.  I 
generally  found  the  writing  of  letters  for  the  invalids  to 
be  the  most  available  avenue  to  their  hearts.  One  young 
sodier  wished  me  to  write  for  him  to  his  mother.  He 
was  suffering  from  chronic  diarrhoea.  He  had  not  been 
religiously  trained,  and  was  thoughtless  and  profane ;  so 
much  so  that  he  was  reproved  for  it  by  one  of  the  nurses. 
I  instructed  him,  prayed  with  him,  and  directed  him  to 
the  Saviour.  At  first  he  was  averse  to  talking  on  the 
subject.  After  awhile  he  listened.  In  a  few  days  he 
prayed,  and  after  about  two  weeks  from  the  time  I  first 
saw  him  he  died.     Only  ten  minutes  before  he  expired, 
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he  assured  me  lie  felt  prepared  and  happy  to  go  to  his 
heavenly  home. 

Sevival  Scenes. 

In  the  preaching  and  prayer  meetings  which  I  attended, 
the  Spirit  of  Grod  prevailed  in  great  power.  Whenever 
I  made  a  call  for  seekers  of  religion  to  rise  for  prayers, 
from  five  to  twenty  would  respond.  I  never  called  for 
them  in  vain.  I  have  seen  at  different  times  more  than 
three  hundred  thus  rise  for  prayei'S,  and  I  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  hundreds  bear  testimony  to  their  con- 
version during  the  time  of  my  labors  among  them.  At 
Henry,  Birney,  Point  of  Rocks,  Jones'  Landing  and  City 
Point  stations  I  have  witnessed  revival  scenes  of  deep  and 
memorable  interest. 

It  has  been  my  privilege  to  preach  among  the  colored 
soldiers  in  the  25th  corps,  and  also  to  attend  their  schools, 
taught  by  our  delegates.  There  are  some  twelve  or  four- 
teen of  them  in  the  two  armies  before  Richmond,  with 
an  average  attendance  of  forty  to  fifty.  The  negroes  are 
eager  to  learn,  and  they  make  good  proficiency.  At  the 
colored  soldiers'  meetings  the  men  speak  with  great  readi- 
ness, and  some  of  them  with  much  appropriateness  and 
force. 

The  Chapel  Tents. 

The  chapel  tents  are  a  crowning  feature  of  the  Chris- 
tian Commission.  At  that  of  the  regiment  of  Chaplain 
Lane,  of  the  193d  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  some  ninety 
soldiers  profess  to  have  found  the  Saviour.  At  that  of 
the  205th  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  seventy-five  professed 
conversions  are  reported,  all  of  them,  in  both  regiments, 
within" five  or  six  weeks.     It  was  my  privilege  to  dedicate 
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three  of  these  chapel  tents  during  my  term  of  service  for 
the  Commission.  A  Colonel  said  to  me  that  he  regarded 
them  as  doing  more  good  than  all  its  other  appliances. 

The  Harvest. 

In  closing  this  report,  which,  though  long,  is  quite  too 
short  even  to  give  an  outline  of  the  Christian  Commis- 
sion's operations  falling  under  mj  notice,  I  may  add  that 
I  have  never  labored  harder,  never  with  equal  pleasure 
and  success,  never  saw  so  promising  a  field,  nor  one  so 
white  to  the  harvest,  so  exciting,  nor  which  juelded  so 
full,  glorious,  present  results.  The  agents  and  delegates 
are  men  of  faith  and  zeal  and  power;  their  hearts  are  in 
their  work;  they  sacrifice  and  toil  and  suffer  and  triumph. 
I  thank  God  for  permitting  me  to  share  in  these  great 
and  wonderful  efforts  and  successes.  I  hope  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  will  not  only  not  rest  upon  what  they 
have  achieved,  nor  be  satisfied  to  continue  efforts  upon 
the  same  scale  as  heretofore,  but  will  extend  their  opera- 
tions and  multiply  their  agencies,  laboring  on  in  zeal  and 
■hope,  until  not  only  shall  the  army  be  evangelized,  but 
the  whole  land  be  wrapped  in- a  flame  of  pentecostal  re- 
vival and  salvation.  Thomas  H.  Pearnb, 

Delegate  of  Christian  Com.  from  Oregon. 


Rev.  A.  H.  Danforth,  pastor  of  the  Baptist  church  at 
Milestown,  Philadelphia,  died,  after  a  lingering  illness, 
on  the  evening  of  February  13th,  in  the  forty-seventh 
year  of  , his  age.  He  contracted  typhoid  fever  while  in 
the  service  of  the  Christian  Commission,  last  May,  as  a 
delegate.     From  this  sickness  he  never  recovered. 
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Mr.  Danfortli  liad  served  as  a  faithful  and  loved  mis- 
sionary in  Assam,  India,  for  eleven  years.  He  was  an 
able  minister  of  the  New  Testament.  Withal,  he  was 
distinguished  for  a  humility  of  spirit,  an  amiability  of 
temper,  and  a  genuine  disinterestedness,  that  won  for  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Rev.  William  Davenport,  of  Otisfield,  Maine,  one 
of  our  delegates,  died,  January  30th,  of  disease  contracted 
in  our  service.  He  said,  "I  am  not  sorry  I  went  to  re- 
lieve the  suffering  soldiers,  for  I  was  in  the  path  of  duty." 
He  died  trusting  in  Jesus.  We  have  no  further  parti- 
culars as  yet. 


A  WOED  rSOM    THE    FKOl^T, 

By  a  Field  Agent  to  those  who  send  Comforts  to  the  Sol- 
diers through  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

WE    TRY   TO    DO    THREE    THINGS   WITH   YOUR    GIFTS: 
1st.  See  that  the  Soldiers  receive  what  is  sent  to  them. 
2d.  To  let  them  know  who  sent  it. 
3d.  To  assitre  the  Donor  that  the  Gift  has  not  mis- 
carried. 

WHAT  IS  NECESSARY? 

1.  Upon  every  article  you  make  sew  an  envelope,  ad- 
dressed to  yourself,  taking  the  occasion  to  tell  the  Soldier 
what  you  think  of  him. 

2.  Under  the  Lid  of  every  box  you  pack,  put  a  lit^t 
of  the  articles,  and  an  envelope  addressed  to  the  Society 
sending  the' same.  If  you  send  Pickles, -Boiled  Cider, 
Apple-Butter,  or  Grated  Horse-Radish,  put  the  letters 
and  your  envelopes  in  sealed  Bottles,  inside  the  cask. 
Some  of  these  envelopes  will  never  appear  again,  but  most 
of  them  will  come  back  to  your  Post-Office. 


I>  lit  3e:  O  T  O  3Ef3r. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Letters  to  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  Rev.  Lemuel  Moss,  or 

Rev.  B.  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street ;  money  to  Jos.  Patterson,  Western  Bank ; 

stores  to  Geo.  H.  Stuart,  11  Bank  Street. 
ALBANY,  N.  Y. — Stores  and  money  to  Wm.  McElroy,  645  and  647  Broadway; 

letters  to  Levi  Dederick. 
BALTIMORE,  MD.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  N.  McJilton,  D.D.;  money  to  Rev.  G. 

P.  Hays ;  stores  to  6.  S.  Griffith,  89  and  91  W.  Baltimore  Street. 
BANGOR,  ME. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 
BATH,  ME. — Letters  and  stores  to  C.  Douglass ;  money  to  G.  H.  Palmer. 
BOSTON,  MASS.— Letters  to  C.  Demond,  91  Washington  St.;  money  to  Joseph 

Story,  112  Tremont  Street;  stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland,  Jr.,  Tremont  Temple. 
BROOKLYN,  L.  I.— Letters  to   Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.D.;  money  to  S.  B. 

Caldwell ;  stores  to  W.  S.  Griffith ;  Rooms,  16  Court  Street. 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y.— Letters  to  Rev.  S.  Hunt;  money  to  F.  Gridley;  stores  to  J. 

D.  Hill;  Rooms, 41  Pearl  Street. 
CHICAGO,  ILL.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801;  money  to  S.  P.  Far- 

rington,  44  &  46  S.  Water  St.;  .stores  to  Rooms  Y.M.  C.  A.,  109  S.  Clarke  St. 
CINCINNATI,  0.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay ;  money  and  stores  to  A.  E. 

Chamberlain,  51  "Vine  Street. 
CLEVELAND,  0. — Letters  to  L.  F.  Mellen;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather;  stores  to 

Geo.  Mygatt,  99  Bank  St. 
DETROIT,  MICH.— Letters  to  C.  F.  Clark;  money  to  E.  C.  Walker;  stores  to 

Francis  Raymond,  130  Jefferson  Avenue. 
HARTFORD,  CONN.— Letters  to  Rev.  H.  Powers;  money  to  A.  Q.  Hammond, 

Exchange  Bank ;  Stores  to  Rooms,  87  Asylum  Street. 
HARHISBURG,  PA. — Letters  monev  and  stores  to  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson. 
INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  and  stores  to  C.  N.  Todd,  8  North  Pennsylva- 
nia St,;  money  to  J.  M.  Ray. 
LAMBERTVILLE,  N.  J. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  J.  A.  Anderson. 
LANCASTER,  PA.— Money  to  J.  W.  Ilubley,  Treasurer. 
LOUISVILLE,  KY.— Letters  to  Isaac  Russell,  Walnut  St.  between  6th  and  7th; 

money  to  J.  G.  Barrett,  Citizen's  Bank;  stores  to  J.  Ed.  Hardy,  325  Main  St. 
MILWAUKIE,  Wise— Letters  to  D.  W.  Perkins;  money  to  John  A.  Dutcher; 

stores  to  W.  S.  Carter,  care  of  Dutcher,  Ball  and  Goodrich,  103  E.  Water  St. 
NEWARK,  N.  J.— Money  to  J.  D.  Orton,  Treasurer. 
NEW  HAVEN,  CONN.— Letters  to  R.P.  Cowles,  390  Chapel  st.;  money  to  H. 

N.  Whittlesey, 305  Chapel  St.;  stores  to  Rooms  390  Chapel  St. 
NEW  YORK. — Letters  and  stores  to  Dr.  N.  Bishop,  30  Bible  House;  money  to 

J.  M.  Brown,  59  Wall  St. 
PEORIA,  ILL. — Letters  to  G.  H.  Mcllvaine;  money  to  Wm.  Reynolds;  stores 

to  A.  G.  Tyng;  Booms,  10  South  Adams  St. 
PITTSBURG,  PA.— Letters  to  R.  C.  Totten  or  Joseph  Albree,  71  Wood  St.;  mo- 
ney to  Wm.  Frew,  172  Wood  St.;  stores  to  W.  P.  Weyman,  76  Smithfield  St. 
PORTLAND,  ME.— Letters  and  stores  to  T.  R.  Hayes,  110  Middle  St.;  money 

to  C.  Sturtlivant,  90  Commercial  St. 
PORTLAND,  OREG.— Letters  to  Rev.  G.  H.  Atkinson ;  money,  &c.,  to  W.  S.  Ladd. 
PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.— Letters,  &c.,  to  W.  J.  King;  money  to  J.  W.  Vernon. 
ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  0.  D.  Grosvenor,  75  State  St. 
SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 

McDonald;  stores  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 
ST.  LOUIS,  MO. — Letters  and  stores  to  J.  H.  Parsons;  Rooms,  under  Lindell 

Hotel ;  money  to  E.  Ticknor. 
ST.  PAUL,  MINN.— Letters  to  H.  M.  Knox;  money  and  stores  to  D.  D.  Mer- 
rill, 193  E.  Third  Street. 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  C.  P.  Lyford,  520  Montgomery  St. ; 

money  to  P.  Sather,  same  address;  stores  to  J.  B.  Roberts,  215  California  St. 
SPRINGFIELD,  MASS.— Letters,  money  and  stores  to  F.  A.  Brewer. 
TOLEDO,  0.— Letters  to  Rev.  H.  W.  Pierson,  D.D.;  money  and  stores  to  D.  B. 

Smith,  cor.  Jefferson  and  Water  Streets. 
TROY,  N.«Y. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  F.  P.  Allen,  First  National  Bank. 
UTICA,  N.  Y.— Letters  and  Stores  to  Rev.  D.  W.  Bristol,  D.D.,  118  Genesee  St. ; 

money  to  R.  S.  Williams,  Oneida  Bank,  157  Genesee  St. 
VIRGINIA,  NEV. — Letters  and  money  to  Rev.  Franklin  Rising. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C— Letters,  money  and  stores  to  Wm.  Ballantyne,  498  7th 

St.;  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  500  H.  Street. 
WHEELING,  W.  Va. — Letters,  money  and  stores  to  R.  Crangle,  Merchants'  and 

Mochanir.q'  Bank. 


lUrOEMATION  &  INSTEUOTIOir  ABOUT  SUPPLIES. 


'  All  good  and  suitable  stores  a,ro  welcomed,  and  all  necessary  freight  and 
Ciiarges  paid  on  them  by  tlie  Commission,  arid  are  distributed  by  delegates  of 
the  Christian  Commission  personally. 

WHAT  TO  SEND.— Monet,  by  all  means,  if  possible.  We  need  funds  to 
•pay  the  expenses  of  our  delegates  and  laborers  in  the  field;  for  the  purchase 
of  books,  tracts,  papers,  and  for  the  purchase  of  delicacies  and  comforts  not 
sent  by  your  loving  hearts,  which  are  very  necessary  for  distribution  in  the 
hospitals. 

The  Special  Diet  Kitchens  connected  with  the  largest  hospitals,  now  in 
successful  operation,  where  delicacies  and  wholesome  dishes  are  prepared  for 
the  sick  soldier  with  the  same  care  and  skill  as  at  home  by  the  ladies  em- 
ployed in  the  Diet  Kitchens  by  the  Christian  Commission,  involve  a  large  in- 
crease of  labor  and  outlay  of  stores  and  funds.  We  appeal  to  the  friends  of 
the  soldier  at  home,  to  meet  this  great,  but  necessary  expense. 

Cotton  Shirts,  Cotton  Drawers,  Canton  Flannel  Shirts  and  Drawers,  Sur- 
gical Shirts  and  Drawers,  (with  tape  strings  to  tie,  instead  of  se.ims  at  the 
Bides,)  Large  Cotton  Drawers  (to.  wear  in-doors  as  pants,)  Dressing-gowns, 
Slippers,  (if  of  cloth  or  carpet,  with  thick  soles,)  Sheets,  Pillow-cases,  Bedticks 
(single,  for  filling  with  straw,)  Pillows,  Pads  for  fractured  limbs,  Ring-pads  for 
wounds.  Fans,  Netting  to  protect  from  flies.  Housewives,  stored  with  needles, 
thread,  buttons,  pins,  &c..  Handkerchiefs,  Wash-rags,  Old  Linen. 

Oat-meal,  Farina,  Corn-starch,  Dried  Rusk,  Jellies,  Soda  Biscuit,  Butter 
Crackers,  Boston  Crackers,  Pickles,  Jams,  Onions  in  Barrels,  Apples  in  barrels, 
Cranberries,  Dried  Fruits.  Eggs  are  always  needed.  They  should  be  care- 
fully packed  in  boxes  large  enough  to  hold  about  100  dozen,  made  with 
handles  projecting  from  each  end,  made  strong  and  packed  full,  well  shaken 
down  as  they  are  packed,  and  sent  by  express.  Good  Black  Tea,  Chocolate, 
Lemons,  Syrups.    AH  preparations  of  the  blackberry  are  of  double  value. 

Good  Brandy,  Madeira  Wine,  Port  wine,  Cordials.  Domestic  wines  are  ex- 
cellent in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  summer. 

Stationery  is  much  needed,  paper,  envelopes  and  pencils.  Send  the  best 
Books,  Magazines,  Periodicals,  Pictorials,  and  late  newspapers. 

now  TO  PACK. — Pack  in  boxes.  -  Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well. 
Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  that  two  cannot  conveniently  lift  them  into  a 
■fragon.  Pack  eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack  perishable  articles,  such 
as  oranges,  lemons,  bread,  cakes,  nor  jars  of  jollies  and  jams,  with  other 
goods.  Bottles  and  Jars  should,  when  possible,  be  packed  in  boxes  by  them- 
selves, well  filled  with  saw-dust  or  straw.  Never  pack  Clothing,  or  Dried 
Fruits  and  Berries,  with  goods  that  are  liable  to  break  and  spill.  Tin  cans 
should  be  soldered ;  all  other  modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and 
firmly  bound  with  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed  closely  in 
sftw-dust  or  hay,  in  boxes,  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and  a  half  in  a  box,  and 
nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  halSiling.  Jellies  in  tumblers,  covered  with 
paper,  and  wines,  cordials,  &c.,  in  bottles,  with  paper  or  other  poor  stoppers, 
are  liable  to  spill  out,  jind  if  packed  with  other  things,  sure  to  injure  them. 

HOW  TO  MARK. — Mark  in  plain  letters  and  figures,  with  paint  or  ink  on 
the  boards— cards  rub  off.  On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the  box  according 
to  the  number  sent  by  3'ou  in  all,  numbering  your  first  box  *1,  j-our  second  *2, 
your  third  *3,  and  so  on  from  the  first  sent  to  the  last.  On  another  corner, 
mark  each  box,  as  from  your  Society,  giving  the  name,  and  have  it  conspicu- 
ously ADDUESSED  TO  THE  MOST  CONVENIENT  BR.ANCH  OE  THE  U.  S.  CHRISTIAN 
COMMISSION,  AS  DIRECTED  ON  THE  NEST  PAGE. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  also  send  an  in-^pice  or  list 
by  mail,  on  paper,  the  common  letter  sheet  size,  written  only  on  one  side, 
specifying  each  box  or  barrel  by  number,  and  giving  the  contents  of  each  by 
itself.  Give  your  own  name  and  post-ofBce  in  full,  with  the  name  of  your 
State.  Place  also  another  list  or  invoice  of  the  same  kind  in  the  box,  under 
the  lid. 


MEMBERS 


^nit^^  States    feristlan   ^0mniissi0n 


EESIDIIG  m  NEW  EMLAUD. 
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Rev.  ROLLIN  H.  NEALE,  D.  D.,  Boston,  Mass. 
CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Hon.  GEORGE  F.  PATTON,  Bath,  Me. 
Rev.  JAMES  PIKE,  Sanbornton  Bridge,  N.  H. 
Hon.  .J.  GREGORY  SMITH,  Governor  of  Vermont. 
EDWARD  S.  TOBEY,  Esq.,  Boston,  Mass. 
Rev.  FRANCIS  WAYLAND,  D.D.,  Providence,  R.  I. 
^Hon.  W.  A.  BUCKINGHAM,  Norwich,  Conn."^ 

Memlicr  of  the  Executive  Committee  for  New  England, 
CHARLES  DEMOND,  Esq.,  91  Washington  St.,  Boston. 


The  Christian  Commission  has  constant  need  of  money,  stores,  and  delegates. 

If  every  church  in  New  England  will  hold  a  prayer-meeting  for  the  country 
on  the  fourth  Sabbath  evening  of  each  month,  and  take  a  collection  for  the 
Christian  Commission,  a  large  sum  of  money  will  be  raised,  and  the  blessing 
of  God  be  obtained  for  our  land. 

A  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  each  town,  will  also  gather  up  consider- 
afcle  money,  and  secure  large  contributions  of  stores. 

Union  meetings,  addressed  bj'  delegates,  will  assist  much. 

All  who  desu'e  to  go  as  delegates,  who  wish  for  speakers  to  address  meet- 
ings, for  documents  and  information,  may  write  to 

CHARLES  DEMOND,  91  Washington  Street,  Boston. 

Let  every  patriot  and  Christian  who  shall  see  this,  do  what  he  can  to  secure 
the  above  named  agencies,  remembering  that  he  can  thus  not  only  send  bodily 
comforts  to  the  noble  men  who  are  sulfering  in  his  behalf,  but  also  help  to 
lead  them  to  Christ,  who  died  for  us  all. 

While  our  country  is  engaged  in  this  terrible  strife,  every  true  man,  woman 
and  child,  will  rejoice  to  enlist  for  th&  war  in  such  a  work  as  he  may  do  for 
his  country  and  his  God. 

Money  and  stores  may  be  sent,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  to  either  of  the 
following  gentlemen:—!.  G.  STICKNEY,  Bangor;  CHARLES  DOUGLASS, 
Bath ;  THOMAS  R.  HAYES,  Portland.  In  Boston,  stores  to  L.  P.  ROWLAND, 
Jr.,  Christian  Association  Rooms,  .5  Tremont  Temple,  Boston;  money  to  JOS. 
STORY,  Treasurer,  112  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  or  CHARLES  DEMOND. 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  DELEGATES 


®he  1.  ^.  €)liv.i$itiiiw  i^ommfe^iaw. 


%hont  passes. 


1.  Eailroad  ComiDanies  generally  grant  passes  for  the 
delegates  of  the  Commission  free. 

When  passes  are  not  already  endorsed  on  the  Delegate's 
Commission,  he  will  report  to  the  person  whose  name  is 
fiven  in  the  foregoing  list  in  the  place  from  which  he  is 
ibout  to  start. 

The  gentleman  reported  to,  may  take  the  Commission 
md  get  it  endorsed  by  the  proper  Railroad  Officer,  or 
nstruct  the  Delegate  how  to  obtain  the  endorsement 
limself. 

2.  Passes  within  army  lines  are  furnished  to  Delegates 
)y  the  Committee  or  Agent  at  the  point  where  army  lines 
ire  entered.  At  Washington,  for  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac;  at  Louisville,  for  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 


gibout  (]$nti!rh!jg  u^on  lite  Morh 


The  first  thing  on  arriving  in  the  field  to  which  they  are 
sent,  Delegates  will  report  for  duty  to  the  General  Field 
A.gent,  who  will  assign  them  their  stations. 

The  Field  Agent  will  see  that  the  Delegates  are  supplied 
with,  whatever  is  needed  for  distribution  amongst  the 
soldiers,  and  for  their  own  subsistence. 

(••5) 
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Whenever  a  Delegate  assumed  iudepeudeuco  of  tKe 
Field  Agent,  and  goes  to  any  part  of  the  field  to  whicli  he 
is  not  assigned  or  directed,  or  visits  about  from  one  part 
to  another,  confusion  is  created,  and  his  services  are  lost, 
or  worse  than  lost,  to  the  Commission. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Delegate,  when  assigned  to  his 
station,  should  not  fiiil  of  employing  most  prayerfully  all 
his  own  ingenuity,  energy  and  enterprise  in  carrying  on 
and  extending  the  work. 

The  following  endorsement  is  printed  upon  all  the 
Commissions,  viz  : 

"In  accepting  this  commission,  the  Delegate  agrees  to 
follow  the  printed  instructions  of  the  book  given  with  it, 
report  to  the  Agent  of  the  Christian  Commission  for  the 
field  to  which  he  is  sent,  take  the  position  to  which  the 
Agent  shall  assign  him,  and  continue  in  the  work  not  less 
than  six  weeks,  unless  sooner  released  by  special  permission 
of  the  Agent  or  one  of  the  General  Officers  of  the 
Commission." 


The  various  duties  of  Delegates  from  the  U.  S.  Chris- 
tian Commission  to  The  Field,  The  Hospital  and  The 
Battle  Ground,  may  be  summarily  stated  as  follows : 

Visiting  hospitals,  camps  and  battle  fields,  for  the 
instruction,  supply,  encouragement  and  relief  of  the  men 
of  our  army,  according  to  their  various  circumstances ; 


Distrihuting  stores,  where  needed,  in  Iwspitals  and 
cam^is  ; 

Circulating  good  puhh'cat>07is  mnomjst  our  soldiers  and 
sailors  ; 

Aiding  Chaplains  in  their  ministrations  and  influence 
for  the  spiritual  and  temporal  welfare  of  the  men  under 
their  care  ; 

Encouraging  sptccicd  and  stated  meetings  for  prayer 
amongst  the  men  in  the  field  and  in  the  hospital; 

Encouraging  soldiers  and  sailors  to  communicate  freely 
and  frequently  ivith  their  friends,  aiding  them  to  do  it,  and 
if  need  he,  loriting  for  them,  especially  when  tliey  are  sick 
or  tconnded; 

Addressing  the  men  personally  and  collectively,  to 
lencourage  them  in  every  right  way,  discourage  every  vice, 
[give  them  information  frotn  the  people  and  from  home, 
[explain  the  uiorh  of  the  commission  in  their  behalf  cheer 
them  to  duty,  and  above  all  persuade  them  to  become 
reconciled  to  God  through  tlie  blood  of  His  Son,  if  they 
have  not  already  done  so,  and  if  they  have,  then  to  be 
strong  in  the  Lord,  resolute  for  duty,  earnest  and  constant 
in  prayer,  and  fervent  in  sp>irit,  serving  the  Lord; 

In  aiding  Surgeons  on  the  battlefield  in  the  hind  care 
and  removal  of  the  wounded,  giving  them  food  and  drink 
and  everything  needed  to  mitigate  suffering  and  aid 
recovery,  or  if  dying,  point  them  with  prayer  to  Jesus, 
and  give  them  Christian  burial.  In  short,  striving  to  do 
cdl  that  man  can  do  to  meet  the  wants  of  brethren  far 
from  home  and  kindred. 
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(xlancing  at  these  several  duties,  it  will  be  seen  that 
they  imply  not  only  three  sej^arate  fields,  but 

Each  having  duties  distinct,  and  each  requiring  specific 
instruction. 


I. 

DELEGATES    TO    THE    FIELD. 

In  all  cases  where  w  isely  practicable,  the  Delegate  to  the 
field  will  be  stationed,  by  the  General  Field  Agent,  some- 
where in  the  army  where  he  will  have  subsistence  for  him- 
self and  supplies  for  distribution  furnished  him,  and  where 
he  may  conduct  or  assist  in  religious  services,  see  and   in- 1 
struct  those  who  may  call,  and  from  which  he  may  go  forth 'i 
from  time  to  time  to  do  good,  as  he  may  find  opportuaity. 
Kegiments  having  chaplains  should  be  supplied  through 
them,  and  all  services  or  meetings  in  such  regiments  should  i' 
be  under  direction,  or    by  invitation  of  their  chaplains. 
A  fhaj)Iniiis  regiment  is  his  peculiar  j^ci^i^'h,  and  there 
should  he  no   intrusion  xipon   it;   huf,  on  the  contra)'^,  his 
authoriti/  and  influence  should  he  strengthened  as  much  as 
possihle. 

The  Commission  regards  the  aid  and  supply  of  chaplains, 
nt  their  own  request^  as  an  important  part  of  its  work.  Ex-\ 
treme  instances  may  occur,  in  which  the  neglect,  indiifer-' 
ence,  absence,  or  ungodliness  of  the  chaplain  may  justify 
and  require  the  delegate  to  do  what  he  can  for  the  good  of 
the  men,  independent  of  their  chaplain;  but  these  cases 
are  rare. 


The  work  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  comprises, 
esides  the  religious  services,  &c.,  at  the  stations,  the 
kpply  of  field  hospitals  with  such  clothing,  bedding,  and 
Itores  as  their  necessities  require;  the  distribution  of 
toies  and  publications  to  all  in  the  camps,  ofl&cers  and  men; 
ersonal  individual  intercourse  with  them,  to  instruct, 
heer,  and  win  them  to  Christ,  or  to  stir  them  up  to  greater 
aith  and  zeal  and  activity  for  Christ;  aiding  and  encourag- 
fig  constant  correspondence  with  their  friends,  by  giving 
;|heoi  paper  and  envelopes,  or  if  need  be,  writing  for  them 
ind  mailing  their  letters,  and  forwarding  for  them  packages 
p  their  homes;  securing  the  organization  of  Religious 
iocieties,  where  practicable;  encouraging  meetings  for 
rayer;  aiding  chaplains  in  their  public  services,  and  seek- 
Qg  opportunity  to  address  regiments  publicly  and  collec- 
ively;  addressing  them,  as  delegates  of  the  Commission 
,nd  as  ambassadors  for  Jesus;  and  doins;  whatever  else 
;ood  common  sense  and  warm  Christian  sympathy  and 
rue  patriotism  may  dictate  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual 
)enefit  of  the  men  in  the  field. 

To  facilitate  this  work  of  the  Field,  the  Commission  will, 
or  the  regular  service,  furnish  its  delegates,  if  needed, 
lot  only  with  stores,  clothing  and  publications  for  gratui- 
ious  distribution,  but  wagons  and  horses  for  their  trans- 
portation from  the  various  depots  of  these  things  to  the 
3amps  where  they  are  to  be  distributed. 

But  in  case  of  exigencies  demanding  it,  Brigadier  or 
Major  Generals,  or  other  officers,  may  be  requested  to  detail 
imbulances  for  temporary  use,  which  they  will  readily  do, 
if  at  all  consistent  with  military  exigencies. 


Fov  the  accomplishment  of  this  Field  work,  it  is  always 
desirable  to  see  first  the  commandino;  officer  of  the  rc^i- 
ment,  brigade,  division,  or  corps,  in  which  it  is  to  be  done, 
and  explain  it  to  him;  and  also  see  and  explain  to  such 
other  officers  as  may  be  convenient  and  expedient,  especinllj 
Colonels  of  regiments,  Chaplains  and  Surgeons. 

Officers  should  also  be  politely  remembered  in  the  distri- 
bution to  them  of  such  things  as  they  may  specially  need. 

Distribution  to  the  men  may  be  made  in  various  ways. 
and  should  be  so  made  as  to  have  the  things  intended  foi 
them  actually  'placed  in  their  Iwnds. 

One  plan  for  doing  this  is,  with  permission  of  the 
officers,  to  visit  from  tent  to  tent,  so  that  each  man  maj 
receive  for  himself  such  articles  as  can  be  given  him. 

Care  and  discretion  must  be  exercised,  to  avoid  inequalitj 
in  distribution,  lest  the  least  modest  should  receive  the  most 

Occasions  for  addresses  may  be  sought  or  accepted  at  th( 
times  of  regular  service,  or  at  the  close  of  a  dress  parade 
or  by  having  regiments  assembled,  by  order  of  their  com 
mandcr,  at  any  time,  for  the  purpose. 

Addresses  should  always  be  brief,  kind,  tender,  breath- 
ing of  home,  earnest  and  aft'ectionate  for  the  men,  auci 
fervent  for  Christ.  No  men  in  the  world  listen  witl;! 
deeper  interest  than  our  brave  soldiers,  to  living  wordti 
of  truth;  none  are  moved  more  powerfully  by  generouf' 
and  noble  sentiments;  none  more  hopeful  for  the  powei 
of  the  gospel  and  the  labor  of  the  servant  of  Christ;  bu' 
they  cannot  be  impressed  or  moved  by  abstractions,  or  drj 
and  dull  discussions.  Like  powder,  they  are  easily  firec 
by  the  living  spark,  yet  they  cannot  be  moved  by  all  th( 
dead  ashes  and  coals  that  can  be  heaped  upon  them. 
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II. 

DELEGATES   TO   THE    HOSPITALS. 

The  U.  S.  Cliiistian  CoinBiission  sends  men  to  work  in  the 
ospitals,  as  volunteer  assistants  of  chaplains,  at  the  chap- 
lins'  request,  or  to  act  as  volunteer  chaplains  in  such 
lospitals  as  have  not  had  chaplains  appointed  for  them  by 
le  government — not  to  work  in  hospitals  which  have 
haplains,  except  when  requested  to  do  it.  The  delegate 
)  the  hospital  having  a  chaplain^  should  therefore  report 
imself  first  to  the  chaplain,  as  ready  to  assist  him,  and 
)llow  his  instructions  and  counsels.  He  should  also 
3port  himself  to  the  Medical  Director  of  the  post,  and 
de  Surgeon  in  charge,  and  his  assistants,  and  work  under 
leir  approbation.  No  delicacy,  medicine,  or  stimulant 
liould  ever  be  given  to  the  sick  especially,  or  the  wounded 
1  the  hospitals,  without  the  approbation  of  a  surgeon ; 
nd  in  all  matters  at  all  inflaencing  the  rccoceri/  of 
aticiits,  the  surgeon  s  instructions  should  he  sought  and 
mpUcitly  followed. 

Free  and  frequent  distribution  of  good  reading  matter  in 
he  hospitals;  the  establishment  of  stated  and  frequent 
aeetings  for  prayer  and  conference;  the  occasional  reading 
if  the  Scriptures,  with  singing  and  prayer  and  exhortation, 
n  such  wards,  especially,  as  are  occupied  by  those  unable 
0  go  out  to  the  stated  meetings,  though  not  so  ill  as  to  be 
njured  by  such  service;  together  with  personal  couversa- 
ion  and  prayer  with  individuals,  are  the  chief  means  by 
vhich  the  delegate  can  benefit  the  men  of  the  hospital. 
\.nd  in  all  this,  it  is  highly  desirable  not  only  to  secure 
he  approval,  but  also  the  aid  of  the  surgeons  who  are 
villino;  to  render  it. 
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For  their  temporal  welt'are  and  cumlbrt  the  distributioj 
of  clothing  when  needed,  aiding  the  men  with  papei 
envelopes  and  stamps  to  write  to  their  friends,  and  writin; 
for  them  in  cases  requiring  it;  and  getting  or  doing  any 
thing  whatever  which  may  benefit  them,  are  chief  amongs 
the  ways  to  be  embraced  by  the  delegate. 

III. 

DELEGATES   TO   THE   BATTLE   GROUND. 

Difficulties  and  discouragements  are  sure  to  meet  thos( 
who  attempt  to  reach  any  field  where  a  battle  is  raging,  o 
where  a  battle  has  just  been  fought.  But  no  difficult} 
however  great,  no  obstacle  however  formidable,  short  o 
impossibles  and  impassibles,  should  stop  any  delegate  o 
the  Commission  this  side  of  the  ground  where  the  woundeci: 
may  die  for  want  of  the  aid  he  can  render  them.  If  th* 
battle-field  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  it  may 
indeed,  be  inaccessible,  but  if  it  is  in  the  hands  of  ou:' 
own  army,  his  feet  can  carry  him  there  if  all  other  mean.! 
of  conveyance  should  fail  him.  Go  there  he  shotdd,  how 
ever  weary  the  way,  great  the  alarm,  or  many  there  mai 
be  turning  back  or  dissuading  him  from  going  on. 

His  accoutrements  should  be  a  badge,  a  blanket  anc 
strap;  a  haversack  containing  a  towel  and  soap,  cracker! 
and  dried  beef,  and  other  stores,  for  his  own  use: 
and  to  give  to  the  wounded;  a  bucket  to  carry  wateii 
or  coffee  in,  and  a  cup  to  serve  it  out  to  the  wound 
ed;  stimulants,  with  beef  tea  in  cakes,  &c.;  a  small  Ian 
tern,  candles  and  matches  for  night  work;  and  a  smaJ, 
Bible  to  use  with  the  dying  and  in  burying  the  dead.     ^ 
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arm  undersliirt  and  a  woolen  sliirt  over  it;  strong  plain 
othing,  strong  easy  shoes  or  boots,  with  a  cap  or  soft 
it,  make  the  best  personal  outfit. 


(ien^rnl  ^ujg^estions. 


As  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission  aims  to  appoint 
Ihristian  gentlemen  as  delegates,  any  suggestions  about 
lersonal  deportment  may  be  superfluous!  They  wider  stand 
\erfectly  %cell  tliat  their  worh  is  that  of  aiding  others^  not 
lictating  to  them.  Officers  are  svpreme  in  the  field,  and 
irgeons  in  the  hospital  and  on  the  battle-ground.  All 
thers  coming  to  their  aid  are  present  only  hy  sufferance, 
nd  are  sttbordinate,  not  in  authority,  and  shoidd  hold 
lemselves  subject  to  orders,  and  place  themselves  under 
rders,  and  then  do  with  their  might  whatever  v:orh  their 
ands  find  to  do,  commending  themselves  to  God  and  their 
wn  consciences,  and  to  officers  and  surgeons,  by  the  wis- 
om,  energy  and  efficiency  of  their  service,  and  by  their 
entlemanly  Christian  courtesy  to  all.  Each  one  is  provi- 
led  with  a  pocket  memorandum  book  and  pencil,  and  should 
Lse  them  freely  in  noting  facts,  names,  incidents^  dates,  and 
verything  of  interest.  Also,  with  paper,  pen,  ink,  en- 
elopes  and  stamps  for  his  own  use,  as  well  as  to  give  to 
hose  who  need  them.  He  shoidd  report  his  work  often 
0  the  office  of  the  Commission,  with  facts  and  incidents  for 
mblication;  and  immediately  upon  his  return  from  the 
')oi'k,  he  shoidd  report  the  fact  to  this  office,^  in  person  or 

*Blanket8,  Haversackaj  Straps,  Badges,  Ac,  to  be  returned  to  the  nearest  Office 
f  the  Commission. 
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hy  letter^  in  order  that  the  proper  record  may  he  made  on\ 
the  hooks  of  the  Commission.  j 

All  faithful  cliaplains  should  he  sought  out  and  aided  as 
far  as  possible,  and  informed  that,  by  written  application  to  ! 
the  nearest  office  of  the  Commission,  aid  of  almost  any  kind  | 
for  their  work  coiild  be  obtained  and  sent  to  them  free  of ' 
expense. 

Success  in  the  work,  whether  in  the  Camp,  the  Hospital, 
or  on  the  Battle-field,  will  depend,  under  tlie  blessing  of 
Clod,  very  much  upon  the  faithfulness  with  which  the  del- 
egate uses  his  unparalleled  opportunity  of  personal  con- 
veratiou,  and  brings  home  the  gospel  directly,  wisely, 
kindly,  to  the  hearts  and  consciences  of  the  soldiers  be 
meets,  wherever  he  meets  them.  A  heroism  not  inferior 
to  that  which  charges  to  the  cannon's  mouth  to  capture  the 
battery,  is  required  on  the  part  of  those  who  would  conquer 
under  the  banner  of  the  cross,  and  take  captives  for  Jesus. 

And  finally,  this  whole  work  in  any  and  every  depart- 
ment should  be  pushed  with  Christ-like  earnestness. 
''Work  while  it  is  day,'' the  words  of  Jesus  when  about  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man  found  by  the  wayside;  or 
those  other  words  of  His  childhood,  characteristic  of  His 
whole  life:  "Wist  ye  not  I  must  be  about  my  Father's 
business?"  should  be  our  watchwords.  The  wounded  and  : 
sick  in  the  hospital  will  soon  pass  away  to  the  army,  or  the 
home,  or  the  j  udgment — the  living  in  the  camp  of  to-day  may 
to-morrow  be  hastened  away  to  the  field  of  carnage.  What 
we  do  must  be  done  quickly;  even  so  let  us  do.  Amen. 
By  Order  of  the  U.  S.  Christian  Commission. 

GEO.  H.  STUART,   Chairman. 

PniLADEi.PniA,  Septemhcr.lb,^?!^^. 
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A    DELEGATE'S    STORY. 


INFORMATION  AND  INSTRUCTION  ABOUT  STORES. 

All  good  and  suitable  stores  are  welcomed,  and  all  necess 
freijrht  and  charges  paid  on  t-liem  by  the  Commission,  and 
distributed  by  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  persona 

WHAT  TO  SEND. 

Money,  by  all  means,  if  possible.     To  invest  money  in 
cles  to  send  is  unwise. 

The  Commission  can  purchase  exactly  what  is  wanted,  at;! 
very  moment  when  needed  most,  and  as  a  Commission  at  wh| 
sale  cheaper  than  others. 

CLOTHING,  ETC. 

Cotton  shirts,  Pillow-cases, 

Cotton  drawers.  Bed-ticks     (single    for     filll 

Canton  flannel  shirts  and  draw-         with  straw), 
ers,  .      ^ 

Surgical  shirts  and  drawers 
(with  tape  strings  to  tie  in- 
stead of  seams  at  the  sides), 

Large  cotton  drawers  (to  wear 
indoors  as  pants), 

Dressing  gowns. 

Slippers  (if  of  cloth  or  carpet, 
with  slifiF  soles). 

Sheets, 

FOOD,  ETC. 

Oat  meal,  Soda  biscuit.  Onions,  in  barrels. 

Farina,     •  Butter  crackers.      Apples,  in  barrels, 

Corn  starch,  Boston  crackers. 

Dried  rusk,  Pickles, 

Jellies,  Jams, 

In  special  cases,  eggs,  bread,  cakes,  &c.,  are  needed,  but 
generally.    They  should  never  be  sent  unless  specially  called  : 

FOR  BEVERAGES. 

Good  black  tea.         Chocolate,        Lemons,         Syrups. 

All  preparations  of  the  Blackberry  are  of  double  value. 

STIMULANTS 

Good  brandy,     Madeira  wine.     Port  wine.     Cordials. 
Domestic  wines  are  excellent  in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  sumt 
Good  Reading  Matter. —  Send  no  trash.     Soldiers  deser 
the  best.     A  library  is  a  valuable  hygienic  appliance.     For 
able-bodied,  good  publications  are  mental  and   spiritual   foO 


Pillows, 
Pads,  for  fractured  limbs, 
Ring  pads,  for  wounds. 
Fans, 

Netting,  to  protect  from  flie 
Housewifes.  stored  with  need 
thread,  buttons,  pins,  &c. 
Handkerchiefs, 
Wash-rags, 
Old  linen. 


Cranberries, 

Good  butter,  in  small  j{ 

Dried  fruits. 


Id 


T7.  S.  CHKI8TIAN  COMMISSION. 

DELEGATE'S  STORY. 

By  Rev.  H.  Q.  Butterfield. 


The  following  paper  was  originally  addressed  to  C. 
Demond,  Esq.,  of  Boston.  The  writer  is  pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church  of  Great  Falls,  New  Hampshire. 

Remarkable  for  terse  statement,  touching  interest,  and 
spiritual  power,  it  is  even  more  so  as  an  example  of  dele- 
gate work  in  the  army. 

If  one  man,  in  one  term  of  delegate  service,  could  do  so 
much  to  win  souls  to  Christ,  bind  together  the  tent  and 
the  hearth,  relieve  bodily  suffering,  and  meet  the  yearning 
for  sympathy  of  our  sons  and  brothers  away  in  the  war, 
what  must  the  fruits  be  of  the  service  of  the  fourteen 
hundred  and  more  sent  by  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission? 

Mr.  Hawes  and  myself  left  Boston,  September  15th,  for 
|he  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  We  spent  the  following 
fcibbath  in  Louisville,  where  I  preached  twice, — once  to 
the  well,  and  once  to  the  invalids.  That  was  the  day  of 
the  bloody  Chickamauga  battle.  We  hastened  to  the 
front,  reaching  Chattanooga  Friday.  For  the  first  four 
days  my  labors  are  in  the  town. 

I  begin  to  move  around  among  the  sick.  The  first  man 
I  accost  tells  me  he  is  a  Christian.  The  second  man,  be- 
longing to  the  18th  Regulars,  lies  dying.     I  cannot  learn 
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name  or  history.  I  try  to  talk  with  him,  and  point  him  to 
the  Saviour.  The  only  answer  is  a  groan.  He  is  beyond 
my  instruction.  The  next  four  patients  all  tell  me  they 
have  a  hope  in  Christ.  It  is  good  to  look  at  their  peaceful 
faces. 

The  next  one  I  accost  wants  to  know  if  I  will  write  a  let- 
ter for  him  to  his  Colonel.  My  promise  to  do  so  seems  to  do 
him  a  world  of  good.  "  0,  sir,"  exclaims  he,  "  yours  is  the 
lirst  sympathy  we  have  had  since  we  have  been  lying  here !" 
I  encourage  him,  shake  hands,  and  promise  to  see  him 
again.  When  he  afterward  learns  that  I  have  written  his 
letter,  and  done  his  errand,  his  gratitude  is  touching.  He 
belongs  to  the  '' Louisville  Legion"  (5th  Kentucky). 

The  tears  gush  from  E.  K..  Ilichardson's  eyes  as  I  ask  if  he 
is  trying  to  live  a  Christian  life.  "  I  was  taught  to  do  so, 
sir."     God  bless  the  prayers  of  faithful  parents. 

So  ends  my  first  half  day  among  the  sick.  It  is  a  blessed 
work. 

On  my  next  trip,  I  find  a  sick  soldier,  looking  sad  and 
discouraged.  I  try  to  raise  his  spirits ;  telling  him  we  ap- 
preciate his  services ;  that  he  is  not  forgotten  at  home;  that 
thousands  are  praying  for  him.  It  is  too  much  for  him 
He  turns  aside  his  head,  and  bursts  into  tears.  So  precious 
is  a  little  sympathy;  so  hungry  are  these  poor  sick  men  for  it. 

"  Do  you  enjoy  religion  ?"  I  ask  another  soldier.  "  Yes 
sir."  "  Where  did  you  obtain  it  ?"  "  Right  in  that  corne 
sir!"  And  he  points  to  a  spot  where  he  has  been  pn 
viausly  lying.  I  find  that  Brother  T.  D.  Ewing,  of  th 
Commission,  has  been  showing  him  the  way. 

Here  is  a  brisk  young  soldier,  not  piously  inclined,  but 
very  cheerful.  Pointing  to  an  ugly  wound  upon  his 
shoulder,  he  says,  "  You  see  I  have  lately  got  my  star," 
i.  e.,  badge  of  the  Brigadier.  I  congratulate  him  upon  his 
promotion. 
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Here  is  an  Illinois  soldier,  who  tells  tne  his  father  and 
all  his  brothers  are  disloyal.  But  he  says  he  has  learned 
to  put  God  first,  country  next,  family  next,  and  self  last. 
Noble  sentiments.  I  tell  him  many  prayers  are  offered  for 
him  at  home.  "Yes,"  says  he,  "I  know  it.  I  have  a 
wife  wlio  is  putting  in  her  time  that  waij."  Here  are  three 
soldiers,  lying  side  by  side,  who  are  seekers.  Their  hearts 
are  tender,  and  I  find  it  a  blessed  privilege  to  point  them 
to  Christ. 

Here  is  a  brave  fellow,  whose  chest  has  almost  been 
crushed  in  by  the  premature  fall  of  a  chimney, — the  house 
being  pulled  down  for  fortifications.  With  much  efi"ort  he 
whispers  into  my  ear  the  contents  of  a  letter  for  his  wife. 
"Shall  I  tell  her  you  are  seeking  Christ?"  "Yes;  and 
tell  her  to  pray  for  me."  And  his  gushing  tears  attest  his 
sincerity.     May  God  bless  Joseph  West! 

Sunday,  I  preach  in  the  field  to  the  9th  Indiana.  On 
Monday  evening  I  lead  a  soldier's  prayer-meeting  in  the 
Methodist  church.  The  house  is  crowded.  The  feeling 
is  deep  and  tender.  The  prayers  are  most  urgent  and  im- 
portunate, and  the  singing  is  like  the  sound  of  many  waters. 
The  next  evening  I  preach  in  the  same  place,  to  an  audience 
equally  large.  No  old,  no  very  young;  no  women ;  all  sturdy, 
Bober,  thinking  men.  I  have  never  preached  to  so  much 
■jbrain  gathered  into  one  and  the  same  audience  before. 

The  next  day.  Brothers  Burnell,  Hawes,  and  myself  are 
[^detailed  to  go  into  the  field  hospital,  two  miles  north  of 
^Chattanooga. 

Here  are  some  1500  wounded,  lying  in  tents,  in  a  beau- 
tiful valley,  which  is  surrounded  on  three  sides  by  high 
hills.     Here  the  rest  of  my  time  is  spent. 

The  wounded  are  arranged  according  to  corps  and  divi- 
eioiis.     Mr.  Burnell   takes  McCook's  corps,   Mr.   Hawes 


takes  Thomas',  and  I,   Crittenden's.      Our  work  is  tliug 
systematized. 

Our  first  aim  is  to  relieve  pressing  physical  wants;  for 
Bragg  has  at  last  received  our  flag  of  truce,  and  our 
wounded  boys,  after  having  lain  ten  days  on  the  field,  their 
wounds  undressed,  are  coming  in.  Most  of  them  have 
been  stripped  of  money  and  clothing;  the  heartless  rebels 
leaving  scarcely  enough  to  cover  nakedness. 

Here  is  a  fine  young  fellow  just  from  the  field.  He  is 
wrapped  in  a  sheet,  and  it  is  his  only  covering.  While 
kind  hands  are  clothing  him,  and  dressing  his  wounds,  I 
ran  to  the  tent  and  bring  him  a  cordial.  He  drinks,  and 
says,  "  How  good  that  tastes!"  See  how  his  face  shines! 
Were  he  lying  on  a  bed  of  roses  in  Paradise,  "  waxing  well 
of  his  deep  wounds,"  he  could  not  seem  happier;  so  glad 
is  he  to  escape  from  rebel  hands.  What  a  pleasure  to 
minister  to  his  wants ! 

Wheeler's  cavalry  makes  a  savage  raid,  and  destroys 
three  tons  of  our  stores,  as  they  are  slowly  coming  over  the 
Cumberland  Mountains.  This  cripples  us  during  our  whole 
stay.  We  have  not  a  tithe  of  what  we  really  need  for  dis- 
tribution. But  we  manage  to  do  considerable  with  but 
little. 

Here  are  two  papers  of  farina  and  one  of  corn  starch. 
How  many  tastes  they  afford   to  sick  men !     How  many^ 
relishes  they  give  to  poor  appetites !     How  many  blessing 
they  bring  the  Christian  Commission! 

Our  cordials  and  stimulants  are  meagre  in  quantityj 
But  how  many  sick  men  are  refreshed  !  How  many  sij 
and  say,  "0,  thank  you,  thank  you!"  Many  a  soldier  is 
toned  up  for  amputation,  or  recruited  after  having  waked 
from  his  chloroform  sleep. 

Next  to  these  more  pressing  wants,  the  soldiers  call  for 
papers,  tracts  and  books.     Go  into  a  tent,  and  almost  the 


first  question  is,  "  Chaplain,  can  you  give  its  anything  to 
read?"  And  the  Christian  Commission's  slices  and  crumbs 
from  the  bread  of  life  seem  sweeter  to  them  than  any  lux- 
uries or  delicacies. 

Then  I  carry  around,  at  intervals,  paper,  stamps  and 
envelopes  for  those  soldiers  who  have  left  all  their  effects 
on  the  battle-field.  "Chaplain,  what  is  there  to  pay?" 
"  Nothing.  The  Christian  Commission  sends  you  these, 
and  sends  me  to  present  them."  ''Bully  for  the  Christian 
Commission,  and  bully  for  you  too!" 

But  here  are  men  who  cannot  stir,  or  whose  right  arms 
are  shattered.  How  can  they  write?  How  gratefully  they 
iccept  ray  services  as  amanuensis!  Jona.  Urmston  (86th 
[nd.)  wishes  me  to  write  to  his  mother.  Wounded  on  the 
I9th,  in  the  right  hand  and  the  right  hip.  Fell  into  the 
rebels'  hands  on  the  20th,  and  was  held  till  Oct.  1.  Pa- 
roled and  sent  here.  His  wounds  doing  well.  Best  of  all, 
md  what  will  rejoice  his  mother's  heart,  he  wants  me  to 
say  to  her  he  is  seeking  Christ. 

A.  S.  Goodwin  (19th  Ohio)  wants  me  to  write  his  father. 
One  ball  has  lodged  in  his  left  thigh ;  another  has  gone 
through  his  right  knee-joint,  and  he  has  been  struck  in  the 
aowels  with  a  canister  shot.  Held  by  the  rebels  ten  days. 
Hopes  to  live  to  see  home,  and  gladdens  his  father  by  say- 
ng  :   "I  put  my  trust  in  Grod." 

At  8  o'clock  of  the  last  night  I  spent  in  camp,  one  of 

the  nurses  comes,  and  says  there  is  a  soldier  in  one  of  my 

tents  who  cannot  live  till  morning,  and  who  wishes  to  see 

(you.     I  followed  him  at  once.     The  night  is  dark,  and  the 

rain  pours,  and  has  poured  for  the  last  three  days.     Ah  1 

''t  is  Barnabas  S.  Brackett  (17th  Ky.),  whom  I  have  met 

nd  prayed  with  before,  and  who  has  told  me  he  was  ready 

0  go.     The  surgeon  has  told  him  his  time  is  at  hand',  and 

e  has  sent  for  me  to  do  the  offices  of  the  nearest  friend. 
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He  wants  me  to  write  to  his  father,  who  is  a  Baptist  cler- 
gyman in  Calhoun,  Ky.,  and  send  him  his  well-worn  Tes- 
tament. "  Brother  Willis,"  who  is  the  only  unconverted 
one  in  the  family,  I  must  tell  to  meet  him  in  heaven.  His 
money  I  may  take  and  use  it  to  send  home  his  body. 
While  waiting  for  me  to  write  these  items  down,  he  bursts 
forth  ever  and  anon  in  little  snatches  of  sacred  song : 

"  I  know  that  I  love  Jesus." 

These  things  done,  I  kneel  upon  the  damp  straw  of  his 
pallet,  the  rain  plashing  and  roaring  against  the  canvas, 
and  commend  his  soul  to  God.  Then  he  gives  me  his 
clammy  hand,  and  hopes  to  meet  me  in  heaven;  and  we 
part.  At  2  o'clock  he  dies,  shouting  his  triumph  over 
death. 

Here  is  a  member  of  the  36th  Ind.  Arm  oif.  ''  Have 
you  a  hope,  Mr.  Dudley.?"  "I  am  like  thousands  of 
others.  I  have  been  putting  this  matter  off."  "  But  will 
you  not,  Mr.  Dudley,  begin  to  seek  the  Lord  now?"  "I 
have  promised  him,  if  he  will  only  heal  me  up  this  time, 
I  will  try  to  serve  him."  And  the  great  tears  roll  down 
bis  cheeks  like  rain.  Here  is  John  S.  Boland  (86th  111.). 
His  arm  is  oif  too,  but  his  face  is  radiant.  "  Have  you  a 
hope,  John?"  "Yes,  sir."  "When  did  you  obtain  it- 
since  you  joined  the  army?"  "  In  the  last  battleJ 
(Chiekamauga.)  What  a  place  for  conversion !  Wha 
place  to  find  peace — amidst  the  smoke  and  roar  and 
nage  of  the  battle-field ! 

Here  is  Sergeant  Hiram  Godfrey,  13th  Mich.     I  prd 
with  him  J  his  heart  is  tender;  his  eyes  fill  with  tears,  and 
his  lips  move  in  silent  prayer.     He  is  giving  his  soul  to 
Christ.     Beautiful  sight!     He  promises  me,  and  tears  at- 
test his  sincerity,  that  he  will  try  to  serve  God. 

Here  is  G.  W.  Caldwell,  of  the  84th  111.     I  write  to  his 


(rife.  "  May  I  ask  her  to  pray  for  you?"  "You  may," 
'And  will  you  not  try  to  trust  Jesus  for  yourself?"  "I 
nil!  I  will!"     He  soon  passes  away,  and  I  have  to  write 

second  and  sadder  letter  to  his  wife. 

These  are  specinien  cases. 

One  of  my  most  pleasant  labors  is  to  hold  prayer-meet- 
ngs  in  the  tents  of  the  wounded.  On  Saturday  and  Sun- 
lay,  October  lOth  and  11th,  I  go  through  all  my  parish — 
Mttenden's  corps — holding  short  services,  and  preaching 

short  sermon  in  all  the  tents  but  three.  The  whole 
ervice  is  from  ten  to  fifteen  minutes  long.  As  I  explain 
I  Cor.  5  : 1,  and  contrast  the  torn  and' dissolving  tent  with 
he  solid  "  house  not  made  with  hands,"  showing  the  glo- 
ious  privilege  of  passing  from  the  one  to  the  other,  the 
ears  fill  the  soldier's  eyes  to  think  how  his  poor  tent  lies 
orn  and  battered;  and  his  soul  is  filled  with  longings  to 
nter  the  house.  Good  attention  in  all  the  tents;  and  in 
orae  the  feeling  is  so  deep  and  strong  as  to  extemporize  a 
irayer-meeting,  in  which  nearly  all  take  part. 

As  I  go  through  the  tents  one  day,  James  Coit,  a  Ken- 
uckian,  wearing  on  his  body  six  ugly  wounds,  says  to  me : 
'  Chaplain,  when  are  you  coming  to  hold  another  prayer- 
aeeting?"  "  This  evening."  "  Chaplain,  why  not  now?" 
'  Very  well,"  I  reply,  "  I  am  a  minute  man ;  let  it  be  now." 
5o  I  take  off  my  hat,  and  pull  out  my  Testament,  and  we 
iave  a  precious  meeting. 

There  is  another  sad  ofl&oe  I  am  called  to  perform.  It 
3  to  follow  the  dead  soldier  to  the  grave.  Caldwell,  whom 
'.  tried  to  lead  to  Christ,  and  Harlin,  a  brave  boy,  shot  on 
he  mountains  by  the  rebel  sharp-shooters,  firing  across  the 
■iver:  these  I  am  called  to  commit  to  the  dust.  Both  are 
owered  into  the  same  grave,  and  rest  side  by  side. 

In  going  my  rounds,  I  find  a  brave  and  stalwart  fellow, 
)elonging  to  the  7th  Penn.  Cavalry.     His  wounds  make  it 
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difficult  for  him  to  speak,  and  difficult  for  him  to  hear.  I  kneel 
by  his  pallet,  and  after  much  trouble  learn  the  fact  that  he  is 
trusting  in  his  Saviour.  As  I  meet  him  from  time  to  time, 
we  adopt  a  kind  of  spiritual  free-masonry.  I  point  upward, 
as  much  as  to  say :  "  Your  hope  and  your  citizenship  are  in 
heaven."  And  he  will  always  slowly  and  feebly  raise  his 
hand  in  response. 

Going  into  his  tent  to  hold  a  meeting,  Sunday,  Oct.  11th, 
I  find  that  he  has  ju«t  passed  away.  1  retire,  and  hold  no 
service  there.  Two  houi'S  after,  on  coming  from  a  tent,  I 
see  the  burial  party  just  starting.  "What!  is  there  no  chap- 
lain ?  Has  no  prayer  been  said  ?  Must  my  brave  soldier 
be  buried  thus?  It  must  not  be.  And  so  I  start  at  full 
speed,  to  overtake  the  party  before  they  reach  the  grave. 
I  reach  the  spot  just  as  they  are  lowering  him  to  his  rest. 
The  tender-hearted  soldiers  gratefully  accept  my  services; 
a  prayer  is  offered :  thus  is  William  Donald  committed  to 
the  dust. 

"No  useless  coffin  inclosed  his  breast, 
Nor  in  sheet  nor  in  shroud  we  wound  him; 
But  he  lay  like  a  warrior  taking  his  rest ;" 


the  only  thing  between  him  and  mother  earth  his  well 
worn  blanket.  But  my  vision  goes  beyond  the  blanket 
and  the  rude  grave.  I  see  the  resurrection  process;  I  hear^ 
that  last  trumpet  whose  sonorous  energy  quickens  ever 
particle  of  his  sleeping  dust.  What  a  form  this  humble 
blanket  discloses !  What  a  radiant  shape  comes  from  this 
grave,  and  goes  up  to  be  "forever  with  the  Lord."  And 
so  the  scene  is  hallowed;  and  the  look  and  the  vision  makes 
this  humble  grave  a  vista,  widening  and  opening  into  para- 
dise. 

These  are  some  of  the  incidents  of  my  work.     I  enjoyed 
it  more  than  I  can  find  words  to  express. 


1- 

;t| 

■m 


For  convalescents,  li^fely,  interesting  books,  the  monthlies,  the 
pictorials,  works  of  art,  science,  and  literature,  as  well  as  those 
for  moral  and  spiritural  culture,  such  as  you  would  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  brother  recovering. 

Stationery  is  much  needed,  paper,  envelopes,  and  pencils. 

HOW  TO  PACK. 

Pack  in  boxes.  Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well. 
Boxes  should  not  be  so  large  that  two  cannot  conveniently  lift 
them  into  a  wagon.  Pack.eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack 
perishable  articles,  such  as  oranges,  lemons,  bread,  cakes,  nor 
jars  of  jellies  and  jams,  with  other  goods.  Tin  cans  should  be 
soldered  ;  all  other  modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and 
firmly  bound  with  oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed 
closely  in  saw-dust  or  hay,  in  boxes  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and 
a  half  in  a  box,  and  nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  handling. 
Jellies  in  tumblers,  covered  with  paper,  and  wines,  cordials,  &c., 
in  bottles,  with  paper  or  other  poor  stoppers,  are  liable  to  spill 
out,  and  if  packed  with  ather  things,  sure  to  injure  them. 

HOW  TO  MARK. 

Mark  with  paint  or  ink  on  the  boards, — cards  rub  off, — in 
plain  letters  and  figures.  On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the! 
box  according  to  the  number  sent  by  you  in  all,  numbQring  your 
first  box  *1,  your  second  *2,  your  third  *3,  and  so  on  frotn  the 
first  sent  to  the  last.  On  another  corner,  mark  each  box  as  from 
your  Society,  giving  the  name,  and  conspicuously  also  mark  as 
follows :  "  George  H.  Stuart, 

Chairman  Christian  Commission, 

1 1  Bank  Street,  Philadelphia," 
or  whatever  other  name  and  place  you  wish  to  send  it  to. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  also  send  an 
invoice  or  list  by  mail,  on  paper,  the  common  letter  sheet  size, . 
written  only  on  one  side,  specifying  each  box  or  barrel  by  number, 
and  giving  the  contents  of  each  by  itself.  Give  your  own  name 
and  post-office  in  full,  with  the  name  of  your  State.  Place  also 
another  list  or  invoice  of  the  same  kind  in  the  box  under  the  lid, 
and  if  with  this  last  you  place  also  an  envelope  addressed  to  your- 
self, with  a  postage  stamp  upon  it,  you  may  sometimes, — not 
always, — have  it  returned  to  you  through  the  mail,  with  the  sig- 
nature of  the  delegate,  arid  the  name  of  the  hospital  camp 
where  he  distributed  it.. 

Write  plain.  Above  all,  write  your  own  name  distinctly,  and 
:o  save  embarrassment,  give  your  address  in  full,  especially 
whether  Miss  or  Mrs.  or  Rev, 

Money  should  be  sent  to  Joseph  Patterson,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
at  Western  Bank,  Philadelphia. 


Communications  and  Contributions 

For  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  mny  be  sent  to  any 
of  the  following  places,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  addressed  to  the  per- 
sons designated. 

PHILADELPHIA.— Letters  to  Rev.  W.  E.  Boardman,  11  Bank 

Street ;  money  to  Joseph  Patterson,  at  the  Western  Bank;  stores 

to  George  H.  Stuart,  1 1  Bank  Street. 
NEW  YORK. — Letters  and  supplies  to  Nathan  Bishop,  30  Bible 

House;  money  to  James  M.  Brown,  59  Wail  Street. 
BOSTON. — Letters  to  Charles  Demond,  4  Court  Street;  money  to 

Joseph  Storey,  112  Tremont  Street;  stores  to  L.  P.  Rowland, 

Tremont  Temple. 
PITTSBURG.— Letters  to  Robert  C,  Totten ;  money  to  Joseph  Al- 

bree,  71  Wood  Street;  stores  to  W.  P.  Weyman,  79  Smithfield 

Street. 
CINCINNATI— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  F.  Marlay;  money  to  W.  T. 

Perkins,   17  West  Third  Street;  supplies  to  A.  E.  Chamberlain, 

Rooms  Christian  Commission,  51  Vine  Street. 
INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  to  C.  N.  Todd;  money  to  James 

M.  Ray;  supplies  to  G.  W.  Clippinger. 
CHICAGO.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801 ;  money  to 
'  John  V.  Farwell ;  supplies  to  Rooms  Young  Men's  Christian  As- 
sociation, Methodist  Church  Block. 
ST.  LOUIS. — Letters  to  J.  H.  Parsons,  Daily  Union  office;  money 

to  Edward  Ticknor;  supplies  to  Isaac  S.  Smyth,  Christian  Com- 
mission office,  under  Lindell  Hotel. 
DET RO I T. — Com m unicatrons,  money,  and  supplies  to  E.  C.  Walker. 
BALTIMORE. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McJilton;  money  to  Rev.  Geo. 

P.  Hays ;  stores  to  G.  S.  Griffith,  77  West  Baltimore  Street. 
BUFFALO,  N.  Y.  —  Communications  and  supplies  to  John  D. 

Hill,  M.D. 
TROY,  N.  Y. — Letters,  money,  and  supplies  to  Charles  P.  Hartt. 
HARRISBURG,   PA. — Communications,  money,  and  supplies  to 
^  Rev.  T.  H.  Robinson. 
ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Communications,  money,  and  supplies 

Oliver  D.  Grosvenor. 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Communications,  money,  and  supplie 

William  Ballantyne,  498  Seventh  Street,  or  Rev.  S.  L.  Bowl 

500  H  Street. 
LOUISVILLE,  KY. — Communications,  money,  and   supplies  to 

J.  Edward  Hardy,  care  of  J.  G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Main  Street. 
PEORIA,  ILL. — Communications,  money,  and  supplies  to  William 

Reynolds. 
FREDERICK,  MD.  —  Communications,  money,  and  supplies  to 

Gideon  Bantz. 
HAGEKSTOWN,  MD. — Communications,  money,  aiid  supplies  to 

Rev.  Mr.  Evans. 
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This  record  of  the  first  step  in  the  national  move- 
ment for  the  organization  of  Ladies'  Christian  Com- 
missions is  sent  forth  as  an  embodiment  of  the  plan 
and  purpose  for  which  it  was  set  on  foot. 

The  United  States  Christian  Commission  in  sending 
it  forth  desires  to  express  the  satisfaction  it  has  given 
and  the  hope  it  has  inspired. 

The  general  favor  expressed,  and  the  generous  in- 
terest manifested  by  both  ministers  and  people,  and 
especially  by  the  ladies,  give  promise  of  abundant  suc- 
cess, which  will  insure  a  large  revenue  for  the  work  of 
relief  and  benefit  to  our  heroic  soldiers. 

To  the  memorial  of  the  ladies  the  Commission  would 
add  an  earnest  request  to  the  minister  and  the  ladies  of 
each  congregation  to  organize  and  report  without 
delay. 


A  NATIONAL  MOYEMENT 

FOR    ORGANIZING 

LADIES'  CHEISTIAN  COMMISSIONS. 


On  Wednesday  morning,  May  4th,  a  meeting  of  Ladies  of 
the  various  Evangelical  Denominations  of  the  city,  was  held 
at  Concert  Hall,  Philadelphia,  for  the  purpose  of  adopting 
measures  for  the  organization  of  Ladies'  Christian  Commis- 
sions in  the  various  Churches  throughout  the  country. 

The  Rev.  Bishop  Simpson,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Philadelphia,  was  called  to  the  chair,  and  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Lounsberry,  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  appointed  Secre- 
tary. Rev.  J.  Addison  Henry,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
led  in  prayer;  after  which  Rt.  Rev.  Charles  P.  Mcllvaine,  D.D., 
Bishop  of  Ohio,  and  Rev.  Robert  J.  Parvin,  of  Philadelphia, 
addressed  the  meeting.  These  gentlemen  were  followed  by 
the  Rev.  Br.  Kirk,  of  the  Congregational  Church,  Boston, 
who  delivered  the  following  address  : 

ADDHESS  OF  MEV.  DB.  KIBK. 

Sisters  in  Christ  :  Permit  me,  before  introducing  the 
subject  specifically  under  the  consideration  of  this  meeting,  to 
make  a  general  suggestion  in  regard  to  the  times  in  which  we 


are  living.  The  child  of  God  should  be  more  patriotic  and 
loyal  than  others,  should  feel  the  nation's  woes  and  perils  with 
peculiar  sensitiveness.  Yes,  the  Christian,  of  all  men,  should 
feel  his  little  bark  tossing  on  the  tempestuous  sea  which 
threatens  the  destruction  of  his  country.  But  that  feeling  of 
solicitude  and  sorrow  should  in  him  be  tempered  and  modified 
by  another.  He  can  neither  sorrow  nor  fear  as  those  who 
have  no  hope  in  God.  He  has  confidence  that  God's  provi- 
dence is  moving  the  world  forward,  and  not  backward.  He 
has  no  fears  for  himself;  for  he  will  outlive  society  and  its 
institutions ;  and  his  home  is  in  "  the  city  that  hath  founda- 
tions, whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 

There  was  a  woman,  who,  whatever  she  was  or  was  not,  i 
whatever  she  did  or  failed  to  do,  had  made  up  her  mind  to 
love  Jesus  her  lledeemer  with  her  whole  heart.  Nothing 
was  too  precious  to  give  him;  no  expression  of  love  or  grati- 
tude to  him  could  be  extravagant.  But  what  could  she  do? 
There  were  no  rules  laid  down  by  the  Church  to  guide  her. 
There  were  no  recognized  models  for  her  to  imitate.  What  i 
then  did  she  do  ?  She  consulted  her  own  heart,  and  that  told 
her  what  to  do.  But  there  was,  after  all,  no  great  value  in 
the  act  she  did  perform.  The  Lord,  indeed,  made  a  kindly 
interpretation  of  it,  when  he  said  that  she  had  done  this  for 
the  day  of  his  burial.  But  it  had  no  real  value  in  that  direc- 
tion, for  God  was  not  to  sufiier  his  Holy  One  to  see  corruption. 
Let  us  then  look  at  the  act,  and  his  sentence  pronounced  upon 
it  when  it  was  censured.  This  woman  purchased  an  alabaster- 
box  of  costly  perfume,  and  carried  it  to  the  house  where  Jesus  i 
was  entertained  at  a  supper.  Breaking  the  box,  she  poured 
the  precious  contents  on  his  saci*ed  person,  washing  his'  feet 
with  her  grateful  tears,  and  wiping  them  with  her  hair. 

When  Jesus  heard  the  cold,  cynical,  selfish  grumbler  object 
to  the  action,  what  was  his   reply?     A  precious   sentence: 


"She  hath  done  what  she  could."  That  is  enough,  humble, 
obscure,  diffident  sister.  To  meet  his  approval,  you  are  not 
to  seek  nor  gain  that  of  any  other;  you  are  not  to  imitate  or 
equal  any  other;  you  are  not  necessarily  even  to  escape  the 
censure  of  others.     Do  what  you  can  for  Christ. 

But  who  is  to  measure  your  ability  ?  One  who,  for  your 
sake,  exchanged  a  throne  for  a  gibbrt;  who,  to  secure  your 
life,  gave  himself  to  death;  one  who  thoroughly  reads  the 
heart;  one  who  requires  no  brilliant  display  of  affection,  but 
rightly  interprets  a  tear  or  a  sigh ;  who  puts  a  high  value 
upon  a  little  bos  of  ointment,  an  unobserved  desire  to  touch 
only  the  hem  of  his  robe,  a  cup  of  cold  water  given  in  his 
name,  or  two  mites  thrown  into  his  treasury. 

BUT,  WHAT  CAN  YOU  DO? 

What  can  the  weakest  or  obscurest  do  ?  First  of  all,  you 
can  love  your  Redeemer,  and  consecrate  yourself  to  his  ser- 
vice. He  is  worthy  of  all,  and  infinitely  more  than  you  can 
render.  Give  it  to  him,  all  the  wealth  and  strength  of  your 
love  and  confidence.  Give  him  the  first  place,  and  then  every 
human  being  can  have  his  proper  place.  Live  in  him ;  live 
for  him. 

Love  to  our  Lord  and  Saviour  should  always,  but  especially 
in  this  d/iy  of  rebuke  and  chastisement,  take  on  the  form  of 
humility.  The  divine  injunction  is:  "Humble  yourselves 
under  the  mighty  hand  of  God."  It  is  a  hand  so  broad  you 
cannot  escape  from  its  grasp;  so  "mighty,"  you  cannot  suc- 
cessfully resist  its  pressure.  Struggling  and  fretting  but  in- 
crease the  pain.  Submit;  that  is  our  duty  and  our  policy. 
Go  down.  How  low?  Until  you  reach  the  other  hand;  for 
"  underneath  are  the  everlasting  arms."  And  the  aim  of 
Infinite  Goodness  is  simply  this :  to  continue  the  pressure  until 
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there  is  nothing  but  God  to  lean  upon.  We  must  go  down 
through  creatures  and  idols  and  our  own  strength,  until  we 
touch  the  supporting  hand, — then  the  crushing  hand  will 
cease  its  pressure.  This  is  the  method  of  Infinite  Love,  when 
it  has  purposed  our  highest  good.  But,  will  he  not  sink  me, 
or  the  beloved  institutions  of  my  country,  and  with  them  the 
hope  of  the  world,  into  the  abyss  ?  No;  be  is  jealous  of  your 
confidence,  and  desires  to  be  its  supreme  object.  Humble 
yourselves  in  this  day  of  your  country's  calamity.  If  the 
Ninevites  could  consent  to  fast,  and  clothe  themselves  in  sack- 
cloth at  the  call  of  a  strange  prophet,  surely  the  Christian 
women  of  the  Republic  can  consent  to  express  a  sympathy 
with  their  suffering  and  imperilled  country,  by  self-denial  in 
dress  and  food;  by  simplicity  in  both,  to  give  outward  and 
appropriate  expression  to  their  grief  for  sins  which  have  so 
provoked  their  beloved  Redeemer,  and  called  forth  from  him 
such  expressions  of  displeasure. 

To  put  it  on  the  lowest  ground,  it  is  in  bad  taste  to  increase 
the  splendor  of  dress  and  furniture,  and  the  luxury  of  living, 
when  our  country,  as  dear  to  us  as  our  kindred,  lies  sick  unto 
death. 

And  this  leads  me  to  show  another  good  thing  each  of  you 
can  do.  Love  your  country,  and  judge  the  character  of  others 
in  part,  by  their  regard  for  it.  Love  your  country,  and  will- 
ingly sacrifice  anything  its  interests  demand.  If  economy  in 
dress  and  living  will  affect  the  value  of  our  currency, 'and  tend 
to  save  the  financial  credit  of  the  Grovernment,  let  there  be  no 
hesitation.  If  Southern  women  will  dress  in  calicoes  for  such 
a  government  as  their  leaders  are  seeking  to  establish,  surely 
Northern  women  can  do  as  much  for  our  Grovernment.  Love 
your  country.  It  is  worthy  of  your  love.  None  ever  was  more 
so.  Its  institutions,  its  national  character,  its  relations  to  the 
human  race,  and  its  coming  history,  its  relations  to  the  church 


of  Christ,  all  claim  for  it  a  high  place  in  our  affections.  Bear 
its  sorrows  on  your  heart.  Regard  it  as  you  do  a  sick  child, 
with  a  never  interrupted  sympathy;  carrying  its  pain  into  your 
very  sleep  with  you. 

Identify  yourself  with  the  soldier  who  is  defending  that 
country.  It  matters  not  who  the  man  is  that  occupies  that 
sacred  post;  for  the  time  being,  and  as  such,  place  him  in 
your  inner  heart.  Count  his  family  yours,  so  as  to  share  with 
them  their  sorrows  and  solicitudes. 

You  can  not  over-estimate  the  power  of  your  sex  in  certain 
directions.  It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the  strongest  forces  in 
this  rebellion  is,  the  devotion  of  the  women  of  the  Southern 
States  to  what  they  call  their  country  and  its  cause.  Blind, 
misguided  and  wicked  as  it  is,  yet,  like  the  Satan  of  Milton,  it 
is  admirable  in  its  energy  and  self-sacrificing  persistency.  It 
has.  been  said  that  the  shrewd  plotters  of  this  villany  if  rightly 
estimating  this  power,  took  care  in  their  chosen  mates  to  fire 
the  hearts  of  the  Southern  women ;  that  Mr.  Brooks  was  by 
them  goaded  on  to  make  his  brutal  attack  on  Mr.  Sumner. 
And  we  saw  in  the  early  history  of  the  war,  how  powerful  was 
the  stimulus  of  their  zeal  on  the  hearts  of  sons  and  brothers, 
husbands  and  friends.  We  hear  of  the  richest  of  them  at  this 
day  suppressing  the  desire  of  dressing  according  to  their  taste 
and  ability,  that  they  may  have  the  means  of  ministering  to 
their  starving  soldiers.  In  itself  this  is  noble.  And  shall  not 
the  women  of  the  North  at  least  equal  them,  if  not  surpass 
them  in  this  ? 

Might  not  every  lady  send  a  letter  to  the  army  every  month ; 
not  only  to  kindred  there,  but  to  friends,  or  even  strangers  ? 
The  times  and  circumstances  would  remove  from  it  every 
shade  of  impropriety.  Ascertain  if  any  young  man  from  your 
neighborhood  is  without  friends,  or  if  a  family  find  it  difficult 
to  write  frequently  to  the  husband  and  father.     Be  in  such 
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cases  the  amanuensis  for  all  your  loyal  sisters,  and  frequently 
write  a  letter  to  such.  Tell  them  about  home  ;  tell  them  about 
their  neighbors.  Be  cheerful,  even  entertaining  in  your  com- 
munications. Put  not  a  line  of  disaster  or  fear  in  them.  Be 
kind,  and  above  all,  let  them  see  that  you  are  chiefly  anxious 
for  their  eternal  welfare.  You  may  have  heard  much  said 
about  the  value  of  letters  to  a  soldier ;  but  you  cannot  over- 
estimate it. 

Pray  for  your  country,  the  government,  the  army,  and  the 
navy. 

Sisters,  do  you  know  how  wonderful,  how  glorious  a  reality 
is  prayer  !  Have  you  searched  the  Scriptures  to  see  what  a 
channel  of  the  divine  power  God  has  been  pleased  to  make  it? 

But  what  is  prayer?  It  is  the  heart,  not  the  head,  utter, 
ing  itself  to  God.  It  is  the  soul  pleading  in  the  name  of 
Christ,  for  great  blessings  which  God  alone  can  bestow. 
Wherein  lies  its  power?  In  these  elements,  desire,  humility, 
confidence,  thankfulness.  Specific  and  strong  desiring  is  the 
essence  of  prayer ;  always  consenting  to  be  refused,  always 
preferring  God's  will  to  its  own;  yet  specific  and  earnest  in  de- 
siring. This  comparison  was  once  made  in  my  hearing.  A  mo- 
ther, passing  a  room  where  her  children  were  playing,  heard 
one  of  them  crying.  But  the  quick  instinct  of  a  mother's  heart 
told  her  the  child  was  not  grieved.  It  was  play-cry.  Repass- 
ing the  room  she  heard  another  cry.  This  turned  her  step 
quick  as  thought  to  the  sufferer.  That  was  a  real  cry;  a  heart- 
tone  was  in  it.  Too  often  we  have  play-cry.  When  our  hearts 
are  burdened  and  grieved,  there  is  a  Father's  ear  quick  to 
hear  it. 

Mark  that  child  climbing  up  to  its  father's  lap,  throwing  its 
little  arms  around  his  neck.  Tell  me  if  that  is  not  a  position 
of  power.  He  may  be  a  man  whose  will  sways  the  mind  of  a 
nation,  on  whose  eloquence  that  nation  waits  for  impulse  and 
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guidance.  But,  in  the  strong  language  of  Scripture,  that 
child  takes  hold  upon  the  strength  of  that  strong  man.  Such 
is  prayer.  Except  ye  be  converted  and  become  as  little  chil- 
dren, ye  have  no  power  in  prayer. 

Pray,  sisters ;  pray  for  your  country,  for  the  men  who  guide 
it,  and  the  men  who  defend  it.  Be  simple,  be  earnest,  be 
humble,  be  bold  with  a  holy  ''boldness  to  enter  into  the  holiest 
by  the  blood  of  Jesus?"  "With  thanksgiving  let  your  re- 
quest be  made  known  in  the  name  of  Jesus." 

All  this  you  certainly  can  do,  whatever  station  you  occupy, 
however  limited  the  gift  intrusted  to  you  by  the  Lord,  who 
accepts  "according  to  what  a  man  hath." 

Now,  let  me  suggest  to  you  one  other  course  of  action.  Do 
what  you  can  to  sustain  the  Christian  Commission.  You 
know  its  work  and  its  claims.  None  of  all  the  funds  of  Chris- 
tian beneficence  is,  for  the  time,  paramount  to  it. 

And  we  now  propose  to  you  a  course  which,  while  severely 
taxing  no  individual,  will  secure  immense  results.  Within 
your  own  parish  see  to  it  that  a  society  be  organized,  if  agree- 
able to  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Church,  to  secure  a 
yearly  subscription  in  money,  and  such  labor  for  the  army  as 
the  Central  Committee,  from  time  to  time,  may  show  to  be 
needed  for  furnishing  the  soldiers  with  hospital  garments. 
See  to  it  that  while  the  necessity  for  this  kind  of  effort  shall 
continue,  your  association  be  kept  in  vigorous  operation. 

And  when  your  account  is  made  by  Him  whose  favor  is  life, 
may  it  be 

"  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 

Remarks  were  also  made  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Cheshire,  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  Rev.  A.  Gr.  McAuley,  of  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  Rev.  Dr.  Newton,  and  Rev.  R.  G.  Matlack, 
of  the  Episcopal  Church. 

1* 
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Rev.  J.  G.  Maxwell  read  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  unanimously  adopted : 

Resolved,  As  the  unanimous  expression  of  the  sentiment  of  this  meet- 
ing that  we  recommend  to  ladies  of  the  various  Evangelical  Churches  in 
the  loyal  States,  that  they  organize  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  in 
each  congregation,  auxiliary  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  Christian  Commission  be  requested 
to  issue  a  circular  embodying  a  form  of  organization,  with  hints  as  to  the 
process  of  organizing. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  the  terms  of  membership  for  these 
auxiliaries  be  fixed  at  $1  per  annum. 


MEMORIAL 

To  Christian  Ladies  and  Christian  3Iinisters. 

The  Loyal  Christian  Women  of  our  beloved  country 
have  done,  and  are  doing  a  great  deal  to  relieve,  cheer,  and 
save  the  noble  men  who  are  exposing  their  own  lives  to  save 
the  life  of  the  Nation,  and  they  are  ready  to  do  still  more  as 
opportunity  may  offer.  Of  them,  and  for  them,  we  may  con- 
fidently say,  that  nothing  will  be  left  undone,  which  Christian 
women  can  with  propriety  possibly  do,  to  promote  either  the 
bodily  welfare  or  religious  benefit  of  those  who  fight  the  battles 
of  our  nation. 

The  loyal  Christian  women  of  our  beloved  country  will  take 
double  pleasure  in  honoring  our  dear  Redeemer  while  they 
bless  the  defenders  of  the  Union,  and  relieve  those  who  suffer 
in  its  cause.  It  will  give  them  the  profoundest  joy  to  add  to 
the  cup  of  cold  water  ministered  to  the  thirsty  soldier  on  the 
field  of  blood,  the  Christian  grace  of  having  it  given  by  a  dis- 


11 


ciple  of  Jesus,  and  accompanied  by  tine  comforting  words  of 
salvation.  If,  while  they  aid  in  saving  the  nation  by  saving, 
cheering,  strengthening  its  defenders,  and  serve  the  cause  of 
humanity  by  mitigating  anguish  and  ministering  comfort  to 
the  sick,  the  wounded,  the  dying,  they  can  at  the  same  time 
in  all  they  do,  glorify  the  precious  Saviour  who  died  for  us, 
their  delight  will  be  full,  their  reward  abundant. 

Happily,  a  plan  has  been  formed,  which,  if  carried  out, 
cannot  fail  of  honoring  the  Saviour,  benefiting  the  soldier,  and 
helping  the  country  on  a  truly  national  scale.  The  United 
States  Christian  Commission  needs  the  organized  aid  of  the 
ladies  to  supply  money  and  stores  for  its  work,  and  a  national 
movement  has  commenced  with  a  view  to  the  organization  of 
a  Ladies'  Christian  Commission  in  each  evangelical  congrega- 
tion of  the  whole  country  not  in  rebellion,  with  an  annual 
membership  fee  of  one  dollar  for  each  member. 

The  excellence  of  this  plan  will  be  seen  at  a  glance. 
'  1.  First,  in  its  perfect  feasibility.  Few  churches  will  refuse 
to  enter  into  it.  Most  of  them  will  rejoice  in  placing  them- 
selves side  by  side  with  the  great  body  of  the  churches  of  our 
Lord  Jesus  in  so  great  a  movement  and  so  good  a  work.  Few, 
if  any,  who  love  our  Saviour,  our  country,  and  the  brave  men 
of  our  army  and  navy,  will  refuse  to  aid  by  giving  their  names 
and  the  small  fee  required. 

2.  Second,  in  its  remarkable  economy.  Most  churches  will 
probably  act  in  the  matter  at  once,  and  proceed  to  organize 
spontaneously.  And,  if  necessary,  there  are  amongst  the 
ladies  enough  who  will  cheerfully  visit,  without  salary,  such 
churches  as  need  any  one  to  aid  them  in  organizing,  and  thus 
this  great  national  movement  can  be  thoroughly  carried  out 
without  the  expense  of  a  salaried  agency. 

3.  Third,  in  its  grand  results.     If  generally  adopted,  it  will 
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enlist  the  organized  aid  of  nearly  all  in  all  our  evangelical  con- 
gregations, present  the  whole  church  united  in  one  grand  work 
of  patriotic  Christian  benevolence,  and  secure  to  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  an  immense  fund,  not  less  than  a 
million  of  dollars,  for  the  unlimited  expansion  and  vigorous 
prosecution' of  its  great  work  in  all  parts  of  the  army  and 
navy. 

As  a  Committee,  appointed  by  the  ladies  of  Philadelphia, 
and  charged  with  the  duty  of  memorializing  the  ladies  of  all 
the  loyal  States,  we  lay  this  matter  before  you,  and  solicit  your 
hearty  co-operation  in  the  movement.  Accompanying  this 
memorial  you  will  find  the  form  of  a  constitution,  purposely 
made  short,  comprehensive,  and  plain,  which,  if  need  be,  you 
can  change  in  any  particular  to  suit  the  circumstances  of  your 
own  church.  Pastor  and  ladies  uniting,  a  Commission  can  be 
formed  without  delay  in  each  church,  and  a  little  pains 
on  the  part  of  both,  and  especially  on  the  part  of  the  ladies, 
will  serve  to  secure  all  members  of  the  congregation  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Commission. 

This  done,  the  first  great  object  of  the  movement  will  have 
been  accomplished.  A  grand  Christian  national  organization 
will  have  been  secured,  and  means  will  have  been  easily, 
largely,  and  economically  accumulated.  And  this  can  be  done 
without  subverting,  changing,  or  limiting  any  other  organiza- 
tion which  may  have  been  already  formed  before. 

Beyond  this,  the  Commission  when  organized  in  any  con- 
gregation not  already  engaged  in  the  work  through  some  other 
channel,  can  adopt  measures  for  gathering  and  preparing  stores, 
and  thus  render  material  aid  to  the  United  States  Christian 
Commission  by  the  contribution  of  stores  to  be  distributed  by 
its  delegates,  or  to  supply  its  diet  kitchens  in  connection  with 
the  great  hospitals  in  the  field. 
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May  we  not  confidently  rely  upon  prompt  and  efficient  action 
on  the  part  of  all  Christian  ladies  and  Christian  ministers  in 
aid,  by  all  suitable  means,  of  this  national  Christian  move- 
ment? 

JBaptist. 


CHURCH. 

First,      . 
Fourth,  . 
Fifth,      . 
Tenth,     . 
Eleventh, 
Berean,  . 
Blockley, 
Broad  Street, 
Lower  Dublin 
Roxborongh, 
Schuylkill  Falls, 
Spring  Garden, 
Spruce  Street, 
West  Philadelphia 


Netv  School 

First,  Washington  Square, 

First,  Soutliwark,  . 

First,  Northern  Liberties,       . 

First,  Kensington,  . 

First,  West  Philadelijhia, 

First,  Mantua, 

Third, 

Twelfth, 

Cfllvary, ..... 
Central  Northern  Liberties,    . 
Clinton  Street, 
Logan  Square, 
Market  Square, 
North  Broad,. 

Olivet 

Southwestern, 

Tabor  Prebyterian, 

Western,  .... 


LADY   REPRESENTING    SAME. 

Mrs.  A.  S.  Larcumb. 
Mrs.  Rev.  J.  R.  Jeffery. 
Mrs.  Howard  Maleomb. 
Miss  B.  L.  Kennard. 
Mrs.  J.  Hyatt  Smith. 
Mrs.  Rev.  J.  Cooper. 
Mrs.  Rev.  W.  H.  H.  Marsh. 
Mrs.  Rev.  P.  S,  Henson. 
Mrs.  Dr.  Anderson. 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Jones. 
Mrs.  J.  E.  Cheshire. 
Mrs.  Tusland. 
Miss  F.  Annable. 
Mrs.  Rev.  J.  H.  Castle. 

Presbyterian. 

Mrs.  W.  H.  Hilderburn. 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Dorman. 

Mrs.  Heilman. 

Mrs.  Rev.  William  T.  Eva. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  Warren. 

Mrs.  H.  W.  Baltz. 

Mrs.  James  Frasier. 

Mrs.  Rev.  R.  A.  Malery. 

Mrs.  Rev.  Dr.  Malan. 

Mrs.  Rev.  J.  G.  Mitchell. 

Mrs.  Rev.  D.  March. 

Mrs.  J.  Patton. 

Mrs.  0.  Dean. 

Mrs.  Thomas  Potter. 

Mrs.  W.  W.  Taylor. 

Mrs.  John  Cowan. 

Mrs.  G.  Van  Deurs. 

Mrs.  William  E.  Tenbrook. 
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Moravian, 


CHURCH. 

Moravian, 


First, 
Second, 
Third, 
Fourth, 


LADY    REPRESENTING    SAME. 

Mrs.  E.ev.  A.  A.  Reincke. 


Dutch  Meformed. 


Arch  Street,    . 
Asbury,  . 
Broad  Street,. 
Central,  . 
Ebenezer, 
Eleventh  Street, 
Fifth  Street,   . 
Green  Street,. 
Iledding, 
Salem,     . 
Sanctuary, 
Spring  Garden, 
St.  John's,      . 
Tabernacle,     . 
Trinity,  . 
Union,    . 
Western, 
Wharton  Street, 


Mrs.  Rev.  J.  H.  Suydam. 
Mrs.  Rev.  T.  De  Witt  Talmage. 
Mrs.  Daniel  S.  Jones. 
Mrs.  Rev.  William  Fulton. 


3Iethodist  Ejnscopal. 

Mrs.  Bishop  Simpson. 

.  Mrs.  George  Cookman. 

.  Mrs.  E.  Cooper. 

.  Mrs.  Butler. 

.  Mrs.  R.  Ervine. 

.  Mrs.  Early. 

.  Mrs.  A.  Gather. 

.  Mrs.  Scott. 

.  Mrs.  J.  H.  McFarland. 

.  Mrs.  Rev.  A.  Manship. 

.  Mrs.  Henry. 

.  Mrs.  Maclay. 

.  Mrs.  A.  W.  Rand. 

.  Mrs.  Long. 

.  Mrs.  P.  Coombe. 

.  Mrs.  Alexander  Cummings. 

.  Mrs.  Hammett. 

.  Mrs.  Jones. 

.  Mrs.  Rev.  J.  F.  Chaplain. 


Broad  Street,. 
Cherry  Street, 
Deal  Street,    . 
Hancock  Street, 
York  Street,    . 
Seventeenth  Street, 
Eighteenth  Street,. 
Twenty-second  Street, 


Hefo fined  Freshyterian. 

.  Mrs.  R.  S.  J.  Black. 

.  Mrs.  Stephenson. 

.  Mrs.  W.  Young. 

.  Mrs.  Patton. 

.  Mrs.  Rev.  A.  G.  McAuley. 

.  Mrs.  Rev.  S.  0.  Wylie. 

.  Mrs.  Rev.  D.  Steel. 

.  Mrs.  Rev.  William  Sterrett. 
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German  Meformed. 


CHURCH. 

First,      . 
Bethlehem, 
Christ  Church, 
'  St.  Stephen's, 
Zion, 
West  Philadelphia, 


LADY   REPRESENTING    SAME. 

Mrs.  Dr.  J.  H.  Bomberger. 
Mrs.  Rev.  J.  G.  Newber. 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Giesy. 
Mrs.  Rev.  A.  Ronick. 
Mrs.  Rev.  N.  Gehr. 
Mrs.  Rev.  J.  Dahlman. 


United  JPresbyterian, 


First,      . 

.     Miss  C.  Church. 

Second, . 

.     Mrs.  Rev.  Dr.  Dales. 

Third,     . 

.     Mrs.  Rev.  Dr.  Cooper. 

Fifth,      . 

.     Mrs.  Rev.  T.  H.  Hanna. 

Sixth,     . 

Miss  Young. 

Seventh, 

.     Mies  E.  D.  J.  Hoagland. 

Shipjen  Street, 

.     Mrs.  Lunney. 

Mission, 

.     Miss  McNeil. 

Protestant  Ejnscojjal. 


All  Saints, 

Mrs.  Mary  Soby. 

Calvary,           .... 

Mrs.  Robbins. 

Church  of  the  Advent,    . 

Mrs.  Abel  Reed  &  Miss  Jane 

Baker 

Church  of  the  Atonement, 

Mrs.  Ashton. 

Church  of  the  Epiphany, 

Mrs.  Rev.  Dr.  Newton. 

Church  of  the  Holy  Trinity,    . 

Mrs.  William  Bucknell. 

Church  of  the  Intercessor, 

Mrs.  R.  0.  Lowry. 

Church  of  the  Mediator, 

Mrs.  F.  Hoskins. 

Church  of  the  Nativity,  . 

Mrs.  Rev.  C.  Matlack. 

Emanuel, 

Mrs.  Leib. 

Grace,     . 

Mrs.  Yarrow. 

St.  Andrew's,. 

Mrs.  M.  G.  Smith. 

St.  Jnde's,      . 

Miss  Anna  E.  Conarroe. 

St.  Peter's,      . 

Miss  Mary  Clarkson. 

St.  Mark's,  Frankford, 

Mrs.  D.  S.  Miller. 

St.  Mary's,     . 

Miss  J.  A.  Wiltberger. 

St.  Philip's,    . 

Mrs.  Rev.  C.  D.  Cooper. 

St.  Paul's,       . 

Mrs.  Jay  Cooke. 

St.  Luke's,  Thirteenth  S 

treet. 

Mrs.  George  Harris. 
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CHURCH. 

First,      . 
Independent, 


Cohgregationalist. 


LADY   REPRESENTING    SAME. 

Mrs.  Burdett  Heart. 
Mrs.  J.  C.  Hunter. 


St.  Matthew's, 
St.  Michael's, 


Lutheran. 


Mrs.  Rev.  Dr.  Hutter. 
Mrs.  E.  F.  A.  Schaeffer. 


Old  School  JPresbyterian. 


Second,  . 

Second,  Germantown, 

Fourth,  . 

Seventh, 

Ninth,     . 

Tenth,     . 

Fifteenth, 

Alexander, 

Arch  Street, 

Cohocksink, 

Frankford, 

Holmesburg, 

North,    . 

Penn, 

Princeton, 

Scots',     . 

South,     . 

Spring  Garden, 

Union,    . 

West  Arch  Street, 

West  Spruce  Street, 

First  German, 


Mrs.  Daniel  Haddock. 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Mitchell. 

Mrs.  William  Rice. 

Mrs.  Clifford  Smith,  Jr. 

Mrs.  William  Patterson. 

Mrs.  Mary  Milligan.  • 

Mrs.  William  McEIwee. 

Mrs.  Rev.  T.  M.  Cunningham. 

Miss  O'Neil. 

Mrs.  E.  Hatch. 

Mrs.  Rev.  T.  Murphy. 

Mrs.  Jacob  Bellville. 

Mrs.  E.  A.  Halloway. 

Mrs.  Jefferson  Lewis. 

Mrs.  W.  T.  Snodgrass. 

Mrs.  Cunningham. 

Mrs.  H.  A.  Moore. 

Mrs.  Morris  C.  Sutphen. 

Mrs.  Rev.  Robert  Gamble. 

Mrs.  Rev.  J.  Edwards. 

Mrs.  C.  H.  Grant. 

Mrs.  Arch.  Mclntyre. 


FORM  OF  CONSTITUTION 

FOB 

LADIES'  CHEISTIAN  COMMISSIONS. 


Ladies-   Christian  Conimission  of 

Ausciliary  to  the  United  States  Chris- 
tian Cotnmission  for  the  Army  and  Navy, 

Article  I.  The  officers  of  tlils  Commission  shall  be  a  Pre- 
sident, Vice-President,  Secretary,  and  Treasurer,  chosen  an- 
nually from  the  ladies  of  the  congregation,  but  to  hold  office 
until  others  shall  be  elected. 

Article  IL  Any  member  of  the  congregation,  man,  woman, 
or  child,  may  become  a  member  of  this  Commission  by  the 
payment  of  One  Dollar  annually  into  its  treasury. 

Article  III.  All  money  received  for  membership  fees  shall 
be  paid  over  to  the  (  *  )  United  States  Christian  Commission, 
for  its  general  work,  and  go  into  a  national  "Membership 
Fund." 

Article  IV.  All  moneys  received  by  this  Commission  in 
contributions  over  and  above  membership  fees,  and  from  every 
other  source,  shall,  after  making  therefrom  all  necessary  pur- 
chases, and  defraying  needful  expenses,  be  paid  over  to  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission  for  the  general  work,  and 
go  toward  another  national  fund,  to  be  known  as  the  "  Dona- 
tion Fund." 

Article  V.  An  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the 
of  ,  of  which  notice  shall  be  given  at  some  previous  pub- 

*  If  report  is  made  to  any  Branch  of  the  tJ.  S.  Christian  Commission, 
here  give  its  name. 
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lie  meeting  of  the  congregation.  Full  reports  of  the  affairs 
of  this  Commission  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  and  Trea- 
surer, and  an  election  of  officers  shall  be  held  at  each  annual 
meeting. 

Article  VI.  This  constitution  may  be  altered  or  amended 
at  any  annual  meeting,  provided  public  notice  is  given  at  the 
time  the  notice  of  the  meeting  is  given,  that  such  alteration 
or  amendment  will  be  proposed. 


SUGGESTION'S. 

To  carry  out  the  National  plan  of  Ladies'  Christian  Com- 
missions fully,  it  will  be  necessary,  1.  To  form  a  Commission 
in  each  separate  congregation.  2.  To  have  each  Commission 
directly  auxiliary  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission, 
or  some  one  of  its  branches.  3.  To  have  the  organization  re- 
ported in  full  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  or  the 
Branch  with  which  the  Ladies'  Commission  connects  itself,  to- 
gether with  the  name  of  the  Ladies'  Commission  and  the  names 
of  its  officers.  4.  To  have  the  amount  paid  in  for  admission  fees 
paid  over  directly  to  the  United  States  Christian  Commission, 
or  the  Branch  to  which  the  Ladies'  Commission  attaches  itself 
as  auxiliary.  If  money  is  needed  for  the  purchase  of  mate- 
rials to  make  up,  or  for  carrying  on  the  work  in  the  locality 
where  the  Ladies'  Commission  is  situated,  let  it  be  secured  in 
some  other  way,  so  as  to  leave  the  general  membership  fund 
unreduced.  The  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions  should  not 
only  swell  this  fund  as  largely  as  possible,  but  have  full  credit 
for  it  in  the  reports  of  the  United  States  Christian  Commis- 
sion, and  in  the  history  of  the  day. 
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In  carrying  out  this  plan  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  that  those 
who  become  members  of  a  Ladies'  Christian  Commission 
should  cease  to  be  members  of  any  other  association  in  the 
same  church  or  community,  designed  to  benefit  the  soldier 
either  through  the  United  States  Christian  Commission,  or 
any  other  agency  in  the  field.  It  is  not  necessary  that  a 
Ladies'  Christian  Commission  should  in  every  case  be  a  society 
for  gathering  stores,  or  making  up  garments,  however  desira- 
ble that  might  be  in  itself.  Two  great  objects  will  be  attained 
by  getting  all  to  become  members, — the  membership  fund 
will  be  augmented  by  the  fees  paid  in,  and  all  will  be  com- 
bined in  the  great  National  Christian  Commission.  If  to 
these  the  further  benefit  can  be  added  of  having  stores  gath- 
ered and  garments  prepared,  that  will  be  well ;  but  although 
important  it  is  not  indispensable.  Let  every  church  organize, 
and  every  member  of  the  congregation  join.  And  then,  what- 
ever else  can  be  done  will  be  so  much  gained. 

Much,  however,  may  be  done  by  the  ladies  in  addition  to 
the  means  they  gather  by  membership  fees  and  the  interest 
they  enlist,  by  combining  great  numbers  Jn  the  Commission. 
They  may  encourage  their  ministers  in  the  successful  esta- 
blishment of  monthly  soldiers'  meetings  with  monthly  collec- 
tions, as  proposed  by  the  United  States  Christian  Commission. 
They  may  meet  and  make  up  clothing,  &c.,  for  the  soldiers. 
They  may  gather  in  stores,  and  they  may  solicit  and  secure 
contributions  in  addition  to  the  fees  of  those  who  become 
members.  They  may  secure  for  the  great  work  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  besides  the  "  Membership  Fund," 
another,  possibly  as  large,  to  be  known  as  the  ''Donation  Fund," 
both  of  which,  in  the  reports  and  history  of  the  benevolence 
called  forth  by  the  sad  exigencies  of  this  terrible  war,  will  be 
known  distinctively  as  part  of  what  has  been  done  by  woman. 


SECOND  PHILADELPHIA  MEETING. 
A  Large  and  Enthusiastic  Gathering. 


The  plan  of  establishing  Ladies'  Christian  Commissions 
throughout  the  loyal  churches  of  the  land,  under  the  encourage- 
ment and  co-operation  of  the  Christian  Commission,  has  met 
with  great  favor.  The  movement  has  begun  in  nearly  all  the 
larger  cities,  and  is  expected  to  embrace  every  community. 
Two  great  objects  are  to  be  secured  by  this  movement:  first, 
the  union  of  the  Christians  of  the  North,  and  West,  and  East, 
as  members  of  the  Christian  Commission;  secondly,  largely  in- 
creased means  for  fhe  prosecution  of  the  Commission's  work 
by  membership  fees,  and  by  contributions  secured  by  the 
ladies. 

The  meeting  was  held  at  Concert  Hall,  Philadelphia,  on 
the  morning  of  May  31.  Short  addresses  were  made  by  de- 
legates who  had  just  returned  from  the  scenes  of  their  holy 
mission,  and  reports  were  presented  from  the  Ladies'  Commit- 
tees already  at  work.  * 

Although  the  express  purpose  of  this  meeting  was  to  com- 
plete the  arrangements  for  sending  out  this  memorial,  yet 
so  promptly  and  earnestly  have  the  churches  entered  into  the 
work,  that  the  following  contributions  were  unexpectedly 
handed  in ;  the  largest  being  only  in  part,  and  many  of  them 
but  the  small  beginniners  in  the  several  congregations. 
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First  Presbyterian  Church,  Kensington, 
Seventh  Presbyterian  Church, 
Church  of  the  Mediator, 
Cohocksink  Presbyterian  Church, 
Tenth  Presbyterian  Church, 
West  Spruce  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  Dr.  Barnes 
Princeton  Presbyterian  Church, 
First  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church, 
First  Baptist  Church, 
Second  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
First  Reformed  Dutch  Church, 
Union  Presbyterian  Church, 
Calvary  Monumental  Church, 
Third  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
■Ladies'  Christian  Com.,  Holmesburg  (add'l),    20 
.North  Broad  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
Church  of  the  Epiphany  (add'l), 
Ninth  Presbyterian  Church, 
Clititon  Street  Presbyterian  Church, 
Church  of  the  Intercessor, 
Ninth  United  Presbyterian  Church, 


Uembership 
Fund. 

Contribution 
Fuuil. 

Total. 

$500 

$1 

00 

$501  00 

248 

20 

00 

268  00 

195 

105 

00 

300  00 

14 

50 

00 

64  00 

196 

87 

15 

283  15 

82 

60 

00 

142  00 

108 

55 

00 

163  00 

91 

75 

00 

166  00 

60 

8 

50 

68  50 

71 

71  00 

97 

31 

00 

128  00 

82 

82  00 

64 

28 

60 

92  60 

26 

26  00 

44" 

44  00 

d'l),   20 

5 

00 

25  00 

115 

255 

50 

370  50 

20 

20  00 

175 

175  00 

140 

10 

00 

150  00 

55 

45 

00 

100  00 

35 

35  00 

$2,448     $826  75    $3,274  75 


INCIDENTS. 


Of  the  thousands  of  intensely  interesting  incidents  -which 
are  constantly  transpiring,  space  will  only  allow  us  to  give  the 
following : 

Sergeant  John  Crosby,  of  the  57th  Regiment  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  wounded  five  times  with  one  ball,  being  attended 
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by  Dr.  McClellan,  exclaimed:  "Oh,  sir!  I  have  $2000  in 
gold  at  home,  which  I  will  give  you  if  you  will  dress  my 
wound  till  I  get  well."  Being  assured  that  delegates'  services 
were  gratis,  he  said  :  "  How  glad  I  am  to  hear  you  pray :  come 
and  pray  with  me  again." 


Another  young  man,  by  the  name  of  Josiah  B.  Hall,  of  the 
same  regiment,  wounded  in  the  bowels,  which  Dr.  McClellan 
dressed,  and  then  gave  him  a  cup  of  cocoa,  he  said :  "I  will 
write  to  my  father,  if  he  is  a  man,  to  join  the  Christian  Com- 
mission." 


On  the  damp  ground  at  Falmouth  lay  a  poor  sufferer,  whose 
body  gave  him  no  rest.  Said  he  to  the  Rev.  A.  S.  Twombly ; 
"Please  talk  to  me  about  those  things  (meaning  God  and' 
heaven)  some  more."  "I  continued,"  says  Mr.  Twombly,' 
"the  conversation  I  had  begun,  when  turning  about  I  found; 
him  indeed  tranquilly  asleep." 


A  dying  boy  from  Venango  County,  Pa.,  said  to  a  delegate 
as  he  took  his  hand  and  placed  it  on  his  breast,  "  Stay  with 
me,  oh !  stay  with  me  and  talk  of  Jesus  until  I  die."  He 
fell  asleep  in  that  same  Jesus  at  sundown. 

A  young  man,  from  Vermont,  suffering  excruciating  pain 
from  the  loss  of  his  leg,  said  to  the  same  delegate :  "  My  suf- 
ferings are  beyond  language  to  describe;  but  the  sweetness  of 
the  precious  Jesus  you  have  brought  me  exceeds  them." 
With  these  words  he  closed  his  eyes  on  his  earthly  trials,  to 
look  upon  the  face  of  his  Saviour. 


Rev.  Mr.  .Bringhurst  tells  us  with  what  force  the  home-link 
of  the  Commission  came  upon  him,  during  a  visit  to  the  White 
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House.  He  had  been  asked,  by  a  lady  of  our  city,  to  search 
for  her  absent  brother,  of  whom  she  had  heard  nothing  since 
the  commencement  of  the  May  campaign.  Going  to  the  tents 
of  the  Fifth  Army  Corps,  he  noticed  a  young  man  lying  upon 
the  ground  :  stooping  to  administer  to  him  he  found  him  dead, 
whilst  fastened  to  his  coat  was  the  name  of  the  lady's  brother. 
He  ascertained  the  circumstances  of  his  death,  and,  cutting  a 
lock  of  hair  for  his  sister,  transmitted  the  sad  tidings  to  her. 


Many  eminent  physicians  are  sent  out  by  the  Commission, 
who  render  very  important  service.  Among  these  were  Drs. 
Reed,  Goodman,  and  Parker.  The  latter  reports  that  with 
his  own  hands  he  made  three  thousand  dressings  for  wounds 
at  Fredericksburg.  The  gratitude  of  the  relieved  for  such 
labor  cannot  be  expressed ;  yet  this  is  only  an  instance  among 
hundreds  of  like  exertions. 


The  following  is  an  instance  of  the  unbounded  confidence 
the  soldiers  have  in  the  delegates  of  the  Commission  : 

After  the  2d  Connecticut  Regiment  was  paid  off,  they  put 
their  several  packages  into  a  bag  and  sent  it  to  the  Commis- 
sion tent,  only  requesting  that  they  be  sent  to  their  homes. 
On  overhauling  it,  it  was  found  to  contain  about  seventeen 
thousand  dollars,  which  was  expressed  to  their  friends  at  home. 
Hundreds  of  watches  and  other  valuables  are  given  to  the 
delegates  for  safe  keeping. 


A  delegate  says  :  "  I  was  repeatedly  solicited  to  write  let- 
ters for  the  helpless  at  this  hospital.  After  several  days  of 
such  labor,  a  young  man  of  more  than  ordinarily  interesting 
appearance,  beckoned  me  to  his  cot,  and  requested  me  to  write 
a  few  lines  for  him.  I  cordially  assented,  and  asked  to  whom  ? 
He  covered  his  face  with  his  hand,  and  amid  his  sobs,  ex- 
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claimed,  "  Oh  !   sir,  I  cannot  tell   my  mother  that  my  leg  is 
gone ;  but  I  wish  you  would^  and  comfort  her." 


Said  a  soldier  to  Chaplain  Thomas  at  Bermuda  Hundred : 
"What  a  blessed  institution  this  Christian  Commission  is! 
Your  delegates  care  for  us  in  the  hospital,  follow  us  on  the 
march,  and  in  the  hour  of  battle  they  hover  around  us  like 
ministerine;  angels." 
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AMONG  THE  WOUNDED. 


EXPERIENCE  OF  A  DELEGATE. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  July  28th,  1864.    . 
Rev.  Lemuel  Moss, 

Dear  Brother, 

At  your  request  I  send  you  a  detailed  re- 
port of  my  labors  and  experiences  as  Delegate  of  the 
United  States  Christian  Commission. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  1864, 1  started  from  Washington, 
in  company  with  several  other  delegates  of  the  Christian 
Commission,  to  labor  in  the  hospitals  at  Fredericksburg. 
We  went  down  the  Potomac  as  far  as  Belle  Plain,  by 
steamboat,  and  thence,  with  our  blankets  strapped  upon 
our  backs,  and  our  haversacks  and  canteens  hung  from 
our  shoulders,  set  out  for  Fredericksburg,  twelve  or  fif- 
teen miles  distant,  on  foot. 

Shortly  after  leaving  Belle  Plain,  we  met  a  train  of 
ambulances.  As  the  drivers  stopped  at  the  top  of  the 
hill  to  give  their  horses  a  minute's  rest,  we  went  up  to 
the  wagons  filled  with  wounded  men,  wearied  and  ex- 


hansted  witli  four  hours'  riding  over  a  rough  road  and 
beneath  a  broiling  sun,  spoke  to  them  a  few  words  of 
cheer,  and  gave  them  coffee  from  our  canteens.  They 
recognized  immediately  the  badge  of  the  Commission, 
and  greeted  us  with  heartiness  and  joy.  Several  said,  "I 
owe  my  life  to  your  Commission,  and  so  do  hundreds 
more."  "  Hurry  on,"  said  one,  "  you're  needed  at  Frede- 
ricksburg. There  are  thousands  upon  thousands  just 
like  us  there,  with  none  but  you  Christians  to  help  them." 
One  poor  man  attracted  my  particular  notice;  all  his 
lower  jaw,  together  with  his  tongue,  were  shot  away.  I 
gave  a  drink  from  my  canteen  to  his  companions  in  the 
ambulance,  and  turned  away,  when  a  murmur  or  groan 
from  him  recalled  me,  and  he  handed  me  a  cup  in  which 
I  poured  some  coffee,  which  he  took,  and,  throwing  back 
his  head,  turned  down  his  throat,  again  murmuring  or 
groaning  to  express  his  thanks. 

It  was  nightfall  when  we  arrived  at  Fredericksburg. 
TVe  inquired  for  the  rooms  of  the  Christian  Commission. 
"  Come  with  me,"  said  a  soldier  with  his  arm  in  a  sling: 
"  the  Commission  has  done  much  for  me,  and  I  am  glad 
to  do  any  thing  to  repay  it;"  and  he  went  with  us,  full 
three-fourths  of  a  mile,  to  the  very  door  of  the  house  we 
were  seeking. 

The  house  and  tents  of  the  Commission  were  already 
filled  with  delegates.  I  was  obliged  to  build  my  own 
sleeping  room,  which  I  did  by  tipping  over  two  large 
boxes  in  the  garden,  one  for  my  head  and  one  for  my 
feet,  laying  boards  between  them  and  stretching  some 
matting  over  them.  My  house  did  very  well,  except  in 
rain  storms,  when  it  was  somewhat  leaky.  I  lodged  there 
for  a  week. 


Before  breakfast,  on  the  morning  after  my  arrival,  I 
ran  out  to  look  through  the  city.  It  was  a  fearful  sight. 
All  the  public  buildings,  churches,  halls,  and  school- 
houses,  and  most  of  the  private  dwellings,  were  hospitals. 
The  wounded  lay  on  floors,  or,  a  few  of  them,  on  roughly 
extemporized  cots,  so  close  to  each  other  that  it  was  dif- 
ficult to  pass  between  them,  pierced  and  mangled  in  every 
way  in  which  men  could  be  and  remain  alive,  a  large 
proportion  with  limbs  freshly  amputated,  many  evidently 
near  to  death,  almost  all  with  countenances  which  told  of 
suffering  great  and  severe,  but  heroically  borne.  As  I 
looked  upon  the  dreadful  sight,  and  breathed  the  fetid 
hospital  air,  I  said,  at  first,  "  I  can  never  work  in  such  a 
place :  I  must  return."  It  was  only  a  sense  of  duty  that 
determined  me  to  try. 

I  was  assigned  to  work,  with  other  delegates,  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  "  Old  Factory,"  used  as  the  hospital  of 
the  5th  army  corps.  I  found  there  wounded  men 
stretched  side  by  side  in  six  rows,  extending  through  an 
apartment  seventy  or  eighty  feet  in  length,  perhaps  two 
hundred  men  in  all. 

In  the  early  morning,  filling  our  haversacks,  pockets, 
and  hands,  with  medicines,  delicacies  of  food,  articles  of 
clothing,  writing  paper,  envelopes,  Testaments,  and  other 
religious  books,  pamphlets,  papers,  tracts,  and  whatever 
else  we  had  found  to  be  needful,  we  would  hasten  to  our 
places  of  labor.  First,  we  would  do  what  we  could  for 
the  comfort  of  the  body, — ^washing  and  dressing  the 
wounds,  washing  the  faces,  hands,  and  bodies,  changing 
the  clothing,  giving  medicine  and  food  such  as  sick  men 
need,  changing  the  position,  trying  in  every  way  to  make 
the  wounded  heroes  comfortable  and  cheerful.     The  sur- 


geons  and  nurses  welcomed  us,  and  co-operated  witli  us, 
for  their  work  was  hard,  and  their  hospital  stores  nearly- 
exhausted,  and  for  several  days  they  shared  with  us  their 
own  rations,  rather  than  suffer  us  to  walk  in  the  hot  sun 
to  the  Commission  rooms,  nearly  a  mile,  for  our  dinner. 
After  doing  what  we  could  for  the  comfort  of  the  body, 
we  would  bring  in  our  books  and  tracts  and  distribute  to 
the  wounded  men,  write  letters  for  them  to  friends  at 
home,  talk  to  them  of  Jesus  and  of  their  own  souls,  read 
to  them  from  the  Bible,  and  pray  with  them.  There 
was  no  difficulty  in  approaching  them,  learning  the  feel- 
ings of  their  hearts,  and  impressing  them  with  the  im- 
portance of  eternal  things.  They  were  ready  and  ever 
eager  to  hear.  The  fearful  scenes  they  had  witnessed, 
the  dangers  they  had  met,  the  sufferings  they  had  en- 
dured, had  softened  and  svibdued  them,  and  already  di- 
rected the  thoughts  of  many  to  the  interests  of  their 
souls.  Many  were  near  to  death,  and  felt  the  need  of 
salvation.  Besides  this,  all  felt  that  we  had  done  them 
good.  They  could  not  but  respect  that  religion  that  had 
prompted  the  benevolence  to  which  they  owed  so  much; 
they  could  not  but  listen  to  us  as  we  urged  its  claims 
upon  them.  I  heard  no  sneer  at  religion,  Christians,  or 
the  church.  The  comforts  which  they  all  enjoyed  had 
demonstrated  to  them  that  religion  was  not  all  emptiness. 
The  Spirit  of  Grod  was  there,  impressing  all  these 
thoughts  upon  them,  and  making  it  easy  and  pleasant 
work  for  us  to  labor  for  their  souls.  Often  they  would 
call,  or  send  for  us,  to  come  and  talk  with  them. 

We  found  many  noble  Christians,  who  had  held  fast 
their  integrity  and  grown  strong  amid  all  the  temptations 
of  war. 


I  shall  never  forget  the  prayer  offered  at  one  of  our 
meetings,  by  one  who  had  recently  suffered  amputation  of 
the  right  arm.  He  knelt  upon  an  empty  cot  and  poured 
out  his  soul  in  supplication  for  the  eternal  welfare  of  his 
suffering  and  dying  comrades.  His  frame  quivered  with 
emotion  as  he  wrestled  with  Grod,  and  we  all  felt  that 
Grod  was  with  him.  There  was  many  a  tear  shed  before 
he  closed,  and  then,  when  we  asked  those  who  desired  to 
be  Christians  to  raise  their  hands,  many  a  hand  was 
raised  showing  that  many  a  heart  had  been  touched. 

"  Will  you  come  to-morrow  morning  and  write  a  letter 
for  me  to  my  wife?"  said  one.  "  I  have  found  no  one 
to  write  for  me  since  I  was  wounded.  I  would  ask  you 
to  write  now,  if  it  were  not  Sunday.  I  have  never  al- 
lowed myself  to  write  letters  on  the  Sabbath,  and  my  wife 
would  think  it  strange  to  receive  a  letter  from  me  dated 
to-day."  The  next  morning  he  said,  "  Write  to  her  that 
my  heart  is  filled  with  the  love  of  God.  Tell  her  of  the 
good  meetings  we  have,  and  say,  that  though  I  cannot 
sit  or  stand,  I  find  it  blessed  to  lie  here  and  see  the  work 
of  God  go  on." 

"  I  do  not  grieve  for  my  limbs,"  said  another,  who  had 
lost  both  his  legs :  "  I  am  content  to  suffer,  to  live  maimed 
and  helpless,  or  to  die,  in  the  cause  of  my  country  and 
of  God."  He  lived  to  be  removed  to  Washington,  and 
shortly  after  died. 

There  were  some  lately  enlisted  as  soldiers  of  Christ, 
for  the  Spirit  of  God  had  been  working  in  the  hospitals 
before  I  reached  there,  and  in  the  army  before  the  men 
were  wounded. 

"  Thank  God,"  said  one,  who  lay  on  the  floor,  mortally 
wounded  through  the  lungs,  "  that  this  did  not  come 


upon  me  before.  Until  a  few  days  ago  I  should  have 
been  unprepared.  I  went  to  re-enlist  and  came  back,  I 
hope,  a  Christian.  0  the  goodness  of  Grod,  to  prepare 
me  just  in  time.  Now,  I  am  ready  either  for  life  or  for 
death." 

I  found  one,  a  Michigan  boy,  whose  gratitude  and 
complete  confidence  I  gained  by  once  or  twice  substi- 
tuting for  his  loathed  hard  tack,  a  few  soft  crackers  and 
a  little  milk.  He  had  just  begun  to  trust  in  Christ,  but 
was  timid  and  doubtful.  I  told  him  of  the  certainty  of 
acceptance  to  all  who  would  believe — the  full  confidence 
with  which  the  sinner  might  plead  the  promise  of  salva- 
tion through  Christ,  and  his  faith  seemed  to  strengthen. 
The  next  day  the  grateful  soldier  sent  for  me,  and  said, 
"  Under  my  pillow  you  will  find  a  letter.  It  contains 
fifty  cents  worth  of  postage  stamps;  they  were  sent  me, 
a  little  while  ago,  by  my  sister.  I  want  you  to  take 
them,  and  keep  them  to  remember  me.  They  are  all  I 
have  to  give."  I  declined  the  gift,  assuring  him  that  I 
should  never  forget  him.  I  never  shall;  and  yet,  if  I 
had  one  of  those  postage  stamps  now,  I  should  prize  it 
higher  than  a  gem. 

Many  were  anxiously  seeking  salvation;  not  a  few,  I 
trust,  were  born  again,  through  Grod's  blessing  on  our 
labors.  As  we  held  religious  services,  many,  by  the 
lifted  hand,  would  express  their  interest,  and  request  our 
prayers. 

"  Chaplain,"  said  one,  "  will  you  please  come  and  talk 
with  me?"  I  found  him  just  ready,  or  just  beginning 
to  hope  in  Christ.  As  I  told  him  of  the  way  of  life,  he 
seemed  to  accept  it  with  real  faith.  His  anxiety  and 
distress  were  succeeded  by  peace  and  happiness.     At  his 
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request,  I  wrote  to  his  wife  the  tidings  of  his  new  spiri- 
tual interest  and  joy,  and  invited  her  to  join  him  in  a 
Christian  life.  Nearly  three  weeks  afterwards,  one  day 
as  I  was  working  in  a  hospital,  in  Washington,  a  stran- 
ger entered,  and,  inquiring  and  being  told  my  name, 
grasped  my  hand,  and  said,  "  I  am  the  brother-in-law  of 
J C — — ,  for  whom  you  wrote  a  letter,  in  Frede- 
ricksburg. I  have  come  to  take  him  home.  His  wife 
charged  me  not  to  return  till  I  had  made  every  possible 
effort  to  see  you,  and  thank  you  for  your  kind  labors 
with  her  husband,  and  the  good  letter  you  wrote  to  her." 

"G-odhas  called  loudly  for  me,"  said  another,  "and 
though  I  have  not  yet  found  the  way  of  life,  I  hope  his 
calls  will  not  prove  in  vain.  I  stood  fighting  in  six  or 
eight  inches  of  water.  I  fell  just  as  the  word  was  given 
to  retreat.  The  rebels  pursued,  and  charged  over  me. 
Soon  they  in  turn  retreated,  passing  over  me  again, 
kicking  me,  and  ordering  me  into  the  ranks.  When 
they  had  gone  I  crawled  in  the  water  three  hundred 
yards,  till  I  reached  our  lines,  and  as  I  crawled,  0,  how 
I  prayed.  I  have  been  praying  ever  since,  and  am  de- 
termined to  pray  till  Grod  hears  my  prayers." 

One  who  was  wounded  dangerously,  perhaps  fatally, 
said  to  me,  "Chaplain,  I  have  always  been  a  Universal- 
ist,  but  now  I  am  troubled  and  fearful :  my  sins  are 
great.  I  have  been  a  bad  boy :  what  am  I  to  do  ?  Must 
I  give  up  all  my  former  views?"  I  took  his  Testament 
and  said,  "Do  jou  believe  this  book  to  be  true?"  "  0, 
yes."  ''All  true?"  "Yes."  I  read  the  twenty-fifth 
chapter  of  Matthew,  and  then  said,  "Answer 'me  your 
question  now:  must  you  give  up  Universalism,  or  not?" 
"Yes,"  he  replied;  "I  see  that  I  must."  I  then  told 
him  of  the  way  of  life,  simply  and  only  through  faith  in 
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Christ.  "Stop,  Chaplain,"  said  he;  '•'■read  it,  read  me 
that  from  the  Bible."  I  read  the  third  chapter  of  John. 
"Yes,"  said  he,  "that  is  it;  I  see  it  now,"  and  as  I  talk- 
ed with  him  I  hoped  he  saw  it  in  faith,  to  the  salvation 
of  his  soul.  A  day  or  two  afterwards  he  suffered  a  dan- 
gerous and  painful  operation.  When  it  was  over,  ex- 
hausted and  excited,  he  said,  "Chaplain,  I  am  dying 
now.  I  shall  never  see  my  mother  and  my  home,  but 
through  Christ  I  shall  have  a  better  home.  Sing  to  me ; 
sing,  "There's  rest  for  the  weary."  The  surgeons  gave 
him  a  quieting  potion,  and  soon  he  was  sleej)ing.  I 
never  saw  him  again. 

Such  were  the  incidents  of  my  labor  at  Fredericks- 
burg. I  remained  there  until  the  place  was  evacuated. 
I  bade  the  wounded  men  good  bye,  as  they  were  placed 
in  the  ambulances,  and  when  my  ward  was  quite  emptied 
set  out  myself  for  Washington. 

From  Falmouth  to  Acquia  Creek  I  was  with  a  train 
of  wounded  men,  rendering  them  such  service  as  I  could, 
as  they  lay,  almost  broiling,  in  open  lumber  cars,  under 
a  noon-day  sun.  At  Acquia  Creek  I  helped  load  a  steam- 
boat with  three  hundred  wounded,  and  from  there  to 
Washington  I  helped  take  care  of  them.  Many  wounds 
required  dressing,  the  bandages  being  displaced.  Many 
were  injured  in  moving,  and  were  suffering  extremest 
pain.  They  were  hungry,  and  there  was  no  food.  A 
heavy  thunder  storm  arose  and  beat  in  upon  the  open 
decks  where  they  were  lying,  drenching  them  to  the 
skin.     It  was  a  fearful  night. 

It  was  late  when  I  reached  Washington.  The  rooms 
of  the  Commission  were  closed,  and  I  knew  must  be 
filled  with  delegates  who  had  returned,  like  myself,  from 
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Fredericksburg.     I  lay  down  on  the  door-step  and  slept 
till  morning. 

I  was  immediately  appointed  to  work  in  Judiciary 
Square  Hospital.  I  found  it  a  different  place  from  the 
"Old  Factory"  at  Fredericksburg.  Every  thing  possi- 
ble was  done  for  the  physical  comfort  of  its  inmates. 
The  wards  were  neat,  well  ventilated,  furnished  with 
comfortable  cots,  and  other  hospital  furniture.  It  seemed 
at  first  sight  they  had  no  need  of  me;  and  yet  I  soon 
found  enough  to  do.  Besides  the  regular  rations  al- 
lowed the  wounded,  they  needed  delicacies  and  incite- 
ments to  appetite,  such  as  sick  men  always  want;  they 
needed  articles  of  clothing,  which  Government  did  not 
give,  and  they  had  not  money  to  buy;  they  needed  re- 
ligious reading,  and  snatched  at  it  as  a  hungry  man 
would  snatch  at  food :  at  first  I  could  not  carry  books 
and  papers  enough  with  me  to  supply  during  the  half 
day  the  men  with  whom  I  labored.  Especially  they 
needed  religious  conversation  and  counsel.  "I  have 
been  here  many  weeks,"  said  one  man,  a  Presbyterian 
elder,  "and  you  are  the  first  one  whom  I  have  heard 
mention  religion."  "How  good  it  seems  to  hear  once 
more  the  voice  of  prayer,"  said  another.  "All  the 
while  that  I  have  been  here,  prayer  has  been  offered  in 
this  ward  only  once."  And  yet  the  Spirit  of  Grod  was 
evidently  working  in  the  hearts  of  the  men;  and  a  score, 
I  doubt  not,  among  the  three  hundred  that  the  hospital 
contained,  were  there  inquiring  in  their  own  hearts  the 
way  of  life. 

Two  mere  boys  I  found,  lying  side  by  side,  who  had 
tconfided  to  each  other  their  feelings,  and  together  de- 
ermined  to  seek  religion.     Together  th  ey  told  me  their 
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decision,  and  asked  for  counsel.  One  of  tliem  soon  gave 
me  reason  for  strong  confidence,  the  other  for  hope,  that 
God  gave  them  the  light  vrhich  they  were  seeking. 

As  I  passed  out  one  afternoon,  to  return  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Commission,  I  saw  a  young  man,  apparently  near 
to  death.  "I  must  speak  to  him  now,"  thought  I,  "to- 
morrow he  will  probably  be  gone."  I  asked,  "  Have  you 
a  good  hope  in  Christ?"  "No,"  he  replied,  "I  wish  I 
had.  Jesus  seems  good  and  lovely,  and  I  want  to  love 
him;  but  I  am  so  great  a  sinner,  I  fear  that  I  do  not." 

I  talked  with  him  awhile,  and  when  I  ceased  he  said, 
"I  know  it  is  all  confusion  here,  (they  were  just  bring- 
ing in  freshly  wounded  men,)  but  please  kneel  down, 
right  here,  and  pray  with  me."  I  did  so  joyfully,  and 
when  I  left  the  dying  man  he  was  hoping  that  he  was 
accepted  of  Grod,  in  which  hope  I  could  not  but  join. 

One  day  I  met  a  man  from  near  my  own  home.  I 
talked  with  him  a  few  minutes,  and  left  him,  not  feeling 
that  any  deep  impression  was  made.  A  few  days  later 
I  held  an  evening  meeting  at  the  "Soldiers'  Rest,"  and 
at  its  close,  a  man  seized  my  hand  and  said,  "Don't  you 
remember  the  Worcester  county  boy  with  whom  you 
talked  at  the  hospital.  I  am  now  going  to  rejoin  my 
regiment.  I  have  thought  much  of  what  you  said,  and 
I  go  resolved  to  be  a  Christian  man.  Don't  forget  to 
pray  for  me.  I  will  pray  for  myself  till  Grod  shall  hear. 
If  I  ever  get  back  to  old  Worcester  county  again,  I  shall 
come  and  see  you." 

Thus  I  labored  nearly  two  weeks  at  Washington. 

Then  came  loud  and  repeated  calls  from  White  House, 
"  Send  us  all  the  men  you  can;"  and  it  was  thought  best 
that  I  should  leave  the  hospital  and  go. 
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At  White  House  I  found  the  men  lying  by  hundreds 
in  their  hospital  tents,  with  nothing  but  a  blanket,  and 
often  not  even  that,  between  them  and  the  ground,  dirty, 
often  covered  with  vermin,  with  nothing  but  hard  tack 
to  eat,  suffering  intensely  from  recent  and  neglected 
wounds,  dying  at  a  fearful  rate.  We  had  need  of  far 
more  stores  than  we  could  transport  thither,  and  every 
day  we  witnessed  much  of  suffering  that  we  knew  pro- 
per care,  and  medicine,  and  food,  would  soon  alleviate. 
We  gave  the  wounded  men  what  we  had.  The  luxu- 
ries of  clean  garments  and  soft  crackers  we  were  able  to 
bestow,  and  that  was  enough  to  gain  their  heartfelt  grati- 
tude. The  pail  of  tea  which  I  carried  around  after  din- 
ner was  most  gratefully  received,  and  many  a  one  said 
as  he  took  and  drank  his  portion,  "This  makes  me 
think  of  home."  It  was  a  far  different  field  of  labor 
from  that  at  Fredericksburg  or  at  Washington.  There 
was  more  confusion  and  tumult,  more  destitution  and 
suffering,  more  profanity,  far  less  serious  thought  and 
religious  interest. 

I  went  around  to  the  different  tents  one  evening,  and 
said,  "  Soldiers,  shall  we  have  family  prayers?"  "Yes, 
yes,"  they  all  answered,  in  every  tent.  "  We  always  had 
them  at  home,"  said  one.  "  We  are  certainly  bad  boys 
enough  to  need  them,"  said  another;  and  others  an- 
swered, "  That  is  too  true."  As  I  bade  them  good  night, 
they  said,  at  every  tent,  "Thank  you!"  "  Come  again!'' 
"  Come  every  night !" 

One  night,  as  I  returned  from  my  work,  a  man  came 
running,  and  cried,  "Chaplain,  come  quickly;  there  is  a 
man  dying."  Is  he  a  Christian,  I  asked,  as  I  hastened 
to  go.     "No,"  was  the  reply,  "he  was  a  hard  boy." 
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"  Pray  for  me,"  said  the  dying  man,  as  I  entered  Lis 
tent;  and  I  prayed  that  Grod  would  help  him,  in  his  last 
moments,  to  believe  in  Christ.  "  You  have  been  a  great 
sinner,"  said  I,  as  I  rose  from  my  knees.  "  0  yes,"  he 
replied,  "  a  great  sinner."  I  told  him  of  the  dying  thief; 
"  0,  it  is  sweet  to  think  of  that,"  said  he.  I  spoke  of 
Christ's  invitation  and  promise  to  all,  and  the  certainty 
that  all  who  will  trust  in  him  shall  be  saved.  "  0  what 
precious  truth/'  he  gasped,  "  how  good  to  die  with  such 
assurance  of  mercy,  if  I  will  believe."  Clasping  his 
hands,  he  prayed  for  pardon,  through  Christ.  Then  he 
gave  me  the  address  of  his  mother,  and  said,  "  Write  to 
her,  and  tell  her  that  I  die  happily,  trusting  in  Christ." 
Almost,  as  he  spoke  these  words,  he  was  gone. 

I  remained  but  a  few  days  at  White  House.  The  ex- 
cessive labor,  the  unwholesome  air,  and  water,  and  diet, 
were  too  much  for  my  health.  I  was  brought  away  with 
the  wounded,  on  a  litter. 

Such  are  some  of  the  incidents  of  my  work.  Every 
day's  experience  with  the  wounded  showed  me  the 
greatness  of  the  work  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and 
the  importance  of  sustaining  it.  This,  of  all  benevolent 
operations,  the  churches  cannot  afford  to  let  languish. 
In  sustaining  it,  they  are  not  only  accomplishing  wonder- 
ful results  of  good  for  the  kingdom  of  the  Master,  in  the 
present,  but  are  securing  for  themselves  rich  rewards  in 
the  future,  when  the  soldiers  of  the  camj^s  and  hospitals 
shall  return  to  their  homes.  Grod  grant  that  this  great 
missionary  enterprise  may  be  appreciated  and  sustained 
as  it  deserves. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

David  Weston. 


EEADING  MATTER. 

Send  no  trash.  Soldiers  deserve  the  best.  A  library  is  a  valuable 
hygienic  aj)plianee.  For  the  able-bodied,  good  publications  are  men- 
tal and  spiritual  food.  For  convalescents,  lively,  interesting  books, 
the  monthlies,  the  pictorials,  works  of  art,  science,  and  literature,  as 
well  as  those  for  moral  and  spiritual  culture,  such  as  you  would  put 
into  the  hands  of  a  brother  recovering. 

Statiois'eey  is  much  needed,  paper,  envelopes,  and  pencils, 

HOW  TO  PACK. 

Pack  in  boxes.  Barrels  are  not  as  good.  Secure  well.  Boxes 
should  not  be  so  large  that  two  cannot  conveniently  lift  them  into  a 
wagon.  Pack  eatables  by  themselves.  Never  pack  perishable  arti- 
cles, such  as  oranges,  lemons,  bread,  cakes,  nor  jars  of  jellies  and 
jams,  with  other  goods.  Tin  cans  should  be  soldered;  all  other 
modes  fail.  Stone  jars  should  be  corked  and  firmly  bound  with 
oiled  linen  or  leather  over  the  cork,  and  packed  closely  in  saw-dust 
or  hay,  in  boxes  never  exceeding  a  dozen  and  a  half  in  a  box,  and 
nailed  strongly,  to  bear  rough  handling.  Jellies  in  tumblers,  covered 
with  paper,  and  wines,  cordials,  &o.,  in  bottles,  with  paper  or  other 
poor  stoppers,  are  liable  to  spill  out,  and  if  packed  with  other  things, 
sure  to  injure  them. 

HOW  TO  MARK. 

Mark  with  paint  or  ink  on  the  board, — cards  rub  off, — in  plain 
letters  and  figures.  On  one  corner,  the  number  of  the  box  according 
to  the  number  sent  by  you  in  all,  numbering  your  first  box  ®1,  your 
second  ■■•■2,  you.r  third  '■■3,  and  so  on  from  the  first  sent  to  the  last. 
On  another  corner,  mark  each  box  as  from  j'our  Society,  giving  the 
name,  and  conspicuously  also  mark  as  follows : 
"George  II.  Stuart, 

Chairman  Christian  Commission, 

11  Bank  Street,  Philadelphia," 
or  whatever  other  name,  (see  list  on  the  cover, — next  page)  as  may 
be  most  convenient. 

To  secure  acknowledgments,  and  to  save  trouble,  also  send  an  in- 
voice or  list  by  mail,  on  paper  (the  common  letter  sheet  size)  written 
only  on  one  side,  specifying  each  box  or  barrel  by  number,  and  giv- 
ing the  contents  of  each  by  itself.  Give  your  own  name  and  post- 
office  in  full,  with  the  name  of  your  State.  Place  also  another  list 
or  invoice  of  the  same  kind  in  the  box  under  the  lid,  and  if  with  this 
last  j'ou  place  also  an  -envelope  addressed  to  yourself,  with  a  postage 
stamp  upon  it,  you  may  sometimes, — not  always, — have  it  returned 
to  you  through  the  mail,  with  the  signature  of  the  delegate,  and  the 
name  of  the  hospital  camp  where  he  distributed  it. 

Write  plainly.  Above  all,  write  j'our  own  name  distinctly,  and  to 
save  embarrassment,  give  your  address  in  full,  especially  whether 
Miss  or  Mrs.  or  Rev. 
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All  good  and  suitable  stores  are  welcomed,  and  all  necessary  freight 
and  charges  paid  on  them  by  the  Commission,  and  are  distributed 
by  delegates  of  the  Christian  Commission  personally. 

^VHAT  TO  SEND. 

Money,  by  all  means,  if  possible.  To  invest  money  in  articles  to 
send  is  unwise. 

The  Commission  can  purchase  exactly  what  is  wanted,  at  the  very 
moment  when  needed  most,  and  as  a  Commission  at  wholesale  cheaper 
than  others. 

CLOTHING,  ETC. 

Cotton  shirts,  Pillow-cases, 

Cotton  drawers.  Bed-ticks  (single  for  filling  with 

Canton  flannel  shirts  and  draw-       straw,) 

ers.  Pillows, 

Surgical  shirts  and  drawers  (with  Pads,  for  fractured  limbs, 

tape   strings  to  tie  instead  of  King  pads,  for  wounds, 

seams  at  the  sides,)  Pans, 

Large   cotton   drawers   (to    wear  Netting,  to  protect  from  flies, 

in-doors  as  pants,)  llousewifes,  stored  with  needles. 

Dressing  gowns,  thread,  buttons,  pins,  &c. 

Slippers   (if  of  cloth  or  carpet,  Handkerchiefs, 

with  stiff  soles,)  Wash-rags, 

Sheets,  Old  linen. 

BERRIES,  FRUIT,  VEGETABLES. 

As  this  is  the  season  for  these  articles  in  their  freshness  and 
abundance,  remember  their  special  and  great  value  for  the  soldiers 
both  fresh  and  preserved. 

POOD,  ETC. 

Oat  meal,  Soda  biscuit.  Onions,  in  barrels, 

Parina,  Butter  crackers,  Apples,  in  barrels. 

Corn  starch,  Boston  crackers,  Cranberries, 

Dried  rusk,  Pickles,  Good  butter,  in  small  jars. 

Jellies,  Jams,  Dried  fruits. 

In  special  cases,  eggs,  bread,  cakes,  <tc.,  are  needed,  but  not 
generally.     They  should  never  be  sent  unless  specially  called  for. 

FOR  BEVERAGES. 

Good  black  tea.  Chocolate,  Lemons,  Syrups. 

All  pireparations  of  the  Blackberry  are  of  double  value. 

STIMULANTS. 

Good  brandy,  Madeira  wine.  Port  wine.  Cordials. 

Domestic  wines  are  excellent  in  winter,  apt  to  spoil  in  summer. 


COMMUNICATIONS  AND  CONTEIBUTIONS 

Tot  tho  UNITED  STATES  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION  may  bo  sent  to  any  of  the  following 
places,  as  maj  bo  most  convenient,  addressed  to  the  persons  designated. 

PHILADELPHIA. — Letters  to  Rev.W.  E.  Boardman,  Rpv.  Lemuel  Moss,  or  Rev. 
Bernice  D.  Ames,  11  Bank  Street;  inonoy  to  Joseplx  Patterson,  at  the  West- 
ern Bank;  stores  to  George  H.  Stuart,  11  Bank  Street. 

NEW  YORK. — Letters  and  supplies  to  Nathan  Bishop,  30  Bible  House;  mo- 
ney to  James  M.  Brown,  59  Wall  Street. 

BOSTON. — Letters  to  Charles  Demond,  4  Court  Street;  money  to  Joseph 
Storey,  112  Tremont  Street;  stores  to  L.  P.  Roland,  Tremont  Temple. 

PITTSBURG.— Letters  to  Robert  C.  Totten;  money,  to  Joseph  Albree,  71 
Wood  Street;  stores  to  W.  P.  Weyman,  79  Smithfield  Street. 

CINCINNATI.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  P.  Marlay;  money  to  W.T.Perkins,  17 
West  Third  Street;  supplies  to  A.  E.  Chamberlain,  Rooms  Christian  Com- 
mission, 51  Vine  Street. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND.— Letters  to  C.  N.  Todd;  money  to  James  M.  Ray ;  sup- 
plies to  G.  W.  Clipplnger. 

CHICAGO.— Letters  to  B.  F.  Jacobs,  P.  0.  Box  5801;  money  to  John  V.  Far- 
■well;  supplies  to  Rooms  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  Methodist 
Church  Block. 

ST.  LOUIS. — Letters  to  J.  H.  Parsons,  Daily  Union  Office;  money  to  Edward 
Ticknor;  supplies  to  Isaac  S.  Smyth,  Christian  Commission  Office,  under 
Lindell  Hotel. 

DETROIT. — Communications  and  money  to  C.  F.  Clarke,  and  supplies  to  E.  C. 
Walker. 

BALTIMORE. — Letters  to  Rev.  J.  McJilton;  money  to  Rev.  Geo.  P.  Hays; 
stores  to  G.  S.  Griffiths,-  77  West  Baltimore  Street. 

BUFFALO,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  S.  Himt;  money  toF.  Gridley; 
supplies  to  John  D.  Hill,  M.  D. 

TROY,  N.  Y. — Letters  and  money  to  F.  P.  Allen;  supplies  to  J.  H.  Willard. 

IIARRISBURG,  PA. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  T.  II. 
Robinson. 

ROCHESTER,  N.  Y. — Communications^  money  and  supplies  to  Oliver  D. 
Grosvenor. 

WASHINGTON,  D.  C. — Cemmunications,  money  and  supplies  to  William  Bal- 
lantyne,  498  Seventh  Street,  or  Rev.  J.  J.  Abbott,  cor.  10th  and  H  Streets. 

LOUISVILLE,  KY. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  J.  Edward 
Hardy,  care  of  J.*G.  Dodge  &  Co.,  325  Main  Street. 

PEORIA,  ILL. — Money  to  Theo.  Higbee;  communications  and  supplies  to 
William  Reynolds. 

FREDERICK,  MD. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  Gideon  Bantz. 

IIAGERSTOWN,  MD. — Conmiunications,  money  and  supplies  to  Rev.  Mr.Evans. 

PORTLAND,  MB. — Communications  and  supplies  to  Thomas  R.Hayes;  m.-mey 
to  C.  Sturtdivant. 

BANGOR,  ME. — Communications,  money  and  supplies  to  T.  G.  Stickney. 

PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. — Money  to  John  W.  Vernon ;  communications  and  sup- 
plies to  Dea.  W.  J.  King. 

BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. — Communications  to  Rev.  J.  B.  Waterbury,  D.  D.;  supplies 
to  W.  S.  Griffiths,  and  money  to  Samuel  B.  Caldwell. 

ALBANY,  N.  Y.— Supplies  to  Thos.  W.Olcott;  letters  to  Levi  Dedrick;  money 
to  Wm.  McElroy. 

LAMBERTVILLE,  N.  J. — Supplies  and  money  to  J.  A.  Anderson ;  letters  to 
C.  Pierson. 

WHEELING,  W.  V. — Communications,  monev  and  supplies  to  R.  Crangle. 

CLEVELAND,  0.— Letters  to  Rev.  L.  P.  Mellon;  money  to  S.  H.  Mather; 
supplies  to  Stillman  Witt. 

ST.  PAUL'S,  MINN.— Letters  to  H.  M.  Kno.x;  money  to  D.  D.  Morrill;  sup- 
plies to  D.  W.  Ingersoll. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  E.  Thomas,  711  Mission  Street; 
money  to  P.  Sather,  (Sather  &  Co.)  supplies  to  J.  B.  Roberts. 

SACRAMENTO,  CAL.— Letters  to  Rev.  J.  S.  McDonald;  money  to  Dr.  R.  H. 
McDonald;  supplies  to  Rev.  N.  R.  Peck. 

BTOCKTON,  CAL.— Communications  aud  money  to  Rev.  R.  Happersett,  D.  D. 
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JOSEPH  PATTERSON,  Esq.,  Treasurer. 
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CAXTON  PRESS  OF  C.  SHERMAN,  SON  &  CO. 

1864. 


THE    GREETING. 

The  occasion  of  the  Second  Anniversary  of  the  United 
States  Christian  Commission  drew  together,  on  Thursday 
evening,  January  28th,  1864,  at  the  Academy  of  Music  in 
Philadelphia,  an  immense  concourse  of  people. 

The  exercises  vs'ere  varied  and  interesting.  All  enjoyed 
the  singing,  the  Scriptures  read,  the  letters  from  distin- 
guished men  absent,  and  addresses  made  by  distinguished 
men  present. 

The  time  wore  late.  The  usual  hour  of  adjournment  on 
such  occasions  had  already  passed  before  General  Howard 
was  introduced.  His  reception,  however,  was  worthy  of 
the  time,  the  place,  the  people,  and  himself, — it  was  the 
greeting  of  a  Christian  hero  by  the  Church  of  Christ. 

The  phonographer  has  faithfully  caught  for  us  his  words ; 
but  the  enthusiasm  of  his  audience  and  the  power  of  his 
presence,  with  one  arm  only  to  extend, — the  other  at  Fair 
Oaks, — and  of  his  tones,  full  from  the  heart,  no  art  could 
report.     As  best  we  can  we  give  you  his  Address. 


ADDRESS. 


The  idea  of  detaining  you  any  longer  for  a 
speech,  reminds  me  of  a  little  occurrence  after  the 
battle  of  Chattanooga.  My  corps,  with  Sherman's, 
had  been  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  three  days.  Im- 
mediately afterwards  we  had  marched  nearly  one 
hundred  and  twenty  miles  towards  Knoxville  and 
then  marched  back  again.  The  result  of  it  was 
that  our  clothes  and  our  shoes  were  worn  out ;  the 
men  had  scarcely  any  blankets  to  cover  them  or 
pants  to  wear.  They  were  toiling  along  on  their 
journey  home.  Just  as  ^ye  had  passed  through 
the  mountain  ridge,  the  Division  Commanders, 
thinking  that  the  men  had  marched  far  enough 
for  one  day,  put  them  comfortably  into  camp,  told 
them  to  make  their  coffee,  and  then  sent  word  to 
me  to  know  if  they  had  permission  to  remain  there 
during  the  night.  It  was  raining  hard,  very  hard. 
It  was  a  severe  storm.     But  1  knew  the  position 
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was  an  improper  one.  It  was  not  the  fulfilment 
of  my  orders.  I  sent  back  word,  "  No  ;  march  for- 
ward to  Tyner's  Station.  March !"  It  was  dark — 
it  was  cold — it  was  stormy.  The  poor  men  had 
to  be  turned  out  once  more,  to  march.  Not- 
withstanding their  labor,  notwithstanding  their 
toil  and  fatigue,  they  marched.  "  What  did  they 
do  1  how  did  they  take  it  T'  do  you  ask  ]  They 
took  it  as  I  hope  you  will  take  my  speech.  They 
went  singing,  singing,  singing  along  the  route — 
noble,  patient  fellows! — without  a  complaining 
word !     (Hearty  laughter  and  applause.) 

Mr.  Stuart  must  answer  for  my  speech.  I  have 
a  great  deal  to  say  against  him.  I  think  he  has 
treated  me  right  shabbily.  I  know  that  it  is  dan- 
gerous ground  to  find  any  fault,  to  say  anything 
against  Mr.  Stuart.  But  one  year  ago,  on  the 
22d  of  February,  I  got  leave  of  absence  to  go 
home  and  keep  up  an  acquaintance  with  my  little 
family.  I  was  passing  through  Washington,  and 
stopped  at  the  most  obscure  house,  I  thought,  in 
town,  and  got  into  the  most  obscure  corner  of  the 
house.  But  he  sent  one  of  his  detectives,  whom 
I  see  over  there,  who  went  into  every  hotel, 
searched  every  room,  and  finally  came  into  my 
little  house,  and  my  little  room,  arrested  me,  de- 
tained me  in  Washington,  and  there,  in  the  hall 
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of  the  House,  inflicted  upon  me  a  speech — not  a 
speech  of  his  own,  but  afflicted  me  with  one  of  my 
speeches. 

But  now  I  am  on  the  way  from  Chattanooga.  I 
started  upon  a  solemn  duty.  I  came  to  this  place. 
My  home  is  yonder  in  Maine.  I  am  but  half  way. 
I  proposed  to  leave  your  city  this  morning.  And 
again  he  waylays  me !  I  happened  to  say  to  one 
of  my  friends  that  I  could  not,  would  not  stay.  I 
said  to  another  friend,  that  when  I  made  up  my 
mind  to  a  thing,  it  was  made  up,  and  1  would 
abide  by  it.  I  think  I  expressed  the  same  to  an- 
other. But  Mr.  Stuart  took  me  and  brought  me 
into  the  presence  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  Doctors 
of  Divinity !  I  tried  my  best.  I  produced  my 
arguments.  My  arguments  were  all  answered. 
I  determined  that  I  would  not  stay ;  yet  I  would 
not  decide  in  such  presence  and  under  such  in- 
fluences. I  went  away  thinking  I  would  consider 
the  matter.  When  I  got  into  my  private  apart- 
ment, 1  began  to  consider  the  subject.  I  found 
then  that  all  my  objections  were  driven  to  the 
winds;  that  His  special  Providence,  in  the  cir- 
cumstances which  would  not  permit  me  to  reach 
home  till  Saturday  night,  had  detained  me  with 
you  to-night.     Now,  Mr.  Stuart,  having  done  all 


6  U.    S.    CHRISTIAN     COMMISSION. 

this,  being  guilty  of  all  this,  is  entirely  responsible 
for  tlie  speech  which  I  have  made  or  may  make. 

I  have  been  thinking,  vv^hile  sitting  here,  of  the 
bonds,  the  links,  connecting  me  v^ith  the  people 
of  this  beautiful  city.  They  are  of  every  character. 
They  are  full  of  joy  and  full  of  sorrow.  They  are 
full  of  tenderness  and  full  of  sadness.  They  are  of 
every  shadow  and  shade.  I  have  thought  of  the 
companions  of  my  youth  from  this  place.  Their 
lives  have  been  sacrificed  for  that  flog.  I  have 
thought  of  the  officers  on  my  staff.  One,  with 
all  his  goodness  and  sweetness  of  character — and 
I  have  to-night  thought  how  I  loved  him,  and 
how  he  loved  me — is  gone !  He  died  in  battle. 
And  again  another,  and  a  later,  at  the  battle  of 
Chattanooga.  He  was  watched  as  he  ascended 
the  heights  at  the  front  of  the  brigade,  when  his 
own  regiment  was  deployed  in  front  as  skirmishers, 
the  observed  of  all  the  observers.  Up,  up  he  goes ! 
And  O,  such  a  storm  as  he  faces !  Wounded  thrice 
before  he  was  borne  bleeding  from  the  field,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel McAloon,  once  on  my  staff,  my 
dear  friend,  gave  his  life  for  us,  for  our  country. 
It  seemed  as  if  I  could  not  give  him  up. 

All  these,  and  other  relations  of  tenderness  and 
love,  are  associated  with  this  place.  I  could  re- 
count them,  in  individual  instances,  by  the  hour. 
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Of  the  First  Pennsylvania  Regiment,  in  ray  com- 
mand, six  companies  were  from  Philadelphia,  viz., 
the  Eighty-first  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Miller, 
killed  by  the  first  shot  at  Fair  Oaks;  then  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Johnson,  afterwards  Major  Conner, 
commanding ;  and  then  Captains  Conner  and  Hark- 
ness  and  Lee,  who  was  wounded  seven  or  eight  or 
ten  times  during  his  service  with  the  regiment, 
reduced  to  a  mere  fragment  from  the  time  it 
started  in  my  brigade.  Then,  T  think  of  when 
General  Burns's  brigade  came  to  me,  and  I  had 
the  Philadelphia  troops  once  associated  with 
Colonel  Baker.  (Applause.)  The  Sixty-ninth, 
Seventy-first,  Seventy-second,  and  One  hundred 
and  sixth.  Colonel  Owen  became  General  Owen, 
Colonel  Wistar  became  General  Wistar ;  and  there 
were  Colonel  Morehead  and  Colonel  Baxter,  and 
I  could  go  on  naming  other  heroes  with  whom  I 
have  had  endeared  relations,  and  now  have  trea- 
sured memories.  And  through  these  regiments, 
associated  with  me,  doubtless,  I  am  associated 
with  their  separate  families.  Again,  I  thought 
of  the  regiments  that  were  with  me  on  the  bloody 
fields,  or  in  the  bloody  forests  of  Chancellorsville, 
and  subsequently  upon  the  victorious  fields  of 
Gettysburg,  and  then  in  that  wonderful  night's 
revel  of  Lookout   Valley,  and   later  throughout 
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the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  and  the  terrible  march 
to  the  relief  of  Knoxville, — the  Seventy-third 
and  Seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  already  referred  to,  of  whom 
Lieutenant-Colonel  McAloon  was  the  command- 
ing officer.  The  most  of  these  were  raised  and 
recruited  in  Philadelphia,  or  certainly  in  Pennsyl- 
vania. These,  then,  are  links  that  bind  me  to  your 
homes,  and  that  connect  me  with  the  thoughts 
and  prayers  of  fathers,  mothers,  brothers  and 
sisters  of  your  beautiful  city.  Therefore,  w^hen  I 
come  here,  I  do  feel  at  home.  I  do  feel  that  you 
know  me,  and  that  I  know  you.  I  do  feel  that  our 
interests  are  identical ;  that  we  love  the  same  God ; 
that  we  are  earnestly  engaged  in  maintaining  the 
same  glorious  heritage, — the  Government  that 
God  has  given  us;  the  Government  that  lies  at 
the  foundation  of  all  that  we  hope  for  and  live 
for  as  patriots. 

It  does  not  surprise  me  to  find  a  sentiment  like 
that  I  have  witnessed  to-night;  it  does  not  sur- 
prise me  to  find  the  strong  emotions  welling  up, 
of  love,  of  pity,  of  tenderness,  of  patriotism ;  it 
does  not  surprise  me  to  find  amongst  the  people 
of  Philadelphia  such  holy  emotions.  No !  I  am 
glad  I  can  pass  through  these  streets  and  hear  no 
profane  oaths,  see  the  cheerful,  open  countenances, 
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get  the  warm  grasp  of  the  hand,  and  feel,  in  my 
heart,  that  you  appreciate  a  poor,  simple  repre- 
sentative of  America,  toiling  for  American  liberty 
in  the  midst  of  this  war.  (Applause.)  Your 
Chairman  dare  not  accept  the  praises  offered  to 
him  to-night ;  he  dare  not  stand  and  claim  that  as 
a  man  he  is  more  than  another  man  who  loves 
his  country  and  his  God;  but  as  an  instrument  in 
the  hands  of  God,  you  have  not  another  like  him. 
And  so  with  me,  and  with  all  other  temporary, 
transitory  representatives  of  this  great  Republic; 
we  are  instruments  in  the  hands  of  God  for  work- 
ing out  his  purposes;  and  work  them  out  ice  will! 
(Applause.)  And  no  surer,  safer  pledge  have  we 
of  our  final  success  than  that  we  have  his  blessing. 
I  am  wedded  to  the  Christian  Commission,  and 
I  can  tell  you  why.  A  few  years  ago  I  was  at 
West  Point,  in  the  Academy,  as  an  instructor.  I 
had  a  nice  little  family,  and  was  associated  with 
other  nice  little  families  near  by,  was  living  in 
happiness,  joy,  and  peace,  when  this  war  broke 
out.  I  had  been  educated  by  the  United  States — 
not  by  South  Carolina,  not  by  Tennessee,  but  by 
the  United  States.  I  was  sent  forth  as  a  repre- 
sentative, not  of  one  little  State,  but  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  of  the  Union.  It  is  no  mean 
heritage,  my  friends ;  I  have  never  considered  it 
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SO,  and  do  not  now,  to  be  a  son  of  this  Republic, 
to  have  been  cherished,  to  have  been  educated, 
moulded,  body  and  spirit,  to  have  been  imbued 
with  national  sentiments,  to  have  been  taught  to 
love  the  Old  Flag  and  all  it  represents,  to  have 
been  taught  that  other  things  are  better  than  what 
we  eat  and  drink — than  life  itself.  It  is  no  mean 
heritage  !  And  I  now  thank  my  friends  who  helped 
to  send  me  where  I  was  placed,  and  I  thank  the 
Professors  who  educated  me  there,  and  I  thank 
God  that  he  called  me  to  such  a  position. 

When  this  war  broke  out,  I  had  been  for  the 
best  part  of  four  or  five  years  disconnected  with 
military  affairs  in  a  great  measure.  The  character 
of  the  studies  at  the  Academy,  the  character  of 
the  feelings  of  my  heart,  everything  seemed  to  me 
to  tend  in  a  direction  contrary  to  military  duties 
and  study.  I  thought  that  my  Heavenly  Father 
had  picked  me  out  to  preach  the  Gospel  of  Peace ; 
and  I  went  to  work  conscientiously  to  prepare  my- 
self for  the  ministry  of  Christ.  I  had  been  called 
from  darkness  to  light  when  stationed  away  off  in 
Florida.  Afterwards  I  had  been  sent  to  West 
Point,  and  supposed  that  I  had  a  special  duty  to 
perform,  and  when  that  was  done,  I  might  prepare 
myself  for  the  ministry.  While  others  were  busy 
at  their  military  studies,  and  were  looking  forward 


GEN.  Howard's  address.  11 

to  military  renown,  I  had  not  the  idea  but  that  I 
was  destined  in  another  direction.  But  when  this 
war  broke  out,  and  when  I  saw  the  hikewarmness, 
and  the  bold  display  of  treason  right  amongst  my 
own  very  companions,  those  with  whom  I  had 
often  walked  and  talked,  then  I  said,  it  is  no  time 
for  a  man  who  loves  his  country  and  has  been 
educated  by  it,  to  desert  her.  I  offered  my  ser- 
vices to  my  country ;  but  I  had  in  my  heart  a  hope, 
and  that  was  that  God  would  still  use  me  for  the 
promotion  of  his  cause,  and  for  the  glory  of  his 
great  name. 

Sometimes  it  has  been  dark  in  this  war.  I  have 
walked  up  and  down  among  the  soldiers  and  heard 
the  profane  oath,  and  seen  the  low  grovelling  of 
many  of  the  men.  When  I  have  perceived  that 
there  was  infidelity  or  indifference  to  what  was 
good  and  true,  when  I  saw^  so  little  of  real  patriot- 
ism and  so  much  of  selfishness,  I  have  felt  afraid 
that  my  mission  was  a  small  one,  that  I  could  do 
nothing  where  I  was  to  promote  the  cause  that  I 
loved.  Sometimes  I  have  attempted  to  do  a  little, 
to  hold  meetings  here  and  there,  to  talk  with  the 
men,  but  it  seemed  fruitless. 

My  friends,  a  year  ago  this  summer,  I  was  look- 
ing over  the  field  and  noticing  how  many  regi- 
ments were  without  chaplains,  how  much  swearing 
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and  drinking  and  carousing  there  was,  and  I  began 
to  fear  that  we  were  going  down,  and  that  with 
a  rapid  tendency,  and  when  the  war  was  over  we 
would  send  back  a  very  different  set  of  men  from 
the  innocent,  lovely  spirits  that  emanated  from  the 
pious  homes  and  Sabbath-schools  and  churches  of 
our  land.  But  then  about  that  time  springs  up 
the  Christian  Commission.  And,  as  I  said,  I  was 
caught  in  Washington  and  brought  to  the  Chris- 
tian Commission  to  speak  out  the  feelings  of  my 
heart.  I  have  not  since  ceased  to  be  grateful  for 
the  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  promote  the 
cause  of  Christ.  That  it  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
creature  comforts  I  am  very  glad  to  see,  but  we 
never  should  forget  that  the  main  object  of  the 
Christian  Commission  is  to  save  the  soul,  to  con- 
serve souls  that  were  professors  of  Christ,  and  to 
snatch  like  brands  from  the  burning  those  who 
have  fallen  into  vicious  practices.  My  friends, 
this,  as  I  conceive,  is  the  proper,  the  legitimate 
work  of  the  Christian  Commission,  and  I  look 
forth  to  see  how  much  they  have  effected,  and  I 
am  glad  it  is  so  palpable  and  so  great.  I  am  glad 
when  a  delegate  of  the  Christian  Commission  comes 
into  my  tent.  I  am  glad  to  take  him  by  the  hand, 
as  he  comes  to  ask  me  where  he  shall  place  his 
station,  and  what  good  he  can  do,  and  with  his 
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good  things  to  give  to  the  soldier,  vegetables  and 
other  niceties  that  they  love  and  prize  and  need 
vrhen  they  are  sick,  he  gains  the  heart  and  love  of 
the  free-hearted,  grateful  soldier.  But  I  think  I 
have  detected  this — I  may  be  wrong,  but  I  may 
venture  it — that  there  is  a  great  deal  more  atten- 
tion bestowed  upon  the  sick  than  upon  the  well. 
I  regard  this  as  a  false  principle  to  work  upon. 
I  know  that  sick  men  should  be  attended  to,  and 
I  have  rejoiced  at  the  attention  given  to  these,  and 
the  efforts  to  point  them  to  Christ  in  their  hours 
of  suffering  and  reflection ;  but  O  the  well  men — 
well  in  body  but  sick  in  spirit — who  need  to  have 
the  Gospel  of  Christ  given  to  them,  that  they  may 
work  for  Christ  with  the  vigor  of  their  manly 
strength,  and  purify  the  camps  about  them ! 

Well,  do  not  the  chaplains  do  if?  Yes,  they  do, 
to  some  extent.  I  made  a  remark  a  year  ago  that 
1  thought  the  chaplaincy  as  a  system  was  almost 
a  failure.  I  want  to  explain  myself  to-night  on 
that  point.  I  know  of  many  chaplains,  very  many, 
who  are  working  constantly  for  the  cause  of  Christ. 
I  know  that  the  chaplain  in  a  regiment  is  the  man 
whom  all  the  men  look  up  to ;  and  if  he  is  a  good 
man  they  love  him  and  trust  him.  They  give 
him  their  money ;  they  go  to  him  in  trouble ;  they 
go  with  their  confidence,  and  he  is  tlie  man  of  the 
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regiment.  But  all  I  have  to  say  is  that  I  mourn, 
often,  that  in  my  command  there  are  so  few  chap- 
lains at  all;  and  where  there  are  no  chaplains, 
there  the  Christian  Commission  can  work  effec- 
tively. Instead  of  there  being  a  rivalry  between 
the  Christian  Commission  and  the  chaplaincy,  those 
who  are  really  the  servants  of  the  Lord  work  to- 
gether as  brethren  should,  arm  in  arm,  hand  in 
hand,  heart  in  heart.  They  work  together,  they 
pray  together,  they  preach  together,  they  labor 
together  in  every  way  for  the  good  of  the  soldier 
and  for  the  cause  of  their  common  Master. 

Now  a  suggestion  I  have  to  make  is,  that  the 
Christian  Commission  needs  to  look  its  difficul- 
ties straight  in  the  face.  A  little  while  ago,  one 
of  the  speakers,  who  referred  to  the  rebellion  and 
JeiFerson  Davis,  &c.,  rather  gave  me  to  feel  that 
the  work  was  very  nearly  done.  But,  my  friends, 
I  am  a  little  afraid  it  won't  do  to  look  at  it  in  this 
view  of  the  matter.  We  naturally  like  to  look  at 
the  bright  side  of  the  picture  ;  but  I  must  say,  too, 
that  we  have  got  to  look  difficulties  in  the  face; 
we  must  recognize  them  when  they  are  around 
us,  and  prepare  to  meet  them.  And  this  is  emi- 
nently so  in  the  Commission's  work.  It  is  not  an 
easy  work.  Its  delegate  must  meet  and  overcome 
difficulties.     Often  he  finds  it  hard  work.     Often 
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he  sees  little  good  of  his  efforts,  sometimes  he  can 
make  no  headway  at  all.  But  I  will  not  delay 
longer  on  this  subject.  I  thank  you  for  coming 
out  here  to-night  in  such  strength  of  numbers  and 
of  interest.  But  I  do  not  know  that  /ought  to 
thank  you.  It  is  as  much  your  cause  as  it  is  mine. 
It  is  as  much  your  country  as  it  is  mine.  They 
are  as  much  your  soldiers  as  they  are  mine;  and 
I  doubt  not  the  current  of  sympathy  and  love  runs 
deeper  in  your  hearts  for  these  representatives  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  galleries  to-night  than  in  my 
own.  For  I  am  like  a  physician  who  has  a  large 
practice  among  the  sick  and  dying.  I  have  to  be 
amongst  the  dying  and  the  dead  often,  and  keep 
a  calm  spirit  in  the  midst  of  the  most  horrible 
scenes,  and  doubtless  I  have  become  in  a  measure 
callous — but  /  thanh  Qod  the  home  spirits  are  never 
callous !  I  thanh  God  there  is  a  link  between  the 
home-spirit  and  the  soldier-spirit. 

Now  I  want  to  say  to  this  great  audience  to- 
night, that  every  man,  every  woman,  every  child 
here  has  a  specific  duty  to  perform  and  not  a  gene- 
ral one.  Are  you  servants  of  Christ,  are  you  the 
up  and  down,  straight,  outspoken  disciples  of  the 
Lord, — then  you  have  a  specific  and  noble  duty  to 
perform ;  it  is  over  and  above  and  beyond  the  giving 
of  money,  or  the  giving  of  socks,  or  the  giving  of 
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anything  to  the  Commission  for  the  good  of  the 
body  and  mind  of  the  soldier.  It  is  that  each  of 
you,  in  his  place,  add  his  prayers  and  efforts  for 
the  conversion  and  salvation  of  the  souls  of  his 
friends  who  are  now  in  the  field, — to  repress  pro- 
fanity, to  repress  licentiousness,  to  point  them  ever 
upward  and  upward  through  the  influences  of  home, 
of  the  Bible,  of  the  Church — to  God,  to  Christ,  to 
heaven.  O,  let  their  spirits  be  kept  unpolluted  by 
contact  with  the  sin  and  gross  immorality  that  are 
too  prevalent.  The  other  day,  as  I  was  riding  near 
Chattanooga,  I  overheard  two  men  walking  along 
the  railroad  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain ;  when 
they  reached  a  branch  of  the  road,  one  of  them 
swore  terribly  as  to  which  he  should  take,  the 
right-hand  or  the  left-hand  road.  I  called  out  to 
them,  "Where  did  you  come  from,  menl"  I  was 
not  recognized.  They  asked  me  what  I  meant. 
They  were  from  the  Pioneer  Brigade.  I  didn't 
say  more  at  that.  Finally  one  of  them  wanted  to 
know  why  I  was  curious  to  know.  I  told  them  I 
wished  to  see  what  State  they  were  from.  "I'm 
from  Indiana, — I'm  from  Illinois,"  they  replied. 
"Well,"  said  I,  "I  was  thinking  you  were  not 
from  New  England,  for  the  mothers  there  do  not 
teach  their  sons  such  language  as  you  have  been 
using."     They   both    answered    in   quick    turn, 
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"Neither  did  my  mother  teach  me  such  lan- 
guage." "  Why  do  you  use  it  then  1"  "  It  is  the 
war^  sir,  the  ivar."  I  answered  at  this,  that  I 
could  not  see  why,  when  they  were  contending  in 
a  holy  cause,  a  cause  that  was  right,  where  was 
the  necessity  of  insulting  God;  and  I  passed  along. 
But  the  answer  of  these  men  is  the  point  of  my 
incident.  It  is  the  war !  Must  the  war  not  only 
take  our  life-blood,  but  our  souls  ?  Is  the  sacrifice 
to  be  an  immortal  sacrifice'?  Are  we  not  to  have 
a  part  also  in  that  life,  that  blessed  life  to  come! 
Cannot  a  man  be  a  Christian  and  a  soldier'?  Can 
he  not  take  the  weapons  that  his  Government 
gives  him,  in  the  army  and  navy,  and  stand  up 
boldly,  bravely  for  the  defence  of  his  beloved  coun- 
try, and  at  the  same  time  be  a  follower  of  Christ  1 
If  he  cannot,  all  efforts  then  must  be  in  vain.  But, 
friends,  let  us  at  home,  these  ministers  of  Christ, 
the  ministers  of  every  loyal  State  in  the  Union, 
do  their  duty,  their  individual  duty,  and  in  their 
congregations,  towards  the  elevating  and  saving  of 
the  soldiers  in  the  field.  Let  every  man,  woman, 
and  child,  in  this  presence,  do  his  and  her  duty, 
and  a  wonderful  work  will  be  effected.  You  can- 
not save  the  soul — none  but  God  can  save  the  soul, 
none  but  God  can  change  the  heart ;  but  your  labor 
will  not  be  wasted  if  you  sow  beside  all  waters. 
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My  friends,  I  did  not  think  I  was  going  to  make 
a  long  speech ;  but  let  me  tell  you  one  thing — for  I 
feel  full  freedom  here  to-night — it  is  this,  that  I 
feel  in  my  heart  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in  the 
cause  of  my  Redeemer.  I  know  that  this  is  also 
the  cause  of  the  Christian  Commission,  therefore 
I  love  it,  and  identify  myself  with  it ;  and  I  doubt 
not  that  you  love  it,  and  wiR  do  everything  you 
can  for  it,  for  a  like  reason.  And  as  I  have  told 
you  my  story,  in  the  familiar  conversation  I  have 
had  with  you  to-night,  I  ask  you — as  I  am  to  go 
back  to  the  field  to  take  up  my  cross  anew,  and 
to  stand  up  night  and  day,  evening  and  morning, 
for  the  cause  of  Him  that  I  love — that  your  earnest, 
importunate  prayers  may  follow  me,  that  God  would 
bless  the  soldiers,  that  evil  may  be  repressed  among 
them,  and  that  when  they  go  into  battle  they  may 
go  without  a  fear,  because  they  know  in  whom  they 
have  believed. 

My  friends,  I  heard  a  General  once  say  (he  was 
not  a  Christian  General),  in  reference  to  General 
Magruder,  on  the  other  side,  that  he  could  not  be 
a  very  brave  man,  nor  have  true  courage,  because 
he  was  such  a  profane  and  wicked  man,  and  de- 
lighted to  lead  the  young  into  shame  and  degra- 
dation— that  the  woe  of  God  must  certainly  be 
pronounced  upon  him.     I  assert  that  the  highest 
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type  of  courage  is  Christian  courage.  When  your 
spirit  yearns  up  to  God  in  the  prayer,  "  O  Lord, 
be  my  Protector,  and  in  this  peril  let  me  run 
under  the  shadow  of  thy  wing,"  then  you  will 
fear  no  evil,  though  you  walk  through  the  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death. 

My  friends,  these  things  with  me  are  literal. 
By  the  blessing  of  God,  by  his  Spirit,  he  has  en- 
abled me  to  have  a  clear  conviction  that  should  he 
take  me  away,  I  would  be  with  him.  Not  because 
I  am  good,  or  holy,  or  righteous;  but  because  I 
have  a  Saviour,  an  all-sufficient  Saviour,  who  is 
able  to  save  even  the  chief  of  sinners  unto  the 
uttermost.  Therefore  I  can  say  that  I  can  go  into 
the  battle  fearing  no  evil.  And  would  to  God,  for 
their  sakes^  that  every  officer  in  the  army  and  every 
soldier  in  the  ranks,  could  declare  from  the  depths 
and  sincerity  of  his  heart  that  God  had  done  such 
great  things  for  him  ! 

These  to  me  are  settled,  solemn  convictions,  and 
I  speak  them  freely  and  frankly,  as  I  am  encour- 
aged to  do  on  this  auspicious  occasion.  It  may 
seem  to  some  that  it  is  expressing  one's  private 
feelings  too  publicly,  but  I  think  it  well  for  me 
to  bear  such  testimony  in  a  work  like  yours,  which 
contemplates  this  great  and  all-important  feature 
of  the  promotion  of  heart-religion  and  the  salva- 
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tion  of  souls.  And  especially  do  I  feel  this,  in 
these  times  of  excitement,  and  terror  over  the 
mere  temporalities,  the  dreadful  sacrifice  of  lives, 
the  horrible  sights  of  wounds,  the  caring  for  the 
wounded  and  sick,  the  lamentations  for  the  dead — ■ 
through  all  this  I  fear  that  the  still,  small  voice 
has  not  been  listened  to, — the  silent  and  beautiful, 
though  wonderful  work  of  the  Spirit  of  God  has 
not  been  seen,  and  its  importance  felt  as  it  should 
be  in  our  land.  This  the  Christian  Commission  is 
striving  to  accomplish,  to  keep  alive  the  work  of 
Christianity  among  our  soldiers.  They  are  as  the 
leaven  in  the  armies.  May  they  leaven  the  whole 
lump !  It  is  this  only  that  will  prepare  us  for  our 
liberties.  This  bond,  the  bond  of  Christian  love, 
is  the  true  bond  after  all  that  shall  permanently 
unite  us.  There  is  no  other.  We  speak  of  the 
chains  of  commerce  and  trade,  of  corn  and  cotton, 
that  will  unite  the  sections  of  our  country,  but 
these  are  temporary,  fluctuating,  perishing  links. 
The  religion  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  lasting  bond 
that  connects  not  only  Maine  with  Massachusetts, 
and  Massachusetts  with  Connecticut,  but  Maine 
with  Texas,  and  Florida  with  Wisconsin. 

Bear  with  me.  We  boast  of  being  an  asylum 
for  all  nations.  From  the  prison-houses  of  Europe 
come  forth  the  very  scum  of  their  society.     From 
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England,  Ireland,  France,  Germany,  Russia,  and 
almost  every  country  over  the  ocean,  come  men, 
women,  and  children,  who  settle  down  in  our 
midst.  How  shall  we  assimilate  them'?  How 
shall  we  ever  make  them  good  and  useful  citi- 
zens 1  Will  it  be,  think  you,  by  merely  giving 
them  land  on  which  to  settled  Will  they  grow 
into  this  by  material  wealth  and  prosperity  ]  No, 
no!  Nothing  but  an  education,  a  true  education 
of  heart  and  morals,  that  the  religion  of  Jesus 
Christ  imparts,  can  ever  truly  and  safely  assimilate 
all  these  heterogeneous  elements,  and  enable  us  to 
be  truly  one  people. 

I  truly  believe,  approaching  the  matter  of  the 
rebellion,  that  the  rebels  hated  us  vastly  more 
before  the  war  than  they  do  now.  This  feeling 
shone  forth  in  all  their  utterances.  They  respect 
us  more  now  that  they  see  how  we  are  not  afraid 
to  expose  our  bodies  to  be  burned,  if  necessary,  in 
a  just  cause,  the  cause  of  our  country  that  we  love ; 
that  we  shrink  from  no  sacrifice  of  money,  time, 
or  life,  in  order  to  maintain  and  perpetuate  the 
beautiful  Government  that  our  fathers  bequeathed 
to  us.  Yes;  and  they  have  since  felt  the  exercise 
of  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  love  that  the  Chris- 
tian religion  has  brought  to  bear  in  this  struggle. 
They  have  been  astonished  at  our  true  kindness 
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when  they  have  fallen  into  our  power.  This  de- 
moralized them  at  Vicksburg.  In  the  West  the 
rebels  are  not  so  violent  now.  When  they  come 
in  now,  they  say  they  were  forced  to  fight,  that 
they  are  Union  men,  and  always  were  Union  men. 
And  they  are  coming  in  every  day.  One  of  your 
number,  who  has  just  come  from  Chattanooga, 
says  that  the  day  he  left  sixty  came  in.  And 
since  General  Rosecrans  took  command  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland,  eight  tlioaisand  have  de- 
livered themselves  up  to  us.  And  do  they  hate 
us  \  No !  We  have  melted  them  down  by  Chris- 
tian kindness  and  love.  And,  my  friends,  this  is 
the  way  to  disarm  them.  I  believe,  and  say  it 
with  emphatic  assurance,  that  if  we  all  have  the 
Spirit  of  the  Master  in  our  hearts,  we  shall  de- 
moralize them  wherever  we  find  them!  "But, 
would  you  not  punish  the  guilty  1"  My  friends, 
show  me  the  man  who  sincerely  repents  of  his 
sins,  and  asks  forgiveness  before  God.  I  tell  you 
God  will  forgive  him.  Can  man  do  less"?  I  do 
not  advocate  any  shrinking  back,  or  checking  of 
the  terrible  steeds  of  war.  No !  Fill  up  the 
ranks.  Make  them  full.  Make  the  next  cam- 
paign more  vigorous  than  any  that  has  gone  be- 
fore it,  so  that  it  shall  be,  by  the  Divine  help, 
perfectly  impossible  for  the  rebels  to  keep   the 
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field.  And  then  this  blessed  religion  that  the 
Christian  Commission  circulates,  following  our 
armies,  and  blessing  alike  friend  and  foe,  will 
cause  them  to  come  into  our  lines,  not  only  by 
the  eight  thousand,  but  by  the  sixteen  and  the 
sixty  thousand.  It  is  this  that  will  ruin  their 
cause,  and  finally  break  down  their  opposition. 
This  terrible  revolution  amongst  us  is  by  the  over- 
ruling hand  of  a  wise  Providence,  tearing  out  the 
roots  of  prejudice,  prejudice  of  the  bitterest  kind, 
that  of  race.  But  now,  how  sore  the  hearts  of 
many  are,  how  changed  their  feeling!  I  have 
seen  it.  Still  it  will  require  all  the  Christian  love 
and  charity,  and  forbearance  and  forgiveness,  that 
we  can  exercise  to  bring  us  together  again;  but 
together  we  will  come,  and  be  one  people,  whose 
G  od  is  the  Lord ! 

My  friends,  I  have  done.  I  thank  you  for  your 
patient  attention,  and  I  trust  that  it  may  not  have 
been  to  no  purpose  that  we  have  met  to-night;  and 
that  we  will  go  away  with  the  earnest  resolution 
to  do  what  we  can  for  our  country,  our  soldiers, 
and  the  cause  of  Christ. 
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